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PREFACE. 

^ At? eminent Professor of our own time modestly de- 

^ clared that be taught chemistry in order that he might 

learn it The writer iif the following pages might, with 

iar more jnstice, offer a similar declaration, as an apology 

r for so repeatedly treating on the important topics of re- 

Kgiop and morals. 

^nD Aliashed by the equitable precept, 

^ I^et Umm teaeh others inrbo themselves excel— 

) £he is aware, how fairly she i& putting it in the power of 

f>^ .the .reader, to ask, iB,;the searching words of an eminent 

s, old Prelate, <<They that spetfk thns and advise thus, do 

t th€^ do tiius?* She can defend herself in no other way, 

V than by adopting for a reply the words of the same vener- 

'^ able divine, which immediateiy follow. — ^ O that it were 

^ jBot too triie. Yet a^hopgh it be but little t^at is attain- 

- ;\ ed, Uie v«ry aim is right, and something there is that is 

^^dooe.by it. It is better to have such thoughts and de« 

^^sires, than aUogether to give them up ; and the very de- 

^ '^^y if it be serious and sincere, may so much change the 

^y! habitude of the soul and life, t^iat it is not to be despised." 

^ The world does not require so moch to be informed as 

^..reminded. Arem^brancer may be almost as useful as 

J^in instructor ; if his office be more humble, it^is scarcely . 

'- ^ less necessary. The man whose employment it was, ^ta* 

^ tediy to proclaim in the ear of Philip, remember that 

^ THOU ART MORTAL, bad his plain admonition been al- 

\a- lowed to make its due impression, might have produced 

J a more salatary eftect on the royal Usurper, than the im< 

V passioned orations of his immortal ajssailant^ 

r whose resistless eloquence 

^ Shook thVarseoftl, uidfulmined over Greece, 

r> To Maoedon jui4 Artaxenes* throne. 

Wliile the orator boldly strove to check the ambition, 
and arrest the injustice of the king, the simple herald 
barely reminded him, how short would be the reign of 
injustice, how inevitable and how near was the final period 
of ambition. Let it be remembered to the credit of the 
Monarch, that while the thunders of the Politician were 
intolembley the Monitor was of his own appointment. 
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IV »BBVACI. 

This slicfat sketch, for it pretends to no ht|i^r i 
aims only at being plain and practical. Contending 
solely for those indispensable points, which, by involving 
present dnty, involve fatore happiness, the writer haa 
avoided, as fkr as Christian sincerity pemrits, aH contro- 
vetted topics ; has shunned whatever night lead to dia^ 
potation rather than to profit. 

We live in an age, when, as Mr. Pope bbsehred of that 
In which he wrote, it is criminal to be moderate. 
Wonlditconldnotbesald tet religion has her partiek 
as well as politics! Tliose who endeavottf to steer 
clear of all extremes in eitbel', are in dtDOger of being re- 
probated by both. It Is rathet a hardship fbr persons, 
who having considered it as a Christian duty to cMtivlktft 
a spirit of moderation in thihking, and of eandottf fat jdd^* 
insr, that, when these dispositions are bton^t tato actiotr, 
<hey IVeqnently incnr a harsher ceamr«, tllafl th(* erron 
irhich it was their Chief ahn to avoid. 

IVrhaps, therefore, to that hnman wMoth ivhose lead^ 
Ing object is hnman applanse, it might answer best to 
be exclusively attached to someone party On the protee* 
tion of fliat party at least, it might in that chfte reCkOh ; and 
it Wonld then have the dislike of thfe Opposite tittK alone to 
tonteiN! against - while those who cannot goall lengtM W}fft 
either can hardly escape the disapprobation of both. 

To apply the remark to the preset ease.-*-The Au« 
thor is apprebensire that she nay be nt once eehsnr^d 
by opposite classes of readers, as h^ng tdo strict, and 
too related ;--too mnch attached to opinions, mid too iii» 
di^rent about them ;^-a8 having niirrowed the broad 
field of Christianity by faibonring to establish its pecttll- 
ar doctrines;— as having broken down its tnddsnres by 
•lot confining herself to doctrineii exclusively j— as ha^- 
ing considered moraHty of too little Jtnportatic^, as hav« 
ing raised it to an nndne elevation ;— as havmg raade 
practice every things as having made it nothing. 
. While a Catholic spirit is accused of being latitndtna- 
rian in one party, it reatlv i^ so in another. In one. It 
exhibits the character of Christianity od hfer own grand 
biit correct scale; in the other, it is the offspring of that 
indiflerence, which, considering all opinions as of nearly 
the same valne, indemnifies Itself fbr tolerating all, by 
not attacliing itself to any ; which, establishing a self- 
complacent notion of general benevolence, with a view 

ducredit the narrow spirit of Christianity, and adop« 
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ting 41 4up]»f of tbai £bea[^ material, liberal sentiment, 
«6 opposed to religions strictness, sacrifices true pietjr 
io liilse caniloiir, 

'. Christiaiuty, ma^ be said to suffer between two crim- 
l&alay Jjiitit ii cUlQ^pn^t to determinie by which she suffer^ 
most.^-rrwhetti^ by that uncbaiitable bigotry wliicli dis- 
guises her divine character, and speculatively adopts the 
fitggc^t sm4 the flames of inquisitorial intolerance^ or by 
tbat.iaditicriminate candour, that conceding slackness, 
vhicja, ^^strippiogher of her appropriate attributes, le- ' 
duces ber to something scarcely worth contending for > 
tosomethmg which, instead of making her the religion 
oiT^Chilst, generalizes her into any religion which n>ay 
cliBse to a(k»pt her.— -The.one dbtorts her lovely luiea- 
rneola into caQcatu|:e^ and throws her graceful figur^ in- 
to glo^iny shadow ; the other, by daubing her over with 
coUws not. her own, renders her form indistinct, and 
obliterates ^er features. .In the firjit instance, she ex* 
<^e(i li^e affection ', in the latter^ she is not recognised; 
• Tlie.Write|r.,has endeavoured to address herself, as a 
Christian who must die soon, to Christians who must die 
certainly, bhe trusts that she shall not be accused df 
erectimg berself into a censor, but be considered as on^ 
vvho vfhte^ with a real consciousness that she is far from 
'having reached the attainments she suggests; with i^ 
lieart^U conviction of the danger of holding out a stand- 
air^ too likf \y to disjcredit her own practice She writes 
UQ^ with the assi^mptibnof suj^eribrity, but with a deep 
j^racticai sense of the iniirmijties against . which she has 
j||^re.si;vn^dto caution others. She wishes to be under- 
stood! as peaking the.laqguage^f sympathy, rather than of 
4|ctajtion i of feeling rather than of document. So far 
from l^ancying herself exempt from the evils on which she 
l^sanimadverted,,, her very feeling of those evils has as- 
^ted bteifin th^ii* delineation. Thus this interior senti^ 
nient oif her oi'vn deficiencies, which might be ur^ed as 
ft dis%i|aU0cation,,has, she trusts, enabled her to point out 
dangers to others.— If the patien.t cannot lay down rules 
foi;lhe^ui*e of a reigning disease, mpch (ess effect the 
cure j yet from the symptoms Vommon to the same ihal- 
ady^ he w|ip labours uude^ it may suggest the necessity 
of atfi^nding to \i/ He may .treat the case feelingly, if 
not scientificairy.. He ma^ Substitute experience, in, 
d<^uit ot* skill; he may insist on tjie yalue of tlie rei" 



edyhlihati tief»1eete<l, as well as reeommend thati^imi 
#hich lie has found benefit. 

The sabjects considered in th^e Tohmite Imre been 
Animadverted on, have beeti ih a manner exhaosted, bv 
persons betore whose names the Author bows down <Hm 
the deepest humility ; 1>y able professional instructors^ 
by piety adorned with all tiie jrraces of style^ and tnvtg* 
orated with afl the powers of argument 

Why then, it may be nsktd, multiply books which mkt 
. fatiier incumber the Reader than strengthen the Causer 
•^'^ That the older is bettei^ rarniot be disputed. But 
is not the bein^^'bld*" wimetimes a reason why the be^ 
inar ** better^ is not rejjarded? Novelty itself is «n at- 
traction which but too often irupersedes merit. A slight- 
er drapery, if it be a new one, may etdte a degree of 
att^tion to an otject, not paid to it when clad in a lieh- 
er ^rb to which the eye has been accustohied. 

. The author may begin to ask with one of her earliest 
and mostenliglitened friends*—** Where is the world into 
which we were bornf" Death has broken most bf ttiosa 
cdunexions which made the honour and the happiness q( 
luer yontlifbt days. Fresh links however have continued 
tt> attach her to society. She is singulariy happy iU thfe 
affectionate regard of a great ntimber ofamiable yormg 
persons, who may peruse, with additional attention, sen ti- 
itients Which vome recommended to them by the warmth 
bf their own attachment, more than by ^w.claim^of 
merit m the Writer. Is there not something in personal 
linowledge, something fa the feelings of endbared ac« 
i^naintance, which, by that bidden associatibu^ i/^enpe«o 
much of mir undeVlneJl pteasure is derived, ii it does not 
impart new force to old truths, inay ex'cite tf new inter« 
est in considering truths which are knoWiff Her con- 
tern for these engagini; persons extends beyond the 
transient period of present intercourse, tt would shed a 
ttty of brifijhtness on her parting hour, if she could hope 
that any caution here held out, any principle here sug- 
gested, any habit here recommended, might be of use to 
any one of them, when the hand wluch now guides the 
pen, ran be no longer exerted in their service, lliis 
would be remembenng their friend in a way wli^ would 
<evince tlie highest atfection in them, wtticlt would C(Nlfer 
Ibe truest honour on herself. 

Mathtf fTmt, Match Ut, tSll. ogzedbyGoOQle 
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CHAP. I. 



CHJU8TIAIIIYT AM IHTSBHAI. PSIIfCIPLB. 

CHRlSTIAI^1TYIMrtftlltli«Mtt]U«fadl«iii««riglMl. 
It CHfM do#B ftotn lleiiir«ti, tM Hs gniriooi irarpose it to 
early lis ttp thitlMt. Its mithor is Qod. It ivaft fote* 
toM fWiiii tb^ beKidCiiiig by |»rophef k» wMrb grew elcaro 
M- atf4 liri|;ht«r m they 8fit>if4Niclied tHe period of tbek- 
•eeOfiipliflhiheiit. It WM eoMfifUMKi by tuimelet wbicb 
eontinned till tbe religion th^ illiittnited mm efttab* 
lltbed. It mm rMified by tbe blood of it» mitbor. Iti 
ioetrines kre pore, sttblitfie, eoiMifttetit^ Its precepts jiul 
and boly. Iti llrorghip is spiritual. Its serviee fe^ison* 
able, and fHMlei^d practicable by tbe offers of ditine 
idd to bnmao weakness. It is santtioned by tbe pittmis^ 
if eternal bappiiieBS to tbe fbiffafal, and tbe threat of 
everiastitig misery to the disobedient It had no colln>> 
ftion with power^ fbi^ power sought to etaih it. It coald 
not be id any leagoe with the world, ibr it set oat by de* 
eiariog itself the enemy of the World, tt teprobated it* 
maBLhns^ it shewed the Yhiiity of itsglortes, the danger of 
its riches, the emptlneto Of its pleasures. 

Chtistiaiiity, thongh th«* most perftfCt rule of Hfie that 
ever was dcirwed, is ihr from being barely a rnle of \ih. 
A religion consistittg of a mere Code Of laws, might haTe 
sufficed for man in a state of innocence. But man who 
has btokeft these laws cannot be saved by a rale which 
ke has violated. What consotatioa could he find in the 
perusal of statutes, evei^ one of which, bringing a fresh 
eontiction of his jniilt, brings a fresh assurance of hii 
coodCmfiatioii. 'fte diief object of the Oospel is not 
to ftimish rutes for the preservation of innocence, but 
to hold out the means of salvatioik to the guilty. It does 
hot proceed npoto a inpposition, but a lact ; not upon 
what might have suited man in a state of purity, but op* 
on wliat is shitable to hhn in the exigencies or Jiis iklicn 
state. 

This reHgloil does not eoiiifet m an efttema) conform- 
ity to practices which, though right in themselves, may 
be adopted firom human motives, and to answer secular 
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pArposes. It 18 not a religion of forms, and modes, and 
, decencies. It is being transformed into the image- of 

t»d. It is being likerminded with Christ. It is con- 
ering him as onr sanctification, as well as oor redemp- . 
tion. It is endeavouring to live to litm here that we 
may live wit^ him hereafter. - It is desiring earnestly to 
surrender oaf'will to his, onr heart to the conduct of his 
spirit, our life to the guidance of bis word. 

Tlie change in the hunNui heart, which the Scnptnre» 
declare to he necessary, they represent to be not so 
much an old principle improved, as a new one created ; 
not educed out of the former character, -fo«t infused 
into the new one. This chaq^ is there expressed in 
gr^at varieties of language, and under d^erent^fignre^ of 
speech. Its being so frequently described, or figum* 
tively intimated in almost every part of the volnme of 
inspiration, intitles the doctrine itself to reverence, and 
ought to shield from obloquy tbe^ obn(»ao«s' terras ia 
which it is sometimes conveyed. - . 
' . The sacred writings frequently point out &e analogy 
between natural and spiritual things. Tlie same £pint 
which in the creation of the world .moved upon the- &ce 
of the %vater8, operates on the human character to pro* 
duce a new heart and a new life. By thi8K>peration the 
liffectious and Acuities of the man receive a new im- 
pulse— his dark understanding is illuminated, his re* 
beihous will is subdued, his imgnlar desires are rectifi* 
^ed ; his judgment is informed, his imagination is chas- 
tised, his inclinations are sanctified ; his hopes and- fears 
are directed to their true and adequate end. Heaven 
becomes the object of his hopes, an eternal separation 
from God the object of his fears. His love of the world 
is transmuted into the love of God. The lower Acui- 
ties are pressed into tlie new service. The senses have a 
higher direction. The whole internal frame and con* 
etitntioD receive a nobler bent ; the intents and pur* 

{>o.ses of the mind a snblimer aim ; his aspirations a 
oftier flight; his vacillating desires find a fixed object ; 
his vagrant purposes a settled home ; his disappointed • 
heart a certain refuge. That heart, no longer the wor- 
shipper of the world, is struggling to become its con- 
queror. Our biessed Kedeemer, in overcoming the 
world, bequeathed us his command to overcome it also; . 
bat as he did not give the command without the exam^ 
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pie, so be did not |^ve the example without the offer of a 
power to obey the coniftiand. 

GeDnme religion demands not merely an external pra- 
fesaoB of our ^legiance to €rod, but an inward devoted- 
ness f^ ourselves to his service. K is not a recognition, 
but a dedicatioa. It puts the Christian into a new state 
of things, a new condition of being. It raises him above 
the world while lie lives in it. It disperses the illusions 
of sense, by opening his eyes to reaHties in tlie place of 
those shadows wbieh he has been ptirsoing. It presents 
thi» world as* a seene whose original beauty Sin has dark- 
aied and disordered, Man' as a helpless and dependent 
cffeature, Jjesus Christ as the repairer of ail the evils 
wfaicli m has caused, and as our restorer to holines^ and 
happiness. Any retlgton short of this, any, at least, 
which has not this for its end and object, is not that re- 
hgion^wllich the Gospel has presented to us, which our 
Redeemer came down on earth to teach ns by his pre- 
cepts, to illustrate by his example, to confirm by bis' 
death, and to consummate by his resurrection. 

If Christianity do not always produce the^c happy 
effects to the extent here represented, it has alway^i a 
tendency to produce them. If we do not see the pro* 
gresB to be such as the Grospel annexes to the transform- 
i^ power of true reHgion, it is not owing to any defect 
in the principle, but to the remains of sin in the heart ; 
to theimpeifectly subdued corruptions of the Christian. 
Those who are veiy sincere are still very imperfect. 
They evidence their smcerity by acknowledging the 
loamess of their attainments, by lamenting the remain- 
der of their corruptions. Many an humble Christian 
whom the world reproaches with behig extravagant in 
his zeal, whom it ridicules for being enthusiastic in his 
aims, and rigid in his practice, is inwardly inoummg on 
the vci-y contrary ground. He would bear their cen- 
sure marc cheerfully, but Aat he feels his danger 
lies in the opposite cKrection. He is secretly abasing 
himself before his Bfaker for not carrying far enough 
that principle which he is accused of cairying too far. 
Tlie feuU which- others- find in hiin is excess. The fault 
he^ndsin himself is defhHeocy. He is, alas! too com* 
monly right. His enemies speak of him as they hear. 
He jfldges of himself as he feels. But, though humbled 
to the dust by the deep sense of his own unworthiness, 
he is " strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
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night* ''He hm," w^s tlie venml^le Hwilk^f *'^ 
Shepherd fun of kiDdness, fiiU of ci^re. «p4 full of pow- 
er.*' His pi^yer i$ not for reward put pardoo* His 
I^ea is not merit bat mercy ; but then it is mercy made 
sore to him by the promise of the AUmghty to penitent 
believers* 

The mistal^epf many in reli|ion appears to be, that 
the^ do not begin with the b^t^inning. They do not lay 
their foundation in the persuasion that man is by nature 
in a state of alienation from God. They consider him ra< 
ther as an imperfect than as i^ (alien creature. They allow 
that he requires to be improvedi but deny that hereqnir^ 
a tborongb renovation of heart 

Bat genuine Christianity can never be grafted OQ any 
other stock than the apostacv of man. The design to re- 
instate beings who have not fallen; to propose a restorar 
tion without a previous loss, a cure where tbei^e was no 
radical disease, is altogether an incongruity which woal<i 
seem too palpable to require confutation, did we not so 
frequently see the doctrine of redemption maintained bv 
those who deny that roan was in a state to require such 
a redemptioa. But would Christ have been sent '< ta 
preach deliverance to the captive/* if there had been no 
captivity; and '* the opening of the prison to them that 
were bound/* had there beci^ no prison, had man been, in 
00 bondage? 

We are aware that many consider the doctrine in qqeih 
tion as a bold charge against our Creator. But niay w^ 
not venture to ask, Is it not a bolder charge figaiiu^ 
Qod's goodness to presume that he had made beinp ojf^ 
ifinaliy wicked, and against 'God*s veracity to beUeve^ 
wM. having made such beiqgs, he pronounced them 
'' good?" Is not that doctrine more reasonable which is 
expressed or implied in every part of Scripture, that the 
moral corruption of our first parent has been eiitailed on 
his whole posterity ; that from tliis corruption (though 
only punishable for their actual offences) they are no 
more exempt than from natural death? 

We must not, however, think fiilsel|y of onr nature; 
we most hnmble but not degrade it. Our original bright- 
ness is obscured, but not extioguashed. If we consider 
ourselves in our natural state, our estimation cannot be 
too low : when we reflect at what a price we have been 
bought, we cap hardly over-rate ourselves in the ^iew of 
immortality. 
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If, indeed, the Alniii^hty had left ns to the consequen- 
ces of our natural state we miuht, with more colour ot 
reason, have mutined against his justice. Bnt when we 
see bow graciously he ha^i turned our very lapse into an 
occasion of improving our coiMlition ; how from this evil 
he was pleased to a'.lvance u» to a greater good than we 
had lost ; how that hfe winch was forfeited may be rej- 
]l(ored ; how by graftiii;; the redemptioTi of man on the 
very circumstance of bis fall, be has raised him to the ca* 
bacity of a higher condition than tttat which he has for-, 
felted, and to a happiness superior to that from which he 
feu — ^^What an impression does this give us of the immea- 
surable wisdom and goodness of God, of the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ 

The religion which it is the object of these pages to re- 
commend, has been sometimes misunderstood, and not 
seldom misrepresented, ft has been described as an un- 
productive theory, and ridiculed as a fincifnl extrava- 
gance. For the sake of dislmction it is here called, T/ie 
Religion of (he heart. There it subsists as the fountain of " 
spiritnal life ^ thence it sends forth, as from the central 
4eat of its existence, supplies of life and warmth through 
Ihe whole frame : there is the soul of virtue^ there is ♦he 
ifital principle which animates the whole being of a Chris- 
tian. 

Tills religion has been the support and consolation of 
^e pious believer in all ages of the Church. That it has 
lieen perverted both by the cloistered and the un-clois- 
tercd mystic, not merely to promote abstraction of mind, 
ijut inactivity of life, makes nothing asraia^it the principle 
Itself. What doctrine of the New Testament has not 
been made to speak the language of its ii\|uoicioiis advo^ 
cftte, aiid turned into arms against some other doctrine 
which it was never meant to oppose ? 

But if it has been carried to a blarneahle excess Ijy the 

Sious error of holy men, it has also b«en adopted by the 
^S8 innocent fanatic, and abused to the most pernicious 
*pnrposes. His extravagance has furnished to tlie enemies . 
of internal religion, arguments, Or rather invectives, 
against the sound and sober exercises of genuine piety. 
They seize every occasion to representlt as if it were 
criminal^ as the foe of morality; ridiculous as the infal- 
lible test of an nbsound mind ; mischievous, as hostile to 
active virtde, and destructive as the oane of public utijit^. 
B 
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Bat if thew cbargea be really well IbDnded* tfcea were 

the brightest luminaries of the Christian Church^thei| 
were Kome, and Porteus, and Beverid^e ; then were 
Hooker, and Taylor, and Herbert ; Hopkins^ Leigfaton, 
aad Usher; Howe, and Baxter, Ridley, Jewe^ an4 
Hooper;— then were Chrysostome find Aognstine, the 
Iteformers and the Fathers , then were the goodly fellow, 
ship of the Prophets, then were the noble army of Mar* 
tyrsy then were the glorious company of the ApostleflL 
then was the Disciple whom Jesus loved, then was Jeans 
faimself-I shudder at the implication— drv specnlatista^ 
frantic enthusiasts^ enemies to virtue, and sobverters of 
thepublic weal. 

Those who disbelieve, or deride, or rgect this inward 
religion, are much to be compassionated. Their belief 
that no such principle exists, will, it is to b^ feared, et- 
fectually prevent its existing in themselves, at least, whil^ 
they make the if own state the measure of their general 
judgment Not being sensible of the required dispon- 
tions, in their own heart;, they establish tnis as a proof 
of its inipossibility in all cases. This persuasion, as lom( 
as the^ maintain it, will assuredly exclude the reception 
of divme truth. What they assert can be true in no case^ 
cannot be true in their own. Their hearts will be baiv 
red against any inflnence in the power of which they d^ 
not believe, lliey will not desire it, they will not pn^ 
for it, except in the Liturgy, where U ts the decided hm^ 
gunge: They will not addict themselves to those pioa» 
exercises to which it invites tliem, exeri'iiies which it e¥^ 
er loves and cherishes. Thus they expect the end, biit 
avoid the way which leads to it ; they indulge the bo|>e of 
glory, while they neglect or perveit the means of Grac^ 
But let not the formal religionist, who has, probabl^^ 
never sought, and, therefore, never obtuned, anv senst 
of the spiritual merely of God, couclude that there Is, 
therefore, no such state. His having no conception of it 
is no more proof that no such state exists, than it is a 
proof that the dieering beams of a genial climate have no 
existence, because the inhabitants of the frozen zone 
have never felt them« 

Where our own heart and experience do not illustrate 
these troths practically, so as to afford ns some evidence 
of their reality, let. us exaromcDur minds, and faithfully 
^oilpw np our convictions ^ let us inquire whether Gb^ 
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foB really Iveen wanting in the accompUAment of his 
l^oflsfses, or whether we have not been sadly deficient fai 
yielding to those snggestions of conscience which are the 
iKiotions of his spirit? Whether we have not neglected to 
iiii]rtoiie theatdsof thftt Spirit; whether we have not^ itt 
mirioaa instances, nssisted them? Let nsask onrselves-— 
hawe we iooked np to onr lieatenly father witti hnmble 
dependence for 4he supplies of his ^nct^ ot have we 
prayed ferr these blessing only as a form, add having ae* 
fitted ourselves of the form, do we continae to Kve as if 
we had not so prayed? Having repeatedly imptored his di- 
rection, 60 we endeavour to sobmit oorselves to its guid* 
«Bce? Having prayed that his wili may be done, <fo we 
never stoutly set np our own will in contradiction to his? 

If, then, we receive not the promised snpport and 
comfort^ the failure mnst rest somewhere. It lies be- 
tween bun who has promised, and him to whom the pro- 
mise i* made. There is no other alternative ; would it 
sot be blasphemer to transfer the failnre to God? Let as 
not, then, rest till we have cleared np the diffienlty. 
Vhe spirits sinks, and the faith faifs, if, aftern contimi- 
edroqnd of readhie and pfayer; after hairinf, for years, 
conformed to the fetter of the commaod; af^er nsving 
iicrttpnloasly bronght in onr tale of ostwsnrd dntles; we 
ifind onnelves jost where we were at setting mt 

We complain jttstly of onr own weSkuess, and trafy 
plead, onr ioabifity as a reason why we cannot Mrye God 
as we ought. This infirmity, its natnre, and its measure, 
,Ood knows txr more eitactW than we know it; yet he 
' taovfB that, with the lielp which he ofiers us, we can both 
love and obey him, or henerer wonM have made it the 
i^aaHfication of onr obtalnhig his favour. He never 
would have said ^ give me thy heart*—" seek ye my 
fkce''— add to yonr faith virtue?—" have a right heart 
and a right spirit^—-" strengthen the thin^ that remain*' 
— " ye will not come to me that ye might have Hfe*'^had 
not all tliese precepts a dcflttite raeantng, hadnot ali these 
been practicable do ties. 

Can we suppose that the omniscient God wonid have 

«\ven these unqualified commands to powerless, incapa- 
le, nnimpressible t>eings? Can we snppose tffat he would 
paralyse his creatures, and tlien cmidcmn them for not 
being able to move? He knows, it is tme, our natural 
impotence, bat he knows, bccanseheconfers^ onr super- 
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indnred strength. There b scarcely a command in the 
vrliole Scrtptiirtf which has not either immediately, or in 
tome otiier part, a correhponding prayer, and a corres- 
ponding promise. If it says in one place '^ get thee a 
new heart"— it says m another *' a new heart will I gite 
thee ;*'-HUid in a tkiird '• make me a clean heart f*' For it 
is Worth observmie that a diiigent inonirer may trace ev- 
«ry where tbio threefold nuion. It Qpd commands by 
Saint Hinl " let not sin reii^n in yoor mortal bodv,'' he 
pvomiuh by the same 4poi»tle ** Sin shall not have domin- 
ion over yon }*•— -while, to co «:plete the tripartite agree- 
ment, he makes David pttiy tiiat his ** sins may not have 
dominion over him/' 

The Saints of old, so far from setting up on the stock 
of their own independent virtue, seem to have had no 
idea of any lucht but what was imparted, of any strength 
but what was communicated to them from above. — Hear 
their iniportnnate pt'titions!— "O send forth thy light 
and thy truth I'— Mark their grateful declarations!— 
^ tiie Lord is my strength and my salvation !" — Observe 
tiM'ir cordial acknowledgments!—*^ bless the Lord, Q 
my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name.*' ^ 

Thoiiish we must be careful not to mistake for the dif 
vine Agency those impulses which pretend to operate 
independently of external revelation ; which have little 
reference to it; which set themselves above it } it is how- 
ever that powerful agency which «ianctifies all raeans^. 
renders ah external revelation effectual.— Notwithstand- 
ing that all the truths of religion, all the doctrines of sal- 
vation ai« contamed in the holy scriptures, these very 
sciiptnres require the mBueoce o^ that spirit which dic- 
tated them to produce an influential faith. This Spirit^ 
by enlightening the mind, converts the rational persua- 
8ion» bnngs the intellecUial conviction of divine trath 
conveyed in the New restanient, into an operative prin- 
ciple. A man, from readii;g, examining, and inquiring^ 
may attain to such a reasonable assurance of the truth of 
revebition a^ wnl remove all doubts irom his own mind, 
and even enable him to reftite the objections of others ; 
but this bare intellectual faith alone will not operate 
against his corrupt affections, will not cure his bc^jetting 
sin, will nei conquer hLs rettellious will, and may not 
therefore be an emcacious principle. A mere historical 
faitfay the mere evidence of foets with the soimdest reu- 
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IbtYinffi strd dedotffioiisfimi.theAT, imywit be tint Mik 

An fcnlntttsil t€f€tct[<!6 to tli9t 9|>tirit wfiic^ ftiiliiiat64 
0fe/ea[I Christian i« mo fttrfrom extltfdhig^lhftt it strm^th* 
«*» the truth of t«v«Isftion, b«f h*tef tfontradfctM it. 
Hie word of Ood is always In nvikoH with Inft sphit. 
His spirit is never ifl oppositfoo to his won!. Indeed tfanit 
this inflaence is not an imagitiary thfcfg, is eonArmed by 
flie Whofe tttkcr of Scf l{>^ii^. We are aivare th«t we 
ims tftsadnng On dangcironsy becattse dis|Rited gf ottMd , fo^ 
Irtncmig the fashionable enrtailmentsr of lAsriprtifre doe< 
iritiesy thete is not one tnith whiefa ins beifctt fopped ffont 
the modem ereed with a more unsparing liand; netoney 
the ddbttce of wliich exciter more stitpieioft sgainsf iu 
4dtoeat^. Bnt if it had htm a itifire phatreont, mnld we 
Wifli tH(!h jeatom rterstion, hate beoK eatrtloned against 
itegtecttog or opposing: it? If the hofy iMrit centd not 
ie <* grieved,'* might not be ** qfrenched/ were not ftke- 
^ to be •< resisted ;*' that Tery spirit wMeh prochlimed 
uie prohibitions wonid never have said '* gHeve aoty*' 
*• quench not,** " resist not* The Bible never warns os 
^ajaidstimagfnary evil, nor eonris ns to mtaginaiy good, 
tf then We refuse to yield to itsf ^nidanee, if we reject its 
directions, if we snbmit not to its gentle persua^kmSj fbr 
4Aich they are, and not arbitral^ oompnbioney we slndi 
«ev^r attain to that peace and hberfy which are tkte pri- 
i^lege, the promised rewaiti of sincere €hri«thnn. 
' 'In spealcTng of that peace which passeth understand- 
ins, we athide not to those iltnminAtkMs tmd raptures, 
^hich, if God htis in some instances bestowed them, he 
Imt no where pledged himmelf to bestow; \m of that ra^ 
tionat yet elevated hope which fiowsfrom an assnred per* 
MRtsioit of the paternal h)?e of our heavenly Father; of 
that *« secret of ttie Lord," which he himself has assnred 
hs, * is wilb them that fear hiiW;* of that life and power 
of relfgion which are Hie privilege of those ** who abide 
tinderthe shadow of the* Almighty f* of those who « know 
in wlmm they have belieted f of those " who walk not 
aher the flesh bat after tiic spirit f of those '^ whoendnre 
4iS s^euig him who is iwvisibte .*' 

Many fkahs may be eomwitted wheri^ there is nevel^• 
theicsd a sincere di'sil^ t6 please Ood. Manf infirmitiei 
ate consistent with a ^'ordlat lo*e of onf redeemet. B^th 
*a V be Sincere where H i» *nt strongs Bnt he who can 

B 2 
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cooscientioosly say that he seeks the favour of God above 
every earthly good ; that he delights ia his service in-; 
coniparabljf more thau in auy other gratification $ that 
to obey biiu here and to enjoy his presence hereaf<4 
ter is the prevailing desire of his heart ; that his chief 
sorrow is that he loves him no more and serves hina^ 
BO better, such a man requires no evidence that his heart 
is changed, and his sins forgiven. 

For the happiness of a Chiistian does not consist m 
mere feelings which may deceive, nor in frames which 
can be only occasional ; but in a settled, calm convic- 
tion that God and eternal things have the predominance 
in his hearty in a clear perception that they have, though 
with much alloy of infirmity, the supreme, if not uudis^ 
turbed possession of his mind; in an experimental per- 
suasion that his chiet remaining sorrow is^ that he does 
not surrender himself with so complete an acquiescence 
as he ought to his convictions. These abatements, though 
sufficient to keep us humble, are not powerful enough 
to make us unhappy. 

The true measure then to be taken of our state is 
from a perceptible change in our desires, taste's, and 

Eleasnrcs ; from a sense of progress, however small, in 
pliness of heart and life.. This seems to be the saf- 
est rule of judging, ftfr if mere feelings were allowed to 
be the criterion, the presumptuous would be inflated with 
spintual piide from* tlie persuasion of enjoying them ; 
while the bumbie, from their vei-y humility, might be as 
unreasonably depressed at wanting such evidences. 

The recognition of this divine aid then, involves no 
presumption, raises no illusion, causes no inflation ; it 
is^ober in its principle and rational in its exercise. . In 
establishing the law of God it does not reverse the law 
of Nature, for it leaves os in full possession of those 
natural faculties which it improves and sanctifies ; and 
so far from inflamiiig the tm£^[i»ation, its proper tend- 
eiicy is to subdue and regoiate it. 

A security which outruns our attainments is a most 
dangerous state, yet it is a state most unwisely coveted. 
The probable way to be safe hereafter, is not to be 
presumptuous now. If God graciously vouchsafe us 
inward consolation, it is only to animate us to farther 
progress. It is given us for support in our way, and not 
for a settled mainteuaoce in oar preseojLcondition. If 
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tbe promises are oiir alimeiity the camuuiidments are 
oar work ; and a temperate Christian ought to desire 
nomishineat only in order to carry biin through his busi- 
ness. If be so supinely rest on the one as to grow sen- 
snal and indolent, be might become not onlv unwilling 
but incapacitated for the performance or the other. 
We mast not expect to live upon cordials, which only 
aerve to inflame v^ithout stfengtheinng. Even without 
these supports^ which we are more ready to desire than 
to put ourselves in the wajr to obtain, there is an inward 
peace in an humble trust in God, and in a simple reli- 
ance on his word; there is a repose of spirit, a freedom 
from solicitude in a lowly confidence in him, for which 
the world has nothing to giv« in exchange. 

On the whole then, the «tate which we have been 
describing, is not the dream of the Enthusiast ; it is not 
the reverie of the Visionary, who renounces prescribed 
duties for fanciful speculations, and embraces shadows 
for realities ; but it is that sober earnest of. Heaven* that 
reasonable anticipation of eternal felicity, which Qod 
is graciously pleased to grant, not partially, nor arbitra- 
rily, but to alt yvho diligently seek bis face, to all to 
whom his service is freedom, his will a law, his word 
a delight, his Spirit a guide ; to all who love him un- 
feign<^]y, to all who devote themselves to him unreserv- 
edly, to all who with deep self-abasement, yet with 
filial confidence, prostrate themselves^ at the foot of his 
throne, saying, Ix>rd, lift thou up the light of thy coon- 
ieiumce upon us and we shall be safe. 

V 



CHAP. IL 

CHRISTIANITY A PILACTICAL PRIKCIPLE. 

If God be tlie Author of our spiritual life, the root 
from which we derive the vital principle, with daH^ 
supplies to maintain this vitality ; tlien tlie best evi- 
dence we can give that we have received sometlung of 
this principle, is an unreserved dedication of ourselves 
to tlie actual promotion of his glory. No man ought to 
fiatterhinuKlf that be is in tiia favour of God, whose 



tW^ h ffdt eoiiMief»«d to th« »ervic« of God. WW it 
not b6 the only aMonhrocul proof of siich a coiiseMiftfmi^ 
tl»tb« be tnoN! mmotu of ftood works tliHii tbOM; who, 
dfsialltfwmg flir prmeiple ofi whteh lie fieiforfifs tM?m« 
do not tfeA pretend to be acfttiated by ta^y meh mml^e? 

Th^ fittest theory nevrt- yet cartled any mAn i6 
Amvett. A Heffii<)oti of tmiom whkh occupies the 
terfifd, irikltontfiHitt^the heart, may rbstniet, but cMiiot 
lidiraiH;« the salvatiott of men. If these iK|)fk>rt9 ar« 
ftfoe, they are mott penrieioftt; if trae attd not op^tk" 
tive, they a^Ktavate uttllt ; if ttfihtiportaitt thmigh not 
«tritf^, they oe^rnmr the-piac? which belongt ro noW^ 
Otgefts, Tind ffhik the mind below iti proper level; strh* 
stitntiDg the tMff|^ whieh only ought not to be Ye^ aiidoffe, 
ftt the place of tfiose which ouj^t t6 be dom ; and 
enttfltog th^gtimd edsentiab not to be done At afl. Sndk 
* reiirioii is not that wfateb Christ came to teach mtii^ 
khid. 

All the doctrines of the Gospel are practieal prhi^f* 
plea. The word of Ood wtis not written, the son of 
God was not incarnate, the Spirit of Ood was not given, 
(mly thitt Chrlsttons miftht obtain right fietn^ and 
pOMes» Just notions. Heligion is something more than 
mere correctness of intdlcet, jbstness of conception^ 
and etactnefts of jndgment. Ir is a life-^ving principle. 
It must bt ittfhsed into the habit, as #elt as goterrf hi 
the nnderstAnding ; it most regulate the will as well a^ 
dirMft the ereed. It nmst not only cast the opinion^ 
into a new frame, bnt tbe heart into h new monfd It 
is a transforming as well as a penetrating principle. It ' 
changes the tastes, gives activity to the incIinations,;aDd, ' 
together with a neW heart, produces a new life. 

Christianity enjoins the same temper, the same spirit^ 
the same dispositions on all its real professors. The 
act, the performance, must depend on circumstances 
which do not depend on os. The power of doing good 
is withheld from many, from whom, however, the reward 
Will not be withheld. If the external act constituted the 
#hoie table of Christian tirtne, then most the Author 
Of all good be himself the Author of ii^tice, by puttihg 
it out of the power of mnltitndes to fulfil his owYi com- 
nmnds. In principles, in tempers, in i^^rvent deshtnt, in 
holy endeavours, consist the very essence i^ Christtaa 

^ 4tl^. • Digitized by Google 



I 



.A PRACTieAX* PRINf IPLE. 21 

Nof most Yfe fondly attach onrselycs to the practic« 
of some particular virtue, or value ourselves exclusively 
on some favourite qualify -, nor must we wrap ourselves 
1^ in .the performance of some individual actions, as if 
tbey formed the sum of Christian duty. But we must 
embrace the whole law of God in all its jaspects, bear- 
iilgs, and relations. We must bring no fancies, no par- 
tialities, no prejudices, no exclusive choice oriejectioo, 
into our religion, but take it as we find it,, and obey it 
as We recdve it, as it is exhibited in the Eible without 
addition, curtailment;, or adulteration. 
^ Nor must we pronounce on a character by a single ac- 
tion really bad, or apparently good ; if so, reter's denial 
would render him the object of our execration, while 
ifc should have judged favourably of the prudent econ- 
omy of Judas. The catastrophe of the latter, who does 
not knowi*. while the other became a glorious martyr to 
that Master wbom, m a moment of infirmity, he ba4 
denied. 

A Piety altogetherspiritual, disconnected with all outr 
ward circumstances; a religion of pure meditatioo^ao^ 
abstracted devotion^ was not made for so compound,, sql 
imperfect a creature as man.. There haye,^indeed^ been 
a few sublime spirits, not '•'*. touched but rapf,'! who, to^ 
tally cnt oiSTfroui the world, seem almost to haveiiterally, 
soared above this terrene region,; who almost appear to 
haive stolen the fire of the. Seraphim, and to have had no. 
business on earth, but to keep alive the celestial flame. 
They would, however, have approxuuated more nearly 
to the example of their divine Master, the ^reat stand- 
ard and only perfect model, bad they combmed a more 
diligent discbarge of the active duties and beneficeocea 
of life with their high devotional attainments. . 

l^at while we are in little danger of imitating, let us- 
not too harshly censure the pious error of these sublimat- 
ed spirits. Their number is small. Their example is 
not catching. Their ethereal fire is noi likely, by spread- 
ing, to inflame tlie world. The world, will take due care 
not to come in contact with it, while its distant light and 
warmth may cast, accidenl^Uya a not unusef ul ray on the 
cold hearted aud the worldly. 

But from this small number of refined but inoperative 
beings, we do not intend to draw our notions of practi- 
cal piety, God did not make a religionfor these few exr 
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6«pfioiii to ^tuB general. state of the world, bst for the 
world at Urfst ; tor beinf^s active, busy, re^ttem ; whose 
aetivity he,- by bis word, diverts into its proper cfaaimels ; 
whose busy spmt is there directed to the comiaon good ; 
whose festlessness, indicatiog tlie itiisatisfactoriness of all 
ffaey find on earth, he points to a higher destiuatioii* 
Were total sechisioa and abNtractioir designed to hare 
been the general state of the world, God would havegrrea 
ttan other laws^ other roles, other faculties, and other 
emioynieiits. 

There is a class of risionary, bat pions writers who 
seem to shoot as far beyond the inaric, as mere moralists 
Ihll short of it. Men of low view» and gross minds may 
be said to be wise beUw what is wntten, while those o£ 
too sabtle refinement are wise ahote it. The one grof el 
iBtke dost (torn the inertness of their tntellectnal fdcul* 
ties *, while theothen are lobtin the cloods by stretcliinf 
them beyood their appointed hmits .The one biii td splri tu- 
al castles in the air, instead of erecting them on the *^holy 
4|rofimjP' of Scriptnre ; the other fay their foundation, ia 
the sand instead of resting It on the rock of ages, Thofl^ 
the sifpentroctttre of boSt is eqnallv onsoiind 

God is the fountain Aroflo which all the streams of go^ 
Hess flow ; the centre from vvhichall the rays of olessed- 
fiess diverge. All pur actions are, therefore, only good^ 
cs they have a reference to Him : the streams fi>iist re* 
tert tn^k to their fonntanr, the rays most converge again 
to their centre. 

If love of God be the governing principle, this powe^* 
M spring will actuate all the movenieiit» of^tbe rational 
Inaenine. Theessence of religion does not so irnich coV 
sist in actions as affections, 'fboogh nght actions, riicre* 
fore, as from an excess of cowtesy .they are conmrouly 
termed, may be performed where there are no ri^ht af* 
fhrtions; yet are they a mere carcase, utterly destitute of 
Una soqI, and, tlierefore, of the snbstaace of vi rtne. But 
sreither can sdfections substantially and tmly^hsist vith- 
<mt producing tight actions ; for never let it be forgotten 
that a pions mctinattoo which has not hfe and vt^'onr ^iift 
ficfent to npen into act when the occasion presents it- 
self, and a eight action whiel^doesnolgrowout of a M^rni^ 
prineiple, will neither of them have any place m the ac« 
count of real goodne&s. A good inclination wil) be con- 
trary to sin, bat a mere inclination will not snbdoe sia. 
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The love of God, as it is tlie source of every rigbt ac- 
tfon ttnd ftielin^, so it is the only principle tvliidi oecessa* 
riljr involves the love of our fbttow-creatiires. As maa 
we do not love man. There is a love of partiality but 
■otof benevolence ; of sensibility hirt not of nhifaittthrO^ 
py ; of friends and favoarites, of parties and societies^ 
MTt not nf man collectively. It is troe we may, and do, 
wUhont this principle, relieve his distresses, bpt we do 
iN>t bear with his ianlts. We may promote -tils J^rtnoe^ 
btit we do not forgive his oiferices ; above aU, we arenot 
anzions for his immortal interests. We eootd" tfot' 6«e 
iitm want withonr pain, bnt we can see him sin without 
^metitm. -We ct^ild not hear of a beggar peri^in^j^at 
#ar door without horror, but we can, without concemi 
iritness an acquaintance dyin^i^ without repentance. U 
knot strange tliat We nmst participate something of the 
divine natnre, before we can really love the human ? It 
leemSy indeed, to be an insensibility to sin, rather than 
want of benevolence to mankind, that makes us naturally 
i^y their temporal and be careles« of their spiritual 
%rants ; but does not this very insensibility proceed from 
tbe want of love to God ? 

As it is the habitnal frame, and predominating dispose 
fion, which are the tnie meamire of virtue, incidental 
90od actions are no certain criterion of the state of the 
Ifeaf t ; for who Is there, who does not occasionally do 
Hiein? Having made some progress in attaining this dis^ 
positiotiy we must not sit down satisfied with propem<i> 
ties and inclinations to virtuous actions, while we rest 
ibortof their actual exercise. If the principle be tbajt 
•f. sound Christianity, it will never be inert. While we 
aliafl never do good with any great eifect, till we labour 
to be conformed, in some meaHure, to the image of God : 
we shaD best evince (mr having obtained something of 
lliat conformity, by a course of steady and active ot^di- 
ence to God. 

Bvery individual should bear in mind, that he is sent 
into this world to act apart ia it. And though one may 
iKive & more splendid, aild another a more obscure part 
assigned him, yet the actor of each is eqnally, is awfiil'* 
ly accountable. Though God is not a hard, he is an^es* 
ict master. His service, tijOngli not a severe, is a ntz* 
sonable service. He accurately proportions his lequisi* 
ttons toliisgiftSi If he doesi not expect ^^^ *^i^^ 
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sboald be ss productive as five, yet to even a single taleni 
a proportionable responsibility is annexed. 

He who has said ''Give me tby heart,*' will not be 
satisfied with less ; he will not accept the praying lips^ 
nor the mere hand of Charity, as snbstitntes. 

A real Christian will be morejast^ sober, and charitable 
than other men, though he will not rest for salvation oa 
justice, sobriety, or charity. He will perform the duties 
they enjoin, in the spirit of Christianity, as instances of 
devout obedienca, as evidences of a heart devoted to 
God. 

All virtues, it cannot be too often repeated, are sanctt* 
fied, or unhaUowed according to the principle which dic- 
tates them ; and will be accepted or rejected according- 
]y. This principle, kept in due exercise, becomes a liabi t^ 
and every act strengthens the incUnation, adding vigour 
to the principle and pleasure to the performance. 

We cannot be said to be real Christians, till religion be- 
come our animating motive, our predominating principle 
and pursuit, as much as worldly things are the predomi- 
nating motive, principle, and pursuit of worldly men. 

New converts, it is said, are most zealous, but they 
are not always the most persevering. Iftlieir tempers^ 
are warm', and they have only been touciied on the side 
of their passions, they start eageriy, march rapidly, and 
are full of confidence in their own strength. They too^ 
ofVen Judge others with tittle charity, and themselves 
with Uttle humility. Wliile they accuse those who move 
steadily of standing still, they fancy their own coarse will 
never be slackened. If their conversion be not sohd^ 
religion, in losini? its novelty, loses its power. Their 
speed declines. Kay it will be happy if their motion be- 
come not retrograde. Those who are trulv sincere, will 
commonly be persevering. If tlieir speed is less eager, 
it is more steady. As they know their own heart more, 
they discover its deceitniloess, and learn to distrust 
themselves. As they become more humble in spirit they 
become more charitable in judging. As they grow .more 
firm in principle they grow more exact in conduct. 

The rooted habits of a religious life mny indeed lose 
their prominence because they are become moreinden- 
ted. If they are not embossed it is because they arc 
bunit in. Where there b uniformity and consistency in 
tlic whole chamcter, there will be little relfrf in «ii iudi- 
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>idaftl actioii. A good deed wtll be teM strikkitfin an 
established CbrisliaD thaii a deed lees i^ood in one who 
bad been prerioosly careless ; good actions being his ex- 
pected duty and his ordinary practice. Sneh a Chris- 
tian indeed, when his right habits cease to be new and 
atrikingt may fear that he is declining: but bis qniet and 
confirmed course is a surer eyidence than the more early 
starts of charity, or fits of piety, which may have drawn 
more attention and obtained more applause. 

Again ; We should cnltivate most assiduously, be^ 
canse the work is most difficult, those graces which are 
most opposite to our natural temper ; the yahie of our 

good qualities depending much on their being produced 
y the victory over some natural wroug propensity. The 
implantation of a virtue is the eradication of a vice. It 
will cost one man more to keep down a rising passion 
than to do a brilliant deed. It will try another more to 
keep back a sparkling but corrupt thought, which his 
vrit had suggested, but which bis religion checks, than 
it would to give a Urge sum in diin-ity« A real Chris- 
tian being deeply sensible of the worthlessness of any, 
actions, which do not spring from the genuine fountain, 
will aim at such an habitoal conformity to the divine 
image, that to. perform all acts of justice, charity, kind- 
ness, temperance and every kindred virtue, may become 
the temper, the liabitual, the abiding state of his heart ; 
that like natural streams they may flow spontaneously 
from the living source. 

Practical Chrbtianity then, is the acttiid operation of 
Christian principles. It is lying on the watch for occa- 
sions to exemplify tliem. It is ^< exercising ourselves 
unto godliness.'* A Christian cannot tell in the morning, 
what opportunities he may have of doimr good during the 
day ; but if he be a reai Cliiistian, he can tell that he 
will try to keep his heart open, his mind prepared, his 
aftections alive to do whatever may oecnr in the vray of 
duty. He wiil, as it were, stand in die way to receive the 
orders of Providence. Doing goqd is his vocation. 
Kor does the young Artisan bind himself by firmer arti# 
cles to the rigid performance of his Master's work, than 
the indentured Christian to the active service of that di- 
vine Master, who himself *^ went about doing good." 
He rejects no duty,wliicfa comes within the sphere of his 
calling^ Dor does ho think the woili he is «mpl<^ed in n 
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f^4 <in^» if lie mig^t bfli dem§ a belter. Hi^lianaiip 
weU aeqaitted btiwelf of a good actioo, ia so far fron 
furiusliin{;iiii» with an excuse for avoiding Hm next, thafe 
it 19 a new reaaon ior bis embarking in it He looks nat 
at ihe work wkieb he hai acepmpiisfaed ; but on that 
W^ielt he has to do. Hi* views are always prospective. 
Hia oharities are scareety tiouted by hie power. H» will 
knows no Umits. His fisrtune may have hoands. Hia 
benevolence bae none. He is, in mind and desire, the 
Ueaeiaetor of every laiserabie man. His heart is epea 
to ali the distressed ; to the honsehoki of faith it eveiv 
flows. Where the heart is lurge, however small the Mk^ 
ty, a thousand ways of doing good will be inveated» 
Christian charity is a great enlarger of means. Christiaii 
aeU-denial negatively aecomplishfe theporposeef the£i« 
Toiu'ites of fortune In the rableaof the Nanery i-^if it 
eannotfiH the pnrse Iw a wish, it will not eaipty it by a 
vanity. It provides for others by abridging from itsell; 
Having eareltilly defined what is neceesary aad beeon* 
ii^, it allows of .no eneroachmeot on its definitioii. So- 
perHaities it will lop, vanities it will out off, Thedeviscr 
of liberal things will 6nd means of effecting them, which 
to the indolent appear mcredible, to the covetaas im« 
possible. Christian beneficence takee a large sweep* 
llmt circamference cannot be small, of winch God- i» the 
e^Qtre. Nor does religions eiiarity ui a Christian stand 
stiil becanse not kept in motion by the main spring of the 
world. Money may fail, but benevolence will be geing 
o». If lie rannot relieve want, he may mitigate sorrow. 
He may warn the inexperienced, he nmy instruct the ig* 
norant, he may confirm the doubting. The Christian 
Ifrii] find out the cheapest wi^ of being good as well as of 
dof'n^ gofid. If he eannot give money,, he may exereise 
a more difficult virtue ; he may forgive iqiuries. For- 
giveness is the economy of the heart. A Ghiistiait wiU 
find it cheaper to pardon than to resent. Forgiveness 
saves the expense of anger, the cost of hatred, tite urasto 
of spirits. It also,^ puts the soul into a frame, which 
makes the practice' of other virtnCii easy. The achieve* 
Rient of a bard duty is a great aboteher of difficul- 
ties If great occauons do not arise, he will thank-' 
folly seise on small ones* If he cannot glorify God by 
sening others, he knows that ii« has always something to 
do at home; same evil tem^r ta correct, tone wrong 



•fOfMuity to rtftnttf mom crooked prtctiec to ttminhtm. 
n« Witt nevet be at n loss for emfYioyMient, while there is 
» Nit or ft BM^ery m the world ; he wiU never be kiie, 
wbiie there to « distren to be relieved in tinotber« or a 
corfupttonto be cored ia bk own heart. We fatve ea»- 
ploynKOtaaMigned to as for every cifcnitistaace in life. 
Witm we are aAona^ we have our thotmhtt to watch ; iii 
tfae family, our tempers ; in company, ear toAfves. 

WhataA eaample of diflinlerested goodness aad nn- 
^•Wided kindiien, have we Hi oar h^veniy Father, wb« 
is asercifal over idl his works, who distriboces commoa 
ble fls i iigs without distHictiBsi, who bestows the necessary 
tcA^cdlnaenta of Itfis^ ^w shioing snn aad the refreshing 
shower, without waithsgyas we are apt to do, for peisonai 
mmntf or attfiKhneat or gratitnde v who does not look out , 
tor tecrt^bat Wpat aa s ^iialificatiott for hisihvoars ; whi* 
does not oAktwilliiigly^ who delights m the happiness^ 
md desirci thesalvaitioft of all his children, who dispenses 
bis daily asonUiecBoe and bears with our daily offences ; 
Who IB fotttns for oar viohition of his laws, supplies our 
Btocssittos^ who waits paticittly for our repentance^ and 
even solidts aa to have aoercy on our own souls! 

WhftCa iBodei ibffiMMr hnnUe imitation, is that divine 
Ipcfsou who was clothed with our humanity ; who dwelt 
a m on g w i»titot the patteili being brought near, might be 
■ t ndar ed more engaging) tfaa oonlbrmity be made more 
IM-acticable } whoso whole lilc was oae unbroken series of 
aai sci s al charity ; who ia bis eomphcated boonties, never 
ibrgoi that asan is compounded both of soul aud bo<ly ; 
who flflcr leaching the nmltitade) fed them ; who re^ 
poised none fi>r being ignoraat ; was impattrnt with none 
for beiagdoli; despised ikme for being contemBf d by 
€be worM ; rt|ectedaone for being sinners ; who eneoar- 
igtod those whose importunity o&rs censored ; who ia 
hcajjag sicknesses converted soak) who gave bread and 
forgave injuries! 

It wilt be tile endeavour of the sincere Christian to 
ittastrate his devotioasin the morning, by bis actions 
during the dsy. He will try to make lits conduct' A'' 
practical expositioo of the divine prayer which madb a 
part of them* He wiU desire *^ to hallow the name of 
God/* to promote the enliirgemeBt aad '' the coming' of 
4he << hhiip^doin** of Christ. He will endearour to do 
and to mSiet liis a'hole will } ^' to forgive" as he himself 
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irnsts tfat he is fargiven. He wiH rewWe to av^d 
that ^ temf^tation" into which^he had been prayhifC n«| 
to be led ;" and he will labour to shnn the ^ evil," fmm 
which he had been begging to be <^ delivered." He tfauft 
wakes his prayers as practical as the other parts of bis 
religion, and hibours to render his conduct as spif^ tiial as 
Ins prayers. The commentary and the text are of reci^ 
rocal applieatioo. . . 

If this gracious Saviom* has left us a perfect model 
&r our devotion in his prayer, ^e has leit » model no less' 
perfect ibr enr practice in his 'Sermon. This diirine 
Bxposition has been sometimes, misunderstood. It was 
not so RKich a snpplement to a defective law, as the re^ 
storation of the pnrity of a perfect law from the corrupt 
Interpretations of its blind exponnders. These persons 
had ceased to consider it as forbidding the principle of 
sin, and as only forbidding the act. Christ restores it 
to its original meaning, spreads it out in its due extenty 
shews the largeness of its dimensions and the spirit of iu 
institHtion. . lie untblds all its motions, tendencies, and 
relations. Not contenting himself, as human legislators 
are obliged to do, to prohibit a man tlie act which is 
injurious to others, bnt the inward temper wliich is pr«» 
judicial to himself. 

There cannot be a more strikti^ instanco, haw «mptra* 
tically every doctrtoe of the Gospel has « reference to 
practical goodness, than is exhibited by 8t. Paul, in that 
ina{(nificent picture of the Re^nrrection, in bis Epitif 
tie to the Coniithians, which oar Church has happily m» 
lected for tbe eonsolation of sorviyors Ht tbe last closing 
scene of mortality. After an inference as triumphant, 
as it is logical, tliat becanse '' Christ is risen, we shall nse 
also f nfwf the most philosophical iUnstration of tbe 
raising of the body from the dust, by the process of grain 
sown in the earth, and springing up. into a new mode of 
existence ; after describing the subjugation of all tfatngt 
to the Redeemer, and his laying down the mediatorhd 
Kingdom; after sketching with a seraph's pencil, the 
relative glories of the celestial and terrestrial bodies; after 
exhausting tlie grandest images of created nature, and 
the dissolution of nature itself ; after such a display of 
the solemnities of the great day, as makes this worlds 
and all its concerns shrink into nothing : In soch a mo- 
ment, when, if ever, the wrapt spirit might be bupposed 
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ft9» liigUy wro«|^t for precept and adaonilioif^tlR 
«|p««tle 'wmd *p, as he was, by tbe ^ergies of intpi^. 
mtMnny lo Cb« ivmiediata view of the glorified state^-tha 
last trwnpetfooiHbag — the change from mortal to immofv 
M^f effected in the twiskliitg of an eye— the sting of 
afeitli drawn on^^vktory snatched froas the grave-r 
IfasiH by a tar% as sorpvising as it is beautiful, be draws 
a eoochisiini at nnexpeetedly practical as bis preoM^et 
VsMa-graml and awfat) — *' Tkerefort^ my beloved bretb* 
yo% be ye s tc a d ftst» unmoveable^ always abonnding 
itftteweriief tbe Lord.** Then at onoe, by anotlief 
fnick Iransitiony rsMf ting from the doty to tlie reward^ 
Mid wiadbig i^ the whole with an migoment as powerful^ 
ashts rhetoric had been sublime, be adds^^ torasomdi 
ns ye knew tbal year kboar ia not in vain in tbe liord.'^ 



CHAP. 111. 

;mi8ta;kes in religion. 

JO point ent with precision aU tbe micrtakes which e>« 
ist in thepfesant day« on tbe awfel sofaiieet of Religion^ 
wonld iar exceed the limits of this small work. Nn 
iNOKtiott therefore is intended to be made of the opinions 
or the prawtiee of any partiealar body of peoj^e ; nor 
wiU any ntftioe be taken of my of the peculiarities of 
tbe nmnerotis seets and parties which have risen «p a* 
moog ns. It will be sufficient for tbe present purpose^ to* 
luianrd sotne sligiit remtirks <m a few of those common 
elassea of ehnta«leri whieh belong more or less to amst 
gen^va^ bodies. 

Titete alt)^ among many others, three different 
sorts of reiigioos Professes. The religion of one cob« 
flisiB ia a Btordy defence of what they themselves caU 
orthodony, anatteodiDce on public worship, and a gen- 
eral decency of bebavioar. In their views of religion^ 
they we not a little apprehensive of enccM, not perceive 
big that their danger Ues on tiie other side. They ar& 
fiu* from rejecting ftdtlL or uoralS| but are somewhat 
afrmd of Mining too nmch, and a little scrapolons a* 
boot dwng too much* lest 4ie larmer be suspected of 
C2 
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iaiiatieisiii, and the latter of sinjB^nlarity. These Cfaris- 
tiam eofiHider Retigion as a point, which they, by their 
regnlar observances, having atfaiiM>d, there is notbisg 
further required but to maintain the point they have 
reached, by a repetition of the same observances. They 
are therefore satisfied to remain stationary, coiisided«g 
that whoever has obtained his end, is of course saved the 
labour of pursuit ; he is to keep his ground without troub^ 
ling himself in searching after an imaginary perlectioo. 

These frugal Christians are afraid of nothing so much as 
superfluity m the»-love, and supererogation in their obedi- 
ence. This kind of fear however is airways saperflnoiis, 
but most vspecially in those who are troubled with the ap- 
prehension. They are apt to weigh in the nicely {loised 
scales of scrupulous exactness, the duties which must of 
bard necessity be done, and those which without much 
risk may be left undone ; compouBding for a larger in* 
diligence by the relinquishment of a smaller ; giving np^ 
through fear, a trivial gratification to which they are 
less inclined, and snatching donbtingly, as an equivalent, 
at one they like better. The gratification m both cases 
being perhaps such as a manly mind would hardly tbiidc 
worth contending for, even were religion out of the mies* 
tion. Nothing but love to God can conquer love ot the 
world. One grain of that diviue principle woidd make 
the scale of self-indnlgenee kick the beam. 

These persons dread nothing so much as enthusiasm* 
Yet if to look for effects without their predisposing eau^ 
ses; to depend for Heaven on that to which HeaveA 
was never promised, be features of enthunasm, then are 
they themselves enthusiasts. 

The religion of a second class, vrehave already descri- 
bed in the two preeedii^ chapters. It consists in a heart 
devoted to its maker nnwardW changed in its temper and 
disposition, yet deeply sensible of its remaining infirmt* 
tics ; continually aspiring however to higher improve- 
inents in faith, hope and charity, and thii^ing that '* the 
greatest of Hiese is ckoaity.'* These, by the former 
class, are reckoned enthusias^ts, but they are in fact, if 
Christianity be true, acting on the only rational princi- 
ples. If the doctrines of the Gospel have any solidit}^ if 
its promises Irave any meaning, these Christians are 
building on no false ground. ' They hope tliat snbraissieii 
to the power oi Ood^ obedience to bis laws, compliimce 
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irlth hiB wiB, trnst in his word, are throoKh the effioicy 
of- the eternal s|Hrit, real evideHces, because they are vi* 
'lat acts of geiraine faithlu Jesuft ChrUt. If they profess 
not to place their reliance on works, they are however 
more zeaioas in performing them than the others, whc^ 
proieBsini;. to depend on their good deeds for salvation^ 
9ste tmt alwaytr dihgent in securing it by the very means 
which they themselves establish to be alone effectual. 

■ There is a third chisfr^the h^di flown professor, who 
looks down fvom the giddy heiglits of antinomian deln- 
aion on the otb^ two, abhors the one, and despises the 
other, coocliides that the eee is lost, and the other in a 
fur way- to he so. Though |>erhaps not Uving himself in 
any course of immorality, which requires the sanction of 
sneh doctrines, he docanot hesitate to imply in his dis- 
course^ that virtue is heathciiish, and good works snper- 
floons if not dangetous. He does not consider that though 
the Gospel is an act of obhvion to pemtent sinners, yet 
it no where promises pardon to those who continue to 
live in aatate of rebelUon against God, and of disobedi- 
ence to his laws. He forgets to insist to others that it is 
of' little- importance even to believe that sin is an evil» 
(which however they do not always believe) while they 
persist to live in it.; that to know every thing of duty 
exec|»t the dou^ it, is to offend God with an aggrava- 
tion, from ^hich ignoranee itself is exempt. It is not 
giving ouffselves up to Ciuist in a nameless, inexplicable 
way, which will avail us. God loves an humble, not an 
andacicHis laitb. To suppose that the blood of Christ re- 
deems' us Irom sin, while sin continues to pollute the 
Soul, is to suppose an impossibility ; to maintain that it 
is effectual for the salvation, and not for the sanctifica- 
tion of the simKr, is to suppose that it acts like an amn- 
}Bti an incantation, a talismao, which is to produce its 
^iiBct by^>erating on the imagination^ apd not on the 
disease. . - 

. The. Reli^on which mixes with human passions, and 
is set on fire by them, will make a stronger blaxe than 
that liglit wltich is from above, which sheds a steady and 
lasting brightness on the path, an^ comnmnicates a sober 
but dunlble warmth to theheart. It is equable and con- 
stant ; while the other, kke culinaiy fire, fed by gross 
materials is extinguished the, sooner from the fierceness 
of-theflame. D,g,,.zed by Google 
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TiiKtfeligfoirtriilelltofiier^f MrttA iirflw pMiomf 
h DM only Iktbte to w«ar Hself mtt b^ iHowit impetiio«li> 
fy, but t« i>« driv«B mtt il»y tome •tiier pusion* Tht 
mnHkHM ef irieteot piHSiMM i» tlRiit. They 4iBp08iett 
«ftciil otif«t* Wh«n rftligtoifrliM b«} hs dt^, it gives ^wmf 
to tlie mitt ti«ur^t. itt» timpikt^ it «• more fldid tluMt it 
is itttiifgy iirli«ti pfiiMiple and tmam do not fix it «■ tte 
tliroti«» 

IVfimof tli« tl«v« ^MWfteoMiiidr pmdeDoe arthe 
pftrsmotnit vitftte hi iUil|«l«m. TiMiir w ttt p w it a^ tM 
flftMifil^ prot^MMrt, fePeSdte « iMiPftiflytfeil to b« ti» tes- 
dmit^ gm«r. ?1l<^ t«v«r«i Stltft Pwirs eiMoeatioar oi' 
tlietbr«6eClifl«tiattgnwM) M« thMik that tNe gr«rtost of 
th<*fte i» /«fM* Tbottgb €¥m in Mweet df tUi grsee^ 
tbftir coddnet mnI ^ottf^naititffk t«o<<tleii givo to i xutw 
to Itnaeift that tlwy do aot fewar i» niad ite 90001110 aad 
dirtittedv« ptopemtA. TMr fkith iastcadl of mcfMmg 
by lote, tfeemtf to he idiiHwd ftwa a aotioa tfaat it iasfoi 
the Chiistiha ttotMMi; to do, vaOtbf tkmm becamo it ia ifg 
datttre to tead htm toT do aiorB md battar thaaotber ima. 

In this ca^y as io many ofhaiV) ttm wbiah ia direfeaiy 
cfontrary to what is wioaf, is wroaf also, if eaabop^ 
pontsat would oaty barter bidf falii<AEtoartta ^pialit^ wi«t 
tlte fafoitrico qadttty of tbo oHiOf ^ botb parties troold wp* 
proat^ tietiKSt to the tta€h» They miglrt eteaf fcmirii a 
complete ChHsfiao betweea tboav^ that is, prodded tha 
seal of tfie one was siiic«Hi« aad the pradeaeo of tba oth^ 
er holiest. But the nim«ta»0 is, eaeh is as f^eoud^of 
not poss^ssiac the tfdaitty ho wanti^ because bis advena* 
ry hito >t^ «B he ift ptM^ ofpo a s asntei g that of whidi «ha 
other is destttttte, mjA he&imm ho is dastitate of it 

AttOngthe maay nststak^skir^iglon, it is oodnaotthF ' 
tboctght that thOfo is SD hJttbi ll f so ofiin^elligible) absofd, 
and ^aatieal in the tepfli ijeavefiioii^ tbat those who 
ett^foy it raa nostiNdl iMtard cpf beiag iavolved ia the 
ridieale it excites. It is seldom used bat ludicrously, at 
ia coatempt This arises pm^ finm the levity and ig- 
norance of the ceasiiret'^ boc ]^€rbapi as much iroia the 
impntdefice aadeftthaaidBm of Iboso who liave absordly 
confined it to real or stipposed Instaaees of sadden ov 
fniracnions ehangea Irom profligacy to pie^. Bat sare- 
}y, with reasonable people^ we taa no fisk in asgertiag 
that he, who being awaheaed by any df those variom 
>ethods which the Almighty ases to bring bis oceatnres 



totiielwowMi^ of biHweif, wbo seeing tiie corrapHoos 
liiat are .in Hie irorid, and feeling tlio6e with which hia 
own heart abounds, is brought, whether gradoally or 
oiope rapidly from an evil heart of unbeiief, to a hvely 
ifdth in the Redeemer ; from a life, not only of grosa 
yiee^ bat of workliines«» asdipiniity, to a life of progres* 
aive piety ; -whose hdmiiity keeps pace with his progress; 
mho, though his attainments are advancing, is so far 
£rom cottotiog hiiHself to have attained, that he presses 
onvardwith unabated zeal^nd evidences, by tbecbangeui 
lits^ondttct, theehange thai has talken place in his heart-*^ 
ancii a one is sorely as sincerely converted, and the eit'ect 
is as much produeed by the same divine energy, as if 
loine instaataneonsrevolntioy^iohis eharacter had giv» 
en it a miraculous af^aranee* The doctrines of Scrip* 
tmre are Ibe same now as when David called them, * a 
law <e9twrtM/r the soul,, tnd giving Ught to the eyes." 
This is perhaps the most accurate and comprehensive de6- 
ailionof the change for which we are contending for it 
incindes boU> the Sinmination of the understanding, and 
liie alteration in the: disposition* 

-If then this obnoxious expressioD signify nothing more 
90K less tha9 that change- of character which consists in 
tncning Aom the world to God, however the termmof 
offend j there 4s nothing ridiculovs ID the <Atn^. IVow,aa 
itcis not for the term whidi we contend, but for the piior 
eif>le conveyed by it ; so it is the principle, and not the 
term, whieb is the real gMHwd of objection ; though it is 
aj little inconsistent that many who would sneer at the 
idea of conversion, would yet take it extreipely ill if 
it were suspected that, their hearts were not turned to 
God. 

• Reformaihnf a term against which no objection is ev - 
er.i»4ide, would, if words continued to retain their prim- 
ilivc signification, convey the same idea. For it is plain 
that to reform means to make a « >e w. In the present use, 
however, it does not convey the same meaning in the 
same extent, nor indeed does it imply the operation of 
the same prineipie. Many are reformed on human mo> 
tiyeSy many are partially, reformed ; but only thcNae who, 
as our great Poet says, are *^ reformed altogether," are 
converted. There in uo complete reformation in the 
conduct efiected without a revolution in the heart. 
Ceasmg from sonie sins i retaining others m a less degree ^ 
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4>T adopting sadi as are merdv eradMile; or laying 
ft-om one sUito aootber} orceamigftaai tiieeicteniUMt 
witliotit any mterual change of dii|KM}tioiry is notCbro* 
tian reformation. The tiew principle nust aboHsh tiM 
old habit, the rooted indinatioo most beaobdaed by fht 
«abstft(ftiOA of an opposite one. The natoral biai maat 
be ehangied. The actnal offimee trfll no mof« be pardo» 
«d than eured if tbe inward corrap«lon be not eradieai^ 
ed. To be '< alhre anto CM tbiongh Jeiwr Cbriar mmt 
follow ** t)ie death inito rin." Thare eanaat be new alma 
and ends where there k no^ a oaw prioeiple to prodaofe 
them. We shall not chase a new path mitil a fight ft-om 
Reaven direct our choice and ** gsM€ odr (leeV W€ 
ahan n<^t ** ran tlie way of OoiPa conaiaiidaMAtB;* till 
God himself enlarge oar lieart. 

We do not^ he>wev«r, insist iliat Hie ehange teifdrHt it 
such as precludes the possibility of Miiig into sin ; but it 
is a cfacmge which ^yi^ in the Mat snob a dispositioii as 
fthaU make sin a btirden, a» shall malia titi deiiiie of pleaa- 
ittg God I9w gof'eming desire «f a »an's heart; as sial 
make him hate the evil wh^h he doea ', as ihaft otake ib^ 
lowneas of his attaittments the adbject <ff his deopett sor- 
row« A Cbristite has hopes and feara, eates and tempts- 
tions, inclinations and desirea, as well m other wen. 
God in changing the heart doos not extingolrfi the pn»>' 
sdont. Were that the caM,th«CfariitlaiilifSw<MMceBaa 
to be a warfare. 

We are often deceived by ttait partial layprovartMitit 
which appears In the ^cUfty over some one bad quality. 
But we must not mistake the removal of a symptom fyr a 
racfieal care of the disease. Ab oecatiotia} remedy might 
xemove an accidental sickness, but it requires a geMtd 
regimen to renovate the dl»eaMd constltation. 

It is the nataral but m«9anche4y history of tfaa vncluni- 
fed heart that, from yottth to advanced year*, there fs 
no o1%er revohition in the eharaeier bat snefa as increaaea 
both the number and quality of Its delects: timttiie 
levity, vanity, aad self sufficiency of theyonng man is 
carried into advanced life, and only meet, and nnt. 
with, the defects of a matui^ period; that, instead of 
crying out with the Royal Prophet, << O remember not 
my oM sins," he isf inflaming his reckoning by new ones : 
that age, protracting all the faults of youth, Aimli^es its 
4>wn contingent of ticasj that«krtb, snspician, aiidco^- 
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ctM>ne««, 8w«U tto Hee^wi wUcb Rdii^ tonet been 
fsHed M t0 cancel : tet th« world tboagh it has loftt 
Ibe pow«r to del^^bt, }n9 yet l(Mt nothing of its power to 
enslave. Insteadofimprofing in candor by the inward 
iCQse of iU own defoets, that wen ooMciou»n6tt ttiake« 
Umku tolecaot of tbo defi^ts of others, wd mie sus- 
picions of tbeir , apparoot irirtiiQ9, Hi* charity in a 
wanner season baTing failed to bring him in that retam 
of ({ratitndefbr wbieb it was partly performed, and hay« 
in^ B0wr flowed from the ienuioe spring, is dried np^ 
Hiafiriendfihif« having; been formed on worldly principles 
or interest^ or ambition, or con?ivial htlarity» fail htm* 
One mnst make some sacrifices to the world. Is the pre^ 
vailing language of the nominal Christian. '* What will the 
world pay yon for yonr sacrifices,'* replies the real Chris- 
tian ? Though be .finds that the world is insolvent, that it 
pagrs nothing of what is promised, fof it cannot bestow 
vaatit does not possess^bappiness ; yet be continaes to 
cling to it almost as confidently as If it bad never disa|v 
Itoiated him.r^Were we called upon to name the object 
sindor the siin wbicb excites the deepest commiseration in 
the heart of Christian sensibility, which includes in it- 
adi*tbe most affeetiiu{ incongruities, which contains the 
sum and substaooeor real hnmaa misery, we should not 
hesitate to tay, Av ikriugious olp aqk. The mere 
debility of declining years, even the hopelessness of de« 
crepitnde, in the pwus, though they excite sympathy, yet 
it is the sypnpalby of tenderness unmixed with distress. 
We talue and give comfort from the dieering persuasion 
that the exhausted hody will soon cease to clog its immor- 
tal cmnpauioa; that the dim and failing eyes will soon 
open on a worid of gloiy.-.'DaTe we paint the revei^e of 
the picture? Dare we suffer the imagination to dwell 
on the opening prospects of hpary impiety? Dare we 
^gure to ourselves that the weakness, the miseries, the 
terrors we arenow eommiseratiiig, are ease, are peace, 
are happiness, compared with the unutterable perspec* 
live ? 

There is a fatal way of loUtngthe conscience by enter, 
tainiog diminishing thoughts of sins long since commit^' 
ted. we persuade ourselves to forget them, and we 
therefore persnade ourselves that they are not remem* 
bered by God. But though distance diminishes objecu 
to the eye of tha babolder^ it doe? not actually lessen 



tlfeio. Tbcir i«al magnutodc^ r«iii^w4fad ipiiie^^ Dcfi^r 
v^r us, merciful God ! from the delusioa of Mi^i^ini: that 
s^crtt siB^, of which the world has hq ebgoissance, «af iy' 
8Ui8,w^tch the worid has forgotten,* butwhieb^areknowir 
to '* hiin-with whom we have to do^V .become by ^ecre**^ 
cy and^Utaoce as if theyiiad ueveir heeiK. <*'Are^aot 
tiiese things noted m tht book?'* Perhaps if wever- 
member- them, God may forget- them, especially if. onr 
remembrauce be such as induce a sound repentance.- i^ 
we remember then^ no^ be assttredly .will. The holy con*" 
trition which should accompany this remembrance,.' while' 
it wilL not abate our hamble truiiit in oor po^ipasaionater 
Kedeemer, will keep pur conscience tender, and oiir 
heart watchful. / , . / 

We do not deny that there is frequently mnch kind« 
nessand urbanity, much benevolence and generosity iir 
men who do not even pretend to be > religiooA. These 
qualities often flow from constimtiitnal feekng, natatal* 
softness of temper, and warm afiections; often from a«^ 
elegant education^ that best /ium<m sweetener and polish* 
er of social life. We feel a tender regret as we eaiclaim,^ 
'' what a.finesoU would «Hch dispositions alford;to plant- 
religion in!" Well bred persons are accustomed to re«. 
spectall the decorums of society^ to. connect insqtar^bljE^ 
tlie ideas of pei'sonal comfort wiHi pnhUc^stee-fB^ oC gen- 
eirosity with credit, of orderwith ^spectabUity« < 'diey 
have a keen sense of dishonour, and are xareliil to avoia 
every thing thi»t may brii^ the shadow .of discredit oa 
tlieir name. Public opinton is thebreikth by which they 
live^ the standard by whi^fa they act; of course they 
would pot lower by gross- rniscowiuet, that sl«ndard on 
which their. happiness depeodsi. Th^kave been taught 
to re8pe<:t themselves ; tiiis thejr can do with, more secn- 
rjty wliile they can ret^in^ on this hatf-4way principle^ the. 
respect of others. 

In some who make further advanci^ towards reli^on* 
VK$ contiQue to. see it inthat same low degree which we 
have always observed. It is dwarfish and stunted, it 
makes no Aoots. Though it gives some signs of life, it 
does not fproyr. By a tame aod spiritless round, or rather 
by thisfi«ed and immoveable position, we roJb ourselves 
of that fairreward of peace and joy which attends on an 
humble consciousness of progress; on the feeling of dif* 
ficalties conquered^ on a «ewa of the divine fovoun 
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Itet religkm which is profitable, Is coBnnonly pereepti" 
ble. Nothing supports a traveller in his Christiau con i se, 
lik« the coBvietion that he is ^^ing on ; hke looking back 
on tiie country be has passed ; and, above all, like the seise 
of that protection which has hitherto carried bim on, and 
of that grace which has promised to snpport him to the 
end. 

The proper motion of the renewed heart is still direct* 
cd upward. True religion is of an aspiring nature, con- 
thraally tending towards that Heaven from whence itwaa 
transplanted. Its top is hi|^ because its root Is deep. 
It is watered by aporeonial fountain ; in its most flonr- 
islring state it is always capable of further growth. Kcat 
goodness proves itself to be such by a continual desire to be 
better. No virtue on earth is ever in a complete state. 
Whatever s^age of religion any man bas attained, if he be 
satisfied to rest in that stage, we would not call that man 
teligioQs. The Gospel seems to consider the highest de>- 
gree of goodness as tlie lowest with which a Christian 
ovght to sit down satisfied. We cannot be said to be fi- 
nibbed in -any Christian grace, because there is not one 
which may not be canied further than we have carried 
it This promotes the double purpose of keeping us 
bnmbleastoour present stage, and w stimnfaitiug us to 
something higher which we may hope to^attain. 

That superficial thing which by mere people of tho 
world is dignified by ^e appellation of religion, though 
it brings jniBt that degree of credit wliich makes part 
of the system of worldly Christians ; neither brines com- 
fort for this world, nor security for the next. Otitward 
observances, indispensable as they are, are not religion. 
Tbey-,are the accessory but not the principal •, they are 
iiB|>ortant aids and adjuncts, but not the thing itself; 
they are its aliment but not its lifis, the ^el but no^the 
fiame^ the scafiblding but not the edifice. ReHgioq can 
no more subsist merely by them, than it cbn subsist 
without them. Thev are divinely appointed, and 'must 
be consdentionsly observed ; but^bservedaea mesins to 
promote an end, and not as an end in themselves. 

The heartless homage. of format worship, where the 
-living power does not give life to the form, the cold com- 
pliment of ceremonial attendance, without the animat- 
ing principle, as it will not bring peace to onr own mind,' 
u> Deither w ill it satisfy ajoaJoas Qod. That Qod whose 
P 



^ye is on the heart, ^ ttho trite th flie reins and st^tth^ 
eth tl/e spirils," wilJ not b^ iafisfied tiiat *ire make hiD^ 
fttttii more than a noimiiat' deity, \rfHl* i\i^ \v0rid Is the 
inia olyject o^dtir WcrtSWp. Sudr persons wem tto ftay© 
ilmost the wftole Body of 'pefftftmanc'e; sill tfiff^ \rant is' 
"the ionl; * thty affe 'tenant \ti tbeif devotions, b»t "the 
beaiOy which even , the heathens esteemed the best parlf 
tt the sacrifice, they liecp away. They tead the Scrip- 
ttiresj hot rest m the letter, in^ead of trying fheins^fVifir 
by Its siiirit. They consWef itt as aft enjoined task, but 
ritil as thfe tjArclt ?rtid powerfti^ mstrnniient ptit*int<> tfieir 
bandi M the crfhcal dissection of •*'j*ert*ing anddivid* 
bg asander the 'soul and' gptrit j*" not^as the penetraffng' 
*'dtscerher of the thbnuhts arid ititents of tte heaat.* 
These wed-intentioned persdiis seem to s|)edd no ilicpij? 
MderaMe portidii of time in- reft^oiW exercises, tind yet 
Complain that they mak^ little progress. i!\iiy alhiost 
Sipieni fo ihftinwate, as if Ae ^fmif^hty did not keep hi** 
ivdrd #ith'thetn,tind maniftst that religion to them b noit 
•* plfeasantntss," nhrhei' ** (>aths peace.'* 
' Of slith niay we not asU, ^Tould yotr hot db tJettef 'fty 
txaininethaii to coniplaiii? to inqnire whether you do^ 
hftleed, possess aheartwhicn, notivithstandtng its iriiper- 
l^ttrins, Is sincerefy dero^ed tb God? lie who does not 
desire to be pw^rt^ct is not sincere. "Wbdld yon not db 
ivell tb cOHVhice yotirselves that tfodis not Urfftftthftil? 
tliat his promises do not fail, that bis gdodness^is ndt 
slackened?" May ybu not Be eutertaming some secret in- 
fideiityj practismg some Tatent disobedicrtcii,. Withhold- 
!n«: some' part 6f ybar heart, neglecting td Exercise titttf 
faith, subtracting something from that d^votedncss tj) 
vhidi a Christian should engage hhnsdf, and to which 
tl^ promises df God are annexed? Do yoniifdtd^na 
jiropensitics conti-^ry to Ws will? do yon never resist the 
dictates of his spirit, never shut your eyes 16 ifci ilkiinin- 
ation^ nor your heart to its influences? 00 yoit not in- 
dulge some cfierished sin which obscures tb* light of 
Ifrace, sroine practice which obstrncts tlje growth of vii*- 
tue, soiiie distrust \Vhich chills the warmtly of love? the 
discovery will repay tTie search, and if you succeed iii 
this scnitiny, let nut die detection discourage but stiifi- 
fixate. 

; Jtf, Aeni yMi resolve to take" up religibJi ill earnest, es- 
pecially if you have actually adoptect its customary fbinis^. 



^98«|«]^ti|ifiupli law a^uifm^ot? 93 fwiti a^ 

pre^iit ^ace n«r failure ^[)pjne9$. , 70 kiyow Cfiri^tiaii^ , 

ity,o)U^ in.it^^^teco^l f<>rfpt{,.and it3 inteji'ugl <]i$sat»fac; 

i&bag;' ^p|>reii^p^sipps >witi>ii)« to bf desirous of standing 
ffeW :ff\ih the wovldas'^ Cliristia^, yet to be unMip|)ort- 
pd by.A weU*founded Christian hope^ to d^pen^ /or bap;^ , 
fMBe^ ou. tbe opinion, of niien^ instead of the t^vour ^ 
.Gudy to go Qn dr^^n^ throngh th^, roere exercises of . 
piety, 'Without dfj-iving (kpm them real ^tre.U£th. or soy 
M pence: to ijjze 10 tlie 4ready^ l^^iog called an eatliiv* /- 
-•;a^ % potw^rdly exceectiog ia xe^igion, and in secr^l .^ 
i2fi|QBciofMness of faUiiig j^hort of iti ,to be coi^fm tned ^ 
•tl^e World's yiewi>f>CM^ti2uiUy^,Eatber than to to 

|l^trau8fprnied,% the renewing of your niund, is a stal^ " 
J9ptof pleasure butt pfjuenalty, not of conqnesr bat of. 
Jifikpeless •con^ifitf Jaot^o^. ingenuous Iqve.but of tornr^cni^ 
ii)g/f<^r.' It is i^aowing reJ^f{ion^ only, as the captive ip ^ 
iiMreigii.kiiid knows tlie. miptry io ^b'ich bie is a prisoner, 
j9f ^bears'^oiD^be the^rtul vatij/t^s of ks; beau ties, but i^,- 
^iija|e]f imfximiM eyery tiling bt«ybi)^ his pvifi ^lopipy 
limits. He hear^ of others as fs^e and bapypy ^ut i^^^ 
|i.ot|i9g,bim6«)f 'bu<t th? ngqurs <:^ iqcarrecatfr^^ 

tpb^ f^mt^^ t^ii^raftef is JiUle no(|erstoiMl hy the vqr 
'^rfmjf^lli^ mofiiy^i >f i*.w<^e, th^ .would.be 6tr.uc|: 
{MTAth j^ipidbuc. it :i8 th^ ^^ i«yef«e . of that m^^- 
^11694 ^ fusMlttuimity^ that f4>jectfl|init mii those 9191;- 
xofff'mtftii jirtach*th^«ewhok«pi|ii[it;poiia8cril>e to it . 
: AQv^W Uves at the h(|jgbt of ^is being, not on - 
.lit. the .t9p of ^bis spihtiial, but of his inl^eilectnal lif^ 
3e alone lives in d^e full e&er£ise of his rational powei);. 
I^ligifin jennoblas his reason while i|,^lai^e8 iL . ; 

l.et, then, your soul act up to its hi^h destination 
J^t not Ibat Vfmh ivas made rto Aoar to beay^n, gr«v- 
-e) ill the dust. Let it not live sojnuch bcibw ir>e]^. 
¥o« iwQiKler il, is not more &(ed, .^hen it is perpetually 
res^uag on tl^qgs which ar^ not iu^d theinsjeWs. In jrhje 
tidst of a Christian tber^ is sti|biU ty Nothing can shak^ 
^is ronfidence butsii^ Outw^d. attacks .ai^dtroubies 
lather fijL ttoiV^ttle liini, as tempests ii-oni wJUioiit 
only serve to root the 09k. faster, while ,an inward can-^ 
iker wAf ^j^admaUy )*ot and dec«y.it. 

Tbese^ive^ooly a few of the mistakes among tbe mull- 
litade wlucb migbit have b<}^B<pciiUed out i bnt;tbesi;«|ge 
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•otteed as being of cemmda and ev^ day oeonrreiiec* 

The ii»;ffecti?enes8 of sacfa a reKgioo will be obvious. 

Tbat religion wbich ^inka Cbristiaoity into a mere eo«* 
fbvtmty to relisioas ns^^s, -must always fail of snbstan* 
tiai eTOcts» If sin be seated in tbe faeart^ if diat be its 
home, tbat is tbe place iu whieb it imist. be combated, 
^it is in vain to attack it in tbe surbiirbs wben it is lodged 
in the centre. Mere forina can never expeU thai enemy 
which they can ncveivreacli. By a religion of deceoeies, 
oiir corriiptionB may perhaps be driven out of sights hat 
they will never be driven out of possession. If tb€^ are 
.. expelled from their ontworks, they will retreat to diear 
citadel. If they dq not appear in the grosser forms pro- 
bibited by. the Decalogue, still they will exist, The sfape 
may be altered but the principle "will remain. Tbey will 
exist in the spiritnal modification of Uie same siqs equal- 
ly forbidden by the divine Expositor. • He who dares 
iiot be revengefaly will be nnforgiving. He who veo- 
tiires not to break tbe letter of the seventh conmand* 
ment in aet» will violate it ip the spirit He who Itas not 
courage to forfeit Heaven by pro^igacy vriil scale it by 
pride, or forfeit it by unprofitableness. 

It is not any vain hope built on some external privilege 
or peHbrmanceon the one hand^ nor a presumptuous 
Confidence tbat oar names are writtea in the book of 
life, on the other, which can afford a reasonable ground 
of safety, bnt it is endeavouring to keep all the coail« 
inandments of Ood->it b living to him who died for a» — 
it is being conformed to bis linage as well as redeemed by 
bis blood. This is Christian virtue, this is Uie holiness of 
a believer. A lower motive will prodnce a lower mo- 
rality, bnt such au ttosanctificd morality God will not 
accept. 
*Forit^illliVtleavailns that Christ has died lor as, 
tbat be has conquered sin, triumphed over tiie powers of 
darkness, and overcome tbe world, while any sin retains 
its uni-esisted dominion in our hearts, while the world is 
our idol, while our fostered corruptions cause us to pre- 
fer darkness to Ugbt We mnst^ot persuade ourselves 
that we are reconciled to God while our rebellious hearts 
are not reconciled to goodness. 

^ It is not casting Si set of opinions into a mould, and a 
set of duties into a system, which conatitntes the Chris- 
'tiaa religion, Tbjt curcumference ini^^|u^a centre^ 



4e«l m Kotise •our ^i|*etftili)ew» to «ws^esi 4Hir $#<iHlar 

•ikfoi. /filiey 'wseve detHiiK^d «a'»»oUe4iQ^ tllimgto to 
«|M«iMni»itolMt)r d««<ls, but B0t^o b«.<i9e4 M )0<Hu««* 
ieiHs 4ilr fnfUer. mt vre fiBd it «bei||^ ta seiipe4a«d in 
'^ ntBllifttKktXif lexttrior »ct», tbim Wttar<Ne:<>iM-ii»teri#r 
-efHTfmtion.' . . • « 

^dVhii^ irii«rt «^ •tMt fnaifnitn MMe ■. pmneipk^ JthAt 
'^lMdiwflrin.«>^^p0ii )irMoh'dir«!iet9 a hum iwalifii%iiotioi|iy 
aito, AiNlfnHWts, to God«fu Insulihiiiitoeiidy «aii<glfe 
*«oiRiifliten£gr to Im» cMdftet or 4niiiqffiH»ty'to l|i» soul. 
HkiAstote4MU!e«BlttiiiMi<l^;)ie m\\ iiM'wastf^ iitlitt^lboiigMs 
-mtt^ liesi^ apMi'Aiie moM ^ iie wttl tNK tovilMil bis af- 
Hfeclio«»imtao4{i0bca'tMiig.a»hfisto«nia$li<aaec^ He 
Ivoildcsire^to de«ote«ihtO'ti»onl^ pl»^eo!tn«or^:A^tkai|iy 
^^643od. 0«irtt«iiatNnhas<takoB eare«to|)ffoi^&iltiat o«ir 
MtosKjf 'j^otifyingiilm, iMQr K>t niBtoiit «it0 li^ 

'Tbtsiie^^oeson'tonifi^rm m itl^ tfiie avideuctf^^oiir 
^tifisfiji; of itiie unmber ttf'bisipeopte^ % SMktilf-^*'io 
UhEiH7tsi>e)«y»«K8eifita9.'*. .. • 
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"Wf! deeetvemii^vtft !ttOt:a 'Utile 'wliett tv<e ftmsy ibat 
'^ttat ijrempbetifjaiiy ti^M^^ce'arMds.^ly to b<! foaad 
ih this or tbat sitnatioB. ^Hie^^vltf u -every Akrhtoie. ft 
is a.i!atiiF£ as^i^ilias'a.place; a^firiaaipteliswrii'asiaitf'io- 
cal habitation and awmte.'^ ^^dtigh tbe pniiMfiewA& 
fbe .nature tfloarisb moit'iii Ibose Jniafits*ii^ich)ate their 
ifiongeoipl 8oH/ y^t mt^Kte too veady, -rwbeo'We'intbilraw 
fix>ia the ^wovld adrond to btmg it iMtoe^ to. M^ itiin 
our own liotott. I^e aMnra) heart la^othiits-^eiiiide 
and its mrofsbipiier. 

- Bvttteoiiostttevetad idohtoroftthearoiMj'iiilball 
D e 
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the etpActty «ncl industry Wbirhlie may Iwve «|iplied t« 
the snfojeet, has fiev<er y«t been afalfs to «<^rcmqHisli the 
Unwnd deil|p of noittn^ the interests of lie«ireii>u]deartlk 
ThiA experiinelit «l»ch has been more assidoonaly ood 
mere im|neiiHy tried, than that of the Pidlosopher for 
the grand Hermetic seeret, has been tried iHth abont tile 
■ame degree of 'tncceis. The iD0«t laborious prooesa of 
the spiritaal Cliemist to reconcile religion with the world 
has never yet been competent to inake the eooteiKKBg 
principles coalesce. 

Bat to drop metaphor. Religion 'was nevtr yet tlio- 
roni^ly ftUshed by a heart fidi of the worM. Tlie worhA 
in rettmi cannot be completely enjoyed where thens is 
jttst religion enoogh to disturb its false peace. In such 
minds heaven aid earth min each other^s enjoy oents. 

There^ is a religion which is too sincere for hfpocmj^ 
but too transient to be profitable ; too superficial to 
teach the heart, too nnprodnetive to proceed fron>it. 
it is sfight but not ihlse. It has ^^Kcrnment enongit 
to distingnish sro, bnt not fumness enoogh to oppose 
it ;* eompraiction sufficient to soUen tl» iieart, but 
not vigour sufficient to reform it. It hunants -when 
it does wrong, and peslormf all the fimctions of repent* 
aoce of sin except fonaking it It has every v thing of 
devotion except the stability,' and gives «i«ty tliittg to 
•religion except the heart This is a religion of times, 
eventsi and circumstances ; it is brought into |>lay by ac- 
cidents, and dwindles away with the occaaon which 
caiied it out Festivals and Fssts which occur bnt sel- 
dom, are much observed, and it is to be feared beemne 
they occur bnt seldom ; while the great festival which 
comes every week, comes too often W he so respectftiHy 
treated. The piety of these people comes out mnch ia 
sickness, butisapt to retreat again asrecovesy approach- 
es. If they die, they are pfaured fi»y Hieir admirers in the 
Saints^ Oaleiidar ; if they recovery they go back into the 
world they had renettneed, and again 8ii6|Naid their aniend- 
mentas often as. death sosnends fan blow. 

There is another class vuMse views are stiU lower, who 
yet cannot so fiir shake otf religion as to be easf without 
retatnhigttB brief and stated iMw»,attd who-contrive to 
mncnp these forms withafaiUft.of apieeewithtlietr prac- 
tice. They blend their inconsistent works with a vague 
and unwarranted refiance on what the Savioor has done 
four them, and thus patch op a merit and a propitiation ar 



. pjBsnmiCiKXi ftflitfoiotr. 4$ 

iMisAini^niinini^linnrd of iaciuTiiifftiw daiifj^raf 
IMmtshmefit b^ theiF Mi^es, and inveDtini^ & sdien\e to 
-irrertH by.tharjerwd. AeligioB never inteifiarcs wtlh 
their -pleiMfea except by the eomiMiiBeiit of a «hort and 
occaBiQiad«M{ieninoii. Havhtg^ got througb these peri- 
o^eal ttcte'Ol' devotioii^ they rettini to the flame •seenes of 
ivaaitgr and idtencsa which they hadqmtted for the tef»- 
liovary Aaty ; foifpettiag that.it mw Iho very end of those 
nets^flf dev<^ioa to cure the Yaoity and to correct the 
idleneu. Had tiie periodical observauee answered its 
tme^lesign, it wonldhwie^isiRdhied them to the plea- 
;anr« instead a€ ftvingtheni a dispensalion for its.indai- 
geace* Had tl^^ naed the devout exercise in a right api- 
rit, a»d inmeovedittoits tree end, it would bave&et the 
heart, and ikh'at wovk on all those paitwits which it was 
calcnlated to promote. Bnt their prpfeGt has more inge- 

- Baity.- By thestated asiwites l^y give toretig^on, fliey 
eheaplypiirchase a protection for themisemployment of 
the lestof their time. ISiey make these penodical de- 
voti<HM a kind of splnlaat Insaranoe Office, which is to 
-vakerop to the Adventnsers in pSeasnie, any loss or dam- 
age whirb'they may snatain in itsaoya^* 

* It is of tbsse shaltow . devotions, these pveiam ed eqai < 
'^ vaiei^fbr anewbeart and a new lifcy tint God deciaies 
by the Prophet, that be is «<- weary." Though of bis 
onm express iappoioti^[>eot^ they become^ an abomina- 
lion* to hhn, as soon as the ms^ comes to be sested in for 
the' thing signified, m- We Christians have ** oitr New 
Moons and «nr Sacrifices" wider other names and other 
ehapes^^; : of which saerifioes,ihat is» of the spirit in which 
"they are offinvd^ the Abt^^hty has said, ^* I cannot awfty 
with^ieni, th^ are iniqmty ." 

■ Him is this.snpefficial devotion ^t ^ giving up osr- 
.aeivee notwith onr lips only, bat with our lives," to oor 
• Maker, to whieh we solemnly |»tedge oarselves, at least 
. oneea week ? Is eoasei^niting an hour or two to public 
^ worship en ihe> Sunday mormng, making the Sabbath 
^a delight r Is deseomting toe rest of the day^ by 
' ^ doii^our ovrs ways^finding^onc own pleasure, speaking 

- oorown words," malon^it ^< honeorabie P 

J, Some^meslaan «wttkening sermon, these periodical 
religionists hear, with awe> and terror, of the hour of 
iMth and the day of jnd^ment. Thdr hearts are neac< 
stilted with the flotemn 'sounds. They confess the awful 
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tetSMki b^ tbe lM|>ras«T>u Ibejr^iiuiloe Mi'tiieir own fecaP 
iiigjl. The.<tt(Briii0ii «iid^ and i^th it 4he fterioiM reflnr- 
tiovs'tteftcited. WlKletliey foten 1» Ibeie tlfingB, eB|iie- 
cisllyif the FraMAfer be «ta:riifiqg,;ti]ey we ^ in aO to 
themt TlieyTetai^ to tli<e' vorid-^-^nidtlKBe tkmts^ '^^ ' 
asTfttieywerenot; a^ilfiliey bad never beea ; ailf Hieir 
reality lairted Oiify While tbey itere^ivaiAied : as If tlieik- 
existence-de^cirded 4ftfly on thoir bang beard ; «iif trntb 
were no'lon^er timtb itbcu wbile it «oftioited their notice^ 
as if there ^ei%4is little stability |p «^igion itielf m m 
their attention to k. M soon ^ai llieir niinds an^ ^nen- 
gagedfn>ni the qoef^on, oiie<wofiild tliiak that death an^l 
judgment were an InvenMon, «hajt beaven and beM wex^ 
blotted from eKistence, tbat<tei9Hty ceasedto bev^erm- 
ty, in /the longinrtenralB hi which they c^ase tb'be tbe ob- 
ject of lA^ conaiderdtion. 

Tbisig the-Hatoral eSent of wbtft <we xren^jkirelp die- 
nominate ferMUta reUgiatL 4t4B a transit bpmai^e 
k€pt lotalty 'difttbM*t and separate >ftoin the yeat of oair 
livea, instead of its ^Ming wmde the firelnde'and^ tbe ifMin- 
ciple of acQjiVBe'4ff pionSipnKMtee ; In^eadof ourweaw- 
iiigour devotions and *ooTAa«ili6iis into onetunifonn lis- 
^e by doing all in one s|rfvit ^and «« one ^ettd. When 
worthippers of thisdescrieaionf>^4br ^a f lean h^art 
)and a right spirity" when my^beg^B^^God^ '^itintt^awily 
their eyesfrom beboldihg ▼aifity/ fe it«pot lobe feareU 
th«t 4hey amy -to 'be noiade whsl^ Hiey «esDii«e meytit tp 
become, that they woaldbe very nowtlling itolieeome l» 
good as thej fMray lo beniade, and woald be soeiy lo Jk 
SIS |»em tent as tbey profess to desire ? fint ala8>! lAiey mt 
inbttle danger of being t^rfben at tbeir' wiotd ; there i|s 
too much reason to fear tbeir;p0|itien8 4S|II «ot be heard 
or answered j for prayer for tbe<papdqa of sin «itt ob- 
tain no pardon wbil^ weretafai the sin in hojie tlmt the 
•ftfayer will be aocepted witboctt thf Kenmwiation. 

The .most solemn ofHoe'Of 'Oar'<|[ehgio%'lbe Samred 
memorial of the death of tlswithar, tbeMeSsffdiqliinotioti 
andjender'tedtimony ofbiB<dying'lwe) ibe censiih((iian of 
tbe hnmble Mieirar, the gniclans afvpointmaot for 
strengthening his&ith, 4{iiickeoing^bi8 r^|l«iitance, awak- 
ening his gratitude and kbidNng Jbisdihswityyas tooeAen 
resorted to onlhf same •enreiieoas'psrttciple. fie wbo 
ventures to live wdthouttbe nse of <i(is4ioly inatittili^ 
' lives in a state of disobcdienoe to >tbe Jast appourtmdntitf 
bis Redeemer. He \vho rests in ttasa means for supply- 
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feg the place oCbabiUiid piety» totally mistakes iU design, 
aad is fataik deceiving his own soal. 

This awful solemnity is, it is to be hoped^ rarely fre^^ 
qnented even by this class of Christians without a desire 
of approaching it with the pious feelings above described. 
But u they carry them to the Altar^ are they equally anx- 
ions to carry them away from it, are they anxious to 
maintain them al^er it ? Does the rite so seriously ap> 
proacbed commonly leave any vestige of seriousness be- 
hind it? Are they careful to nerpetoate the feelings they 
ivere so desirous to excite ? Do they strive to make tb^m 
prodnce solid .and substantial effects ?— Would that this 
. mconttancyof mind were tobefoundoiityin the class of 
^laracters under consideration ! Let the reader, however 
sincere in his desires, let the writer, however ready to 
lament the levity of others, seriously ask their own hearts 
if they can entirely acqni^ themselves of the inconsisien- 
^they are so forward to blame ? If they do not find the 
charge brought against others bat too applicable t6 them* 
sdves? 

Irreverence antecedent to, or during, this sacred so- 
lemmt^yts far more rare than durable improvement alter 
it. II lliere are, as we are willing to believe, none so pro- 
£me as to violate the act, except those who impiously ns^ 
it only as ^ a picklock to a place,*' there are too f^ who 
•make it iastiugljr beneficial. Few so thoughtless as not 
-to approach it with resolutions of amendment ; few com* 
paratively who cany, those resolutions into effect. Fear 
-operates m the previous instance. Why should not love 
operate in that which iH subsequent ? 
, A periodical religion is accompanied with a periodical 
•repentance. This species of repentance is adopted with 
no small mental reservation. It is partialaad disconnect- 
ed. These fragments of contrition, these broken par- 
cels of penitence-* — while a succession of woridly pur- 
'Suits is not only^csorted to, but is intended to be re- 
sorted to, during the whole of the intervening spaces, 
is not tliat sorrow which the Almighty has promised to 
accept. To render it pleasing to God and efficacious 
' to ourselves, there must be an agreement in the parts, 
an entireness in Uie whole web of life. There most 
be an integral repentance. A quarterly contrition in 
tlie four weeks preceding the sacred seasons will not 
wipe out the daily offences, the houriy negligences 
of the whole sinful year. Sins half forsaken tlirough 



tion and partially adopted fe$9hitipB, wake up j^iit an 
HBprofitable fiiety. 

' ia^lae iMUonijof ibese rttrdfewerB thare ia^a |iei|>elNfli 
coalUusit ii«tiiveea lear flMd iue^jnatioo. (d n^fiwenHitiaa 
^tt wiUgeaeraUy .find the|n unQi^jr nvftrin tit ih^ icvmti tX 
nekdioB ; but it iB&eUgioa as.^epfM^ed to iinfid«li|y, 'not 
as opposed lo worldW mindedoew. Ttm^ defond Uk 
iworthip ^ Cr&dy but desire f o lie excused from -his «er«ic^ 
i^ieirlMafft is tlie slave of tbe Urorid, bat tibeiivbUndr 
ii«wJ>kle»fromihetn4betuipitMkof<tMivOTW. Tk^ 
coiBiBAnd pkty bat dsead iU leijiuaitioBfi^ TJ^t^ oUotr 
IkhatmopootaBceis oecessaijKyibfit then jmw easy i*it ft| 
€nd ffeiBom lor . deftfrrioi; a neoesaary evil? i4^k0 artt 
basttly adq|»t a^paiqftti mflaamie 'wlijcbiie can find a «ne» 
AtMblefwetieacefor «¥adiag? Tbeyoensare fifb»Uwut>ib 
49steiiaiUgrivroas, batavoHttag'only.partof it, tbe fait 
ibey netain BBibsvtbem of 4be beuititii of titeir pavtiiil to- 



We cannot sn'fficiently admire the wisdom lof tiir 
ClbiMlita aiyainmgexrniordinary'acis of devoinin^tiSbe 
t«tuni»f.<tb*ae festivato i# liappdy calgcutetad ifi ^eaucam 
4eMQlaq— IfcfiUagH. .fi«tBaorawai|r vrep^ntamcje of Sin aa 
fMCvliariy. emtifcie te the aeaaoQS that record thoae .gnuld 
€iiifents wbiieh tin oneasionfid. But the Qbtarf^i never liftr 
imdediautt thme aapra stated a»d alrtct «etf-ieM»iisui- 
^w atMM]ldpf«oiiHk Mir iiabitniilvtelfHias^ ^t ;iWr 

vcr* inUBided ku boJgr dftoea la annpiy- <tbe filaoe of. 06B^ 
salihaliDeKs, teitto promote it It uKtep«Ud UvA these 
flolemn occasions 'should animate tbe .Bamt of iiiely, but 
at never aieant tofamiah a veasoa lor iiegjUcliiug to keep 
the flaour ali?e tali ^e nexi iretiiro should agaiw kiiidir 
^he 49'mg eabecs. . it atieaat that every such aeasoo 
-ahould |9$ladden4iie heart of tbe CbdstiantfA its approach, 
•and not dtscbari^ bim from duly «t }j» depaf tone. It 
«Kiaiit ia lii^taajfais oo«soieiMse,of fbe tnirdeo of sin, out 
to aacourage him ao be^m asiewacoiii^ again to be viped 
mft'at the aaoceediogieMti^a}* ilt intended to onicken ttit 
ivigilance^of the beliewer, and uottx> diamisti the oeoti«el 
iran las pout, if iwe are not (the better for .those divine^ 
Appointed helps, .we are tlte vorse. If we Jiae tbem as a 
disdiarge from that diligence wbi^h they vvere intanded 
to promote^ we ceiiweit oar biessiogsinio snare^. 

Tins abuse of oor advaptag^. arises from our not iu- 
^sotporatingjoar devotions into the .general 4iabU ^ om. 
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fiveB, THI onr relffioli %ei^tte ' «» iDrward principle and 
WK an cktsrnal aet, we thiM inH* receive that benefit from 
ber fbrins. However exceileitt, whirH they are ca4cnlated 
tt» G«itn^. ft lafo tiias(* WHe- possess the spirit of Chris- 
ntMivj that ftcfrftfrtne are m valuable. To them the 
fbrm exHfee the spirit, m tb^ spirit aitirtiates the fbrm. 
'mre)i)g»i^keeoiae the desire of dnr hearts, it will not bei- 
4loaiM>- tlie'lHinrfe^ of on^r IHrti. Wt are far from meaning 
ttnititiB'tdb^iit^aetMleecitpatfon; bottliat tverypor- 
tton^^ € * »tff ba6i^, every aetof rife is to be animated by ita 
^irit, iiilmeiie<ea by its pi^eipte^ governed by its power. 

Ttii^lreiY mttk^ of our natftre, and oar neeessin^ cfom^ 
tteftn^ Wf t»fHe worfd, oittiiradfy fif I our hearts and mindl 
V»itli ftotightsp and id^0} awer whieh we have- anhap^ 
pily tteo Kttii? coiitro*. We" find tbis to bo tlie case 
wbeti Hr our better hours ^ attempt fo gUm onr- 
se1^ro9up fo'semns refleotiofn. How^ many Jntrmibm 
of wdrtdly- thoa]g:h<s, how many impertHient ima&iina- 
^i», not oiily irretevUnty btit nnaalted and miwelcome, 
erouff hi ttpoi^ the mind so forcibly as scarcely to be 
repelled by otir siHcerest efforts. How impiotent then 
t» repel socU iHislges mnsttbat mind be, which is devoted 
fb Wdrfdlyporsiufis/wbielt yields itself op to them, whose 
opinibite, babits, a&d c6i|dttct are under thoir allowed inv 
ftience^ 

It; io we Hater befor<i obstnwil R^liglott coasists in i 
iiew heart ^<f a new spirit, it will become 'Yiot onr occa^- 
^RiAaef, bfrt oar abidioi^ reposition, previogf its settled 
existence in the mind by its habitually disposing oar 
thoughts and^ actions, onr deV<fti^>m and our practice to a 
eon/brmily to ^ach other andloKself 

Let Its iiot consldera spirit of worhilhicss as a Kttiein- 
fh-mky, as a natural attd therefore a pardonable weak- 
Tiess ; as a trifflag error wlticb will be overlooked for the 
sake of oar many gt»o<) ^iiattties. ft Is m fkct the essence 
of onr other ^a& ; the fempet that stands between ua 
aiidmir aatvatitm ; the spirit which is in direct opposition 
to the spirit of God. kidividaftlsin^may more easily be 
cured, but this k thfe j^riticiple of all spiritual disease. A 
worldly 8pii»tt witere ft is rootftd and cherished, runs 
thron^h tiiewhofe character, insianateft itself in all we Say 
asd think atid do^ It i» tbiB which mfl\ies ula so dead in 
religion, so averte' from spiritual tiling, so forgetful of 
God, so mk&hKKbi of eternity, so satishcd wUh ourselves^ 
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»o impfttieiit of serions discoarse, and <«o alhrt to Uiftt 
vain and friveloas intercourae iivhicb f-xclnd^a inteUeot 
almoat a» much as pkty from our general convenatioD. 

It n not therefore onr more considerable actions alone 
which require watching, for they seldom occur* They do 
not form the habit of Ufe in oni«elve», nor the chief im- 
|»ortance of our example to. others. It is to oar ordioa* . 
ry behaviour, it is to our deportment in comipon lile^ it 
is to our prevailing turn of mind in general, interconney 
by whi^ih we-shall profit or^O>rmpt those with whom we 
associate. It is onr conduct in social life which will help 
to difiiise a spirit of piety or a distaste to it» If we have 
much influence, this is the place in which partieolaiiy to 
exert it. If we have Httle, we have stiU enough to imect 
the temper and*lower the tone of our narrow society. 

If we really believe tliat it is the design of Christianity 
to raise us to a participation of the divine nature, iok 
slightest reflection on this elevation of oar character 
would lead lis to maintain its dignity in the ordinary in* 
tercourse of life. We should not so much inqmre whct- 
ther we are transprressing any actual prohibition, whether 
any standing law is pointed against us, as whether we are 
aopporting the dignity of the- Christian character ; whe- 
ther we are acting suitably to our profession ; whether 
more exactness in the cotemon occurrences of the day^ 
more correctness in our coiKersation, would not be such 
evidences of^ur religion, as b^ being obvious and intellir 
gible, might not almost insensibly produce important efr 
fects. 

The most insignificant people must not through indor 
lence and selfishness undervalue their own influence. 
Most persons have a little circle of which they area sort 
<^ centre. Its smallness may lessen their quantity of 
good, but does not dimmish the duty of using that fittle 
influence wisely. Where is the human being so inconsi- 
derable but that he may in some shape benefit others^ 
either by calling tlieir virtues into exercise, or by setting 
them an exam^e of virtue himself? But we are humble 
just in the wrong place. When the exhibhion of onv 
talents or splendid qaalities is in question, we are not 
backward in the display. When a little self^ental is to 
be exercised, wh^ a little good might be efl'ected by 
our example, by our discreet management in company, by 
giving a better tuni to conversation, thm^tojM we grow 



idtAi9dit mo4^t^^*^ Such «i iosifnfitialit <i«a(vMw m I 
«in eao ooaof$M>c|'''*-*^ Had I aiugber rank or brighter 
talt^QUi «b(w lodged my iu^iiiiice might be e^rlod to. 
MMDft par)Mi»e."<^TlKi6 under lite nm&k oft' difitdeuor, we 
jmtify our Mdoi«ttciis<; and letsUp tbo«e kswer o«caiioaft 
ofproiDotiog reli{^ion \Nfhicbif weali vuur^vedyjhow OiuGb 
M^bt Hie condition of society be raised. 
.. The hackB»'yed4nt»9rtx»g!itiop ^ Wbat^^iniiftt we be ql^ 
tnjs talking about rehgion.^'' most have the hackneyed 
Mtwer^FiRfrom k« Talking about reUgion U not bein|t 
feligioiift. But we may bring the ^irit of religio» lat» 
^ompiMiy 4nd keep il in perpetual operation when we do 
aot pronissediy nm» it our subject. We may be co»- 
alaotiy advwimng it& interests, we may without eflbrt or 
aier.utien bo giving an example of candour, of nodera-* 
tieo, of hunhilityy of forbeamnco. We ma^ employ our 
i u ftluen^ ie iiy oorrecfing iaii»ehood,by checking levity, by 
ditcouragiiig calumny, by vindicating mi«repi««euied 
mtrUy by cooolenDcing every thing which ha» a good 
tendency ^ifi^abon, by tiirowiogour whole weight, be it 
gCttU «r smaiJ^ into the rightscale. 
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VRATJER. 
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Prayer 19 the appKeittion of want to bim who only 
cpm mlieve it; the voice of sin to bim who alone can par- 
don it. It ia the urgency jpf poverty, the prostration of 
hmnility, the lerveucy or penitence, the confidence of 
lamsL It it not eloquence, but earnestness,* not the defi* 
nitioii of helpleaaoeis, bnt the f^Ungof it ; not fignrevof 
apeeehy bnt compunction of soul. It is the <' Lord save 
ns we pensh*' of drowning Peter; the cry of faitb^to the 
ear of mercy. 

Adorattoo is the noblest eniploypient of created be- 
ings ; confession the natural faingnage of giulty creatures; 
gratiiude the spontaneous expression of pardoned sinners. 

Prayer is desire. It is not a conception of the mind^ 
dor a mere effortof the intellect, nor an act of the memo* 
ry; but an etevatioDof the soul towardt^^Q^p)'^''^ " 



preftstQgf seme of our own ignorauoeapd iufiriottj^a con* 
scionsaess of the pertoctious of God, of lus reaoint^ fa 
keaivof his power to help, pf his wiUingness to save. 

It is uot aa emotion produced in the sseoses, nor an ef- 
fect wrought by the imagination ; but a determination oT 
the wiU» an e0\iaion of the heart. 

Prayer i^ the guide to selt knowledge by prompMng us 
to look ailter our sins in order to pray against them; ft 
motive to vigilance) by te^cliing us to guard against thos^ 
sins which, through self examination^ we have been enar 
bled to detect. 

Prayer h an act both of the nnderstand^ig and of the 
heart. The understanding must apply itself to the 
know^dge of the divine perfection»y or the heart willno^ 
be led to tlie adoration .or them. It woidd not be a rea- 
sonable service, if the mind was esclnded. It must be 
rational worship, or the human worshipper would not 
bring to the service jthe distinguishing faculty of his na? 
ture, which is reason. It must be spiritual worship^ ar 
it would want the distinctive quality ta make it accept^ 
ble to' Him, who has declared that He will be womip- 
ped '< in spirit and in truth." 

Prayer is right in itself as the most powerful means of 
resisting sin and advancing m holiness. It is above all 
right, as every thing is, whidi has ttie authority of Scrip- 
ture, the command of Ood and the example of Christ. 

There is a perfect consistency in all the ordinations of 
God ; a {perfect congruity in the whole scheme of his 
dispensations. If man were not a corrupt creature, such 
prayer as tlie Gospel enjoius would not have been neees- 
sary. Had not prayer been an important means for ci|- 
riog tliose corruptions, a God of perfect wisdom would 
not have ordered it He woulfl not have prohibited eve- 
ry thing which tends to inflame and piiomote them,. ha4 
they not existed, nor would he have commanded every 
thing that bas a tendency to diminish and remove theiu, 
had not their existence been fatal. .Prayer therefore Is 
an indispensable part of his economy and of our obe- 
dience. 

It is a hackneyed objection to the nse of prayer that it 
ii$ offending tlie. omniscience of God to suppose he re- 
qnires uiformation.of om- wants. Bnt no objectioii caq 
be more futile. We do not pray to inform God of our 
wants, but to express our pense of the waiits wJnrh be al» 
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'nAdf knows. ' -As be has not so mnch made his promise 
to trar necessities, as to our reqn4»ts, it is reasonable tbat 
our requests should be made before we can hope that onr 
necessities will be relieved. God does not promise to 
those who want Chat they shall ** have/' bat to those who 
-« ask ;" nor to those who need that they shall <<«ndr iHit 
to those who ** seek." So far therefore from his previous 
knowledge of oar wants being agronnd of objection to 
prayer, it is in fact the true f;roiind for onr application. 
'Were he not Knowledgeitseii; our information would be 
of as little nse, as our application would be, were he not 
Qoodness itself. 

We cannot attain to a jnst notion of prayer while we re- 
main ignorant of our own nature, of the nature of God as 
revealed in Scripture, of our relation to him and depeni- 
dence on him. If therefore we do not Uve in the daily 
Mtndy of the holy Scriptures, we shall want the highest 
motives to this duty and the best helps for performing it; 
if we dOf the cogency of these motives, and the inestima- 
ble value of theseheips, will render argument unnecessary 
and exhortation soper^ons: 

One cause therefore of the dullness, of many Christians 
in prayer, is, their slight ac^uaii^tance wifth the sacred 
vohune. They hear it periodHmlly, they read it Occauon- 
: ally, they are contented to know it historically, to considet 
it soperficially ;.1nit they do not endeavour to get their 
•niods Imbued with its Spirit. If they store their memo- 
ry with its facts, they do not Impress their hearts with its 
truths. They do liot regard it as the nutriment on which 
their spiritaal life and growth depend. They do not pray 
over it; they do not consider all its doctrines as of prac- 
tiral application ; tliey do not cultivate that spiritnal dis^ 
cernment which alone can enable them judiciously to ap- 
propriate its promises and its denunciations to their own 
actdail <»i6e. They do not apply it as an nnerring line ' to 
ascertain their own rectitude or obliquity. 

In oqr retirements, we too pften fritter away our pre- 
cious moments, moments rescued from the world, in trivi- 
al, sometimes it is to be feared,.in corrupt thoughts. But 
if we must give the reins to our imagiuatibn, let us send 
this excursive faculty to range among great and noble ob- 
jects. Let it stretch forward under the sanction of faith 
and the anticipation of prophecy, to the accomplishmetit 
4if those glorious promises and tremendous Ihreatenings 



which Win 8<Km he realiied in the et^rwH Wffl4. Tha^ 
are topics, which under the sq^ 9nd.s»hcr gvidfli«ce ot' 
^cri|>tiirQ, wiU fix its largest speculatiom and 4iNstaip im 
2«flaest flights. The mine ijieripture whiie it ei^Mpdt audi 
letevates the mind, will k«e{> it sal^et to <he dominwo of 
ttrutfa ; while at the same time it wiU leaobtt that it3 b«ild- 
est exrursioaa mwt fall mfioitely short of the aBloai$hiBg 
reaiities of a fotarc state. 

. Though we eauuot pray with a too deep sense of at9» 
we may make our sm^ too exclttsivel3r the ol^eet of nir 
prayers. Wliile we keep, ^ith a saif ahasiog oye, our 
owu cotTuptions in view, let as look with equai inte no o 
Bess on that meroy, whicli eieaoseth from ^sin^ Iiet 
our pi*ayer% be ail hunuiliation, but let them, not he all 
complaint. When men induce no other thought but that 
they are'reheia, the hopelessness 6f pacdon hariena tiiem 
into disloyalty* Le,t them look to tlve m^cy of tba Kiag^ 
as well as to the rebellion of the 3ubj«ot. If we conteaft- 
pbite his grace aadisphiyod in the Gospel^ then, tliongk 
our humihty will increase, our despair will vaaiab. ClraU- 
tude in this as in hnman in«t»nces will cfocta atfaetloib 
" We love him becau)»e he first lovc^d us." - 

]>t OS then always keep our nnworthiness io view m k 
reason why we stand io need of the mercy of.'CiMi in 
Christ ; bat never plead it as a reason why -we should net 
4raw nigh tohiw to implore that merry. The host «Ma 
nreiinworthy for their own sokes; tbo w^rst on nepei^ 
tance will be accepted for his sake and through hiamcriti. 

In prayer then, the perfections of Ood» and Oi^MCUiUf 
his mercies in our redemption, should oooiipy .oar 
thoughts as much as our sins ^ our obligatioo to him m 
A)ucb as our departjtres from him* • We shoohi k«epk up 
in our hearts a. constant sense, of our own weakness, nol 
with a design to discourage the mind and depress Hio 
spirits; bnt with a irjew to drive as out of oufs^ve^ 
in search of the divine assistance. We sfaooid coiitom* 
plate omr infirmity in order to draw ns to look for his 
strength, and to seek that power from God which wo 
vaniiy look for in ourselves; Wo da not tell a siek 
frieud of his danger in Order to grieve or terrify biai^ 
ibut to mduce him to apply to bis Physician, and. to 
have I'ccourse to iiis remedy. 

Among the charges which have been brought asiaiast 
aeriouft piely, ooe is^ that it teachos^niGn to despair. 
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Ttie dskttfjb is jndt in one settle as to the &ct, bntlalse 
in theseUM inteiHied. It teaches us to despair indeed 
of ourselves, while it tncolcates that iiiith in a Rfileem- 
'er, ivtiieb is the tme antidote to despair. Faith quick- 
'ens the doubting^ spirit while if hnmbf^s the presunip- 
tnons. Hie lowly Christian takes comfort in the blessed 
promise, that Godjrill never forsake them that are his. 
The presnmptoonsinan is e«|naHy right in the doctrine, 
^biit wrofig m applying it. He takes that cemfort to 
himself which was meant for another class of charac- 
ters. * The mid-appropriatton of Scripture promises and 
tbreaV^ingSyisdie canseof much error and delusion. 

Though some devout entlnisiasts have fallen into error 
by an nnmHnral and impracticable disinterestedness, 
assertmg that God is to be loved excltisively for himself 
^itb tm absolete renunciation of any view of advantage 
*to oarselves ^•yet that piiayer cannot be mercenary, which 
invotves 6od's glory with bur own happiness, and makes 
Ms wUI thelawof our I'equests. Though we aretode- 
sffe the glory of God supremely ; though this ought to 
be our i^andaetnating principle, yet he has graciously 
permitted, commanded, invited us, to attach our own 
hapimiess to this primary object. The Bible exhibits not 
on^ a beauftifiil, bnt an mseparable combination of both, 
which delivers os from the danger of mmaturally re- 
nomicing our own benefit for tbe promotion of God's glo- 
ty onthedneliand; and on the other, from seeking any 
happiness^ independent of liira, and uiiderived Horn him. 
In enjoinkig as to love him supremely, he has connected 
anniispeakable blessing with a paramount duty, the higlh 
«st privilege with the most pof^itivc command. 

What a triomph for the humble Christian to be assn- 
|ed, that ^ the high and loOy one vrliich inlmbiteth eter- 
Sity," condescends at the same time to dwell in the heart 
of the contrite; in jki« heart! To know that God is the 
God of his ^^i to know that he is even invited to take the 
Lord for his God— To close with God's o^^rs, to acc^ept 
his invitations, to receive God as Ids portion, must surely 
be more pleasing to our heavenly Father, than separating 
oar happiness from his glory. To disconnect onr interests 
liom hi» |(OQ<&BeiB, is at once to detract from his perfec- 
tions, and to obscure the brightness of our own hopes. 
Thetieclaiitttont of hispired writers are confirmeid by the 
aathori^ eft' the heavenly hosts. They proclaim that th^ 
E2 



eloify of God snd Hie lM|if»Hie#8 of Mi creaMM, so flAr 
mm interfering, are connected witii each «tlM)r. Wit 
know tint of one antliem composed and sao^ by AnpH, 
aind this most barmomontly cotnbinas^' fhffrgto^ of Ood 
in tbe fatgbeett trith peAcQ on etsrtk and good wtfi to men.** 

** Tbt beanty of Scriptnre,** says tlie ^oat Saxon Re- 
former, ^' €ons»tB in pronoima." T^n God it oar God*«* 
God er&a oar oum'God sfaatl bless ii8—4iow delij^itfi}! the 
appropriation ! to f;1ori% htm as being m faimiotf coiiMi#> 
mate exeellenoe. and to ior^ him froiii'the iMiog thattlite 
^icetlence is- directed to oor ^Hicity t Hffm ntodccQf 
wonid lie ingratitude, distnterestedness rebellion'. ft 
would be severing onrseives frovit faim, in whom wo Kr^;,, 
and nvQ^e^ and are ; it would be dissolvniir the connexiioii 
which b& has condescended to estabhsh betwoen himse lf 
and hiacreatnres. 

It has been jnstiy observed, that the Seriptvre MM» 
make this union tbe chief groond of their gratefal esnitfli* 
tion—«% strength," ** my rock," <' «y fortrBsa,*? «^i>i^ 
deliveiar t" again, ** let the God of my sidvatioii be oaal- 
ted !" Now take away tbe proaoon and aabstitute the ai^ 
ticle ike^ how comparativety cold is the impnMtiion f TIM 
consntnmatioB of tbe joy arises from'^the poenliai^ty^ ^i^ 
intimacy, tiie endearment of the relation. 

Nor to the liberal Christian is the gftiMfiiljoy dinMn^ 
ished, when be blesses his God as <^ the God of all tbmil 
that trotft in him." AH general blessings, wtik^ff! say, all 
providential mercies, are mine individoafly, aMasloe al 
complet^y, as if no other shared in the enfoynMit. U^^ 
light, the earth and heavens, the son and afavs, whatever 
anstiins tbe body, and' recreates the spirits! My obii^ 
tion is as great as if the tnarcy had been made purely for 
me ; as great? nay it is greater-»tt isaagraented b? « 
sense of the millions who imrticipata in' the blessiag. Tba 
same enlargement of tbe personal otili^ion holds good. 
nay rises higher in the mercies of Hedemptioo. Tbe Lord 
is my Saviour'.as completely as if he had redeemed only 
me. That he has redeemed ** a great mnf titade wfaidi no 
man can number, of all nations and ktad<«ds and peopte 
and tonnes'' is dtffnsion without abatein«nt; it is gene- 
ral participatioA without mdividoal di«i»ation. Badi 
Jiasalt. 

In adoring Ute Providcaeetif Godj we^o apt toii6 
.«trQsk witii wbftlisiiew and outof emuee^ ^^te we too 
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wm^ mm ^tf f k fc»g» ImbttMl «iid iiMBltrrapleil ifierries. 
Bff t omaminaa UKrctev, if less striking are nore mlaabk, 
1b«lh becaaae. we have tbeni «iways) a»d for tlie reason 
4|bove fOsi^ied, decaaae otbers siiare thets. Tbe ordina- 
jy Meana^of life amovctriooked for the very reason that 
they 9<i|^ to be mest piwed, hecause the^are most mi- 
Sorm^ h«8ioiKcd. lliey are i|Soat essential to our snp. 
jport» «B<Lnrben once they are withdrawn we begin ^ md 
that they tre iNimost essential to oar com^rt. Nothing 
jraisea thofNiee of a foiessii^ like its reviovaly whereas it 
^ras it* ^antsoaance sittch shookl have taught us its val- 
"tte. l^e.f«qiiire novelties^ to awaken oar gntttade, not 
go Msi dQriw g that it is the dnvatiun of meroies which en- 
'immtm IhevMrahK. We want fresh excitements. We 
^9oaai4er aBcreias long enjoyed as tilings of coorso, as 
things to which we have a sort of presomptive claim , m 
if 43«d hud a» right to withdmw what be had once bestow- 
^^«a if ha were obUged tocautinae what he has once 
jkea p t aaaa d to confer. 

. list that tbe aau has shove nnreaiittinf^y from the day 
4hat€M-€«eated him, is not a less stitpenddns exertion 
tof pasaif ^haa tfiat tha hand which iis^d him in the hea- 
vens, and aaarked oat his progress through them,onee 



md hf fti» senrairty ** San, ataad thoa still npop Oibeon.' 
7^ ho has conn on in his streqgtby driving his nninter- 
d«|^ied 4araer, aad <* rejoicing as a giant to nm his 
^auiwa^* iivaix thovaand yeatsy is a more astonishiag ex- 
JriNtfw of Qmttipotenee than that be shonld have been 
^snoa swapgiidffd by the band wfaieh set him in motion, 
llmt the oi4isanec8 of heaven, that the established hiws 
•«f aiit«9e,flia«dd bave been for one day intercapted to 
aerve a parrtcuhir occasion, is a less real wooder, and 
;9efflaisl9r a iesa anhstantialiileasing, than that in such a 
mnUitaie of ftgeathey ahoald have pnimied their appoin- 
tfid «oQise^ for thereomfort of the whale system ; 
V«r ever «mgia|* a* tbcy ■Woe 
The hand that Made us is divine. 
As the aifections of tbe Christian ought to be ;set on 
tliJHigs above, so it i« for tliom that his prayers will be 
<chieny addxaissed. God in pf o«)itiiiig4o *' giv^ those who 
4e%ht ip hwk the desiie ii tUfiir lieait,". .cmild never 
ineau tempon^l things, tor these they might d0!>tre impro- 
ae0y as to. theolyect, a^ ipMrdipately m .to^.degree. 
Jj^G pjroiaise t«kA<^!(Pi'iw:ipa|ly tf» apiri^al l^lct^sincf . 
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He not only gives at tiiese merdes; l>iit tiMr very 4^rt 
. to obtain them is also his gift. Here ourprayer Tei|mrM 
no qoalirying, no coaditioniBg, no limitation. We eao- 
not err in our choice, Ibr Ood himself is the object of it ; 
we cannot exceed in the deicree, wilesB it were possible 
to love him too well, or to please him too much. . 

We should pray for woHdly corotbrts, and tor a bl€«> 
sing on onr earthly pkms, though lawful in themselTCi^' 
conditionally, and with a reservation, becaiBw after Imt. 
ing been earnest in onr requests for then,' it may bappea 
that when we come to the petition «' t^f wlU be doocP 
we may in these very words be pmying that barpfevious 
petitions may not be granted. In this brief request con- 
sists the vital principle, the essential spirit of prayer^ 
God shows his munificence in encouragti^^ na to fiik most 
earnestly foi* the greatest things, by promising that the 
smaller '< shall l^ added unto us.** We therefore ac- 
knowledge his liberality most when we request llie high- 
est iavours. He manifests his infinite snperiority to 
earthly fathers by chiefly delighting to conferthose spirit- 
ual gitts which they lesi soHcitonsly desinefar their child- 
ren than those worldly advantages on which God sets so 
little valne. 

Nothing short of a sincere devotedoess \o Qod, can 
enable us tomaintain a» equality of mind, under vneqadl 
eirciimstaaces. We mfirmvr that we have not the thiog» 
we ask amiss, not knowing that they are witlilield by 
the same mercy by which the things that are good fot 
Bs are granted. Things good in tbemsetves may'not be 
good for ns. A resigned spirit is the proper dispoftitloit 
to prepare ns for receiving ntercicS) or for havi^ theilk 
domed. Resignation of so«l» like the allegiance of % 
good sttbiect, is always in readiness tbongh^not in actk>ii; 
whereas an impatient mind is a spirit of diiaflbctibn, aT-' 
ways prepared to retohc, when the will of the sovereign 
is in opposition to that of the subject, lliis seditious 
princqple is the i^llible characteristic of an unrenewed 
mind. 

A sincere love of God will make ns thank fol when oitr 
supplications are granted, and patient and cheerfid wheta 
they are denied. He who feels his heart rise aeainst any 
divine dispensation <onght not to rest till by serious me- 
ditation and 'Ernest prayer it be moulded hitosnbmis- 
mti. An^hablt of acquieseeneein the w!l^ of God, will 
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iw 4|Krite OD Ifte fafeidti^ «f bif iBimi, l!)«t efM bis 
JHlgnHSBt wHl«sbniee fkft tomnetmm, that wbat Iw«immi 
so.ardoQtly detired, ^rovtt bo< bive lic«» tliftt good 
Ibiimt, vfanidi fas Wodiiess. tedcMBiiMwd ivitJi bn mbes 
«» ttiakebim bdi«v« tt to lit. H^ iviUracollect llio nNh 
■f iiiiMaBet^mwhidi tf bisiniyorttttiity bod f»revailed^ 
M ibwg trMoh igMonee reqiwited, Midwtadom deoi» 
ttdi ^iMokl baveiaauM bis laiaef^. Every imb^disap* 
yiiiilnwat «illt«aobbiBi to dbtroafc hmm\( ««Mt to«oa. 
4dA is Oad» fixpciicace vtM matmet biai ^bat tbere 
nay.teabeliar way atf* beanag tm rttpmm than tbat 
af fracilbig tbrai. liappy fior at that He tOtanbom tbey 
a«a addrcjtaed toiawfc yMtb is beat^aadacte •pmi tbat 
bwMriedfe. 

Still lift ibr gpod l!he ra^llcatiDf iroirc, 
. »ttle»<rew tttitwn a>feiM*tw»e — *tb»t b »te»; 
IiBflMpbwittd, hftiiU4fiicinai» rutp 

Secuxe wb^te'er he^ve», he gives the best. 

. We fboabi ^ n da^ v o u r to i-ondor om; ptvata dcrolaaot 
f^e«lMliapadle>f4ir o«ir o^a ^^ai^ciOar uos. Pn^ritr 
iMpuwtMfa|;eiia«i^ist«9,indefiaite to isaacb tbe iodi^ 
vtdma eaae. W^ miMt koftf^it bona to 4Mir own beajrt, 
fflse «« nay be cofiiMpg anotbor mao'« sine and ov^nv 
lmfcumjoiirow«L |fi^4iaveiMi5|Mr«do«Maii)tfaoit,we 
ibitM iH»y iDQia aspaci^ily i4EWit tbat fault. If wa 
prty far aay virfto^ of wbieb me paKticubu-ly staiid in 
l»lfd». wc ibiauid dnFt?H qn.aar 04*«i dodciencMs ia tbal 
TOta«» ttU aar ««al« ^eeoase deeply «ffec<«4 witb oar 
Yf«| M' it« Oar pfayei^ sboald be rircuioaaiotial, not 
III mw before observe lor the infonaation of infinite 
wilder bat for the ttirringiip^ofoor (iwndaUaiectiona. 
And ae tbe reeapitalaticfi of oar wants tends to kecf 
uf a s«;pse ^ ear de|)endeneay the enlerging oo ear es- 
f^ecua afienies wiU lend |o keep aliven sense of grat»- 
<nde. While faaidiseriiakHite petitkmsi.ocmfetsioas, and 
lbanksstrifligs.lea«e the mind to welder in indefinite de- 
irotion aad nnaiecting |{«peralities, witbont personality 
and mtbeot appropriation. It mast be obvious tbat we 
^cept those giaad nniversat points in which ail bare an 
eqdal interest) and which most always form the essence 
ar.iHiblic pn^yer.. 

. On tbe btecfting attending importunity in prayer^ tbe 
Gospel a abandantiy explicits God perhaps delays to 
Jt^jG tbat we m^y persvvcre in a^ing. lie may reqoire 
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knportamty for our own sakes, ttiat the frequency aDduN 
fieiicy of the petition may bring onr hearts mto that 
frame to which he will be iavonrable. 

A» we ought to live m a spirit of obedience to hf» com- 
mands, 80 we shonld live in a frame of waiting Ibr bis 
blessing on our prayers, and in a spirit of gratitnde 
when we have obtained it. This is^that ^ preparation of 
the heart" which wonid always keep ns in a postnre for 
doty. Jf we desert the duty because an immediate Mes* 
sing does not visibly attend it, it shews that we do not 
serve Ood ont of conscience bnt selilsfaness; that we 
grudge expMding on him that service which brines ns in 
no immediate interest. Though he grant not oar pi»d>' 
tion, let us never be tempted to withdraw our appficik 
tion. 

Our relnctiint devotions may remind us of the remark 
of a certain ^eat political wit, who apologixed for lii^ 
late attendance in Parliament, by liis being detained 
while a party of Soldiers were dragging a ttHw^tHr to \SA 
dnty. How niilny excuses do we find for not bi^g In 
time! How many apologies for brevity! How many eva- 
sions for neglect! How unwilling, too often, are we t# 
come Into t£e divine presmce, how rdu<;tant to remain 
in it ! Those homrs wmch are least valuable for business, 
vrfaich are least seasonable ^r pleasure, we commonly 
give to religion. Om* energies which were so exerted ia 
tiie sdeiety we have jui^ f]nitted,are sunk as we approadi 
tte divine i^resen'ce. Our hearts which were all alacrittr 
in some fttvolous conversation, become cold and inqpu- 
mate, as if it were the natural property of devotion to 
Iveeze the ail^ctftms. Our animal spirits which so reaifl- 
ly performed their functions before, now slilcken their 
vjgocir and lose their vivacity. The sluggish body sym- 
pathizes with the unwillhig mind, and each promotes the 
deadness of theotiier; both &re slow in listening to the 
call of doty ; both are soon weary in performing it. As 
prayer requires all the energies of the compound being 
of man, so we- too often feel as if there were aconspira- 
'Cy of body,, soul, and spirit to disincline and disqualify us 
for it. 

When the heart is once sincerely 'turned to religion, we 
need not, every time we pray, examine into every truth, 
and seek for conviction over sind over again; bnt assume 
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that tboie doFeUioes are trae» the trutit of vtluch we h^e 
alresMly provi*d. From a general and fixed impression o^ 
these priociples, will result a taste, i% dispoBednesa.a Jove, 
8p intimate, that the convictions of the understanding 
will becoo^e the affections of the heart. 
., 1*^ be deeply impressed with a few fundameutal 
f raths, to digest them tliprou^ly, to meditate on them 
serionslyy to pray pvtr them fervently, to get them deep* 
.ly.rooteain the jtteart, viill be more productive of fiiitb 
ipod botiness, than to laboar after variety, ingenuity or 
^egaoce*. The indulgence of imagination will rather dis- 
.i&act than edify. Searching after tngeniooft tboiigbta wiU 
anther divert tlie attention from Qod to ourselves, tfaaa 
promote "^nedness^ofthooglit, singleness of intention, and 
devotedness of spirit ^ Whatever is subtile and refined, is 
ntdai^r of being onscripturat. If we do not, guard the 
jmnd It will learn to wander iu quest of novelties. It wiU 
learn tosetmore value on original thoughts thi^i devout 
a9ecti<^ns* It i9 the business of prayer tooa&tdown>iiiia« 
jg^tions which gratify the natural activity of thenoiod, 
y^hiie they leavf the heart milmmbled. 
\ We should confine ourselves to the present business-of 
the present moment ; we should keep th^ mind in a state 
- Oif perpetoal dependence ; we slionld entertain n» long 
views. ** Now IS the accepted time." *< To-day we most 
bear his voice^" . ''Give mihis, day our daily bread." 
,Tfae manna will not keep till to-morrow : to-nmrrow will 
bave its owi^ wants, and must have its own petitions. To- 
morrow we must seek the bread of heayea afresh. 

IV'e should however avoid coming to our devotions with 
unfurnished minds. We should be always laying in mate* 
rials for prayer, by a diligent course of serioajt reading, by 
treasuring np in onr minds the most important truths, fr 
^e rush into tlie divine presence with avacant or ignor 
jrant or unprepared uiind, with a heart full of the world ; 
sw we shall tvcl no disposition or qualification for the work 
^e are about to engage in, so we cannot expect«.that 
onr petitions will be heard or granted. There must be 
some congruity between the heart and the object, som^ 
affinity between the state of our minds and the business tH 
which they are employed, if we would expect wccesa in 
the work. 

We arc often deceived both as to tlie principle and the 
^ect of oar prayers. When from &ome external cause 



. tbe heart 19 «la#, the spitHs ll^t» the f bdi^ts nm^, -^ 
totigse voinble^a kind df spoDtaneons^loqiieiidttiiiilibe h^ 
•Milt ; with tills we are pleaSiedittttc} tbis ready flftw^g «tre 
williiigto impose ^BOttfselvea for pie^. v » 

On the other hand when the irmmI ts dejec^ted, Hie «il- 
vial spirits low, the thonghts confused : when apgK>site 
words do not readiH^ present tbemBelfea, we are apt to 
accuse oar hearts or want of fervor, to knntiif oittr weale- 
isess and to monra that because we hsire hid no pleaatne 
in prayinj)^, our prayers* hare thereibre, notas^setuhed t» 
the throne of mercy. In both eases we perbapa j«<^ 
onrselves unftdrty. These unready dccetrts, these iM. 
leriniar praises, these ill-eitpressed petiticMSs^niaj^ft&d ftiot^ 
aeeeptatice than the florid taBc with Wiiieh we iniel^ i* 
well satisfied : The hitter consisted it may he of shrMia^ 
thoughts, iloathiii; on the fiiiiey> deqneat wards # iinlK>^ 
enty c« the irps ; the former was the s^hhh; of a caatril^ 
heart, abased by the feelini; of its ewnu tt w et thln ^ s a; wHi 
awed by the peifeetions wf a holy aad h cyt»a eB trbi ii tt 
43fOd. The heart is dissatisfied with its owh dM MJr 
tasteless repetitions, which, with aH their hnper^setieitf^ 
Mflnite ffoocbiess may peHiaps hearwitii lhf«Br.*<^W<» 
may not only beeli^ with the flnefiey, hat eiren; wMb 
the fervency of onr prayers. Vanity may growfoot ef 
like very act of renonaeing it; and we may bejpii ta ftct 
l^nd at havini^ humbled oorselrea so eiotpMBtlyi 

There is however a strain a»d sphtt of fmfer euaalte' ■ 
^distinct inm that focihty and eoptenseess forwhidi wV 
certainly are never the nettec in the sight of Ged, mi§ 
l&omHthat ^onstramt wui dryness for which tre mtf ht 
never itfae werse. . There is astmple, soKd, pioas stiaiw ef 
prayer m whieh the snpplieattt is so 3ied and eeeopicd 
with a seme of his ewn dependence, and of the fanp<iitatie# 
of the things for winch he ashs, and so peiaaaded of tkt 
fmwer and grace of Oed through Christ to fii« faimthoae 
things, that wt^e heis eajsa^ed in it, he does net merely 
imagine, hnt feels assured that God is nigh to hittM i 

* Of these sort* of repetitions, oar sdmirabkChurdi litur^ has 
been ftceused * s a fUitlt ; bat this defect, if tt be one, hspiaty aecom* 
modates itaeif to our intkankiBS. Where is the fa^fweil wio^ «ho^ 
Attention never wander*, whose tiewt aeoompaiiiira Ms i^ m ^^^ 
sentence ? Is there no absence of nnnd in the petitioner, no traader jny 
of the thong[^ts. iio inconstancy of the heart, which these iepetitMm> 
are wisely calccbtrd to eon«<t. i» ronsc ftic A'nd attentl*»n, to*iif»5: 
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cMMoSed fktbcr, so tliat everf bnrden and doubt are ta- 
kca «ff ff«m fab mind. ^^ He knows," as 8r. Jobn eicpres* 
«*• ity ^ tkAt he ba» tfae^titions fae «leifir«d of God/* and 
fe«l8 the truth of that promise ** while thev are yet Dpeak<* 
isf I wiH Jiear." ^ This is the perfecUon of prayer. 



CHAP. VI 

CVLnTATSOK i3» A OBVOt^ONAL tPiJlIT* 

TQuamtain a detotiotNit ^irlf, two ^ns;s are espe* 
tuMf neceMary-i^habitUally to cukiimte the disposition, 
aad baitltiuMf to avoid wtawtever is unlkv^oairahie to it. 
Frequmt Mtifement' ahd recolleetion are indispensable, 
loi^^lier wkhsneha genera] eoitrse of reading;, as, if it do 
•at aetnaiiy oBrMmstethe spirit we are eUdeavonring to 
QMHiitain, MtaJI neter be hostile to it* We should avoid 
as^^madiflsin as lies aU sucli societal aii soeh atnnsemeftts 
as exdte teaspers^ wMeh it is the daily business of a Chris- 
tiaa toottbdoe, and all those ftftlti^ which it is his eon- 
atant daty tomppMss. 

And bereoia^ we ventura to observe, that ifvome tfaiiiga 
which are apparently inaoeeut^ and do not assame ati alar- 
Bua^ «speet, or bear adangeroos charttcter ; tliin]gs which 
the generality of deeotooa people affirm, (how troljr we 
JM«w«ot>€obe8alefQrtbefa; yet if we find thiat these 
tiiiagf stirbp inns iasproperpropeiiMties, if they stwaWti 
tfaaaghlis whieh oi^ht not to be excited ; if they atidte 
Oar love for religious exeretses, or idfhnge onronr time tor 
fierfiimiittg titeai ', ifitbeyniakespintnalconci^os appear 
iBa(Md;if'they^ wind our hoart a tittle more aboat tlie 
worid ; io shorty if w6 have formerly fonnd them in^rious 
to our owii«on4s, then let no exaiMpte or per8iiasion,no 
belief of their aileged innoeenee, no plea of their perfect 
8afety,tempttis to indulge in them. It matters bttle to' 
ow secarity what they are to others. Onr business is 
with ourselves. Our respotisibitity is on onr own beads. 
Otiiers cannot know the side on which we are assailable. 
Let oar own unbiassed judgna^at detiermine onr opinion, 
Ut our own experience decide for our own conduct. 

In speaking of bookS; we caanot forbe^ noticing that 
J? 
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very prevalent iH)rt ofreacKni^, whIeliisUttietels prMfoc^* 
tive of evil, little less prejudicial to moral and mental in*' 
provement, than that which carried a more formidaUe 
ap]>earancc. We cannot confine' onr censure to tfao«6 
more coiTopt writings which deprftve the heart, debauch 
the iiija|riDation, and poison the principles. Of these the 
tnrpiinde is so obvious, that no cantion on tliis bead, it is 
presumed, can be necessary. Bat Sf justice forbids as to 
confound the insipid with the mischievous, the idle with 
the vicious, and the frivolous with the profligate, still w<^ 
can only admit of shades, deep shades we allow, of differ- 
ence. Tliese works, if comparatively harmless, yet de- 
b ist* the taste, slacken the intellectiAal nerve, Itt doiiifn 
tliii iHiderstandin^, set the fimey loose, and ^eiid it ^d- 
dmg among low and mean objects They not only ma 
away with the time which should be given to belter tbitfl^ 
but gradually destroy all taste for better tlun^ Iclxy 
sink the mkid to their own standard, and give it a shi^- 
gish reluctance, we had almost said, a moral iiicapaci«f 
foreverv thini; above their level. The mind, by long: 
habit ot stoophif^; loses its ferectness, and yields to iia 
degrada tion. 1 1 becomes so low and narrow by the little- 
ness of th« things, which eng^^ it, tliatft re<)iiiresa paia^ 
ful effort to lift itself high enough, or to open itself wide 
enough, td embrace great and noble objects; The appe- 
tite is vitiated. £xcess, instead of producing a surfeit^ 
by weakening; the digestion only induces a loathini^-lor 
stron<j;er nonnslmient. The faculties which might have 
been expanding in works of science, or soaring in the 
contemplation of genius, become satisfied with 'the im- 
pertinences of the most ordinary fiction, lose tlieir re« 
iish for the severity of truths tlie elegatice of taste^ ami 
tlie soberness of religion. Lulled in the torpor of repose, 
the intellect dozes, and enjoys in its waiung ilream, 

AU the wild tnah at' sleep, without the rest. 

In avoiding books which excite the passions, it would 
seem strange to include even some devotional works. Vet 
spch as merely kindle warm feelings, are not always the 
safest Let us rather prefer those, which, while they 
tend to rAi|p a devotional spirit, awaken the affcetions 
without disordering them, which, while tliey elevate the 
desires, purify them ; wtkqh sliew us our own ^nature, and 
l<>yopen its corruptions. Such as shew us this malignity 
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«f«B» tliedee^tfttlness^qf 4Hir |ieart», tlio A^eblene8» of 
oar bies t resolutioos ; such a$. teach us to puU off the mash 
Ihuu the Purest appean^icea, and discover every bidinff 
iMsiee^ where some iorkiage^vilwoiild conceal itself; such 
a» shew uftnat what we appear to others, bat what wc 
v^aliy, are ; soch as co-operating with our interior fee(- 
ipgSy oad shewiug UH our natural state, point out our ab- 
solnto need of a ReiSeemer, lead us to seek to hioi for 
Hardoa fr(«B a conviction that there is. no other refuge, 
90. other aatvalion. Let us be*conversant widi such writ- 
iiEIgs as teaeh MS thai ^hiic we Jong to obtain the remis- 
sioo of ^our- tjiansgressious, we must not desii-e the re- 
^issioaof ouv dutic& JLet us seek fur such a Saviour as 
will not «iuly deitvcr. us fiom thepuui&hiueot of sin, but 
^oai iH dotttkiioo also*. 

Aadiel us ever bear ic; mind that the «nd of prayer is 
not answered when the prayer is linisiied. We should 
Migard pri^ei' as a means to a OirUier end. The act of 
jliay«f is jpot. sufficient, we uvost cultivate a spirit of pray- 
er. . And though when the actual devotion is over, we 
eaxatQtf amid^he distractions of company and business^ 
aliita^s be tfainkhig of heavenly things ; yet the desirey 
the trame, th^ piropensity, the wiili^ness to return to 
them we^ust, .however difhcuit, endeavour to maintain. 

'The proper temper for prayer should precede the act. 
The liispositlou should be wrought iu the mind before the 
ex^reise i& begun. To bring a proud temper to an hum- 
ble prayf^y ajuxurioos habit to a self denying prayer, or 
a worhlly disposition to a spiritual minded prayer, is a 
positive^anomaly. A habit is more powerful than an act, 
and a {imviously indulged ttmper during the day will not^ 
is. in to bo feared, be fnJjy counteracted by the exercise 
ol' a few minutes devotion at uight. 

Prayer i^, desi^sed for a perpetua) renovation of the 
motives to virtue, if therefore the cause is not followed 
by its consequence, a consequence inevitable but for ilie 
impediments we hruig to it^ yte rob our nature of its 
highest .privilege, and run the danger of incurring a pen- 
alty wlveie weare lookhig for a blessiug* 

Thai the habitual tendency of the life sboiUd be tiie 
prf palpation for the stated prayer, is naturallv suggested 
to us by our blessed Kedeen»er in his seriZim on the 
Mouoi. He announced tlie precepts oi' holiness, ^od 
their <;0rK«spondijfig bcatitude^^ he gnve the spiritual eXr 
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pontloD of 41)0 Law, tbe directioas for iilra^vuig^ Hm 
exiiortation to ioYe our .enemies^ nay the «ss«D8e ua^ 
spirit of tiie whole Decalogim, previona to bis dotireriag 
liis own diYine prayer as a patt/ern for oar's. JLel us team 
from tbb ttuit the preparation of prayer is therefore %0 
live in all those pursnitR whieh we may safely beg of Ood 
to blesH, aud in a con6ict with ali those temptatioiM kU» 
which we pray not to be led. 

If Qod be the centre to wbk'h oor hearts are tenduigy 
every line in oar live^ most meet in. him.. With thai 
point iu view there will be a harmony between our pnef- 
en and our practice, a coiisisteney between dovotlon an# 
condact, which will make^every part tarn to tJ^ia one 
end, bear u|>on this oqe point. For the be«tity of the 
CijrLstian scheuie consists not in parts, (however go^d 
in themselves) which tend to separate views, and lead.to 
different encis ; hut it arisen from its beiog one entife^ 
uniform, .connected plan, '* compacted of t^at whidt 
every joint siipplietii," and of which all the parts temwft. 
ate m this one erand ultimate point. 

I l)e desiiin ot Prayer therefore as we before abeertedy 
V not mereiy tq make ns devout while we are engaged iai 
it, but 'that its odour may be diffiised throiiffh all the in* 
teriiiediate ^paces of the day, enter into all itooenupa* 
tian^, duties, and tempers., l^or uiusi its resoltf he par- 
tial, or limited to easy and- pleasaat duties, bnt eatead 
to such as are less aNuring. When we pray, for iuataBee,* 
for our ene.nies, tbe praj^r mast be rendered pfactical, 
Biu«»t be ina«le a memis of softenmg e«ir spiritr and eoai- 
ihff our resentment toward them. If we •deserve their 
enmity, the true spirit of prayer will put as open ea- 
deavounngto cure the fault which lias excited it. If we 
do not desf rve it, it will pat ns on striving for a placable 
temper, and we shall endeavour not to let slip so lavoar- 
ai>ie an occasion of <'altiTatine; it There is no such sofleiK 
er of animosity, no sudi soother of resentment^ oesnchal- 
layerof liatred, assu|cere» cordial prayer 

It is obvious, that tbe precept to pray withoot ceasing 
. can never mean to enjoin a contimial course of actoat 
prayer. But while it more directly enjoins as to embrace 
alt proper occa^ioBS of ^performing this sacred duty, ar 
rather of claiming tjiis valuable prxvileee, so it plahily 
implies that w« should ti^ to keep up oomtantly that 
aense of the dirine presence wbieh slialli^Hai^n tbe d^ 
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jKKi^ii. In ordfar to this, we should inure onr mtilds to , 
reflecHoB; we should encourage serious thoughts. A 
good thonghtbarely passing through the mind will make 
Sttle impression on it. We mu«t arrest it, constrain it 
to remain with us, expand^ amplify, and as it were, take 
It to pieces. It must be uistiuctly unfblded, and eare- 
fliliy eaaimiiif?d, or it wilt leave no precise idea ; it must 
be fixed and incorporated, or it will produce no practi- 
esA effect. We must not dismiss it till it hus left some 
trace on the mind, till it has made some impression on 
tiie heart. 

'. On tiie otiier hand, if we gi?e the reins to a loose uii- 
f ovenicd fau^y, at Other times, if we abandon onr minds 
l« frtvolotis thonghts ; if we fill them with coiTopt iroa- 
f^ ; if we cherish sensnal ideas during the rest of the 
day, can we expect that none of these images will iii- 
tmdei tbttt .nope offhe.se impressions will be revived, but 
that *** the temple into which foul things*' have been in- 
vited, will be cieansed at a given moment; that worldly 
tlmnghts will recede and give place at once, to pure and 
holy- thoughts ? Will that spirit, grieved by impurity, or 
resisted by levity, retulti with his warm beams, and 
vheering influences, to the cbntaminated mansion from 
which he lias been driven ont? Is it wonderful if finding 
no entrance into a heart filled with vanity he should with- 
draw bimself?>--We cannot, in retiring into our closets, 
chftnge onr natures as we do onr clothes. The disposi- 
tioR we carry thither will be likely to remain 'with ns. 
We have no right to expect tliata new temper w'tll meet 
ti9 %t the door. We can only hope that tlie spirit we 
bring ihtther will be cherished and improved. It is not 
easy, rather it is not possible, t^ graft genuine devotion 
on a life of an opposite- tendency; nor cat? we dekght 
ourselves regularly for a few slated moments, in that God 
whom we have not been serving dnring the day. We 
-may indeed tqqtfiet onr conscience, take up the employ- 
ment of prayer, but cannot take-up the stale of mind 
Mhicb will fnake the employment beneficial toonroelves, 
or the prayer amreptable to God, if all the previous da^ 
fre Iwive been careless of ourselves, an4 unmindful of one 
Mak«rr« TA*^ will hot pray ildferently flrom the rest df 
tlKJ world, who do not live drflferently. 
' What a contradicfion is it to laUneut the weaicness, the 
misery^anclrhe oorrnptton of our na|^i^ Jigafliff devo- 



ti^fiK, ttAdtlien to rush into* a tif^, t)iou|^ not |>€r]ui|M: tt 
Trc, yet of imkit@;eiices. eale«kit«d to ^ncremse tbat 
trvdkne^y, to iitftime tiiose corruptions, and to i«ad fft 
that misery ! There is either no moanu^in our pmyen^ 
or- no 8en9t- in our condoct. Ib ttie fltae we i^oefe God^ 
hi tho. o»tt«r we deceive oarselves. 

Wili tiot he Who keept up an hahttnal^ inter cosKie wit& 
his Vlaker, who is. vigilant in thonj^lit, seU^denyinif hi ac- 
tion, who strives to kepp bis heart from nrrofif^ desiret^ 
hifi tnind from vain imaginationft, aiMl.his Hps from idie 
words, bring a more prepared spirit, a more colkicted 
imn<), be more en|B;ai^ed, more penetrated, more present 
to the occa^ ion ? Will lie no t f^el mwe deli|;ht ai t)us dfe» 
vont exercise, reap more benefit from it, than be wfatf 
livet^ at random, pi-ays from rastom, and who tiiough h« 
dare!< not intermit the form, is a itraiiffor to its sph-it; 
'* O God my heart is ready/ cannot be InwfaUy ottered 
by him who is no more prepared. 

We Apeak not here to the self^ufficieot lormalist, or 
the <*a retess profligate. Amoi^ thosewhom we now %A4 
thehbertyto address, are tobe.lbnnd, especially in the 
hiffbt^r otass of females, the amiable and the interesting 
and in many respects, the virtnons and correct: €tianic» 
ters so en^a«(ing, so evidently made for better thiii|[S, sd 
capable of fearhinf^liigh degrees of excellence^ so form- 
ed to give the tone to Gbristian practice, as well aa to 
fashion ; so ralcalatod to give abeaotiliil impressinn of 
that religion which tbey proven without ««ttfficientlyadoni» 
ing ; which they believe without fairi^ excmptifyiii^ ; 
4. tftmt we cannot forbear taking a tender mterest In theif 
welihre, we cannot forbear breathing a ferment prayei*^ 
that they may yet reach the etevation ibr whictt they 
were intended ; that tbey may hold oat a itDifbrm and 
consistent pattern, of ** wlmtsoever things' are pnre, hon- 
est, just, h)vely, ami of good report !'* This the • Ap6stle 
goes on to intiMmto ran only be done by thinkiitg but 
THK9E TBtNOS. Things^an only tnflweuce oar practice 
"* us theyengaceo^ir attention. WooldDOttlienacoiifirn»> 
ed habit of serious thought tend to correct thai inconsi^ 
deration, which we are willing to hope, more tlian want 
of principle^ liesat the bottom lOf the.incomiistency we arn 
lamenting. 
If, as iihs geaitrally allowed, the great difficulty of oar 

>itiuMlifei6 totmakothelfottire predomimte o\t!rdf^ 



prettot, do we toH by tiw conduct we are r^;rettki;, ag^ 
grairate w\Mk it is in our iM>wer to dimiittsh ? Mi8calciii»> 
titon^f the retative value of tiikigs is one of the i^eatest 
errorsofonr moral life. We estimate tlietn in an inverse 
proporHonto their ^hie, as welt as to tbetr daration t 
we lavish earnest and dnraUe thooghts on tbinf^ so tii- 
#iog, that they deserve little regard, so brief that they 
^ perisih wilbthe nsnig," while we bestow only slight at* 
tention on things of infinite worth, oniy transient thoughts 
OB things of etenuil doFitioD. 

Those who are so fer conseientions as not to intermit a 
nguiar cowrseof devotion, and who yet allow themsehres 
nt tho'teme time to go on in a coarse of amnsementSy 
which excite n directly opposite spirit, are tneoncetv- 
•btyangflieirtnig their own difficnifies. Tliey are eager- 
ly heaping op'fHel in the day^ on the fire which (hey in^ 
tend to extiognish fai the evening ; they a»e voluntarily 
adding to tire temptations^ against whieh they mean to 
foquest^graee to straggle. To itcknowtedge at the same 
time, that we find it hard to aewe Ood as we oaght, and 
yet to he sjFstenmticany indulging halyits, which mnst 
nutntntty tncreaso the difficnlty, nwkeo onr cfMnK;ter» al- 
most rtdicnious, while it renders our dntyalmoH imprac** 
^able. 

Willie we maheonr way more diAcnIt by those very 
i»(jirigen^9 with which we think to cheer and refresh ft, 
the doteraiined Christian beoomeft his own ptoneer ; he 
makes bii|mfheasy by vohmtartly eieatinf it ^ ttie ob^ 
staeies whieb impede his progress. 

Tliee^ habitnal indnlgenees seem n contradiction to 
that obvkms law, that one virtne always involves «notb. 
or ; for we cannOt laboav after any grace, that of 
grayer f»r Instance^ wi^iont resisting whatever is oppo'- 
slte to it. If tlien w« lament, that it is so hard lo serve 
"God) let ns not by onrcoodnetfarniBk arguments against 
onrselves ^ for,asif tile difficnlty were not great enoogh 
initself, weare coMtinifally heaping u)> moaotains in onr 
way, by indulging in such pursnits and passions, as make 
a. small labour an insarmomilabie one. 

But we may of^en judge better of oar state by the ro* 
wilt, thau by the net of prayer; <lar if^tj defirata^ oiw 
t;o!dne«s,deadue$9j wanderings, may leave more oontri* 
tion on the 9en), than the- ha'ppiest torn of thonght. The 
tbding of onr waiits/ tito eonf<tt0lofi of oat tins, tho a9« 
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Icttowlec^ementof oar depencktnce^tlie T«fiiiiiei«tio»'of 
evrselves, the siipplicfttioi} fur mercy, the applicfttioB to 
" thefotmtain of^ened f>rii|ii,*' the corcKat entreaty for 
the aid of the S|nrit, the relinqaisfasieat of our own mUl, 
resolotions of better obedience, petUlons ffaat these re* 
sotutiom may be directed and sainetified^ these are the 
snbiects in which the siippKcaflrt Bhonld be «figiiged^ by 
which h» thoaghU should be abiorbed. Can ISb^ b^ so 
absorbed, if many of the intervening jhoitrs are passed in 
pursuits ot a totally different compiexion ? pnjcsnits ivhich 
raise the passiona which we are seeking to ailay ? Witt 
the cherished vanities go atonr biddi^? Wiiltbe re* 
qnired dispositions cone at oar calling ? Do we 6hd ^onr 
tempers so obedieodty oar passiona so obsequious id the 
other concerns of life F If no t, wtmt reason bave we to 
expect their obsequiousness in this grand concern. We 
sboald therefore endeavonr to tie&ve as we pray, to 
think as we pray, to feel as we pray, and t« aet as we pray. 
Prayer mast not be a solitary, independentiexeieiBe ; bat 
an eicertase interwoven with many, wnA inseparably c«v- 
nected with that golden chain af Christian duties, of 
which, 4*lien so oonnecDed, It forms one of the most im- 
portant links. .-. ' 

Business however must have its period as well as do^ 
votlon. We were sent into this wprid to act as well as 
to p>ay, active duties most be performed as i^ell as;ie- 
Tout exercises. Even relaxation must have its interval ; 
only let us be careful tliatthe indulgence of the one do^ 
not destroy the effect of the other, that our pleasures do 
not encroach on the time or deaden the spirit of^our de- 
votions, let us be eareful tliat our cares, occupations, and 
amusem^ts may be always such Hiat we may pot hi 
afraid toimpioi-e the divine blessiug on them ; this is the 
criterion of their safety and of our duty. Let us en- 
deavour that in each, in aU, otie continual^ grow*- 
ing sentiment and feeling of loving, serving, and pleas- 
ing dod, maintain its predominant atation in the 
heart. 

An additional reason why w« should live in the perr 
petnal use of prayer^ seems to be, timt our blessed Re- 
deemer aflter having given both the example and the com- 
mand, while on earth, condescends still to be our unceaa» 
ingintjDrcessoirin Heaven. Can- we ever^fpilliji^tion- 
ing for oarselves, Wihen we bel|ave that ha i 
interceding for us? ^ 
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. If ve tm 00 ilnbaMf mwmto^iM Htllfl fteaMive in 
HiU boly eolereiie^ tfantliovev^r is 80 ftr frttn being afen* 
MB^MrifinMitiiniiiigit, tint it idfordi the Btimige^t ar- 
^meat^fiNr pe9teve««iMe» ThfttwiucbfrMstiintafoniiy 
will bccMw a piroiraro ; thai trbich was a bontett will 
become a inrivilBfe ; that which we Impoae npoa onmelvea 
as. a. aiediciatty.wiH hcoome neeeiaaiy as an attintiit, nnd 
^kflicabieasagratiieltioii. That wtucfais^aswaheit ami 
«9ip«iiictal, will bec«De copioas and soHil. The ctiariot 
Wheel is warned by its «wanaoti«w. Use wiHaiahe that 
ca^ which was at Ikst ipniniiiL That which is onee be* 
come easy will sooo be rendered ftfteasant Instead of 
ccpiainsat the|MrfiMmnace» w* shall be nnbappy at the 
gnission. Wkem a nMO raoorering Iron. sickness at* 
tempts to walk, bedoes not diseontinne theeaercne be* 
cavsebe^Mishinself weafcfflOr even becan^te the efibri 
is painful. He rather rcdonbles his eaertion* It is ftom 
bis penevennce that he lonfcsfer steength. Aaaddt.- 
tianl ton everyday dininiabes bis fepa|g nf i n>e » aag^ 
■Minf a his viganv, ia^roves his spirits* That eibrt whi^ 
wassnbaHtM t» because it wassafaitary^is eontinned 
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THE iOVE OF GOJb. 

Our love.to God aris^ oat of want God's love to ^i' 
ant of fnlness. Onr indigence draws ns to that power 
w^h can relieyeyan^ to that goodness which can b)e«s u^ 
His overflowing love delights to make us partakers of the 
bounties he gracionsly inpartf, not only in thc' gi<lts of hia 
providence, but in the ■ nclier comniatiications of his 
grace. We can only be said to love God, when we en* 
dwvQur togWritybim^when we desire a participation 
of his nature, when, wf sindy to imitate hi« perfections* 
. We are sometimes inclioed to suspect the love of God 
to vs. We are too little suspicions of onr want of love i^ 
him< Yet if we examine the case by evidence, $» we 
tfuMdd eiuwiine any common qqestiooi what real inst<M^ 



catt weprodnce of oiirl»ve to bfimi* WInt inaj^* 
'instance can we not ppodnee of his lore to nsrf .ff fli«- 
ct, fotigetfalaessy ingmiatitde, di«ob«EKciiee,teoMiiRs 
>nr aiibetions, deadiMss jn eifr doty; 4>e evktencM o^ 
* loYe to bhtt, snch endenees, but siieb oaty, weciici 
induitly allege. If life and «H tlser eoofltieas .c&«a« 
ue of mercies that makes life pleasaot, be^ooik of bit 
e to IIS, these" he ba»|>iven nsinlwiidj-^ifUfeetefw^- 
blessedn^s 'tbat knows no measure smd no end, b» 
K>f^ 6f love, these he has given tw hi piiMnise<«to tbe chfiiP 
) we had atoost teid, he his given them in posaessioia' 
it must be an irksome* thing to serve a maMor^ whoai 
do not love; a master wImmo we are compelled to 
?y, though we think his reqoisitions bard, and ins eom^ 
nds onrea«oiiable ; under whose eye^we know that we 
itinnally live, thongh his presence is not only onde^ 
Ufal but formidable. 

ffow eveiy Gbristias must obejr Ood, whetfaerlie love 

I or not; he must aet always in- hlsMght, whetbo^hs 

i^t in him or not ; and to a beartof any feeling, to- m 

rit of any HberAKty, nothing is so grating. a» eonstraiiit 

ibedience^. To love God, to serve him becanse welofii 

1, is therefore no less our highest happiness, than mim 

itbouudendnt^. Love makes all labour light. Weierve 

) alacrity, where we love with cordiality. 

Hiere the heart is devoted to an object, v^ reqnire 

to be perpetually reminded of por obligations to obey 

; they present tbeniselves spontaneously, we fulfil 

n readily, I had almost said, involantartly ; we think 

to muctr of th«r krvice as of the object The prttid* 

rhich suggests the work inspires the pleasure ; to no* ' 

t it^ would 1>e an injury to our leelings. 'Ilie pftr^ 

ance is the gratification. The omissidn is not mote 

n to the conscipnce, than a wound to the aii^ctioMi 

implaintation of this vital root perpetnates vif fnooi 

icv, and secures internal peace. 

OQ^ we caimot be always tMbftking of €iod, we may 

ivays employed In his service.* There ranst be inter- 

»f pur communion with him, bat there must lie^tw 

oission of our attachment to him. The tender fkMv 

sboursfor his children, does not always emidoy his- 

hts about ttiem; he-cafinot be always eo&vercinf^ 

hem, or coBcenftng them, yet be »i always engaged 

imoting- their interests. HiialBecttott fyt tmmi kf 

roven principle, of which he gives the most tt»ei|m< 



vtt^^rt^iieikw^ by IbejMdwHiBnesftoI'lifSi application in 

* -^ Thua 9Wt love ike Lord thy God with alt tliy heart,'' 
^ Ibe-iniinary law of our i^ligioo. Yet how apt are we 
to eowpteHi tltat we easmoti lave God, tltat we cannot 
BVtiiCaiB ft4ev«ul totercottive with Jiiin. But wmilfd God, 
wbo.i»ftlljiislice, have cMDnaoded tb^t of which he 
IpBAirwe >were iaca|(abiiet? Would he who » aU mercy 
havetmademiveteivalhappiBet&t^depaod on sopnethiog 
which be knew wa» out ofo«ir.pow£c to^perfonn, caprici- 
QKAhr diMtiMlilyini^ ii» for the daty he had. pre^rihed ? 
Woiikl be have given the exhortation, and withheld tite 
4P^Meilyr:Tlus' woaid heto tktaigie omuisclenee with 
fi^,a«d JN)§ntte^909dBewwiih«injiistice---i)o, when he 
made dtt^: and happiness- iosepariible, he neither made 
onr dnty loipmctiGable, ni^r cflichappioe8s onattainable. 
But we are continnally flying to false refuges, cHnginiB; 
V^^idfle holds, lestiiig OB^se tttpports: qb they are nn- 
,qi«rtaia they disappoint nsyaatb^ are weak .they fail 
ns; bit( aaUmyiU'eqiHi^oiu, when one fails, another 
pf«i9«t» itself. Tin they »lip from nndcr us, we never 
sofpeei how nmefa.vre rested4ipon them. Life^ glides 
awaytin a peipetiial sneeeasion ot these^ &Ue dependen- 
cies and suecevive pmatiooff* 

There is, as ws^haive elsewhere observed, a striking an* 
ahvy beliaeeiktiMt aataraland sporitaal life, the weakness 
aodhelpkjssiieas.ef the Christian resemhle ttiose of the 
infant > ueithei^of them becomes stroi^, vigorous, and 
fUU grown at once, but througha long and olten painfiil 
canraei. 7his keeps i\^ a sense of dependence, and ac- 
enstems us to^lean eps the hand which. fosters ns. There 
is ill^J»oth eoaaithins, an imp^reeptible chain of depend* 
lag events, by which we are carried, on insensibly to ^be. 
ypsaorofmajtirity. The oparatio& which, is not always 
o|MW>iiS> is always, pregrfsatvei > By attempting to walk 
alone, we discover our weakness, the experience of that 
weakness humbles iis, and every fidl drives us back to 
the siistming hand^ whose assistance we vainly flattered 
ourselves. we no longer needed. 

In some halcyon moments . we ace willing, to persuade 
eunelves that Kel^^oslias made anentire conqnest over 
onr heart ; that we have reaonnoed the dominion of the 
world, have conqoer^ our attachmeint to earthly things. 
We flatter ouraeiyestbat nothing can now again obstruct 
our entire sutimission. But we know not what spirit we. 
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iiess of the passioiu ; when oar path is smooth, oar pro^ 
pectsmibng, danger distant, temptattonabsoaty when we 
have many comforts and no triate^ Sadd^nlyy some loss, 
some disappointment, some privation tears off tlir miislu 
reveals as to oursehres. . We at once discover that thong^ 
the stm^ier fibres and leaser toots vrhich fasten as down 
to earth n»y have been loiraenect bf pveeedmg' storms^' 
yet our snbstantiai hold on earth is not shaken, the ta|^ 
root is not cut, we are yet ftkst rooted to the soil, and' 
still stronger tiempests mhst he s^nt to mak^ ns let go 
oiirb<dd.' • 

It mt^ be nselal to cnltivate the habit of stdtolg oat 
otm case as strongly to ourselves as if it were the case of 
auother -, to express in so many words, thongtits wttieix 
are not apt to assnme any speei^c or patpnble form ; 
thoughts which we avoid shaping tnlse fansgoage, but slur 
over^ generatice, soften, and 4a owvf. How indignant,' 
f^r instance, should we feek(tboagb we ourscWfls make 
the cotuplaiat) to be toM by othmi, that we do not lovij 
our maker and preservev. -Bat let « putl^ queatioii 
fiiiilyt9 ourselves. Do we really lave himi Bn we love 
liim with a supreme, nay, ev^n with an e<|ttal affsetiottf 
Is there no friend, no child, 'ua repntatien, no pleasure, 
no society, no poslNsssion which we do not prefer to him r 
It is eesy to a&m in a general way that there is tiot. 
But let as portieidarice, indivldnaliae the qi»stioii^brin|^ 
it home to our own hearts in some aetnal insfaiipc, lit 
soma tangible shape, liet nseomnmne with ear owM 
ooosaieaces, with our own ieelings^ witb dar own expcri^ 
c«ee; let as qaestien poinledly, and answer honestly. 
Let as net be more ashamed to daleet the faalt, diao to 
have liecn guilty of it. 

miis then wiU cenanioaly be the rasolt% Let tiie fHead, 
child, fnpotation, possession, pleadire be endaagared^ bn€ 
especially let it be taken away by some stroke of Prnvl*- 
denoa. The acales ftii fkom oar eyes; we see, we fbel^ 
«aaekno«viedge, with brofceonesaof heart, hot only fbr 
our loss but for our sin, that thoogh we did love God, yet 
wd loved hhn nsit snperiativeiy, and that vfe loved ikt 
biessiHigy thfaatenM or resnttttd, atitt more. Sot this is 
one of thttOBsaaia which the goodnesB of 6bd bringethos 
to repentance. By the opemtion of his gtaiiee the r^^- 
samptioa of the gift brings back the heart to the giver. 

■eAlmij^ty by his spirit takes possession of the Tehz* 
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pie from which the idol i« driven pot: God i» re-iesUi- 
ted io iiis rigbts, and becomes the aupreme and undispu- 
ted lioni of oar reverential affection. 

There «re three requisites to our proper enjoyment of 
every eaftbty blessing which, God bestows ou us--<A 
^ankfoi reflection on the goodness of the giver, % deep 
SQise of the unwortbiness of the. receiver, and a sober 
recollection of the precarious tenure by which- we ho^ it. 
the first would make nsgmteful, the second humble^ the 
last moderate. 

But how seldom do we receive his ^votirs io this Spir- 
it I As if religious gratitude were to be confined to the 
appoioked days of public thanksgiviiiig, how. rarely^ in 
eommon society do we hear any. recognition of Omnipo- 
tence even on those strikingand heart-r<^€ingoccaston«, 
when.^ withhisowp right hand) and with his glorious arm 
He has gotten. hiQ)Celftiie. victory l" Let us nevev detract 
from tlie meritof our valiant leaders, but rather honour 
them the more for tbU manifestation of divine, power in 
their favour ; |>iit let us never lose sight of Hm *' «vho 
teacfaeth their iaands to war, and their fingers to fight." 
Ixt us never forget th^t ^ He is the Rock, that his work 
is perteirt, and ail his ways are judgment/' 

How many seem to siiew not only their want of affiance 
in God, but.tiiat <' he is not in all t£»Jr thoughtSj" by 
their appearing to leave him eutirely out oi' their con* 
oema^ by -prcjiecting their aifairs without any reference to 
him, by setting, out oa thesro<^ of their own unassisted 
wisdom, contiiviag and acting independently of God ; es* 
pec ting prosperity iu the event, without seeking his dirte- 
tion in the outset,^, and taking to tliemsi^ves the wh«i« 
honour of the success without .any recognition of hia 
hand ! do they not thus virtually imitate what Sophodet 
naakej his blustering JVtheist* boast. *' Let other men 
expect to conquer wiffj^the assistance ,of the gods, I in- 
lend to gain honour without them." 

The Christian will rather r^oice to ai^pribe tiie glory of 
bis prosperity to the same hand to whieh our own maolgr 
queen glad lyasdibed her signal victory. When after the 
defeat of the Armada, impiously termed, iii vincible,: her 
enemies, in order to lower the value of het* agency, alle« 
ged that the victory wa» not owing to her, but to Cvod 
who bad latsed tlie storm, she heroically decUred that the 

^* , ■ Digitized by Google 



t* rue L&vEoe eotK 

visible ii|terf«reBe« of God ia her favour, was that fwrt 
of Ihe success from. which she dertved tl^e truest konoar* 

Incidents aiicl ocoftsiess everjr day arise, which not i(|k 
ly call oil us to tmst m God^ bol; ydMch funiish «» witli 
suitable occasions of vindieatiag, if I may presame t^ qm 
the e;H)re8sioD, the character and ooadiwt of tlie Ahuigli. 
ty in the f^ovemnieiit of huaam ai^rs; yet there is 09 
duty which we pei:fbrin with lew alacrity. Straii|^, that 
we should treat the Lord xif heavsnaad eartii with ie^ 
confidence than we exercise towards each other I Thafr 
we should vindicate the honotir of a common aeqaaintp. 
ance with more seal than that of our insulted mA%F aod^ 
pveservcrl . r 

If we hear a friend accused of ai^ act of injnetice^ 
^ though weoannot bring any fmsitive |»roof why he should 
« ' be acquitted of this soecilic charge, yet we resent tba ift- 
jury oiSered to his character ; we clear him of the indii 
vidual tdlegation on the ground of his general conduitt^ 
laferriug that from the numerous instanCfw we can pro* 
dttce of bis rectitude on ether occasions, he cannot be 
guilty of the alleged ii^iustice. We reason Ironl anahigy^ 
and in. general we reason ^rly. 9ut when we presnm#. 
to judge of tlie Most High, instead of vindieatmg his rec* 
titnde on the same groimds^uuder a providenj(ie seeming- 
Ij severe ; instead of reverting, a« in thci^iMC! of out . 
lriend,to the thousand instances we ha^'for^eriy tasted 
of his kindness, instead of givtqg-God the s^e credit we 
give to his erring creature, and infenittg irom hts past 
goodness, that the present inexplicable dispensation must 
be consistent, though we cannot exphun how, wiUi bis 
general character, we motineiisiy accuse, him of iuconsis. 
tency, nay of injustice. We admit virtually the most 
uionstnans anomaly in the character of the perfect Cvod. 

But what a clue has Revelatio^furaished to tiie intri- 
cate labynoth which seems to iui^ve tlie conduct which 
we impiously question ! It nnrols the volmne of divine 
Provideuce, lays open the mysterious Map of iuffi^e 
wisdom, throws a bright light on the darkest dispcnsftrv 
tions, viudicates tfieinequality of appearances, ami points 
to tliat blessed region, vvheve to all. who have truly loved 
and served God, every apparent wreng sliali be proved to 
liave b«en unimpeachably right, every afilietioa ft4iiercy^ 
and the severest trials the cl]^tcest blessings. 
^ So blindhas ott madeus, tint the glory of God ia coa- 
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^uMt^amus, by the «ery m^aiis vhfeh, coidd nr^ dis^ 
«eiii aiiglit, wonid display it Tkat train •i' second can* 
aat^ wbieb be has so ntittrveUOosly dis|ioaed, obstmcts Our 
view of himsetf. We are so filled with woader at the im- 
niediAte effect^ that our short sight penetrates not to the 
first caose. To see hian as he is, is reserved to be the 
happiniass of a better world. Wesball then indeed ^ ad* 
mire him hi bis Saints^ and in all tbem that believe v" we 
alMR tee how peeessary it was for those whose bliss is 
torn so perfect, to have been poor, and despised, and op-* 
pressed, WetliaH see why the *' ungedly were in socb 
prtipeHty.'' tiOt i» give Ood credit here for what vre 
ahali Ihfeb folly know ; let us adore now, what we stall 
widerstand bereaflen 

They who take up Religion on a false groand will ne^ 
Hf adhere to it If they adopt it Merely for tite peae« 
aiftd pleasantaesa it brings, they will desert it, as seen atf 
«bey find their aAerenee to it wiU bring them into diM- 
mAijf distress^ ^ discredit XtseMom answers therefore 
1« attdrnpf making proselytes by hanging out false co« 
Iowa. Tb* Christian ^ endures as seeing hira who is in* 
visible;" He who a^ipts religion, for the sake of imme^ 
tete e«goymMt, iHU'not ^ a virtoous ectioo thai is dis^ 
iqp«elible to-himself ; nor resist a temptation that is alhr« 
nag, pfetaaf tsl^jj^te being bis motive. ' Tbereisno sure 
bttsifttbr vifttwbttt the love of God uei Christ Jesus, and 
tte bright reversion for iHueh that love is pledged. 
Withottt Ibts^ as sOon as the^ttas of pie^ become roogh 
ttfct thorny, wesbatt stray iatft pleasanter iMstures. 
. RefigloB however ha)» her own pecvKar advantages. 
In^the iraAsactiiNtof aH wothUy aClairs, there are many 
«m| gkeat diffienlties. TheiTe may be several ways on t of 
wfakrh to cbtise. MenI of the first understaiBdiAg are not 
aiwifys certain Svhieh (Miese ways n the best Persons 
of tbe deepest penetrafltthre ftiU of dOnbt and perplexi. 
ty ; their minds lire cindedd^Abow to aet, leit wbiletiiey 
pOrsiie one r^d, they may be liegfectmg another, which 
toA^ better have condueted them to their proposed end. 

In religion the cese i» different, and, ha thisrespect, ea<< 
sy. As a elvistian can have but one object in view, he H 
also certain there'iil but one way ef attaining it. Wber# 
there wt but one cad|*it prevents hll pesftibility of chasing 
wrong ; wl»re there is but one road^ it takes away alt 
perpfe^ity as to the eottne of pursuit Tttalwe so oftett 
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waActef* wictoof tlie mark, w not from any want of plain* 
Bess iirtifepath^ bat from the peryerseness of oair wiH in 
not cbosing it; from the indoience of our minds in not . 
following it up. 

.In oar attachmeats to earthly tfaiags even the most in- 
nocent, there is always adanger of excess, bat Irom tlita 
danger we are here perfectly exempt, for there is no pos^ 
fiibilky ofjexceu in^oar love to that Being who has de* 
manded the ivkoU lUari. This peremptury reqaiibitioti' 
eots off all debate. Had God reqoired only a portion, 
even were it a laKge portion, we might be piizcledio setru 
tling the qaautaoi. We miglit be ptotttng how iaq^ « 
part we wight venture to keep back withoot abtfolately 
forfeiting our sai'ety ; we might be haggling lor dednc*. 
ttons, bargaining for abatements, andbe perpetually com-^ 
promising with our Maker. Bat the injunction is entire, 
the command is definite, the portion is qneqnivo^L 
Thoagh it is so compreised in the expression, yet it is so 
expansive and ample in tlie measure; it is so distinct a 
daim, so imperative a requisition of aU the flicolties of 
the mind and strength ; all the affectioiis of the heart and 
sool; that there is not the least opening 1^1 for Mtiga* 
tion; no place for any thing but atoc^teanreaerved 
compliance. 

£very thing whreh relates to God is infinite. We mast 
therefore, while we* keep our hearts hamfoie .keep ana 
aims, high. . Onr highest services indeed are but ihite^ 
imperfect. Bnt as God i» onliaMted- in goodneasy he. 
should have oar unlimited love. The best we can ofiep 
is pootv bat let as not withhold that hest - He dc^rvts. 
incomparably more than we have to give. Let aa no^ 
give him less than all. If he has ennobled eac.cerniptJ 
nature with apiritaal aifeetlons, htk as not refvsa. thaia.^ 
noblest aspirations, to thair aoj^t Oliject. Let him not : 
beheld 08 so prodigaHy iavisbl^oor aifeotiona.oa the 
meanest of .bis J>oautieSy.as to have nothiag lelt for hira* 
self. As theatandatd of eveiy thmg in rebgioD is high, 
let ns endeavour to^aet in it with tjbe highest intentieai of., 
mind, with th» targtet aae of oor ^umlties. Let ua obey 
him with them08tioteuBelevr^adore>bim with the most; 
^vent gvatitiide* Let us <«* pcaise him ^according to faia. 
excellent greatness*^ Let ns serv^ him with all the 
strength of onrcapadty, witli ail the dtvt^ton.aC. 
oor will. ' • 'ponalp 
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'Qrace hmaf « n^w i^ftaoiple addai to Cfur mitvfftt 
powers a» it cuteraiiBcs Hie deores to a bidief ofc^i^ m* 
it adds vigiMir to tboir ietivtfy* We slwli ftett prove it$ 
domuiimi over us by desiring to exert oiir$eI?e» in tbe 
cftiise^'tieaven widi the aame energy with whieli we 
onee exerted ourwlve* in the cause of tie world. Tbe 
wetld was too liMle to ill our whole capacity. Scaliger' 
laaMBled how much was lost becaase so fine a poet as- 
C3aadiaiitin bis choice of a subject, wanted matter wor« 
tbyoft^tateats; bat it is the felicity of the Christhinte 
fasite ohosen a theme to which all the power* of his heart 
iidaf his anderstandiag will be fonnd madeqaate. It is 
th^ ghirjr of raiigioB to tuppiy an object wortiy of the 6»j 
tire tsoDsecratioa of every p^wer, facalty and affectioa of 
an i«(Wi«riaH immortal being* 



♦ CHAP.Vm. 

Taa HABQ OF coo TO BE ACKNOWtBDGED IN T^E 
J>A]LLT C|I^COHSTANCES OF LIFE. 

If wa woo)d indeed love Oodf let iis ^ acquaint ear- 
selves with him." The word of inspitation has assare^ 
us that there is no other way to ** be at peace.*' As we 
caODOtlove an onfcnowa God, so neither can we know 
him^orxven approach toward thathnowledge, bat on the 
terma whii^ he himself holds out to as 3 neither wiU he 
sive OS bat in the method whicb he has himself prescri- 
bed. H»& very perfections, 4h4 jast ol^ects of our adora- 
tion^ all atand m the way of creatures ao gailty . Hisjos- 
tkeis the flamiaff swob) which excbides va firomthe 
l^aradise wa have focleitld. His parity is so opposed to 
mur corrnptioas, his omnipotence to oar inmmity, h^ 
wisdom to oar folly, thatvhad we not to plead the great 
propithOioa, thoae very attributes which are now oqr 
tnt^ w<^ be our terror. The most opposite images 
of haa^ coD4;eptiM>nv ^ widest extremes of boroan 
iai^migf^ aro 08^ for the purpose of shewing what 6o4 
is to sis, in our natnral state, and what he is under the 
Ghristiaa dispensation. The " contiuuing i&re" h Uwi- 
formed into ettsential love. d g t zed by Google 
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But as we cannot find tfot tlr^ Afniisbfy 4o perf^dtibn,' 
80 we caimot love biin with that pme flaoie, wliich -aaafi- 
mates glorified spirits. Bat there- tft a prfftimitiary ac- 
qnatotaiice with hihs, an initial love of him, for which be 
has fariiislied os with means by his worts, by his word, 
and by his iSpirit. Even in this weak and barren soil 
some germs vrill shoot, somebI08v>m$ will open, of that 
<iel<»tial plant, wlitch, watered by the dews of heaven, 
and ripened by the Sun of Rightebnsneti, wilt, in a more 
geinial clime, expand into the iiilneto of perfection, and 
bear immortal froits in the paradise of Ood. 

A person of a cold phlegmatic temper, who laments that 
be wants that fervonrin his love of the«npreme'*Being, 
which is apparent in more ardent characters, may take 
comfort, if he find the «anie indifference respecting bis , 
worldly attachments. Bnt if his affections are intense 
towards the perisbabie things of earth, while they are 
dead to snch as are spiritual, it does not prove tiiat he is 
destitute of passions, -but only that they are not directed 
to the proper object' If however he love Gdd with that • 
measure of feeling with which God has endowed him, be 
Vvill not be punished or rewarded, because the stock is 
greater or smaller than that 6f some othci* of his fellow 
creatures. 

Ita those intervals when bur sense of divine things is 
weak and low, we must not give way to distrnst, but 
warm our hearts with the recollection of our best mo- 
ments. Our motives to love and gratitude are not now 
'diininished, but our spiritual frame i^ lower, our natural 
spirits are weaker. Where there is languor thei^ viH 
be discouragements. But we must not desist. *• Faint 
*yet pursuing" must be the Christian's motto. 

There is more merit, (if ever we dare apply so arro- 
gant a Vrord to onr worthless Ports') hi persevering an- 
der depression and discomfort, than m the happiest flow 
of devotion, when the tide of health and spirits runs bi^* 
Where there is less gratification there is more disiiiter- 
esteduess. We ought to consider it as a cheering evi- 
dence, that our love may be equally pure tboagh it ii 
not equally fervent, when we persist in serviiref our hea- 
venly father with the same constancy, thon^ it may 
please him to wiHidraw from us the same consolations' 
Perseveranee may bring us to the very dispositions the 
absence of whicb we are lamenting-*'* O tarrv thou the 
IJsrd'k leisare, be strong and he shall comlbrt thy heart" 



^'We%teUto ready to imftffiiie that we are religions be- 
oiutte -we know something of retigiou. We appcopriate to 
onrselves tiie pious sentimeBts we nead, and we talk as 
if the tboDgiits of other men's beads were reaUy the feel- 
ings of oar own hearts. Bui piety has not its seat in tlie 
meniory, but in the a^ctionS| for whicb however the 
neesory is an exeeUent porveyor, though a bad subsli- 
Uite# Instead- of an ondcie elation of heart when we pe- 
^ vase some of the Psalmist's beantifal effusions, we%8bould 
feel a deep sel^abasement at the reflection^ thattiowev- 
er ovnr case may sometimes resemble his, yet how inap>- 
plicablar to oilr hearts are the ardent expressions of his 
vepefttaaee, the overflowing of his gratitude, the depth 
of bis submission^ the entireneiis of his self-dedication, 
the fervor of his love. But iie who indeed can once say 
with biip; "Thou art my portion," wiil, Kke him, sur- 
render liimseif anreservedly to his service. 

It is important that we never suiferlour faith, any more 
^hao our love, to be depressed or elevated, by- mistaking 
for its Own operatioM, the camblings of a busy imagina- 
tioB. The stea<i^ principle of Faith must not look tor 
ita rhatacter, to tlie vagaries of a mutable and fantastic 
Fancy-^JLc/ylle tfe la MiUtm,' as she has been well de« 
nominated. Faith which has once flked her foot on tlie 
laimotlhle ro«k of ages, fastened hef . flnaa eye on the 
'erQs», and stretched out her triumphant hand to seise 
the promised crowi^ wHl not suffer her stability to de« 
. pend on thiffever^shiftinf fliciiUy ; she will not be driven 
t^despair by the blackest shades of its pencil, nor be be- 
trayed into a careless security, by itsmost flattering and 
i^vid colours. 

One cause of theflnctnaiioas of our faith is, that we 
are too ready to judge the Almighty by our own low 
atandard. 'We^d^e blin not by Ms own declarations of 
what he is, and what he will do, bat by our own Heelings 
and pi^otiiseft. We ourselves^are too little disposed to 
^give those who have ofl^oded as. We. therefore con- 
clude tlial God dannot pardon our ofiences. We suspect 
bini to be implacable, because we are apt • to be so, and 
we 4upe unwilling to believe that he can pass by ii^nries, 
^^eaus^ we And it so hard to do it. Wben we 4o for- 
give, it is gradgingly and supeij^ciaUy ; we therefore hn- 
i'tt that God eanadt forgive freely and fhity. We make 
a bypoeriti^i dialinetioB between forgiving and forget-* 
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tisg k(^itfk§. CM clMfi ftway the ieore niriiea lie gvlMilt 
the pardos* He does not only ««y, ^ tby aiiis mad ikj 
imqnities will I fvtps^^'* tmt ^ I will remember iw 
mare." 

We eiBedisposeil to urge Ike emeVnefle of our ofieiiMe, 
as»plfia lor tbeir lorgiTeneio; wbereee CM, to e&hibit 
tlie boeiidlesHMM of bis own merey, het teugbt us t» ttl- 
lege e plea directly contrary, '' liord, pardon my ini^i- 

2> for it is iTMtf." To natatal reaum this aifuaMBt of - 
avid is most extraofdimnr. Sat wliite ke l^sit tlmt 
tbe grealaess of bis own iaM)iiity left faim oe Msoaice^ 
btttlB tftemerey ef Godyhe fel( tbat God's mercy wnm 
greater e?eo timti bis own stn. What a largei wbM » 
magaifieent ideadMs it gire us of tbe divase power aiMl 
goodness that the belieYer, Instead of pleading tbe sttiali* 
oess of his own ofienees as » motive for pardon, pleads 
only theabnndaoeeof tite diiriiie eemuHsionf 

Weaie teid ttet it is the dvty of the.Christiaa to 
'< seek God;* We assent to the troth of the propositi^ii. 
Yet it wonldbe less irksome to cemipt nature, in pmr* 
salt of this knowledge, t» go apHerimagi to distant laade^ 
than to SMk him within oar own bearls. C^r own heart 
is the tmeferra taM^atle i a iaftd more Asreiga and mt- 
knowntottsythmi therMo^i ^ Ae pelir eirelei Y«l 
mt heart Ia the »toce,ni whieban acqnwiatawee with 
Oodmnsthesoaghl ItisihetvwemMitwoiAiplnmy if 
tee wenid worship him In spint and in tmth. 

Bat, alas ! the heart is not the home of a worldly man| 
it is scarcely the home of a Ghristian. If hasipMs and 
pleasnre are the natiinl element of the generality ; n 
dreai^ vacuity, sloth, and insensibility, too oAea itorse 
than both, diiiliCiine) disfnalily tod mstty ' Christiana for 



thepmsait. 
I have obi 



observed^ and I Hnnk I have heaid othera ob- 



serve, that a commoo beg|^ had rather ecreen 
nnder the wad of a ehnrclr^d, if overtaken bv a shower 
of rain, thoagb Ottt ohnrcb d«>ors stand invitingiy open, 
than take shelter Within it, While divine service is per* 
forming* It is a less anDoyanee to Mm to be d r enc h e d 
with the stormy than to eiyoy the convenience of a«helter 
anda seat, if ke must enjoy them at the beavy pitee of 
listening to tbe sernton. 

While we condemn tbe beggir, tet as look into oor own 
hearts ; happy if we casoot tlierc detect somewhat of 
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ib» eanie imioiienee^ iadt^potedscss, and distaste' to sevi* 
oi»8 thio^ ! Happy, if we do not fiad^ that we preler not 
ouly •iir piearares and enjoy meuls, bnt» I imd alnoBt 
laid, onr very pains, and vexations, and inconvenieoce^ 
to cosamiimBfi; witli our Maker ! Happy^ if we iiad not 
ratber betabsorbedin ear petty carea^and little diBtnr" 
banc^y pnnrided we can contrive to make tb^em tbe 
meana of- eccapying Vur tbongtit», tiUiag up our minds^ 
and dnwiag tbem away from tiiat. devout intercourse^ 
ivbicli demandatbe liveliest exerdscof our i^tional pow* 
er% the bighest devaticm of our spiritual aff^etionai la 
it nat t» be apprehended, tfaat the dread of. being drives 
to thiy sacred ailtereoorse, is one grand cause of that ao* 
tiTit;y, and resUessaess, which sets the world in such per* 
petnal motion? 

Tbongh we are ready to eapress' a general sense of ouf 
confidence in Alnit|^ty goadness,.yet what definite naeaft* 
ing do we annea to the expression i . What m«ctieal«Ti« 
deneesbave we t6 produce, that we realty do trust bim j 
Doe* dits tmstdeiiver us from worldly anxiety? Does it 
exonerate .us froai the. same pertarj»atu>n of spirits, 
¥^dr these, endure, who make no auch profession? 
Does it letieve the mind ti-^m doubt and. distraat ?. Does 
St tmnquiUis^ tbetreubted he^,does itv^nlateitB difrt 
orders, and compose its flncEuations I- Does it sooth us 
under vritaiioai Dvies it support us unqer triala? Does 
it forti^ lis against tenqptattons? lioesit lead us to re* 
pose a f uUoanfidenee in that Being w.^om we pir9fess. to 
ttnst ? Does it produce In us '* that work «f righteooa- 
ness which iapeace," that effect of righteousness, wiiicii 
is '^q wetness and assurance forever?*' Do we commit 
eurseivea and cnr coacems to Q^d in word> or in reality ? 
Does this implicit reliance simplify our desires ? Does it 
induce OS to^eredit the testimony of his word and the 
ptonuses of his Gospel ? po we not ef^a entertain soma 
seeret su^eiena ^ his.fdithfHlnes» and truth .ia -ooc 
hearts, when we persuade others and try to pe«snad§ oar^ 
selves that we unreservedly trust bin* ? 

In tbepreoeedtog diapter we endeavoured to ilhistrate 
our w^iitof \»v^ to «God by our not being as forward to 
viadtca^f the divine conduct as to justify tiiat of an ac* 
4)aaintanee. The same illustration may express our re- 
loctanee to Imal in God. « If a tried Inend engage to do 
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w t kMatm^ Adofli he dteiy aot tfitok it oetewalry t2r 
MplHitt the {wnieiilal' flBamier ior whictrhe iaUmis t6 d» 
It, we repo«e on hi^ werA AsMired of the re^lt^ we are 
weitlMr W)r iiN|iiis»tive fl^ftout tie mede nor tlie detail. 
Bat do we treat qnr Almtgiiiy ftieiid wiA ^ sane libe> 
Ml eouR^e^ne ? 4re we not marainrk% taeeame ire can^ 
mt leeiriitke^roeeMof bis iidminisfntlenyiuidfoUowhH 
fltovementsstep by step f Do we Wlot the devefopeioent 
of Mtf frfaii, in fnll as^nmnee fkat the issoe will W uiti* 
naMy good ? Do we trast that be is as abtindan<ly wili 
Ukg as able, fe do mere for na than we cab ask or fbinlt^ 
if by our sastaeions we do not offend hmi, if by odr infl* 
deliiy ire d» notprovoke faini f !n short, d« we not tHink 
enn|ei«e»«tterly imdone, when we have only b«t ¥tofu 
dence to trust to? 

We tfivpefbapis rendf enengb to aeknowMgie^^ Odtf in 
o«f menstei, nay, we ednfesS him in the o^nary ^i$oy^ 
swntf «f 'Mfe^ I» some of these eomnon meroiesv arhl 
h brigllt'dfllyya refiftsshtng dhower, delichlAii sccAety ^ k 
kind 6f s«9umi9e p!dii«Y% an bifanity df spirits, « sort bf 
anittial eftjoynMin^ thovabof a reined nntiire, Atzea it^ 
self wiiltoirdevotianal feelings; ai|d tbongh wtlcdsdte 
an#adot« the bdmtilfbl CHver, we do it wltl» st'Ktfferndi& 
tnre of ^el^oomiitaeency, and Of hnuMtti gMfifioatton^ 
wbiafa be pardonl dnd aceepts. 

Bat we must fo^ for bias in stienen fess animating, we 
nmst aelmowiedge faini on oeeasions less exfailira^g, t^ 
fdnslbly gratHyi^g. It is net onfy m m paottiitea tbst 
God manifests bis mteijy. Hiathreafeidn^areprdalaof 
tiie same ewnpoMslotKite love< He threatens, not t» pmd* 
bh, bnt by the warning, to snatch from tbe panlahment: 

We may a^ trace Mai^s 0f his hand ikot onit in the\ 
nwftilvisitatlonsof lifs,notoniyin the severer ckpensib- ' 
ttonsof-'fats pfovidenc^bntin ^rexntioha so tririal tftait 
we shottid heflitate to saspect that they are p»>victentiai 
appoMDtnfRits, did we not know that onr daily life ir made 
up of tmimfieriant ciremnstances ndher than of great 
events. As they are however of snffiicient importanee to 
exieivisetiie CMstian tempers and affections, we may 
tnfee the hand efoor heavenly tbtbdr in tho^e d^ Uttle 
diaappointmems, and honity vexations, which oecbr 
even in the most prosperons state, and which are irnepft- 
rable from the oondltdm of honi^ty. We nmst trac^ 
that same bensfioent hand, secretly at work loronrpi^ri- 



ficatiAAy «Bf €<|rrection,4wr w^atmjfinm hfy, m the in- 
fierlbetioQs apd disa^seableness or tbo»e wb* may be 
about lis, ia the perversenMa af tboat mritb wham we 
traiwact botviasCy and in tboaa iotCRuplioaa wbiab break 
in 0B our Ia«6uhte.ei^|(agaiiiaiit8. 

We Are|»esfaa|ift tea maeb addieted ta anr inaoeeat 
delists, or wa are too fand of oar leisBre, of our learned, 
enn of oar religtaut^ leuarv»< Bat wbike we nj it U 
good £oT us toiie ban, tbe divine vision is witfadrawDy 
and we are oa■^»eUed ta ^pame dawnl'com ibe moant; 
Orypevfaana, we da not ioiprove oar retkemeat to tbe 
paq^ofles&r whicb it was giantyi> aad to wbicb wie bad 
resoiaed .to devskeit, and oar time/ is booken in nj^ ta 
aaake jbs asaae sensible of its vahie. Or iva -feel a eani<- 
pfatcency in omr Idsnre, a {tride ia ear books ; perhaps 
we fie&l proud of the good ^ags weave idteodiog to ssq^, 
or n|<sditatkig to write, or preparuig to do. A eheek it 
necessary, yet it is given in a wa^ sSwost ia^pcrceptifoiew 
The band that gives it is unseen, is nasaspected/ yet it i^ 
the same gracious hand wbicb directs the more impor* 
tant events of life. An importanate s^ipliaationy a dis- 
i|nab%iog, though not severe indisposition, a famUy ava* 
caliou, a latter iiaportant to the writer, but «useaeonabla 
to as^ breaks in on oar pr4]jeeted privacy ; calls as to a 
sacrifice of oar inclination, to a rsauqeiatioa of oa» 
«wn wiM- Those incessant trials of temper, if well im* 
proved, may be more saiatary to the mind, than the 
mnest passai^ we had intended tn read, or the ^uh* 
limest sentiment we had fimeied weshoold write. - 

Instead then of going in seveh of gi«at aMHrtifiea* 
tions, as a ceitaui class of piaas wrilavs recomaiAnd, let 
us cheerfully bear, and diligently improve these inferior 
triiils which God pr€f»ares for as. Submisuoa to a crosa . 
which he iniiets, (o a disappointmeiit which he sends, to 
a contradictioo of our s6l&loline, which he appoint, is a 
far better exerctse, thaQ gneatpenaBceft af our own cha- 
sing. Perpetual conqoests ovec tmpatienee^ ill tempev 
aodself-wsH, indicate a better spirit thaa any setf-impos- 
ed mortificati<»iB. We may traverse oceans and scale 
meaBtaias rni uncomni^nded pilgrknages, without ^iea»» 
iog God ; we may please him wslhput any other esevtios 
then by crossing our own wtii 

l*eriiapsyonhadbeattbn6yingyoar insaginatioB with 
aome prelected peheme, not x>aly lawftd^^t ^uidable. 
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Tbedetiifii wtui ndicsBy gtod^ hot ibe «a|ip»Ml viloe OC 
yonr ctwa, agency, mu^it too mocb ioter&re^;niifht » littte 
taiot the purity of your beat intentions. ^ Tbe motivei 
were m roijced that. it. .waft deceit;. to separate tbvm: 
Sudden sickness obstructed the design. . Yon natuFatty 
lament tfaeiailtire^ not perceiving that,liowever good the 
work might be for otbers^^the sickness^ was belter for 
.yourself, kn act of charity was in .your mietitioji,, hot 
God saw thatyqur soul required .the .exercise of a mor^ 
difficult virtue; that l^imsibtyand restnaation^.that the 
patience, acquieaceme,and contrition, of a sickiifd^ 
were more necessary, for you. He accepts the medtfalK 
ed work as laras it. was designed for bis glory, Ml- he 
calls his servant to other duties, which were more sahie 
taryfor him, and of which the master was the^better 
judge. He sets aside his work, and orders him to watt; 
the more difficult part of his task. As far as your tito^ 
litre was pure, you will receive tiie reward of your nth 
performed charity, though not the gratificatioa .<of tbe 
performance. If it was not pure, you are reyued.iivin 
the danger attending a right action performed on a woi4d& 
ly pnnciple. Yoo may be the better Christian, thoi^ 
one good deed is !>nbtnictrd from your catalogue* 

By a tife of activity and usefolncss, yon bad perhapi 
attracted tlie pubbc esteem, ^n aoimai activity Imd- 
partly stimulated yoiu- exertions. The love of reputation 
begins to mix itself witli. your better, motives. Yo»d^ 
not, it is pi«sumed, act entirely, oc ehiefly^for kumnn.ap» 
plaose;. but you are too sensible to it. It is a deliciotu 
poison which begins to. infase itself into -your purest cup. 
Yon acknowledge indeed the mtbUmity or higher motives; 
but do yon never feel that, separated from this accom- 
paniment of self, they would be too abstracted, too spe- 
cnbitive, and might become too little productive both of 
activity and of sensibleigivtiiication. Yon be^n.tofeel 
tlie hnrnan inceiitive necessary, and your spiritai would 
flagif it were withdrawn. ^ 

This sensibility to praise would gradusliy.tanii^^tf 
pnrity.of your iyest aelirons. He who sees your heiMrt as 
well as your works, mercifiiUy imitcbes you frttm the p^ 
rils of pnosperi ty. .Matiee is awakened. Your most me* 
ritorious actions are ascribed .40 the most corraptnicM 
tives. Yoo aresttaeked just where your x'hamet^ i^ 
lintttTnlaenhle. Xbc.enemi€S .wbom^^^j||i$cef»miii 



44 ttp,«re'ni8ed up by Go6, less tW finiiMi Hiaii to ssTe 
fW' We «re far from meaning thvt he ean ever lie the tn* 
Hfor of evil *, he does dot excite or approve the calmmiy, 
htii he oflesyimr eahnAaiatorsai hMtrmnents of your pa* 
tijkitieit Yoor feme waa too dear to y on. It is a cost- 
ly savHfiee, hat God requires st. It must be offered up. 
YoQ wdttid gladly compound for auy, for every other of- 
Mofy b«t Ihh IS th^ offering he chnses : and while he 
gia«toiiBly eoatimies to employ yoa for hia glory, he ihas 
taaehea you to renonnce yonr own. He ien<n this trial 
aa m test, by -which you are to try yourself. He thus tit- 
atracta you not to abandon yonr GhrisHan exertions, btit 
to ekvale flie principle which inspired them, to de- 
Ikate It JTom all impure admixtures. 

By thntf stripping the most engagifi^ Employments of 
this daiigef oits delight, by tfifhsing some drops of salntary 
hfttetnesa into your sweetest draught, by some of these 
tt4a^ted but wholesome mercies, he griiciously eompelst 
Mt^rettim to hiraseif. By taking away the stays by 
lAieh we are perpetuallypropping up our frail delights, 
ttay lhl| to the ground. We are, as it were, driven back to 
Btm, wh« condescends to receive us, af^er we have tried 
every thingeisr, and after every tiling else has Isiited n^, and 
ftott^ he knows weihonld not have returned to him if 
4fc«ery thing else had ftiil failed iia. He makes us feel our 
weakoesa, that we miy have recouTse to bis strength, he 
»'us sensible of our hitherto unpereeived sins, that 
"^ lake refbge inhis everlasting compassierf. 



CHAP. IX. 

G9RI$TI^]IITY UNlVERSAt IN ITS RCauiSITIOMS. ' 

It iBHotmranml to see people get ridofjsome of tiie most - 
iwfiAinJQnetioiM,aBdemaxKupata thenselves^onisome of 
the most solemn requisitions ofScnptmoy hy«ficoting-t9 
bdieve thai they do not apply totftm. Theyconsidcvthent- 
as^belongingexdnfiively to the firstAge of the Gospel, andt 
ft» tite iadividaala to whom they were immediately tfddress>* 
«d i oooaeqficiUty the.oece9sii^ i» obBenre^esdoci^iiffl 
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extetd'to imtnum ander an eatablMied Gbristiiuiityy to 
iiereclHary Christians. 

These exccptiAiiaare particularjy applied to some of 
Ifae leadii^ doctrinesy so forcibly aqd repeatedly pressol 
in the Epistles. The reasoners endeavour to persaadjB 
themselves that it ^wasonly the Epbesians*' who were 
dead in trespasses and sins*' — that it was only the Gala^ 
tians who were eiyoined '* not to fulfil the fu9ts of thf^ 
flesh" — that it was only the Philippians who were << ene- 
mies to the Cross of C;|irist." lliey. shelter . themselves 
Hinder the comfortable assurance of a geogr^hical securi- 
ty. As they know that they are neither Ephesians, Gi- 
latians, nor Philippians^ they have of course litt)€vor np- 
tliing to do with t^e reproofs, expostnlations^ or threat^ 
entngs whic^ were originally directed to. the converts 
among those people. They console themselves with the 
belief that it wasonW these Pagans who *^ walked accor- 
ding to the course oflhis world"~-who were ** strangers 
from the covenants of promise"-?-" apd who were vd^ont 
God in the worid." ' . : ^ 

But these self-satisfied critics would do well to leam 
that not only " circnmcisioo nor iincircumsion^^bnt bap- 
tism or no baptism *' avaikth nothing" (I mean as a mere 
form) << but a new creature." An irreligious professor of 
Christianity is as much*' a stranger and foreigner, as a 
heathen ; he is no more "a fellow-citizen of the saints," 
and of the bousehold of God <* than a Colossian or Gala- 
tian was, before the Christian dispensation had reached 
them.** 

But if the persons to whom the Apostles preached had 
before their conversion^ne vices to which we are notlia* 
ble, they bad certainly difficulties afterwards from which 
we are happily exempt. There \vere indeed differences be» 
tween them aiKl us in external situations, in local circum* 
stances, references, to which we ought certainly to take 
into the account in perusing the Epistles. WeaQowthat 
they were immediately, but we do not allow that they 
were exclusively, apj^icable to then. It wotaid have 
been too limited an object for inspiration to have confined 
its instructions to any one period, when its purpose was 
the oonversM>n and instruction of the whole unborn world. 
That these converts were, miraculously ** called out of 
darkness into tlie marvellous light of the Gospel" — that 
Aey were changed from gross blrodUf ss t^ a. rapid itiur 



IN ITS KBOOISmONft. > 1^ 

fniimtiiMi— that the embracitig the new fivth e^^pesMl 
them to periectitioD, reproach and ignomiDy— that the few 
had to fl^'aggle against tiie world — ^thallawsyprmcipalkies 
pnd pdwers whicli support oilr (With opposed tiveirB*^ 
^ese are distinctioQs of wfaieih we ought not to loie 
sight : nor should we forget that not only all the disad- 
vantages lay on their side in their antecedeirt eonditioo, 
bat that alfto aH the^periority hea on ourt m that waich 
Is subsequent. 

Bat however the- condition of the external state of the 
CXinrch might difier, there can be no necessity for any 
difference in the interior state of the individuai Chris- 
tian. ''On whatever high priiioipies of devotedacss to God 
. and fore to man, they wei^ called to act, we are called to V 
act on precisely the same. If their ihith was called to ^ 
more painiiil exertions^ if their self*d<»iial' to harder sacri- 
ifices, if their renunciatioii of earthly things to severer tri- 
'. ills, let as thankfully remenHber thfo wonkl naturally be 
the case, at the nrst introdactibii of a religtoa which had 
to comfMit with the pride, prejudices and enmity of cor- 
rupt nature, invested with temporal power :—lliat the 
l^ostde party Wottld not faif t» perceive how moch tlie 
new retig^ ^posed itself to iheir cortnptionsyaiid that 
It was mtroddcing a spirit wbielt wasio dif^<A abd avow- 
edhO^ili^ytothes^iHtbftbewoiid. . 

' But! ivhUe we are deeply ^ankfiil for the dimkiiitied 
'AiScblltfes of an estabCshed faith, fetnsnever ib«^ ttiat 
Christianity allbws of no diniiimitioB in the temper, of no 
abatement in the Spirit, which constitoted a Christlaa 
in.the first ages of the Church. 

,■: Christianity is precisely the same reAigion now asit was 
when our Saviour was upon ^arth. Thespirlt of the 
world is exactly the same now as it was then. ■ And if tlte 
most eminent of the Apostles, nnder the immediate-goid- 
aoce of inspiration, were driven to lamest Aeir coiintcts 
* with IKeir own corropt ikatore, the power of temptation, 
corabtnin^^ with their natural propensities to evil, how 
call we expect that a lower fai^, a shKkened8eal,an« 
ali^ted dingetice» and an inferiorholittess will be accept- 
ed in ««? Believers thekf Were not eaHed to higher de- 
grees of purity, to a more elevated devotioa, to a deeper 
humility, to greater re<jtitnde, patience andsiacetity 
il^a they are Called to in the age in which wehve* . The 
proin&es are not limited t» the period in which they 
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mure fmi9, t&« ud o€ tbe SptiitM not coofiiied tfi Hktt^ 
1>^ wh»mit vm» firat poured out It was exitres^y de- 
iciaredy by St. Peter on ite first effusioq, to beiMromised 
notonly '< to tbegn md to their children, bul to »11 who 
were mr c% even to as many as the Lord their Gofi 
iiiould caU.'' 

If then tiie maae salvation be now offered as was <^er- 
ed at first, if it not obvious that it must be worked ont in 
the same way? And as tbe same Gospel retains tbi^ 
same aathorilsr in all ages^ so does it maiptain tb^same 
universality among .all lanks. Christianity has no by-- 
laws, no particular exemptions, no individual immunities. 
That there is no appropdate way of attaining salvation 
for a prince or a philosopher, is probably one rea^n wh^ 
greatness and wisKlom have so.often rejected it. Butji 
l[aok cannot plead its privilc^^es, genius cannot claim iU 
^tinctions. That Qbnstianity does not owe its success 
to tbe arts of rhetoric or the sopbistnr of tbe schools^ but 
that God intended by it ^ to inake foolish the wisdom of 
Ihis world,'' actually eyplaiBs ^' why the dispatersjaf thip 
^orld'* have always been its enemies* 
.. Itwoaldhave been nnworthy of tbe.ia6oiteOodto 
jbave knpartedapartial religioo. There is but one ^ gate/ 
aiul that a ^ strait" one ; but one '* way," and that a 
** narrow" one ; there ia but one sal^jtiony and thai a 
icoaaUHm one: The Crospel enjoins the. same princmles <^ 
love aad obedieiice on 9II of every condition *, ofiers tha 
aame aids ander the same exig^eies ; the same suppori^ 
under all trials; the saaoe psundon to all penitents ^ the 
same Saviour to all believers ; the same rewards to all wbp 
*^ endBceJ^^hoend." ' The temptations of one conditiwa 
«lidtba4tHala of another mi^ call for the exercise of dif- 
ferent qoalities, for the perrormaoce of different dutiefy ' 
bttt tbe same peraonal holiness is enjoined on all. Exter- 
nal acts of virtue may be promoted by some circumstan- 
ces, jwid impeded by others, but the graces of inward pi- 
ety are of universal force, are of eternal obligatiojD. 
The anivessaUty of its requisitions is one of its most distiq- 
gnisbiag cdiaractenstics. In the Pagan world it seemed 
sufficient tteit a few exalted spirits, a f<^w fine geniuses 
should soar to a vast superiority aboye the mass ; bnt it 
was never expected that the mob of Rome or Atheuf , 
should aspire to any religions sentiments or feelings m 
cofliroon with Socrates or Epictetus. I say r^l^giipnssen- 
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tfdi^&ts; beclime in matters of taste tiie i!Hstideti<Mi8 iv«re 
^tttasthkii^, for the mob of Athens were competent cri- 
tics in the dramatic art, while they were sank in the most 
^t^pid and degrading idolatry. As to those of a higher 
"^ciisEr, iirlliie nosnhject 'm science, arts, or learning was too 
4o<fy or too abstruse for their acquisition, no object in na« 
4nre was too low, no concfptton oi a depraved imagina- 
^mr "vras tOft impure ^ for tl^eir worship. Whife the civU 
^d poditicat wisdom of the Romans was carried to snch 
^perfection that their code^of laws has still a place in the 
tnosrenlightened countries, their deplorably gross snper- 
%^otas, rank them in point of religion with tfa« savages of.^ 
iAfricdi ft shows liow- little a way that reason which man- \ 
^l^t^d itsalf wkb snch unrivaHed vigour in their Poetf , 
■Orators and Historians, as to make them stiU models to 
•oursj cobld go in what related to 'religion, when these 
^ojiftfaed people in the iibjects of their worship are only on ^ 
a par with the inliabitahts of Otaheite, 
' ititimisfaes fhe most incontrovertible proof that the 
'world by wisdom ^new not God, that it was at the very 
-time, and in the very cotmtry^ in wlticb knowledge and 
Jtaste had attained thetiv utmost periection, when the 
-Pbrdi and the Academy had given laws to hiimftnintel- 
iect, that' Athciism ilrst assumed a shape, and established 
^iwlf int6 a school of Hhilosopby. It was at the moment 
-^hewtbe mental powers Were carried to the highest pitch 
'in Greece, that it was settled as an int^Hble tratli in this 
^^faHosopt^ that the setats were the higliest vuturui light of 
saairfriad. It was in tlie nio«it enlightened age of Home 
ilhat'llkii Adieisticai Philoiiophy wasti-atispkwted thither, 
tuikd that one of h^r most elegant po^ts adopted it, and 
9«ndered it popular by the bemtcbing grai^es «f his 
-'wrse, -' * , •' 

' It aeems as if the most accomplisbed nations stood in 
<^e most pressing need of the hght of revelation ; for it 
.1MUI not to the dark and'stnpid comers of the eai-lb that 
•the Apostles had their earliest missions. One of St. 
'JPaol's ^rst and noblest expositions of Christiatt Trntli 
uras made before the mo»t august deliberative assembly in 
the world, thoog^^^y tiie wa^y it does not appear that 
more ^tfaan-one tniefmber of Areopagua was converted* 
la Konie some of the. Apostle's earliest converts belong- 
ed to the Ifnperial Psihice. It was to the metropolis of 
^cultivated ItaJj-, it W4i8 to the ^* -regions of Achaiaf,*' to the 
H 2 



ii|^lettt«idlaxorknt city of CoiMit]^ io prdiemMe tD 
tiie birbtnMis countries of the uocivMizcd woiifl^* tiMi 
sone of his fifst Bpistteswereaddrfttied; 

£Veii xnlDral Mligion.-was Utile undemtooii hy Ifaiee 
who profesMil it ; it sr«s loU of ohscucHj till viemfA bf 
the ctear llgjht of the aospel. Not oniy mbmlTiri^tte 
rismaiMd to be clecriy cMprahended^bot taatos itielf 
jremasied to be oaitieii to i|s bigKest pitdiin the^omi* 
tries where revebitioo is professed/ N«teral religbn 
could not see itself 1^ its own light,. rceam emd4> «Mt 
cxtrieate itself from the lebyrinth of error es^ igiwnivee 
in wiueh fidse religion had involved the world. Gnee 
has raised natore. Revehttion has .givea a hfc to Masiniy 
and tfHight her to despise the follies and conriiptiMW 
which obsenred her brightness. If natnte is now detive»> 
ed from darknesr, it was the helping, band of j^?^ 
tioB which raised her from theriibnish >in which ahe^hQp 
bnried. 

Christhuiity has not only giveft oa right conceptions 
of .Gody of his h<dine0s, of the way in vt^sk be witt be 
wonhtpped : it has not only given »&. principles. to prc- 
asotB 
bnti 
rogatesi 

tliose principles of examining and jadging, bf wfach we 
are enabled to determine on the abmrdity of false reli- 
i^ns. ** Fw to* wliat else can it beas^ibed,? si^ the 
sagaeions Bishop Sheriock, '< that in evesy Nation Unit 
names Uie name of Christ, even Reason and K^Hdite sie 
and condemi the follies to which others are>8lifl,f|^waiet 
of the same help, held in snl^ection ^' 

Allowinghowever that Plato and ^toninas aeem^ t% 
have been tanght of heaveuy yet the ol^t for wbieh we 
contend K that no provision^ was made fsr the vn^r. 
While a feint ray shone on the-page of Fhilasopby^ te 
people "were involved hs darfcnese which might be ML 
the millibn were leH to live witheut knowledge and to 
die withont hope. For what knowledge jor what hqpt 
wenfel beaeqmred £roin tbe^ preposteroiis thoeak./ensna- 
ing, and te nnayrespects, eU^^ant JMMogy :vmieh they 
might piefc no in their poet8v«he^^PFnf whi^ eeeaa^ 
ed to be eonaiKd to the popohice. 

Rnt tbere wasao cettmon principle ^f ftepe or ^e^, 
of ^tb oriicactice^ no motive of c^asQlationy no bend 
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«r cHaril^v ao «0MiMiioD ^ tvealattiag. iatetet^ «• 
aw wiM W iy eqaality between ti» wue and tlt^igaonuit. 
tte nmster and the ateve^ iIk Gteek mid the fiviwrian. 
- A^rcligioo was wanted whieb alMiiid keh€ gftnenl a^ 
pKcatian. Ciiriftianity hamnly aecoaBmodMcd itwlf ta 
AecoaaanBtt^e^yigenae. ItjAvaitliedaB adequate sapplr 
tatbawiivmal want< Iaiti»d of perpetual bat aaex* 
pialiegaaciifieasto af^awiri imegimrjr 4 



itpreMaitl^Mlet»Matioii once afibredi afnliy perfAc^ 
Vtld9nmckntt9cri6tey obtetioB, tad «atisfiM(tieBfiir the 
lAit af the %rtio)e iRrarld." It prattotsane coaniteat 
iiM l iiwil af moridt growing o«t oi ^ oiia amfof » syttcQi of 
doi(rtriii«8; aaa Mrlect tide of praetiee depending on 
baa priae^ offidth ; it olfeia grace to dinet tbe one 
aad foaifisst the olb^. It enebeles the whole sabeie of 
dMy^ndltbebiaad^ and t<^ea«one of aaatescfag cha- 
tity^ stamped with the inscription, *^ a new T/ommand* 
neart gHia'I ntito^yo^ tint yoaloire one aaotbeF.'' Christ 
Umity, ifMiteader destroying tbe ditlteetiomr of ranky or 
brtaking in on tbrn^gofcitionsof sodety^^y this anivcr* 
flafpretiq)^ ftiraiMa n^ *<encet to Its order^ additional 
«eentity to its tepofle, and fresh strength to its sabordt- 
aations. 

Were tiiis command, so inevitabiy prodactive of that 
pecnliaity Christian i^jaactian of ** doing to othen as we 
wonld they should do nnto ns/' nntforndy observed, the 
whole ^frame of society would be cemented and oon- 
fiOKdated' into one indinsoluble bond of nniversal bro- 
thefbood^ This dtrinety enacted law is the semhial 
Arinciple of justice, charity, patience, forbearance, 
m short, of all social vtrtae. That it does not produce 
tSese excelletat effects, is not owing to any delect in, 
the pyiaciple, bnt in Otir compt natare, whidi so relac-' 
tantly, so miperftctly obeys it if it were conscientious- 
ly adopted) and stibstantially acted npon, received in its 
very spirit, and obeyed lh>m tiie ground of the heart, hn* 
man laws might beabro^ted, courts of justice abolished, 
and trtalkes of morality burnt ; vmr would be no Wbspsr 
an a^t^ nor militacy'^tics a science. We sfaonid suffer 
loOg and be kind, aii<f so far f^om ** seeking that whicb 
IS aDotberts,'* we should not even ^*4f^k oar own.*' 

But let aot the soldier or tbe lawyer be abuaned. 
Tbebr craft is in no danger. Tbe world doea not intend to 
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•«ct vpon the divinr principle wht(*h vronid in|Rr«» tfeefr 
professions ; and till tMs oiily revolution wtiieh good mm 
desire actually^takes place, onr ibrUineA will not 'be ^se- 
cnrewitiiont tlie exertions of the oiie,ifioronritves Mrith- 
ont the protection of the otiier. 

All the virtues have thei^ appropriute place and raqk 
in Seriptnre. They are iiltrbditced as indtviduatly beati- 
tifol, and ai reciprocally coaneete^, like the ^rfieesiif the 
mytholo^c danca But perhaps no Christiaoigrace evet 
sat to the hand* of anfioreronfinrnmate master than charir 
ty. Her incomparable painter, St. Pan!, has drawn fieV 
at fbli lengtb in all her fair proportions. Every attitade 
isfofllof grace, every lineament^ of beauty.; 1^ "wDMe 
delineation is pertect and entire, wantingiiolbinfif< . 

Who can look at this finished piece without .Mnshinraft 
his own want of likeness to it ? Yet it this conseioiis di** 
stmilitnde induce a cordial deiira of-resenibkinc«^ (hp 
fanmiliatidn will be salutary. Perhaps a more frequent 
contomj^lationof this citqaisite fignre, aecninpanied^ith 
earnest' endeavotm'tbr a growtng resemblance, wofdd 
gmdnally lead us, not barely lo admire the portrait, bat 
woniri at length as^imihtte us4:o the divine ori^inai.- 



CHRISTIAN HOLINESS. 

CHRtSTIANITY tben,as we have attempted to skew i» * 
the preceding chapter, exhibits no different standards a^ 
goodness applicable to diiferent stations or cbaractera. 
No one can be allowed to rest in a low <|egree and plead 
jus exeiMption for aiming no higher. . No one can be se« 
cure in atiy state of piety below that state wliich woald 
not have becueujomedon all,hadi)ot all been eotilled to 
the means of attainii^ it. 

Those who keep their pattern in "their eye, tbongh they 
may fail of tlte bigliest attainmenta, will not be satisfied 
\vi til such as are low.^ The strik ing inferlod ty w ill c&cite 
compunction ; compunction will stimulate them to pi esa 
on, which those never do^ who, losing sigbt of their stand* 
ard, are satisfied with tlie heiglit they have roachrd. 



.Gh^ 16 jiot likely tp he tilie object of Goil'»favo«r» who 
tikes Jbi9 detenDined $Uind on the very lowest step in tk% 
scule of perfect!^ ; who does Hoteven aspire above it^ 
whose ahn seems to b^ not so much to please God as to 
escape Dunishment Mai^ however wiU doubtless be 
aep^ted,; thoogh their progress has beep small $ their 
^mcvlties mayiiave been great, their patwral capacity 
veak, their tefi^tatioinstroogy aad their iostractaoa dar 
^tivix > 

^ Kevelation has not only furnished injimcCions bat moi- 
iives to holiness ; not only motives, bat examples and aa* 
tbaritiess. *^ Be ye therefore perfect (according to year 
measare and degree) ^ as yonr &ther which is in heaven 
is perfect*" And what says the Old Testament ? It ao« 
cords w^h tbeNeir— <^ Be ye holy, for I the JLord yonr 
Cod am holy.'' , 

'This was the iiynnctionof God himself^ not ^ven es* 
cloavely to Moses, to the leader andleg^toi^ or to • 
fi)w icfistic^gnisbed officers, or to a selection of eminent 
mcDy but to an immense body of people, even to the 
whole assembled host of iflrael -, to men of all ranks, pro* 
fessions, capacities, and chancters, to the minister or re* 
ligion, and to the uninstmcted, to eQlightened ruler^ 
and to feeble women. , ** God^" says an excellent writer,* 
** had antecedently given to his people particular law» 
suited to their seveGd exigences, 9ad various conditions| 
1>ut the command to be holy was a general (might be not 
have said a universal) law." 

** Who is like- unto thee, O Lord, among the Gods? 
Who is lU^e unto tiiee, glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, domg wonders?" This ts perhaps the subliiqest 
apostrophe of praise, ^rendered more striking by its in. 
terrogatory form,) which the Scriptures have recorded. 
It makes a part o|the first song of gratulation which is to 
be fottttd hi the treasury of sacred Poetry. This epithet 
of Ao/y is more frequently atiixed to the name of God than 
any e^er. His nUghty name is less oftM iuveked, than 
his My name- To offend against this attribute is repre- 
sented as more heinous than to oppose auy other. It ha$ 
been remarked tliatthe impiety of the Assyrian monarch 
ii not described by hb hostility agahmt the great, the 
Almighty God, but it is made an aggravation of his crime 
that he had committedit against ^^ Holy Oneiif iMruel. 

• SaOTBI* Digitized by CjOOQIC 



94 CHRISTIAN HOLINESS. 

Wbea God condescended to give a p1ed{;e for the jfv^ 
formanee of bis promise, he swears by his holiness^ as if it 
were the distingnishingqnaltty which was more especially 
binding. It seems connected and interwoven with aU 
the divine perfections. Which of bis ex«ell ences can we 
contemplate as separated from- this > Is not his jnstica 
stamped with sanctity? It is free from any tinetare of 
▼indfctiv^ess, and is therefore a holy justice. His mer- 
cy has none of the partiality or lavooritism, or Capriciotn 
fondness of human kindness, bnt is a holy mercy. Hit 
holiness is not more the sonrce of his mercies than of hit 
punishmcHifs. If his holiness in his severities to us wa»> 
ted a justification, there cannot be at once a more sabstasi- 
tml and roorespfendid illustration of it than the noble pas- 
sai^e already quoted, ibr he is called ^ gloriQus in boU- 
ness*' immediately after he iiad vindicated the honour of 
his name, by the miraculous destniction of the army of 
Pharoab. 

Is it not then a necessary consequence growing eat of 
Irts perfections, ^ that a righteous God loveth rt^hteoaar 
ness,'* that he will of course require in his creatures a de- 
'Btre t6 imitate as well as to adore that attribute by which ' 
he himself loves to be distinguished ? We cannot indeed^ 
like God, be essentially holy. In an infinite betnsr it is a 
substance, in a created beinir it is only an accident. God 
is the essence of holiness,' bnt we can have no holiness, 
nor any other good thing, bnt what we derive from hin^^ 
It is his prerogative, but our privilege. 

If God loves holiness because it is his image, be ron^t 
consequently hate sin becanse it de&ces his image. If he 
glorifies his own mercy and goodness in rewarding w- 
toe, he no less vindicates the honour of his holiness in the 
punishment of vice. — A perfect God can no more approve 
of sin in his creatures than he can comaiit it hrmseIC He 
may forgive sin on his own conditions, bnt there are no 
conditions on which be can be reconciled to it. 'ffie in- 
iinite goodness of God may delight in the beneficial pnr« 
poses to wiiich his* mfinite wisdom has made the 9ins of his 
creatures subservient, hot sin itself will always be abhor- 
rent to his nature. His wisdom may turn it to a merciful 
end, but his indignation at the offence cannot be dimin- 
ished. He loves man, for he cannot but Ipve bis own 
work ; He hates sin for that was man's own invention, 
and no part of the wo^k which Ood had ma^e. Even in 
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the imperfiftct administration of human laws, impunity of 
ctrmeB wottlcl'be constraed into approbation of them.* 

The law of holiness then, is a law binding on all per* 
ions iwitbont distinction,' not limited to the period nor to 
the peoiple to whom it was given. It reaches through the 
ndicSe Jewish dispensation, and extends with wider de- 
BAunis and higher sanctions, to every Christian, of every 
deaominisition, of every, age, and eveiy Conntry. 
' A more ^ifolime m^ve cannot be assigned why we 
iJboiiM be holy \bm becanse <* the Lord our God is holy." 
Hep i>f the world have no objection to the terms virtue, 
morality, integrity, rectitude, but they associate some- 
ttang overact^ not to say hypocritical, with the term^ 
boKnees, and neither use it in a good sense wh^en applied 
to others, nor would wish to have it applied to them- 
selves, bat mak« it over, with a Uttle suspicion, and not a 
little derision, toparitants and enthusiasts. 

This suspected Epithet however is surely rescued from 
every injurious association, if we consider it as the chosen 
attnbute of the Most High. We do not presume to ap« 
ply the terms virtue, probity, morality, to God, but we 
ascribe holiness to him because he first ascribed it to 
himself, as the aggregate and consummation of all bis 
perfections. * 

Shall so imperfect ^ being as Man then, ridicule the ap- 
plication of this term to others; or be ashamed of it hini> 
self? Tliere is a cause indeed which should make liim 
ashamed of the appropriation, that of not deserving it. 
This comprehensive appellation includes all the christian 
graces, all the virtues in their jt)st proportion, order, and 
liattDOny ; ifiall their bearings, -relations, and dependeto- 
ei^ And as in God, glory and holiness are united, so 
liie Apostle combines << sanctiiication afnd honour** as the 
glory of Man. 

Traces more or less of the holiness of God may be 
found in his works, to ^thase who view them with the eye 
of feith : They are more plainly visible in his Providen- 
ces; but it is in his word that vve must chie% look for 
the manifestations of his holiness. He is every where 
described as perfectly lH)ly in himself^ a» a model to be 
imitated by hiscr^tdres, and, tliough with an interval 
immeasurable, as imitable bv them. 

The great doctrine of Redemption is inseparably con- 
* AV<-Sce Cbarncck oa the Attributes. ^Q^Ie 
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nected with ttw doetrine of aanc^catioii. As an atet- 
rable writer has observed, **if the Blood of Christ reeo*^ 
cile as to the justice of God, the spirit of Christ » to 
leroDcile us to the holiness of God.** Mlien wem^e toU| 
therefore that Christ is made mto as ^ rigbtemisiiesi^^ 
we are in the same place taught that he is ma^a vnio as 
saactification ; that is, he is iKith jostiiier aiid sanetifter. 
In Tain shall we deceive ourselves, hy restuig oa loaaacft* 
fiee, while we neglect to imitate his example. 

The glorious Spirits which surrooad the throae of Goi 
are not represented as singing haIlel^iahs to his omnpa^ 
tence, nor eveo' to his mercy, but to that a^ttribute wfaiebt 
as witti a glory, encircles all the rest. They perpflaall^ 
ery Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of Hosts, iaa itia obsei* 
▼able, that tlie Angels which adore him for ins iMF&icsa 
are the ministers of his justice* Those pore inteIli|;eBcca 
perceive, no doubt, that this union of attributes eofMi* 
mtes the divine perfectioh. 

This infinitely blessed being then, to whom an^eb waA 
, archangels, and all the hosts of heaven are eonttniKdly as-' 
erifoing holiness, has commanded qs to be holy. T& h& 
holy because God is hoty, is both an argument and a cmH' 
nand. An argument founded on the perfeotioiK of Gadt 
and a command to imitate him. Tins command is givea 
to creatures, fallen indeed,, but io whom God graciooslf 
promises sti:ength for tlie imitation. If in God holiaeit. 
implies an aggregate of perfections ; in man, even in loa 
low degree, it is an incorporation of the chriatiaa gtaeea 

The holiness of God indeed is confined by no limita* 
tion ; ours is bounded, finite, iiyiperfect. Yet let us ha 
sedulous to extend our little spberf. Let our deares he 
large, though our capacities are contracted. LeCoav 
aims he Mty, though our attmnments are low. Let ofr 
be Solicitous that no day pass without some angyneiifea^- 
tion of our bdlincss, some added height in our asfmatioav^ 
. some wider expansion in the compass of our virtues, L^jt 
us strive every day for some superiority to the preeedia|E 
day, something that sluill distinctly mark the passing 
scene with progress } something that shall inspire an buoi^ 
ble hope that we are rather less u^^r h^ven to-day^ 
than we were yesterday. The celebrate artist vrfao fa^ 
recorded that be passed no day without drawing aline,- 
dfaew it not for. repetition but for progre^; not to pro« 
dttce a given number of stjoktf?, but to^^apl his work, . 
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t9 complete his disipi. The Gfaristuuiy like the paibtar, 
4066 not draw his lines at random, he has a model to imi- 
tate, a^^wellJB.aoo»tUne to iiU. Every touch coDfonm 
Imn mere and more to the great origtuaL He who has 
tMUMteedmostof the Hfe of Ood into his souJ, has copi- 
ed it ttiost saecefliAiIljr. 

^ To mek happiness," says one of the fathers, << is to 
dcai»-Odd, and to fm^him is that happiness." Onr ytejfv 
k^ipinecs therefore is not onr independent properW: it 
HotrsiVom that eternal mind which is the sonrceana imn 
of hflppinesB. In vain we look for ftlicity in all acoond 
-ii»/< it can only 1>e foond \n that ori(paal fowitain, 
lriMiie« we, and all we are and have, lore derived. Where 
theaisthe imaginary wise man of the school of Zeoo? What 
istha petfoction of Virtue supposed by Aristotle ? They 
have no existence but in the Romance of Phi)o»(^hy. 
HaippiBess n^ast be iroperfoet In an imperfoct state. Re- 
ligion, it is tmcy is initialhappiness, end pointa to it» per- 
Mtidn; but as the best men possess it but imperfectly^ 
they cannot be perfectly happy. Nothing can confer 
oompleteness which is itself incomplete. ** With Thee» 
O Lord, is tfaefonataih of life, and in thy. light only we 
aball seelight'^ 

Whatever ilttktl still remai» wasting in' our attainmentSy 
Midmueh^^ still remam, let this last, greatest, highest 
cousideratloA stimnlate oar languid exertions^ that God 
has negatively promised tiie beatific visiofn, the enjoy- 
ment of his pretence, to this attainment, by spcoificany 
proeiaiming that withoot lioliliess no man sha41 see his 
ftee. To know God is the rudiments of that eternal life 
which win hereafter be perfected by seeing, htni.-7-As 
titeve Is no stronger reason why we must not look for 
pMfeet 'happiness in tfab life than becanse there is no per- 
leel hoMo^, so the nearer advances we make to the one« 
tlia greater progress we shall make towards the-other; 
vfe HHfit chltivate here those tendencies and tempers 
wliidh ratist be carried to perfoction in a happier clime. 
BtitiM holiness is the concomitant of happiness, so must 
it be its precursor. As sin has destroyed our bappinessy 
so sift muBt be destroyed before our happiness can he re- 
stored. Oar nature must be renovateo before our felici« 
ty can4)e'eBtabiished. This is according to the nature of 
thitjgs as fireU as agreeable to the law and wiU of God. 
* SeeLeightoiionH^ppiiicsit * ;• 
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, liet'ns tlii^n carefiiOy look to ^« tiibdimig in olir i 
hearts all those dispositions that are unlike Ood,all I 
actions, thoughts and tendencies that arecoutrai^ to CM. 
Independently tiier^ore of all the other motiTes fo 
holiness which religion suggests; iudepandeatly of tbe 
fear of punishment, independently even of the bopaof 
glory, let us be holy from this ennobling, elevating mo- 
tive, because the Lord oar Ood*1ft hol^. And what oar 
virtue flags, let it be renovated by thilB hnperativeiiyiiiM- 

. tion, backed by this irresistible argnment The raotm 
for iraitation,and the Being to be imitated «eem a l m a a t 

. to identify ns with infinity. * It is a connexion which <«il- 
dears, an assimilation ^hich dignifies, a roseivblaiice 
which elevates. The Apwtle has added to the^>fOplMt 

• an assurance which makes the crown tad consmBaatton 
. of the promise, ** that thongii we know not yet whtt^-vo 

shall be, ;^et we know that when he shall appear,^ wa > shall 
be like him, for wesball see him as he is." 

In what a beautifttl variety of glowing expreisioBS, 
and admiring strains, do tbe Scripture worthies deKgbt ao 
represent God ; not only in relation to what he is to tbeai, 
but to the supreme ^ccellence of his own transeeodcat 
perfections I lliey expatiate, they amplify, they dwdl 
, with unwearied iteratioti on the-adofaWe theme; they 
ransack langvafe, they exhanst all- the expressions of 
praise and wonder and admiration, all the images of 
astonishment and delight to land and magnify hia glorious 

• name. They praise mm, they ble^s him, they worship 
him, they glorify him, they give thanks to him for his 
great glory, saying, ^-holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are fiill of the majesty of thy glory.'* 

They glorify him relatively to themsel«itfs. — ** 1 will 
magnify Thee, O Lord my strength-— My help cometli of 
God— The Lord himself is the portion of my htiheri- 
tanco." At another time soaring with a nobla 4i9iiMier- 

. estedness, and quite losing sight of self and all -created 
glories, tliey adore him fur his own inCommtinicable ex- 
cellences. " Be thou exalted, O God, in thine own 
strength.''-->' Oh the depth of the riches both of the wis- 

. dora and knowledge of God!" Then bursting to a rap* 
ture of adoration, and burning with a more intense flame, 

• they cluster his attributes— " To tlie King eternal, ini- 

. mortal, invisible, be honour and glory for ever and ever.*" 
One is lost in admhratton of his wi8dom--4iiS| ascription 
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U .^ to the oaly imm God." Anaiher in Irimiipliaiit 
ttninsoverflews vnth transport at the consideration of.« 
the Attrilwte on which we have .been descanting— <* O 
Lerd^whois lihenntoThee, there i& none holy as the 
Lard." * ^ Sing praises onto the JLord, oh ye saints of his, 
and give Unuks onto him for a remembrance of bis hoii- 



The- piephets and tpostlea^eie not deterred from 
peariiig oat the Orerfiowings of ttieir , fervent spirits, 
tbey were not restrained from celebrating the perfec- ; 
tiem of their Crefitor, throogh the cold-hearted fear of 
hcsDg reckoned enthusiasts. The saints of old were not 
pieveiited from bteathing onjt their rapturous hosannas 
t^the King; of saints, through the coward dread of beii^ : 
krmadednsfimatii^. Tbe conceptions of thcar mindft di- . 
hrtinipwith the view of the glorious, constellation of the . 
divine »ali^bules$ and the affections of their hearts. 
wanning with the thought, that those attributes were all : 
evaeentraeediin lilerCy,-*-they display asnblime ohKvion 
' ofth € BMee lTet»«-»they forget every thing but God. Their . 
mm weMto^dwindle to.a jpotnt* Their own concerns, nay ' 
4h«-Odihreme.ftaelf, shrink wto iiothing. They seem ab* . 
seebed hi the^eiUgeiioe of Deity, lost . hi Xlie radient . 
lfnBnft40llia6oi,te glory* ...._... 



CHAP. XI. 

^ Ofi TUB' G09f P*BATlTEl.ir. »V AXJU FAULTS . ASiB 
TlItTUBS. 

The " iFlsIiers of Men/ as if exclusively bent on catcli- 
iiig tlie ipxater sinners, often make tbe ^terstices of the 
moral, net $o wide, that it cannot retain tfulte^of more or-, 
dinary size, which eveiywhere abound. THieir drangkt 
might be more abundant, were not 'the mcsbeV so large 
t]uit the smaller sort, aided by their own labvicity, es- 
cape the toils and slip through. Happy to fiod thcmr. 
selves not bulky enough to be entangled) they plunge, 
. back againinto Uicir native element, eiyoy their escape. 



9md Mfpe^ Aty may sirfeLy w^ to gnytilr bigger htihtwOiey 
ate in danger of being cangltfc 

It i» of more importuiee thMi we are awan^ or ave - 
wiHtng to tiUow, that^ we take oi^rediUgeBtly to*pmi$tne' 
tbe smaller virtael^ avoid' serapnloiiMy tie leMereiDSyAwi' 
bear patiently inferioi' triala ; ibr tbe sin of habotiNi^ 
yielding, or tbe grace of habitually resisting, in eonp8iw> 
tiweiy small points, tends iy no ineonh idew&lb tli^^AM to 
produce that vigour or that debility of mind^ en wfaicir 
hangs victory or defeat. 

Cottscifenee is monri sensa^on. Itis the baelv peroep- 
tion of ffood and evil^ the peremptory decision ot themuki 
toadopt the one or avoid theonieCf Providenceli«9fHi»< 
i^ied the body with senses, and tbe soiri wiflttceoDsleilM^- 
asa tact by which to shrink from the approach of dagger ; 
as a pH>mpt ^ling to supply the dedoctions ef xeaaoBr 
ing ; as a spontaaeoos impulse to pfecede a tlBm.^of m* 
fleetions'for which the snddenness aad suiprise •of the at^- 
tackidlownotinne. An eniighteiied ciftfsciaMey if- iiept 
tenderly aQive, by aconlxnnal.aCbentiott'toitsadaioBitkM^ 
would cspeciaity preserve us'ftmn ibiise saudlbr aony and- 
Btiinalate us to tho9e lesser diititat Mttb wearefslMdj^ 
apt to think are too • insigAificaat fe b& biotisbt to Amf 
bar of religion^ too trivial to be weighed by thestandanl* 
of scripture. 

By cherishing this quick ibeling of rectitude,^]|^t and 
sudden as tlie flash from heaveo^. and which is in £ict the 
motion of tbe spirit, we intuitively reject- what is wrong 
before we have time to examhie why itis wrong; and 
seize ou what is right before we have time to examine 
why it is right Should we not then be careful bow we 
extinguish this sacred sparks WiHany tinnrbe more 
likely to extinguish it than to neglect its bonny memen- 
toes to perform the smaller duties, and to avoid the lesser 
faults^ which, as they iaagood measure make u() the sum ef 
bnmaD life, will naturally fix and determine oar charactei^ 
that creature of habits? Will not our neglect or obser- 
TBiice of it, iTfeline or indispose us for those more impor- 
ttot duties of which these smaller ones are connecting 
Ifhks? 

The vices derive dieit existence from wilduess, GOndPh- 
sibn, disorganization. The discord of the ps^ions is 
owing to their hayiqg diiTerent views, oonflicting aims, 
and opposite ends. *&€ rebellious vices have no com- 



mfkfi^ 1 ^^J»9i^.^M9^. Tk?j frromote their e^u 
onti^ons Jty,q>8tuflJ!Uiglt^b5^.of «th^rg,,bot lu ilij^turbihg, 
lli^ jdo. j^i. (}e«troy tli^u ' Thou^ they are ^U, pt one 
Hernlf^ they live ^ii ijo fi-ierfjly iecm's. . ProfllMcy hates, 
CO veiiousneas as mueh as if it yrere a virtue. / 4 Jie Vfe , oF 
ejrery ami? i.Ufe of coi)jftict,'wbiehJaccasion.s the torment^" 
bntDOtthe deAUiof its>ppQ$ite., Like the fahjed br^od^ 
Qf.th«s^rpeDt» the p^ou.< spring up,ariped a^^Aisl ea'ch't 
^eir, but tiiey fa»l to conipiefe the reseuslplaiiij^, for they^ 
4o not effect their mutual destruction. ^. .„.. .1 . .( 
.But ^itjippit uQion the christian gra/ces could .jiot be, 
^lerfectedy and the smaller ,yirUies pe th^ t^re^ds! a^d i^.fa^f 
iii6ii<s;irhidi gcutly but l^r^ly tie theip ioectjipr^l 'llien\ 
kkW atti'?^tive.nowejniii gopdiJess^yvhich <Si^wk'each|>arif 
^ol^eother.. .^hts pdiueord of the virtues ij^'cferiv^d'ron^ 
their having pn^ coipmon centre ili>)iichairrneet. lu 
iice there is, \ strphg repulsion. Thpiigh bad men seek^ 
eiU!h other, they do not love each otlier. - £ach seeks the' 
fHi^ in Qrdnr to promote lus o^;n purposes, vdiile her 
bate? j^im by whpm^ his purposed are promoted. ^ , 

T}jie.ie8Sttr vitalities' 01 Uie human character are like the 
lower pettple m a country ; they are numerically, if not ia- 
^ividuaily, important If well regulated'they become val- 
i^ble fyom that veiy cir£ui^8tance of nnmbers which, un- 
4er a.n^ligeat administration, renders them fbrmidableu 
The peace of the individual inir^d and of the nation, i$ 
ioateriaUy siffected by , the discipline in ^Niiich these infe- 
rior orders are maintained. llaxity and neglect in both 
. ^fit/es ace subversive of all ^ood government. 
.. But if we may be allowed to glance from earth to heaven, 
perhaps the beauty of the lesser tlrtQes may be still bet- 
ter illustrated by tb^t long and. luminous track made up of 
minate and almost imperceptible stars, which thotugli se^ 
paiately too inconsiderable to attract attention, yet from 
their number, and confluence,^ ft-om that soft and shining 
stream of light every where dis^emiCle, and which al- 
wayl corresponds to the saqae tilled 8tara« as the smaller 
virtues do to ' their concomitant great ones. — Without 
pnryumg the metaphor to the classic fiction that the Ga- 
laxy was the road tiirpugh which the ancient heroes went 
to heaven, may we not venture to say that Ciiristiaos will 
make their wi^ thither more pleasant by the consistent 
practice of the miiintcr virtues ? 
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is calted tod^ftnd," ^The mfeiii^5t'^6Idier%i'thc-<t#Blr 
i4.a(td|i^tmtisni t6 va^lour, <vtir ttgWt'As idattcsiq' itli; 
? 'gl9rj| of thfe corite^f depended orthi^ siw'^l^HrWr/ Bnt' 
J>Vioi(fi K^ watchfutoe^s ?is w 3^^ his courage into ac- 
h.' Hfe.^rentfoualyJifefehjis'cyeiy' pifts he is appointcict' 
guarii^ Withont Vnqpirfng whe«^her it lie great or smait 
ere ii'^'t afij/ileMct' ifii feligibh or morals sbiitHe as' 
be of tio conseqiionce. \frorldly things may be Httfe' 
payi^se their mm, Jfrtd ettd^ may be littlfe. Things are' 
jat or ^alP. Viot' according to ttieir ostensible im|»ort« 
jle/but;a4cA'r^ing^^^ 

j,iii3ypQJ*tiaiic^'pf;thdi"cbndeqiich^^^ ' . ' .' 

ifliftacqui&itioii of eventhesm^ virtue being, as has* 
5n bejfdre pl)servjedt an ac^tual conquestrbyer the 0|^6* 
: vice^ doubles oiirvmoral strengtlL lifie^Htual ene- 
has one subject less, and tbe conqueror pile virtue 

re- , ■.. / . ;,.' ...''!\. ' . "..: .. 

;y allowed negligence m ^fnall things, we are not aware 

much we inj lire. reViglo^ in the eye of the. world'. 

r can we expect people to believe that we ire hi earn- 

n great points, when they see t)iat we cannot withr' 

ja trivial temptation, against wliiph resistance would 

been comparatively easy?, At » distance they hear 

respect .c^ our general charafctcrs. They tfecomift^ 

isticated wi^i us, and discover the same failings, li^ 

ss, .and bad .tempers, as they have been' accustomed' . 

set with in the most ordinary persons. 

Hilton, in one of bis letters to a learned ibreigner wlio 

waited him, could congratulate bimselt^ on tbe cob- 

iness that in t^at visit, he had been found equal to 

putation, and had supported in private conversatioo 

;h character as an autlior ; shall not the christian be 

y anxious tp support the cred|t 6f\iif holy proi^s^ 

^y not betraying in ftoiiiiar life any temper incon- 

.with religion ? 

not difficult to attract respect. on great occ^ons^ 
we are kept in order by knowing that the public 
ixednponus. ttis easy to raaintuina r^rd to 
nky in a "Symposiac, or an acaderticat dinner;" 
labour to maintain it in the recesses of domestic 
requires more watchfulness, and is., no less the 
an it will foe the habitual practice of the cOHsi$- 
istian. ' r- i 
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* diittieglect of fefyioT dufie^ is pwHciiIariSrittJBWotth 
fb the tnhids (jf oiir dejpemfent^ arid ser^nts. If tliej^ 
fteetn ^wc*akahdni(lrmof|)urjpos6,** peevifi&jfrrilsdlwt^i 
rapndou«i pas^oirate, or iriconsisteiit, hi oni' daiTy coii- 
doctj wbicti conies midtir tbeir immediate 6iservatioh> 
atid wbich tomes si%wit£rin their power of jitdgijrg<, th^ 
^not eive^ cr^tfibf thdk fiighei^qnab'ties vrHith Vre 
nwy possess; aflrdiftos)^ sii^ertbr dntie^' wHich we m^ fiii 
more carefol to fqlfll. NeitfceV tfteiir eapaeity nw fiieii* 
OpportiMitfes^ maw <^kbiie tHeiii tO j^(%e of Itie ortftoddxy 
of tfie head ; hot tlieiie wHf he olWioiis Jiiid ilbcisive 
fnodlrtb the neatiy^t capacity; of the "Statfr a<rtJ temper 
<)f tHehearti ' Oor'greatfer qualitres wilT do tfiiem little 
^ood, T^lkife GOT lessor but incessant '^nltk do them much 
mjary. Seeibg ns so defective in the dSiHy coarse of do- 
mestic cbn'dttct, thoHitb they will obey us 1>ecanse they 
are obliged to i^^ they will nei^r love nor esteem iis 
enongh to be influenced by our advice, nor to bie govern- 
ed by oiirihstructionsy on those great poihb whfcTr every 
iionscientions he^d of a f^mity will be careful to hicul- 
eate qn iM about biw. It demands iro leiss circiimsped- 
^on to be a Christimi, tiUm to be ** a Hno, to one's valet 
'dJe chambre.*^ 

In all tiiatrelaftes to God and to bimsielf. the Christian 
knows of no small faults, tife considers alt aU'owed and 
'^ilfnl sins, whatever be their magnitude^ as an offence 
against his Maker. Nothing that offends him can be io- 
sismficant. Nothing ^at contributes to fasten oia onr- 
iselves a wrohg habit can^be trifiirig. faults whicb we 
are accustomed to consider as small^ are repeated witH* 
<mit compunction. The habit of committing them is cott- 
firmed' by the repetition. !f*requency renders us at first 
indifferent, then insensible. Tlie hopelessness attending 
A long indulged custom generates carelbssn^ss, tilt for 
want of exercise the powei'of jre^istance' is first weaken- 
ed^ then destroyed. 

E^t tliere is a still more serious point of viewin which 
the snbj^et may bie considered. 1^6 small faults; con- 
tinually repeated^ always retain t^cir oiiginal dlmfinutive- 
ness f Is any axionr mote established . than that aTf evil 
fs of a progressive nature ? Is a bad temper which is 
never repiressed, no worse after years of indulgence, than 
w^jen we first gave the. reins to it ? t>oe8 that whith we 
first allowed ourselves under this liame of harmless letity 
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pit serlSMismit^ect^iiever proceed ta pi«^iieiM$tsi J^eet 
wfaiM: was once admh-ed a& pix^er spirit, never grow vf^ 
pride, never 8«9eU into insoleDcei Does the habit $>fii}t 
correct n^frati ve, orloose talking, or. allowed hy^erhqjte, 
never lead to falsehood, never settle in deceit } Belojpe 
we positively determine that sw^U.^^ul^ arc innob^t, 
we inust undertake to prove tiiat they shall never mm^ 
gro.w their, primitive dimensions , iye mm^ ascejctay n ^^ 
the infant sliall never hec^e a giant. > . , .• J.r > 

. Pracrasiin^iifn. is reckoned amop^ Ihe niost venial fit 
onr fatUts^ af)d sits so Ughtly on ouirinjn(|s^ thi^.we s^^ce* 
ly apologise &>r it Bat who (^ assure M9|J Ihftt, h^d no^ 
the assistapce we had reserved tp give t^- on^ fritin^: un- 
der distress, or the advice to another under' temp^ta^ios, 
to-day heen deUyed^and from mere sloth and ihdojfen^ 
b^en put oif till to-rmorrow^ it mi^ht not ha^ve,.pt;e^rv4^^ 
the fortunes of the one, or^^ved the sout of ti)e o titer i . v 

It is not enough that we perform duties, we mi^sj^ peA; 
form tbem at the right time* We must do the ^nty of 
every day in its own season. Every day has its ownimr 
perious duties; we must not depend upon torday for .fui- 
nUing those which we neglected, yesterday, . for tQ.,di^ 
might not have been granted us. To-morrow will be 
cquaUy peremptory in its demands f . aud the succeeding^ 
day, if we live to see it, will be ready with its proper- 
claims. , . 

Indecision^ though it is not so often caused.by reflec- 
tion as by the want of it, yet may. be as mischievnas, for . 
if we spend too much time in balaqcuig probabilities, th^ 
period for action is lost While we are ruminating on 
difficulties which may never occur, recoocUin|; differen- 
ces which perhaps do not exist, and poising in opposite 
scales things of nearly the same weight, the opportunity 
is lost of producing that good, virhicb a^rm and manly- 
decision would have effected. 

Idleness^ though itself " the most unperformiqg of aU 
the) vices," is however the pass through which they all 
enter, the stuge on whi«h they all act Though su- 
premely passive itself, it lends a willing hand to all evil, 
practical as well as speculative. 1$ is &e abettor of eve- 
ly sin whoever commits it, the receiver of all b'ooty, 
whoever is the thief. If it does nothing itself, it connives 
at all the mischief that is done by others. 
- Vanity is exceedingly misplaced wlien ranked, as 9he 
<*'«mmonly i^, in the catalogue of small tolts. It h nn- 



46pflm* ^Mfaef«r of fcamllMMMss thit s^ Aoes all her 
Utigchi^^ Sbi6 n indcfed dUteii IoqimI in tli<^ society of 
gteat vlitiMs. Rb« does aot foNow in the train, lMitinix<< 
eabetaetf ^^Hie eompny, and by wAning mtfrs it Th« 
ooe our s^lrifaaY enemy Amices of her is a aasler strokea 
Wlieft he eanMrt i^revent ns from doing right actioas, h« 
dAirac<foM^IHb His fHttpOSe abnost as weft ^ i>y nmkiiig 
t»^nSn af UttemJ' When heeannot dkprive the |Miblic o# 
dttrbenevoirtree, he em defttat the effect to ourselves hy 
lioiooaingthe fHrfaieiplew When he cannot robotiiers of 
the good effect of the deed, he can gain his poial by r^ 
Vte th^ doer of BBI reward. 

PeerMineig h modMr of tffe iiiior nisertefl. HaaHBi 
IWt fhoi^ suffitienify nnhappy, cannot contrive to tar* 
nidi nibfoHitata^s sd offeh asthe passionate and the peevM 
eansul^brjr inspatSete^. TOcOmmit oar reasoi^and lenr- 
per to me meircr <ff ev€ty aeqUafuaMiiee, ami of ^^ery 
servant, & not malting the "vd^st nse Of fbeta. M wn 
Meoil^ct l&it •violence aafd peefishMsa «f« the cnmnios 
resooree of those whose knowledge is small, andwfaasa 
afgoments ^bee Weak, oinr iHfyptiO^ ftfighf lend' as to sab- 
daeonr^iott, if wehb<r«ot ti btetterpHmoiple to'i^esoft 
lb. Anger Ik fSks commeidt i^efii^ of iatighiican»; 
f^ife^hoi^ierthiiirdiar^ertoMslIgh^ hopotoigivo 
it we^t By ii^flhtidn. Ant mt blown MMtot at its inlk 
UtttdbtiensionissttUeiti^y. SHi^sh chafacters, nbbvt 
all, h«ve no right to be j^assKmaVe. Th^ 8lH>ild be <ioafr 
teiited With* their nvm congenial tMltA, Datiness hov^ 
ever has fts^itopetaosities andi itsflncfnatiotts as ^elt ai 
genios. It is op the coast of heavy B<eoti^ that this 
Eeriptis exhibits its nnpar^ifeldd restleSBness andT agha-. 
tidn. 

TVdffk^r id Tanlied among tiie venial ftnltg. Btet if 
time be one grdnd talent giv^ iis in oS'der tO onr securing 
eternal life ; if we trifle away Aat time so as to lose that 
eternal life, on which by liot trifling we m^ have laid 
hold, then will it ansv^ the end of 'sin:, a life demoted 
to trifles not only takes away the ittelinatlon, but the ea* 
pacity for higher piirsnits.- The thiflte of GhnstiipAtHf 
have scarcely more influence 6h' ^ frhrbloiis tliaii< on a 
profligate character. If the minff tte'Jio absorbed, not 
merely with whdt isvidbns, but iWfh V*at? i* ti^lessl «s 
to be thoroughly disinclined to tbe.^^i^ti¥ities^ a hffc of 
piety, it matters little what the'V^se is f^g^jfo disin- 
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cHliesit. If th^se hsibits cannot; be aceiuad of gyost. 
moral evil, yet it argues a low state of mind/ that « beiiig 
irho has an eternity at stake can abandon itself to tri?ial 
pnrstiits. If tke great concern of life cannot be secured, 
without habitual watchfnbiess, how is it to be seonred. by, 
habitual carelessness? It will aiford httle comfort to ih!e 
trifler, when at the t^t reckoning he gives inJiis. hMig. 
i6egative catalogue, that the more ostensible offender was 
worse employed. llietriilerwIUnot be wei|^ed» Oe 
scale with the profligate^ but in the balance of thc^ 
sanctuary. 

Some men make for themselves a sort of code of the, 
lesser morals, of wbteh they settle both the laws «n4 the 
chronology. They fix *^ the chmactericks «f the mind ;*^ 
determine at what period such a vice n»aybe adopttd^ 
without discredit, at- what age -one bad habit may give 
way to another more in character. Having settled it as 
a malter of coarse, that to a certain ^e certain faults are 
natural, they proceed ta act as if they thought thAa 
necessary. 

But letms not practise on ourselves the groip u^posU 
tion to bebeve tiiat any ' feiling, much. less any viee, i^ 
necessarily appended to any state or aniyige, or that it i^ 
irresistible at any. We may accustom ourselvefr^to taUt 
ai vanity and extravagance as belongii^ to the youngs 
and avarice, and peevishness to the old, till the' next slepr 
will be that we shall think ourselves justified inadofitiiig: 
them. Whoever is eager to find excuses for vice and lof* 
ly, will feel his own backwardness to practise, them msuifk 
dtitnim^d. ., %. 

- Vest l€fn'enUerfa$ gut coute. Itisonly^toroaVeootaQ 
imaginary necessity, and then we easily fall into the ne^r 
Cessitywe haVeiuiagined* Providence has e^tablssbed 
no such association. There is, it is tru^, more danger t£ 
certain iaults under certain circunistauc^ ; and some, 
temptations are .stronger at some periods^but it is a proof 
that they are not irresisti))l§ because all do not fall into. 
theni» The evil is in^pfirselves^who mitigate Utediacred- 
it by the supposed necessity. The prediction, like the 
drem of the A^olpsjer, creates the event instead of fore* 
telling it But Um^ ip no supposition can be made of >a 
ba^ case which ^viM jyJF tify ^e making it our own : Nor 
'imU genial poei^li^l^ ^j^r serve for individual apologies. 
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-^Wbo baa not known persons who, tbongh they retun 
tbe sound faealtii and vigour of active life, si ok preoia- 
turely into sloth and inactivity, solely on the ^ound that 
these dispositkHisaTe &n'cied to be anavoidably incident 
to. advancing years. They demand the indulgence be- 
IttTB jtfiey feel the infirmity. Indolence ,thus forges a dis- 
ausaion from doty before the discharge is issued out by 
HrovMlence. No.r~-I^t osendeavour to meet the evils of 
the several conditions and p^riodsof Jife with submission^ 
hot it is an offence to their divine dispenser to forestal 
them. 

Bat we have §tiU a saving clanse for ourselves whether 
the eyii be of a greater or lesser nmgnitude. , If the fault 
be great,, we bunent the inabihty to resist it, if small, we 
<icny the impoytance of so doing ; we plead that we can- 
net witbitand a great tenaptatioo, and that a small one is 
not worth withstanding. But if the temptation or the 
.finilt be great, we should resist it on siccount of that very 
iMigaitude > if small, thegiviog it up can cost but little ^ 
and the conscientioos habit of conquering the less will 
coaler coutideriable strengtli towards subduing the 
greater. 

. There is again, a sort pf splendid character, which win- 
• liiiig itself np occasionally to certain shining actions, 
thinks itself fully justified in breaking loose from the 
-shaekjes of restraint in smaller things ; it makes no scru- 
.ple to indemnify itself for these popular deeds by indul- 
gences which, though allowed, are tar from innocent It 
.tfaoft secures to itself praise and popularity by what is sure 
to g3un it, and immunity from censure in indulging the fa- 
Yonrite fnult^ practically exclauning, ** is }l not a little 
eoeP 

- Vanity is at the bottom of almost all, may we not say, 
•fall our sins? We think more of signalizing than of sa^ 
;ving oui^elves. We overlook the hourly occasions which 
occar of serving, of obliging, of comforting those around 
usy while we sometimes, not unwillingly perform an act 
of notorious generosity. The habit however in the for- 
mer case better indicates the disposition and bent of the 
Hkiodt than the solitary act of splendour. The apostle does 
not say whatsoever girmt things ye do, but << whatsoever 
things ye do, do aU to the glory of pod." Actions ar^ 
less weigUM by their bnlk than their motive. Virtues 
are leas measured by 'their splendour tlmn their prinei* 
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file. The racer proceeds in Ihb eoptse aiore effQctia^f4»9r 
a steady mislackeaed pace, than hy starts isf vieleat hsC 
noeqiial exertiea. 

That great abstract of moral Jaw, of ^ii^lii^ weiiaTe eiae» 
ivliere spokeo,* that nde of the highest canrt oi mf^petii^ 
set up in his own tiosomy to which evefy 4|kaii can mw9rf» 
i«sort, ^ aU things that ye woaM thai men should do veto 
yoa, do|^e also aiito thea^.'^^-Thisilaw if duthfoliy obeyed, 
•operatiog as ao'inftiUibie remedy ^ aH the daordeiviif 
eelf-iove, woidd by tiivowiiig «ts partaalily iata the itgfat 
scale, establish the exercise of all the smaUer vhrtnes. 'IIB 
strict observance would not only pvtsistoptNMdtiiiiaa^^ 
tiee but to all nnkindness ; not only to-oppresnv'e ac^^lnt 
to anfeefing language. Eten hangfaty lollies nnd anpe»^' 
ciliouFS gestnres wonid be banisfaedmMn the fbee •f epeie* 
ty, did we ask ourselves bow we siiotid' like to Mceive 
what we are not ashamed to give. 

Till we thus morally transmnte ptooe, f^erson^ anit ek« 
enmstance with tllose of our broHi^, we shall never li%ac 
bim with the tenderness this |raeioas kiw enyoins; SuM 
virtues and smsdl ofliencesareoidy sobyeempscHsan.' T^ 
treat a fellow creature witb harsh language, is notind»qt 
a crime like robbing bim of his estate orde^trMf«% his 
reputation. They are however 'idl the ^oAprlagof Umb 
sameihmily. They are the samein quality thong^ not in > 
degree. AU flow, though in streams of diflettnttnagni- 
tude, from the samefemitani ; alt are Indications of a de- 
parture from tiiat principle wtaiehisinchidedin Hie law 
of love. The consequences they involve arer not leas ear- 
tain, though Ibey are less important. - ' 

The reason why what are caHed refigians people offeen' 
differ so littie from others in small trials is, that instead ef 
bringing religion to their aid in thc^ lesser vexations, ; 
they eiUier leave ^e distnrbance to prey upon ^ir 
minds, or apply to false relief i^ iti removal Those 
who are rendered unhappy by Involous troubles, deieit 
comfort in fnhrolotts eirjoymentto.' But we i^otlld apply 
the same remedy to ordinary trials, as to gr^t ones ; ftr 
as sBiatt disquietudes spring froih the same canseas gretft 
trials, namely, the uncertain and imperfect condition nf 
human life, so they re^uife the ^me ffeinedy. ItTeeting 
common <?ares with a nght spirit wouM impJSirt a $n(KJ«>iilt- 

, • Gh4ptcr IX. ^ . T 
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Mf884o the temper, a 4t»irit •of cheeHufoetf to tlie hearty 
^riiidi would' liigbtily break the force of heavier trials. 

You apply to the power of religioa in great evils. — Why 
4oe* it not oecor to yon to apply to it in the le«s ? ts it 
that y«a tliinfe the iiifttruaieikt greater than the occasioa 
demands^ it is not too great if the leaser one will not 
predoee the eflfeet ; ortf itprodace if in the wrong way, 
fbr there i» Meha tfalngias potting an evil out of si^t with- • 
•at entiJig it Yoa weakt apply to religion on the kMS 
•f yoor Ghild-*^apply to it oa the loss of your temffer. 
Stirow in this wholesome tree to sweeten the bitter wa- 
ten^ A»iio cafaMBi^ is too great for the power of chris- 
toMiitjr. to mitigate, so none i» too small to eatperience its 
beneficial results. Oar behaviour under the ordinary ac- 
cidents of life forms a charaeterittie distinction between 
different classes of chrtstiaiis. The least advanced resort 
to religion on great occasions, the deeper proficient re- 
sorts tOf it oa ati. What makes it appear of so little oom- 
pavative valUe is, thatthe medicine prepared by the great 
FhgMctaais thrown by instead of being take&. The pa- 
tiatit thinks not of it but in extreme cases. A remedy, 
liewever potent, not applied, can |>«oduce no e^t But 
be who has adopted one fixedprinciplefor tiie govem- 
meot of J^s life, will try to ke^ it in perpetual exercise, 
ito aoquaintanee with the natore of human evils and of 
their remedy, would check that spirit of complaint which 
sanmeb abounds, and which often makes so little difier- 
ence between people professing rehgioa and those who 
prolWitnot. 

If the duties in question 9^ not great, they become im- 
portant' by the constant demand that i« made for them. 
They have been called **' the snsatt coin of haman Ufe,** 
ao4 00 their perpe^il aad miobatrttoted cbcnfaitioa de- 
pends much of the comfort, «( well as convenience of its 
transactions. They make up in frequency wtmt they 
vna^t in magnitude. How few of us are called to carry 
the doctrines of Christianity into distant lands I but which 
uf us is not calUfd every day to adorn those doctrines, by 
gentleness in our own carriage, by kiodoess and forbear- 
aace to all ahoat us .> ^ 

In perHbrming the anostensible tlaties, there is no in- 
4?entive from vanity. No love of fame inspires that vir- 
tue, of which fame will never bear. There can be but 
ofte motive, and that the purest, for the exercise of vir- 
K 
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toes, the, report of which wiIIwyct readi bey<mcll^^ 
little circle whose happiness they promote. They d^ 
hot fill the World with our renown, \mt they fill our own 
family with comfoft, and if they have the lov^ of God 
for their principle, they win have his favour for thfetr 
reward. " * ' 

• In this emimcration of faults, *we include not sins of 
•infirmity, inadvertency and snrprtsc, to which eveit the 
most sincere Christians are* but too liable. What art' 
here adverted to are allowed, habitual, iiri.d nnresfefed' 
faults : habitual, because nnresisted, and allowed from 
the notion that they are too inconslc^rabte to tail for 1*- . 
.distance.' Faults into i^hich we' are betrayed through 
surprise and inadvertenfcy, though that is iio reason for 
committing them, may not be witliout tlreir iises: they 
renew the salutary conviction of oiir sinful natnre, mike 
ns little in our own ejres, increase our sense of depen(^ 
ence, promote watchfulness, deepen 'humility and quick- 
en repentainre. • . 

We must however be carefhl not to entangle the 'con- 
science or embarrass the 9i>irit bjr giioundless appreheti- 
sions. We have a merciful fetber, not a bard* toaster t6 
deal with. We mast ftot harass our minds with a sftspi- 
eious dt>ead, as if by a needless rigour the Alftitgbty v^^ 
iayinj^ Shares' to entrap ifs, tior be terrified with iitfaghi- 
ary fears, as if he were on the watch' to 'ptiht!^ every <?4s* * 
.ualerror.-^Tor be immutable and impeccable beldngs not 
to humanity. He, who made us, best knows of what we 
are made. Our compassionate High Priest will b6iir 
with much infirmity, will pa^on much involuntary #eak<» 
ness. '-'.'- 

But knowing, as every man must know who looks into 
his own heart, the difficnlfievS he has from the interven- 
tion of his evil tenrpers, in scrvini* God <^ithfttHy, "Mi 
still however earnestly desirous of serving bhrty iaitifibt 
to be fartiented that he is not moff* solicitous to T«rt6v* 
Jhs hindrances by trying to avoid tho««« inferior sin^y and 
resisting those lesser temptatioKis, fitul practisiii^ thoscf 
smaller virtae*, the neglect of which obstnietehis way, 
and keeps him back in the performaifce ofhVgijer deities. 
Instead of httle rennrici-rftidns being grievous^ 'aiidjietty 
self-dentals a hardship, they in reality ^dften^grieV^cflii, 
diminish hardship, llicy are the private ' drill whlcli 
♦•^aiusftr public service. ♦ r^^^^T^ 
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. If, as we have re^^eatedly observed, t^e |rifi£iple is 
the test of the actioD,, w^ are hourly furni^d witii oc- 
casions oif shewing out piety by the, spirit in which the* 
aoiet unobserved actions c^life ai-e performed. The sacri- 
IBces may be too little tp be observed except by himi^ 
wkqm they are offered. But small solicitudes, and <^- 
nionstrations of attachment, scarcely perceptible to ig^ny 
ey^e but his fpr whom^hey are made, bear tlie true v$f^X^ 
actef pf.lpve to Go4, as they ar^ the infallible mavfo of 
affection to our fellow creatures. 

By enjoining small duties, tbe spirit of which is every 
.yrfi^re implied in tli^ Gpsp^l^ Gp.d, as it wcre^ seems coh- 
triving to rendc^i*. the great ones easy to us. He^ makes 
> thej^^tsyojce of CUirist^till lighter, not {)y abridging du- 
tf. but by increasing, its facility through Us familiarity, 
^ese little habits j^t on^e indicate the. sentiment of the 
iqalattdifpproveiyt. ... 

, It is antawful consideration and qne which every Chris- 

tian should bnng^hQnae to his own bosom, whether small 

&i)LJ.ts wil^l}y.persist€;c| in, roa)r n^t in time not only di^ 

, the Ijghi of cpnsc|ence, but extinguish the spirit of gracf^ : 

. vfhi^t^ei'.the ppwer of resistance against great sins may 

•iipt be ^n^ly Withdrawn ais a just punishment for having 

neglected to exert it against small ones; 

. L4!t U8>en4eayqur to.n(iaiiitain in our niln^s the awful 

,'linpres$ip%^ha( perhaps ^mong the ,^rst objects whicli 

«;niay n^e^.ttOiw^eyes y^hm w^ open thei^i m the eternal 

. wprldi iqa^ be that tremendous t>ook, in whicl^, togetht^r' 

.witli cNiic greaft and a^ctual sins, may be recorded in no 

r J6ss prpniinei^t characters, the ample page of omissions, 

of neglected opportunities, and even of fruitless good in- 

.^DtloiM^oi^ which indolence, indecision,' thoughtlessness, 

vai]^ty« tridifisandprai^ra^jination concurred to/rustrate 

.the execution.. , . , 



CH^P.XII, 

In tlmrf^e ef general inquiry, every kind of ignoi auce 
is^ esteemed di^nonrabte. In almost every soili of kno w- 
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ledge the|e ii a competition for superiority. Intellrctnal 
attainments are neyer to be andervalnecL hcarmni^ U 
. the best human thing. All knowledge is excellent as &r 
)b» it goes, and as long as it lasts. But borr short is tbe fie- 
^od before *' tongues shall cease^ and knowledge snail 
timish away !** 
\(Shali we then esteem it disfaonoiirabte to be ignorant 
in*^y thing which relates to life «iid literature, to taste 
and science, and not feel ashamed to live in ignorance f3i 
our own. hearts? 

To hare a floorishing estate and a mmd in disorder;, to 
keep exact accotiuts with a steward and no reckoning 
with on r maker; to have an accurate knowledge of loss 
or g-.iin in our bosin^s, and to remain ntterly ignorant 
whether our spiritual concerns are improving or decliniog ; 
to be cautious in ascertaining at t^e end of every year 
how much we have increased or diminished onr fortune, 
and to be careless whether we have incurred profit or loss 
in faith and holiness, is a wretched miscalcofaition of the 
comparative value of things. To bestow our attention 
on objects in an inverse proportion to their importance, 
is surely no proof that our learning has improved onr judg- 
ment 

That deep thinker and acute reasoner, Dr. Barrow, 
has remarked that *Mt is a |>ecnliar excellency of bnroan 
nature, and which distingnishes man from vie inferior 
creatures more than bare reason itself, that he can reflect 
open all that is done within him, can discern the tenden- 
cies of his soul^ and is acquainted widi his own purpo- 
ses." 

This distinguishing faculty of self inspection wonld no^ 
have been conferred on man, if it had not been intended 
that it should be in habitual operation^ It Is surely, as 
we before obsei-ved, as much a common law t)f prudence, 
to look well to our spiritual as to our worldly possessions. 
. 'We have appetites to control, Imaginations i<o restrain, 
tempers to regulate, passions to SHbdoe, and how can 
this internal work be ejected, how can our thoughts be 
kept within due boimds, bo%r can a proper bias* be given 
to the ai&ctions, how cuo ^ tbe^little state Of man'' be 
preserved from conthmal insurrection, how can this re- 
straining power be maintained, if .this capacity, of dis. 
coming, if Hiis facnity of iuspectinx be not kept in regu- 
lar exercise? Without constant discipline, itina^huation 
«»•!! become an outlaw, conscience an attainted rebel. 
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TbisiBWatd eye, tbis power of introversioD, is givqi) ps 

.'for a continoal , watch upon the sonl. Od an unremitted 

vigilance over its interior motions, those fruitful seeds of 

actioijr those prolific principles of vice and virtue, will 

depend both the formation and the growth of obr moriil 

9nd relijcioa? character. A snpenidalf ^ance 4s npt 

eooQgh ror a thing so deep, an. unsteady view will not snf- 

'fice .n)r a thing so wavering, nor a casual look for a tiling 

' so deceitful as. the homau heart. A partial Inspection on 

any one side, will pot be enough for an object whicii must 

■• heoh^vveii under a. variety, of aspects, because it is a]- 

, ways shifting its poution, always changing its appearap- 

W|e should examine not only our conduct but pur opin- 
. ions; not only onr faults but our prejqdices, not only our 
-propensities but our judgipeiits. Our actions themselves 

- will be ohvions enough ; it is our intentions which require 
the scrutiny. These we.slionld follow op to their remo- 
test bpriogs, scratiuize to their deepest recesses, trace 

' through their m6st perplexing windings. And lest 
' we should^ u^ our pursnit, wander in uncertainty and 
., blindness, let us wake ns^ of that guiding cine which 
the Alnighty has furnished by his word, aiid by his spyi't, 
' foreoudnctingns through the intricacies of tliis labyrinth. 

- " Wliat I know not teach thou me," should be our con- 
stant petition in all our researches. 

Did we torn our thoughts inward, it would abate 
• mneh of the self-complacency with which we swallow 
the flattery of others. Flattery Jiurts notbini wlio flat- 
ters not himself. If we examined our motives keenly, 
we should frequently bludi at the praises our actions re- 
ceive. Jjst us then conscientiously inquire not only wiiat 
we do, but whence and why we do it, from wiiat motive 
and to what end. 

Helf-inspection is the pirfy means to preserve us from 
self conceit. We could not surely so very cxtravagant- 

- ly value a being whom we oui'selves should ^ot only see, 
but feel lo be so foU of fiiults.. SelPacquaintance will give 
IIS a far more deep and intimate knowledge of our own 
errors than we can nossibly have, with all the inquisitive- 
uess of .an idle curiosity, of the errors of otliers. We are 
eager enough to bjame them without knowing their mo-^ 
ti ves. We are no less eager to vindicate ourselves, though 
we camnot be entirely ignoraut of our^wit. . Thus two 
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virtQeft win 1>e acqaired by the same act, hamilit^, %ai 
candour; an impartial review of our own infirmitieB^ be^ 
ing the likeliest way to make lu tender aild compassion- 
ate to those of others. 

Nor shall we be liable so to over-rate oar own jndg- 
inent when we perceive that it often forms sudi fiilse es- 
timates, is so captivated with trifles, so elated with petty 
successes, so dejected with little dtsappeintments. When 
we hear others coomiend our charity which we know is 
ao cold ; when others extol oor piety which we feel tabe 
"ao dead ; when they appland the eiierj^ies of our faith, 
which we mRst know to be so iaint and teeble $ wecanaat 
possibly be 80 intoxicated with die applauaes which oev« 
er would have been given had the applauder known os as 
we know, or ought to know ourselves. If we contra4iet 
him, it may be oply to draw on ourselves the imputatioa 
of a fresh virtue, humility, which perhaps we as little ^ 
serve to have.ascribed to us as that which we have beea- 
renouncing. If we kept a sharp look out, we »honld not 
be proud of praises which cannot apply to us, but should 
rather grieve at the Involuntary fraud of imposing oa 
others, by tacitly accepting « character to which we have 
so little real pretension. To be delighted at finding that: 
people think so much better of us than we are consciaus 
of deserving, is in effect to rejoice in the success of oor 
own deceit. 

We shall also become more patient, more forbearii^g 
and forgiving, shall better endure the harsh judgment of 
others respecting us, when we perceive tliat their opiuioBr 
of us nearly coincides with our own real though onac^ • 
knowledged sentiments. There is much less injury in- • 
curred by others thinking too ill of us, tlian in our tUnk- 
ing too well of ourselves. 

It is evident then, that to live at random, is not the 
life of a rational, much less of an immortal, least of aUof 
an accountable being. To pray occasionaDy, without a 
deliberate course of prayer; to be generous without pro- 
portioning our means to our expenditure ^ to be liberal 
without a plan, and charitable without a principle ; to let 
the mind tloat on the cnrrent of pablic opinion, lie at the 
mercy of events for the probable occurrence of which 
we have made no provision ; to be every hour liable to 
death without any habitual preparation for it •, to carry 
within us a principle which we beUeve wiU eirtsl lhr«tigh 
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dS the coantless ages o/eteroity, a»d yet to malce little 
inquiry wbetfoer that eternity is likely to be bappy or 
imserahle— aU this isanincoiisiderateness which, if adopt- 
ed in the ordinary concerns of life, i;ironId bid fair to ni- 
itt a man's repiitatioti for common sense ; yet of this in- 
fatoattou he vrho lives without self-examination is abso- 
lutely gmtty. 

Nothing more plalnfy shews ns what weak vaseiUatiog 
creatures we are, than the difficulty we find in fixing our- 
selves down to tticfvery self-scrutiny we bad deliberately 
resolved on. Like the worthless Romsm Emperor we re-^ 
tire^ to otrt* closet nndeir the appearaooe of serious occopa- 
tioB» ^ut nti^t now and then be sarpfised, if not in 
e»tcbiDg flies, yet in pursuits nearly as contemptible. 
Som^ trifle which we shooid be ashamed to dwell upon 
at any time, intrudes itself on the moments dedicated to 
serious thoufi^ht^ tecoUection is hiterrapted; the whole 
chain of reflection broken, so tliCat the scattered Imks 
eannot again be united. And so inconsistent are we that 
we are sometimes not sorry to teive a plausible pretence 
for interrapting the very employment in vrhich we had 
just before made it a duty to engage. f*or want of thili 
Bome acquaintance, we remain in otter ignorance of our 
ifmbility to meet even the ordinary trials of ftfe with 
rheerfolness; indeed by this neglect we confirm that ina- 
bility. Nursed in the lap of luxury, we have an indefinite 
notion that weliave but a loose hold on the things of this 
v^orld, and of the world itself.— Qut let some accident 
tafce away, not the world, bat some trifle en which we 
thought we set no value while we possessed it, and we 
find to our astonishment that we hold, not the world only, 
but even this trivial pos^sion with a pretty tight grasp. 
Such detections of our seif-ignorance^ it they do not serve 
to wean, ongh t at least to humble us. 

' There is a spurious Sort of self-examinaiUoi^ whieh does 
not serve to enlighten but to blind. A person who has 
left off some notoiious vice, who has softened some shades 
of a glaHqgsin« or substituted some outward formsin the 
place of ope^ ir religion, looks on his change of character 
with pleasi^re) He compares himself t^ith what he was, 
and views the alteration with self-complacency. He de- 
cehe% lilmself by taking his standard from his fbrmcr 
conduct, or firom the character of still worse men, itfste^ad 
of taking if from the unerring rule of Baipture. Ho 



116 SPLF-EXAMINATION. 

lookt rather at the discredit' than the sioftdness of ins 
former life, and being more ashamed of what is disreputk- 
ble than grieved at what is vicious, he is, in this state of 
shallow reformation, more in danger in proportion as he is 
more in credit. He is not aware ibat it is not having a 
fault or two leas that will carr^ him to heaven, while has 
heart itIfttiU glded to the world and estranged from God. 

If we ever look into oar hearts at all, we are naturally 
most inclined to it when we think we have been acting 
right. Here inspection gratifiies self-love. We have no 
great difficult in directing ow attendoa to an object 
when that object presents us with pleasing images. Bot 
it is a painful effort to compel the mind to turn iji on st- 
sejf, when the' view 6nly presents subjects for regret and 
remorse. This painful dn ty however must be jperformed, 
and will be more salutary in propqjjrtien as it is less plea- 
sant-^Let us establish it into a habit to ruminate on pur 
faults. With the recollection of our Virtues we peed not 
feed our vanity. They will, tftbat vanity does not oblit- 
erate them, bo recorded el»3 where. 

We are also most disposed to look at those parts of oar 
. character which will best bear it, and which conseqoently 
least need it : at those parts which afford most sclf-grat- 
nlatlon. If a covetouit man, for insitanc^, examines him- 
self, instead of turning his attention to the peccant part, 
he applies the probe where he knows it will not go veiy 
deep ; be turns from his avarice to that sobriety of which 
his very avarice is perhap the soui*«;e. 'Another, who is 
the slave of passion, fonmy rests upon some act of g(:ite- 
rosity, which he considers as a fair convuntation for so$ie 
favourite vice, that would cost him more to renounce fiiao 
' he is willing to part with. We are all too much disposed 
to dwell OB that smiling side of the prospect wh|ch plea- 
ses and deceives ns, and to shut our eyes upon that part 
whidi we do not chnse to see, because we are resolred 
not to quit. Self love always holds a screen between the 
superficial self*examiner and his faults, l^e nominal 
Christian wraps himself up in forms which m makes him- 
self believe are religion. , He exttli^.ih: i^hftt he does, 
overl6oks what he ought to do, nor ever s%|>ects that 
what is done at all can be done amiss. " '. 

As we are so indolent that we seldom exaihtne a troth 
on mor^ than one side, so we generally take caretliat it 
shall be that side which sliall confirm someold prejudices. 
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While we will not take pains to correct tbose prejudices 
and to rectify our jnd^inent, lest it should oblige m to 
discard a fiivoorite opinion, we are yet as eager to jodge^ 
and as ibrward to decide, as if we were fully possessed of 
the grounds on which a sound judgment may be made^ 
and a just decision formed. 

We should watch oursel?es whether we observe a sim- 
ple rnle oftruthandjutttice, as well in onr conversation, 
as in onr ordinary transactions ; whether we are ex^ct in 
our measures of commendation and censure ; whether we 
do not bestow extravagant praise where simple approba- 
tion alone is due ; whether we do not withhold commen- 
dation where, if given, it would support modesty and 
eacoorage merit ; whether what deserves onl^ a slight 
censure as imprudent, we do not reprobate as immoral ; 
wliether we do not sometimes affect to overrate ordinary 
merit, in the hope of securing to ourselves the reputation 
-of candour, that we may on other occasions, with less 
sQspicion, depreciate established excellence. We extol 
the first because we fancy tliat it can come mto no com- 
petition withns, and we derogate from the last because 
it obviously eclipses us. 

Let us ask ourselves if we are conscientiously nprigl^t 
in our estimation of benefits ; whether when we have a 
favour to ask we do not depreciate its value, when wc 
iave one to grant we do not aggravate it 

It is only by scrutinizing the heart that we can know 
it. It is only by knowmg the heart that we can reform 
the life. Any careless observer indeed, when his watch 
goes wrong, may see that it does so by casting an eye on 
the dial plate ; but it is only the artist who takes it to 
pieces and examines every spring and every wheel sepa- 
rately, and who, by ascertaining the precise causes of the 
imegnlaritv, can set the machine right, and restore the 
obstructed movements. 

The illusions ofintellectna] vision would be materially 
corrected, by a close habit of cultivating an acquaintance 
with our Hearts. We fill much too kirge a space in our 
own imaginations ; we fancy we take up more room in 
the world than Providence assigns to an individual wiio 
has to divide his allofVnent with so many millions, who 
are all of equai importance in their own eyes ; and who, 
like IIS, are elbowing others to make room tbr themselves. 
Jubt as in the natural world, where every^articleof mat- 
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ter would ftretch itself, and moye out of its place, if it 
were not kept in order by sitrromidiiig particles; fll^ 
pressttre of other parts reduces this to remaiD in a con- 
iinemeDt from which it would escape, if it were not thus 
pressed abd acted npon on all sides. The conscientions 
practice wehare been fecomniending, would greatl]^ as- 
sist in reducing ns to our proper dimensions, and in limit- 
ii^ ns to our proper place. We ^ould be astonished if 
we could see onr real diminativeness, and the speck we • 
aetttally occupy. Vfhea sbaU we learn frooi our owe 
feelings of 'how inach conseqiienc^ every man is to 
Uireself? 

Nor imtst the examination foe occasional, bnt regolaf. 
Let 08 not mn into long arrears, bnt settle onr aciconnts 
^eqtieiitly . little articles will ran iqr to a large am sont, 
if thity are not cleared off. Even onV innocemt <iay8, as 
we may chose to call theai, will not have passed without 
fbrnishing^ their contingent. Oor dehdn^ss in devotion^ 
. ^ur ei^raess forlinman applai»e-rH>nr care to conceal 
onr fmilts rather than to correct them— oor negligent 
pedbroxance of som^ relattye daty-^or imprndence in 
cbxivsrsation, especially at table~-our inconsider^tion-^ 
onr drl^g to the very, edgeof^rmittedindulj^enc^s— 
let ns ke^p these -^IM as keep sdl our mnneroos items in 
small sums. Let ns examine them while the parlicolars 
are fresh in onr memory , otherwise, however we^may flat- 
ter ourselves that lesser efils Will be swallowed up by the 
greater, we may find when we come to settle tbe grand 
account, that they wilt not bethe less rememberedfor net 
Jiavingbeen recorded. 

And let it be one subject ai oar freijuent oiquiry, 
whether since we last scrutinizeid our hearts, onr secular 
affairs, or our eternal concerns have had the predomi- 
nance there. We do not mean which of them has occu- 
pied most of our time, the larger portion of which must, 
necessarily, to the genera]it5r,be absorbed in the ciares of 
Hie present life ; Imt on ^ch onr affections have been 
inost bent ; ^nd especially how ^e have conducted our- 
^selves when there has arisen a competitioa between the 
interests of both. a . . , 

That general burst of shi^ whlcb sil^ frequently rushes in 
• on the consciences of the dying, would be much modera- 
ted by previous hafaStttid sw-examination. 1 fc Will not do 
to repent in the fon^p; The Sorrow must be a^ ci renin- 
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tntiai as tbesia. ladefiiiite repentaueftls do repcBtaace. 
And it is one gr&nd use of sel^inqniry, lo remiBd as thiit 
an nnforsakeo slot are unrepeoted ftios. 
. To a Christian there is this substantial comfort atten* 
diog a minnte sei^ini^eetioni thaf when he finds fewer 
siostobenoted, and morc^ victories pver temptation ob- 
tained, he has » solid evidence of hi3 adTan^ment, which 
well repays his trodbie. 

. The faithfol searcher into hits own hearty' that <^ cham- 
ber of Imagery/' ieels hims^ in t)]« situation of the 
Prophet,* who bdnf conducted in f ision from one idol to 
another, the spirit at sight of^acb, repeatedly enclainis^ 
^'hereiftanotherabonunationr The p^rophet being com* 
mande^ta dig de^er^ the further he penetrated the more 
^vilshe fbon^ WbUe die spirit continued to cry ont^ *^ t 
will shewthee yet more aboroinations." t. 

Self^unination by detecting sel^love, seif^enial hf 
weakening its power^ self-government by r^dticing its 
despotism, tnms the temper of tiie soul fl-ook its natural 
bias, controls the disorderly af^petite, and^ under the itt* 
Ifaience of divine grace, in a good measure restores to tbe 
man that dominion over himself, virhicliGod attifBtgave 
him over the inferior creatiu^s. Desires, passions, and 
^petites are brought to more somewhat more |n their 
ap^inted ordev^ snli^tsno^ tyr^ts. What the Stoics 
vaiiily pretended to, Ghristiaoiiy effects. It restores 
man to a dominion ^wev his own wil^> and in a good 
ineasote enllirones faim^^inthat empire which he had for- 
feited by sim 

He n6w begins to snnrey his • interior, the av^l world 
within ; not indeed with self-complacency, but with the 
control of a Sovereign, he stiU finds too much rebellion to 
indulge security, he therefore continues hi$ inspection 
with vigihince, but without pertnrbatipn.. He c^tioae» 
to experience a remaindejr of tnsttbordinatk>n and disor- 
der, but this rather solictts to a stricter government than 
drives Inm to relax his discipline. 

This self-inspection somewhat resembles the correction "^ 
of a literary performance. Alter many. and careful re« 
visals, though some grosser iaidts nmy be done away ; 
though tbe errors are neither qdite so numerous, nor so 
t;faring as at tiist, yet tlie critic perpetually perceives 
tiiiUt$ whidi he had not perceived before ; Negligences apv 
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pear which be ha^ overlooked, and even defects »tatt bj> 
which had passed on hiai for beanties. fie 6ttds mocb to 
amend, and even to expunge, in what he had before ad- 
«iired. When by rigorous casti^ion the most aekaow* 
ledged fiinlts are corrected, his critical aeomeii, improved 
by exercise, and a more babitnal ac«|iuiintaBce with his 
subject, 8tiH detects and will fyr ever detect, new inper* 
fections. But he neither throws aside his work, nor t6- 
mits bii criticism, which if it do not make the work per- 
fect, will at least make the author humble. Coaactews < 
that if it is not quite so bad as it was, it is still at « inK 
measurable distance from the required excellence. 

Is it not astonishing that we should go onrepea^nf pe. 
riodicaHy, *^ Try me, O God,'' while we are yetnleglee- 
tinfvto try oomlves? Is there not something more like 
d«<&ince than devotion to invite the inspection of Omnis- 
cience to that heart which we ourselves neglect to in- 
Bpect ? How can a Christian solemnly cry out to the Al- 
mighty, '* seek the ground of my heart, prove me and ^- 
amine my thoughts, and see if there be any ways of wick* 
edoess in me,** while he himself neglects to *' examine his 
beart/'48 afraid of <* proving his thou|:hts,*'tind dreads to 
Inquire if tliere " be any way of wicKedness" in himself, 
knowing that the inquiry ought to lead to the expulsion. 

In our self-inqnisition let ns fortify our virtue by a ri- 
gorous exactness in calling things b^ their proper nam^ 
8elf love is particularly ingenious in mventing disguises of 
this kind. Let ns lay them open^ strip them bare, lace 
them, and give them as little qnarter as if they were the 
faults of aootiier. Let us not call wounded pride deh- 
cacy. Self-love is made up of soft and sickly, senstl^i- 
ties. Not that sensibility which melts at the sorrows of 
others, but that which cannot endure the least sufl^riug 
Itself. It is alive in every pore where self is conceraed. 
A touch is a wound. It is careless id inflicting paifv bot 
exquisitely awake in feeling it. It defends itself before 
it is attacked, revenges aJQfronts befbra they are oflfere4^ 
' and resents as an insult the very suspicion of an imper- 
fection. ' 

In order thim to nnroask onr hearts^ let us not be con* 
tented to examine our Tices, let ns examine our vir- 
tues also, *^ those smaller fauhs." Let us scnttioize to 
the bottom those qualities and actions wliich have more 
par^olarly obtained public estimatioiv- 1jg& rs inqtiire 
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if tbey were geimine in ttieprincipley ttmple in tbe inten- 
- tion>bon«rtintiie proiecntion. LiBt mi ask onrsehrea if 
» lome admired instances oor generosity bad. no tincture 
^ vanity, our charity no taint of ostentation? Whetb* 
er^wfaen w^' did sqch a ri|^t action which brought ns 
credit! we sbonldbaye persisted in doing it, had we fore* 
sec^tnat il weidd incur cc»»ui« ? I>o we never deceive 
ovrselves hv mistaking a conatitntional^ indifference of 
iempeat for ChriHian moderation ? I>o we never construe 
a«r lore of ease into deadaess of the worlds Oar ani- 
laal nctivlty uito Christian zeal ? Do we never nttstake 
onr. obstinacy for firmness, 6ur pnde for fortitude, our 
^(fishnesfllor feeling, our lore ot controversy for the 
love or«God>'ettr indolence of temper for superiority to 
* husiaa apiphmse? When we.have stripped our good 
mndHies bare; when we have made all due deductions 
Mir na'tmal temper, easiness of disposition, self-interest, 
desice of admiration, of every extrinsic appendage, eve- 
fy legitimate motive, let us fairly cast up the account, 
imd we shal^ be mortified to see bow little there will re- 
maim Pride may impose itself npon us even in the shape 
of repentance. The humble Christian is grieved at ^s 
.lhiilts,>.the prood man is angry ati them. He is indignant 
when he discovere he has done wrong, not so mnch be- 
cause his sin ofiends €kid, as because it has let him see 
timtiie is/Mt quite so good as he had tried Jto make him- 
'self believe.. • : . 

It is more necessary ^o excite us to thehumbliog of 
^MN* fride than to. the. performance of certain good ac- 
Iknis ; the former is more difficnltjas it is less pleasant. 
^Htat very pride will of itselt stimulate to the perform- 
•nbe of many tilings that are laudable. These perform- 
tpeei will Eeprodiice pride as they were produced by it ; 
Mereas.. humility Jias no outwiard stimulus. Divine 
graee alone produces it It is so far from behig actuated 
by the love of .&me, that it is not humility, titl it has laid 
the desire of fame in the dust 

_ If an actual virtue consists, as we have frequently had * 
occasion to observe, in the dominion over tnecoatraiy 
Ttce» hamiliiy is. the conquest over pri^e, charit>^ over 
aelfishness, not only a victory over tfie natural i^em^ 
per, bujt. a substittition of the opposite (ipality. 1%i$ 
proves that all virtue is fotwded in self-denial, self-denial 
in self-knowledge, and self-knowledge in self-eSamination. 
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Frfdefloinsiimates Itself in alTwe do, and say, and thmk, 
that oar apparent hnmiiitybas not seldom ita origin in 
pride. That very impatience which we feel " at the per- 
cieptioo of onrfanlts is produced by the astonishment all 
finding that we are not perfect. This sense of our sins 
shdnld make us humble but not desperate. It should 
teach m to distmst every thing in oorselyes, and to hope 
for every thing from God. The inbre we lay open tW 
wonnds which sin has made, the more earnestly slnll we 
seek the remedy which Christianity has prwyided. 

But instead of seeking for self-knowledge we are gbitf- 
cing about ns for {pronnfb of self-exaltation. We almost 
resemble the Pharisee who with so much self-complacen- 
ry delivered in the catalogue of hts own virtues ai^ oth- 
er men's sins, and, like thcr Tartars, who think they pos- 
sess the qualities of those they mnr^r, fancied that the 
sins of which he accused the Publican would swell the 
amount of lits own good deeds. Like him we take a few 
items from memory, and a few more from imagination J. 
Instead of pulling down the edifice wlrich pride has rais- 
ed, we are looking round on our good works for bnttres- 
se» to prop it up. We excuse ourselves from the impu- 
tation of many faults by alleging that they are common,, 
and by no means peculiar to ourselves. This is one of 
the weakest of our deceits. Faults ere not less personal- 
ly our's because others commit them. There is divisibi- 
lity in sin as welt as in matter. Is it any diminution of 
our error that others ate sjullty of the same ? 

Self-love being a very industrious principle has gene- 
rally two concerns in hand at the same time. It is as 
busy in aoncealipg onr own defects as in detecting those 
of others, especially those of the wise and good. We 
might indeed direct its activity in the litter instance to 
our own advantage^ lor if the fauTts of good men are in- 
jurious to fl^mselves, they m%ht be rendered profitable 
to us, if we were careful to convert them to their true 
use. But instead of turning them into a means of pro- 
' moting onr Own watchfuhiess, we employ them mis- 
chievausly in two ways. We lessen our respect for pi-" 
ons duiractcrs when we see the infirmities which are 
blended with their fine qualities, and we turn their fail- 
ing into a justification of our own, which are not like 
theirs overshadowed with virtues. I'o admire the ex- 
**llence8of others without imitating them is fruitless ad- 
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miration, to condemn thdr^rron witiiout avoitliog tliem 
is unprofitable cepsoriousDCM. 

When .we are compelled by onr conscieuf o, to ac* 
luiowledge and regret any fault we bavo recently con* 
mittedy thi^ £iaU so pressf^s iifnon our recollection, , that 
we seem to forget that we have any other. This single 
error fills ocur mind, and we look at it as through a teles* 
co|>ey .which, while it shews an object, confines the sight 
to that OQO object e;&clusively.. Othci^ indeed are, more 
efiectuaUy shut ont, than if we were not examining this. 
Unas while the object in qu^tion is magnified, the others 
are as if they did not exist. . . 

It seems to be established into a liind of system not 
ia pro^t t^y any tiding without us, and not to cultivate an 
acquaintance with a^iy thing within ns. Though we are 
perp^tnally remarking o.o the defects of others, yet when 
does the rem^irk lead us to study and to root out the 
same defeats in our owp hearts? We are almpst every 
dayhearipgof Ijiedcatb. of others, )>nt does it induce us 
to reflect on death as a thing in which we have an indi- 
Tidnal concern? . We Consider the death of a firiend as a 
loss, but seldom apply it as a warning. The death of 
otbers. we lament, the faults of others we censure, but 
bow seldom do we make nse of the one for -our own 
amendment, or of the other for our own preparation ?* 
. It is the &shioji of the times to try experiments in. the 
Arts, m 'Agriculture, in Philosophy. In every science 
the diligent professor is always afiraid there may be some 
a^ret wiucb he has not yet attained, some occult princi- 
ple Wfaidiwonid reward the labour of discovery, some- 
tiling, f^vffi^ which the assiduous and intelligent have 
actnally found out, but which has hitlierro eluded Ais 
parsoit. And shall the Christian stop short in his scru- 
tiny, shall be not examine aod inquire tillhe lays hold on 
t^e very heart and core of reli^on ? % 

Why should experimental philosophy be thd prevailing 
•tudy, and experimental religion be branded as the badge 
of enthiuiasm,the cant of anoUow profession? Shall we 
never labour tp establish the distincbon between appear- 
ance and reality, bet ween studying religion critically and 
embracing it practically? between having our conduct 
creditable and oar heart sanctified ? Shall we not aspire 

• rot thb biiit» and m tew oihen oa the tame tul^eet, the Author is 
uidebted to that esceUeat ChrittiCa MoraJUit, M. Mkule. 
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to do tlie best things from the highest motrresy and ele- 
vate oar aims with our attainments I Why should we it^ 
main in the Vestibule when theSanctaary is open? Why 
should we be contented to dwell in the outer courtiwhea 
we are invited to enter into theholiest by the blood of 
Jesus? 

Natural reason is not likely to furnish argmneotft taffi-* 
cieatly cogent, nor motives sufficiently powerifcil^to drive 
us to a close self-inspection. Our corruptions fost^ tldl 
ignorance. To this they owe their undisputed poss^ssioh 
of onr hearts. No principle short of Chrbtianlty is strong 
enough to impel us to a study so disagreeable as thatn 
our faults. Of Christianity, humility is the prime ^itce, 
and this grace can never take root and flourish In 4^eart 
that lives in ignorance of itself. If we do not know the 
l^reatness and extent of our sins, if we do not know ftt 
imperfection of onr virtues, the fallibility of oar best re* 
aointions, the in6rmity of our purest purposes, we cai^ 
not be humble ; if we are i^ot humble, we OBimdt }k 
Christians. 

But it may be asked, is there tobe no end fortius vi^« 
lance ? Is there no assigned period when thissel^elml 
may become unnecessuy ? No given pohit when we mm 
be emancipated from this vexatious self-inspection? 6 
the matured chrbtian to be a slave to the same drudg^ 
as the novice? The true answer is-^we may tease to 
watch, vfhen, our spiritual enemy ceases to ikssall. We 
may be off our guard when there is no longer any temp* 
tatiou without. We may cease our self-denial wh^ thtatt 
is no more corruption wit^. We may giVe the reifts 
to our imagination when we are sure its tendenciet will b^ 
towards h«aven. We m^y dismiss repentance when ^ 
is abotished. We may indulge selfishness when we cun dd 
. it without danger to our souls. We may neglectprayer 
when we A> longer need the favour of God. We ir^y 
cease to pi-aise him when he ceases to; be |;raeious to ui — 
To discontinue our vigilance at any penod short of t^ 
will be to defeat all the virtues we have practised od 
earth, to put to haaard all our hopes of happiness in 
heaven. 
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CHAR XIIL 

#£I,F^L0TE. 

'The idol self;* sayi an excellent old divine,* " has 
made more desolation among men than ever was made 
^ia^tbose places where idols were served by bumau sacriii- 
.,c«a. It Isifl preyed more fi^rc^Iy on buman lives, than 
>Ii^ocb or the Minotaur.* 

\, To woislni^ images is a more obVions, bnt it is scarcely 
a mofe degrading idolatry, than to set up self in opposi- 
tiooto'Gbd, To devqte ourselves to this service is as 
. p^dfect slavery as the service of God is perfect freedom. 
If we cannot imitate thei sacrifice of Christ in his death, 
we are called upon to imitate the Sacrifice of himself in 
liss wilL Even the Son of God declared, ** I came not to 
40 my own wiH, bnt the will of him who sent me.*' This 
m9B iu$ grand lesson, this was his distinguishing cha- 
racter. 

Self-wilt is the ever flowing fonntain of all the evil tern- 
l>ers which d^'rm our hearts, of all the boiling pa^ions 
which inflame and disorder society ; the root of bitter- 
:4ieu 00 whidi aU its corrnpt iVnits grow. We set np onr 
^wn mderstanding against the wisdom of God, and onr 
jomtk pas^ons against &e will of God. If we could ascer- 
. taioilie. precise period when sensualitv ceased to eovern 
ill the animal part of our nature, and pride in tlii intel- 
iectoal, that period would form tiie most memorable sera 
4»f the Christian life ; from ' that momoot be beguis^a new 

, date of liberty and happiness ; from'<that stage he sets out 
OH a new car^erof peaGe,liberty, and virtue. 

Sel^love is a Proteus of all shapes, sliades, and conn** 
jilesdoiis. It has the power of dilaution and contraction 
as best serves ^e occasion. There is no crevice so small 
through which its subtle essence cannot force its wa;^, no 
apace so ample that it cannot stretch itself to fill — It is 

* ^aH degrees of refinement ^ so coarse and hungry as to 
goi^e itself with the grossest adulation, so fastidious as to 
ve^oire a homage as r^ned as itself; so artful as to elude 
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tfa« detection of ordinary obsenrers, so 8|»eciow«t to es- 
cape the obaervatioo of the very heart in whieh it n^gm 
paramount : yet, though so extiaTagant in its appetit!Cl^ 
it can adopt a moderation which ifnposes, a delicacy 'vrhidk 
veib its deformity, an artificial <^racter which keeps its 
real one ont of sight. 

We are. apt to iipeak of self-love as if it were ob^4 
symptom, whereas it is the distemper itself; a matignidi^ 
distemper which has possession of the mond cOnstttfUUM^ 
of;iWhich malady every part of the system participatfli^ 
In direct opposition to the effect prodiiced by the lonek 
oftfae fabled kuig, which converted the basest matecUb ' 
into gold, thiscorriipting principle poHotes^y cotiiilig In 
contact with it, whatever is in itself great and nobi|.. 

Self-love is the centre of the unrenewed heart. This 
stirring princinle, as has been observed, serves indeed* 

The virtuous mind to w«lod; 

but it disturbs it from, its slumber to endsaiid pui|K>MBi 
directly opposite to those assigned to it by our incOdjUMU 
ble bard* Self-love is by no means the ^ tbe'smaUpeb^ . 
ble which stirs the peacefnl lake/* It is rather the pta^ 
up wind within, wliich causes the earth^pmke ; it is tii^ 
tempest which agitates the sleeping ocean,^ Had the^hn^ 
age been as just as its clothing is beauti^l ; or ratiier had 
Mr. Pope been as sonnd a theologian as he was an eai^ 
qoisite poet, the allusion in his hands might have conv^ 
eda sounder meaniiig without losing a particle of its el» 
gance. This might have been effected by only sabstidl- 
ting the effect for the cause ; that is; by making benevot^ 
lence the principle instead of the consequence, and by 
discarding self-love from its central situation intbe e<a»> 
stmction of the metaphor. 

But by arruying a neggarly idea io princely robes, he 
knew that his own ^lendid powers could 'at aiijr time , 
transform meanness into majesty, and defohni^ int6 
beauty. 

Afler all however, U vrai est U seul beau* Had he not 
blindly adofited. the misleading system of the noble 
scq>tic, ** His guide, philosopher and friepd,** he might, 
have transferred the shining attributes of the bftse^bbm 
thing which he has dressed out with so many gmces to the 

* EstsyoQ MSD,L 362. 
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Iq^iSimite daioiaiit, BeneTblence ; of ^n^iiob selflove I9 
WnuriWin being, as be represeDts, the moTiog springy tbat 
llie|r are botti worki9|^in a course of IdcessaDt connterai^- 
tiim, the jiplrit striving' against the fleshy aod the flesh 
Agauist tbe4>irit. 

To christian benevolence all' the happy effects attriba-, 
ted to self-love 'might have been fairly trace<). It was 
iMdy to dislodge the idol and ma1(.c the love of God the 
ceotre, and the poet's deligbtfal niunbers might have con« 
i«y^ troths irc^y of so perfect a veiiide. <* This cen- 
tte moved," does indeed esitcnd its pervadiii^ infinence 
istiieveiif mapner a^i^ribed to t)ie opposite principle > 
idoea indeed spread ri^opi Jts throne in the individual 
breas^ tp all those, successive circles,'' wide and more 
^»ide" of which the poet oj^kes self-love the first niover,* 

The .Afosti^ i,9m^ appears lo have^beep of a different 
•opinion froip the Ethic bard ; he speaks as if he suspect- 
ed that the pebble stirred the lake a little too rouj^ly. 
He traces this miscliievons pruiciple from its birth to the 
largest extent of its malign innuence.— The question, 
^ whence come warsand fightings among you ?** he an- 
swers by another question-?-** come they not hence, even 
4>fyour lusls that war in yoiir members V* 

The ssime pep;ading spirit which creates hostility be- 
t^e^n nations, creates animosity amoirg nci<;bboa)'s, and 
•discord in families. It is the same principle whicb) hav» ' 
inglil. the beginning raade<^ Cain the fii-st male child," 
-amuide^r in hia father's house, has been ever since in 
Berpetmd operation ; has been transmitted in one unbrp- 
kea live of succession, throiigli that long chain of crimes - 
of which history is composed, to the present triumphant 
<0|Ki3ei! of Europe.— »'In cultivated societies^ laws repress, 

^ 8eiMove.tfius poih*^ to social, to Hxine, 
» .;. ^Hyc* tiMei to make thy neighboor't Uessinfi; tliiue, 
Sdi(k»^ bnt genres th« nrttious mind 10 wake 
' As the Mnall tiebble stin the peacefv} Uke ; 
Tbe eeatre moy'd, a circle straight succeeds, 
Aliotber stilt, and stin another spreads ; 
Fnend^paiteBt, neighbour, ^rst H will embnce, 
liis eouairy nmt, and next til htuoan noe., . 

The iwtliorhopes to be forgiven for tliese remarks s she bas Iwx- 
arde4 them for thcsake ofhec moi-e youthful rcaders,F^be has not for- 
gotten thc^tltOe when, in the admiratipn of vonthfiil tnthnsiasm, she 
Barer suspected that the x>riuciple \^ th?se nnished r&rses was less 
excellent than the poerrv. ^ . 
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by ponMiiiig, the overt «ct in private i»divi4f«ils» but tio 
one thing bat the Chffistiaa rel^oo has ever heea de<M 
to cleanse tiie sprinf . 

^ The heart is deceitiiil above all thinf^ and daspeiate- 
)y wicked, who can knovr it ?'* This proposition, this iii* 
terrogAtioo, we read with complacesey, and both .the 
aphorism and the qaestioa being a portion of serqaive^ 
we think it would not be decent to controvert it. We 
read it however with a secret reservation* that it iaoaiy 
the heart of all the rest of the woHd that ia meant, md 
we rarely make the application which the . Seriptare uh 
tended. Bach hopes that there is one heart wfaidi. may 
escape the charge, and he makes the single exeeptioiiMi 
lavour of his own. Bnt if the exeeptioii whieh^;.e««iy 
onemakes were true, there wonld not be a deeeiltiilor 
vricked heart in the worid. 

As a theory we are reac^ eno«|j^ to admire sel^hHOi»> 
ledge, yet when the practice comes in qnestio^.we^lieat 
blindfold as if onr happiness depended on our ignoraoce. 
To lay hold on a religions truth, and to Qtaiotain ear Md, 
is no easy mattnr. 'Onr nnderstaadiags are not mora tea*' 
dy to receive than onr afiections to loseit. We like to 
have an intellectnal knowledge of dtvioe, tilings, bat Mm 
cidtivate a spiritual acquaintance with them cannot be 
effected at jo cheap a rate. We. can even mow readHj 
force ourselves to believe that which has no siSiimty witii 
onr nndemtandhigy than we. can bring ourselves to ehnaa 
that which has no interest in our will, no correspo«deiic« 
with onr passions. One of the first dntiesof a christian is ttt 
endeavour to conquer this antipathy to the self denying 
doctrines against which the human heart so sturdily hoMt 
out The learned take incredible pains for the vacqtnsjh 
tion of knowledge. The philosopher cheerfnlly consumes 
the midnight oil in his lahorions pursuits; he wlfioi^y 
sacrifices ibod and rest to conquer a difficulty in saenoet 
Here the Iflbour is. pleasant^ the fatigue is grateful, ^ 
very difficulty is not without its charms. Why do we feejl 
so differently in our religious pursuits? Because in the 
most operose hnman studies, there is no eontradiction of 
^elf, there is no opposition to the will, there is no combat 
of tiie affections. If the passiona are at all implicated, if 
self-love is at all concerned^ it is rather in the way of £{»• 
tification than of oppositioo. 
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Itiere ii ^nch a thing as a, mechaibi^al CbmtiaDity. 
Shtae^ are fOod imitations of religion^ so wdl executed 
aad so resembling as not only to deceive the spectator 
tfu t the artist. Self-love in its various artifices to deceive 
OB to our mia, sometimes makes use of a means, which if 
fwoperlynsed, is one of the most beneficild tliat can be 
devised to preserve us from its influence, the pemssd ef 
pious books. 

But these very books in the hands of the ignorant, tiie 
indolent, and the self-satisfied, prodnce an oSect direct- 
ly contrary to that whieh they were intended to produce, 
ad which they aotnally do prodnce on minds prepar- 
ed ior the perusal. Th% inflate where they were inten- 
dcd td/humbte. As some hypocondriacs, who amose 
tifeir melanclioly hours with consulting indiscriminately 
«very medioal book which falls in their way, fapcy they 
Hud tiieir own case iuvcvery page, Aeir own ailment in 
tile idlment of ev.ery patient, till they believe they actual- 
ly ftei every pain or which they read, though the work 
treats of cases diametrically opposite to their own— ^ 
the reKgious valetiidinarian, as unreasonably elaled as 
the ethers are <|epressed, reads books descriptive of a 
btgMy religious state, with &• same unhappy sel^ppU. 
calioB. He fsels his tphritnal pulse by a watch, that Us 
no movements in common with it, yet he fancies that 
they go exactly alike. He dwells with delight on symp- 
tctaaly not one of which belongs to him, and flatters 
hinUelf with their supposed agreement. He observes in 
ttose books wha^are the signs ef grace, and he observed 
Item with complete sel^pplieatton ; he traces what ate 
tbt evidences of being in God^i favour, and those eviden- 
ciia he finds in himself. 

Mf^iffRorance appropriates truths faithfully stated but 
Sicily inapplicable. The presumption of the novice ar-' 
logates to Itself the experience of the advanced Christian. 
He is persuaded that it is his own ease and seises on the 
consolations which belong Only to the most elevated piety. 
S«l^knowteiiilge would correct tlie judgment It woiud 
t^ach a$ to use the pattern Ueld out as an original toco- 
1^, instead of leadmg us to &Acy that we are already 
wrought ioEto the assinudatioB. It would teach i|s wh^ 
we read the history e^ au established Christian, to labour 
after a conformity to, it, instead of mistaking it, for the 
delineation of our own characCer; n" ] 
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Hanun pradence, daily experience, self-love^ aU Uftch 
ufl to distrust others, bat all motives combined db not 
teach as to distrust oarselves ; we confide unresenrediy 
in oar own heart, Uiongh as a guide it misleads, as a 
Goanseilor it betrays. It is both party and jndge* As 
the one, it bHnds through ignorance, as the other, it w^ 
quits throoi^ partiality. 

Though we valne oarselves upon our discretion in not 
confiding too implicitly in others, yet it would be difficnU 
to find any friend, any neighbour, or even any tcnewy 
who has deceived us so often as* we have deceived ow* 
selves. If an acquaintance betray its, we take waniii|g« 
are on the watch, and are carefal not to tnwt him again. 
But however frequently the bosom traitor deeev^e and 
mislead, no such determined stand is made agannst k». 
treachery : We lie as open to his next assauU as if he had 
never betrayed us. We do not profit by the remeni-^ 
brance of the past delusion to guard Sigauist the future. . 

Yet if another deceive us, it is only in matters res- 
pecting this world, bat we deceive ourselves in tbvi0 «f 
eternal moment The treachery of others can only vkct 
our fortune or our fame, or at worst o^r peace; but tiie 
internal traitor may mislead us to our everlasting^destnic- 
tion. We are too much disposed to suspect others whp. 
probably have neither the inclination nor the power t» 
mjore us, bat we seldom suspect our own heart thouKfa it 
possesses and employs both. We ought however Siujn 
to distinguish between the siinple vanily and the hypocri- 
sy of self'Io ve. Those who content then^elves with ^•. 
ing as if the praise of virtue implied the practice^ an4' 
who expect to be thought good^ because they cpmrnepd 
goodness^ only propagate the deceit which has misled- 
themselves, whereas hypocrisy does not even believe her^ 
self. She has deeper motives, she has designs to answei , . 
competitions to promote, projects to effect. But mete 
vanity can subsist on the thin air of thi^ admiration she 
solicits, without intending to get any thing by it She 
is gratuitous in her loquacitv ; for she is rei^y to display 
her own merit to those who have nothing to give in return, 
whose applause brings nQ profit, and whose censiire no. 
. disgrace. 

It is not strange that we should judge of things not ac- 
cording to truth, but according to the opimon of btliefs 
in cases foreign to ourselves, eases on which we have no 
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e&tttet means of detennming ; bat we do it in things 
wUcb' relate imuiedtately to ourselves, thns making not 
truth but the opinion of others onr standard in points 
ifVith others cannot know, and of which we ought not 
to be ignorant. We are as fond of the applauses even of 
the upper gallery as the dramatic poet. Like him we af- 
fect to despise the mob considered as individual Judges, 
yet tt a mass, we povet their applause. Like him we 
feel strengthened by the number of voices in our favour, 
and vre less anxious about the goodness of the work, than 
the loudness of the acclamation. Success is merit in the 
eye of both. 

But 9ven though we may put more refinement into 
our self Wve, it is self-love stilt. No subtlety of reason- 
ing, no elegance of taste, though it may disguise the rad- 
ical principle, can destroy it. We are still too much in 
love widi flattery even though we may profess to despise 
that praise which depends on the acclamations of the vul* 
gar. 'But if we are over anxions for the admiration of 
thebetter bom and the better bred,this by no means proves 
that we are not vain, it only proves tliak our vanity has 
a better taste. Oar appetite is not coarse enough per- . 
baps to relish tlrat popularity which ordinary ambition 
covets, but do we never feed in secret ou the appUinscs 
of more distinguishing judges ? Is not tlietr having extol- 
led our merit a confirmation of their discernment, and 
the chief ground of onr high opinion of theirs ? * 

But if any circumstance arise to induce them io change 
the too favourable opinion which they had formed of us, 
though their general character remain unimpeachable, 
afid their general conduct as meritorious as when we 
moH admired them, do we not begin to jvdge themnn- 
iavourably? Do we not begin to question their claim to 
that discernment which we had ascribed to tb^m, to sus- 
pect tiie soundness of their judgment which we had so 
loudly commended? It is well if we do not entertain 
some donbt of the rectitude of their principles, as we 
probably do of the reality of their friendship. We do 
not candidly allow for the efiect which prejudice, which 
mhirepresentation, which party may produce even on an 
nprtght mind. Still less does it enter into our calcula- 
tion that we may actually have deserved tlipir disappro 
batibu, that something in our conduct may have incurred 
the change in theirs. ^ . 
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If is no tow attafnment to detect this larkk^ mjoBtiee 
in our hearts, to strive againSt it, to pray against it, mA 
especially to conquer it. 'Wt may reckon that we have 
acquired a sound principle of integrity when prejudice m» 
longer blinds our judgment, nor resentment biasses Mr 
justice ; when we do not make our opinion of another, 
depend on the opinion which we conceive he entertains 
. ot'ns; We must keep a just measure, atid faold'an evei> 
balance in judging of ourselves as well as of Others /We 
must have no false estimate which shall incline to condem- 
nation without, or to partisiHty within. The examiitfnS: 
principle must be kept sound or our determinatioa will 
not bef exact. It must be at on^e a testimony of dor tte- 
titude, and an incentive to it. ." -^ 

In order to improve lihis principle^ we shonld make it 
a test of our sincerity to search out and fo cohnneiid th& 
good qualities of those who do not Hke us. Bat this must 
be done without affectation, and withotit insincerity* 
We must practise no false candour. If we are not on 
our guard w6 may be laying out for the praise of g^neros-^ 
ity, wfaUe we are only exercising a sirnple act of jastiee.. 
l%ese refinements of seif-Iove are tlie dangen only of 
t^irits of the high^ order, but to such the^ are dangers. 

The iogieouity of self-deceit is inexhaustible. If peo- 
ple extol us, we ieel our good opinion of ourselves con-> 
firmed. If they dislike us, we do not think the worse oT 
ourselves^ but of them; it is not we who want merit but 
Ihey who want penetration. If we cannot refnls^ them, 
discernment, we persuade ontiselves that they are oof to 
much insensible to our worth as envious of it. Tb^re il 
ao shift, stratagem, or device which we do not etepMiir 
to make us stand well with ourselves. f 

' Wc are too apt to calculate ottr own character imfi^^ 
in two wa^, b} Tefbrrin^ to some one signal act of gen- 
erosity, as if such acts were the' common habit of Mv 
lives, and by treating our habitual faults, not as comd^on 
habits, by occasionaf iaitures. There is scarcely an^ 
fault in another which dfiends us more than vanity, thon^ 
perhaps there is none that really injures us so little. We 
nave no patience that another shonld be as full of self- 
love as we allow ourselves to be ; so full of himself as-te 
have little leisure to attend to us. We are particular^ 
(joick-sighted to the smallest of his iroperfectio'ns Whidi 
interferes with our ^elf-esteem, ^ile we are . lenient to 
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ins more gffxfi dfieiicesy which by not coming in contact 
-vithoiNr vanityi; do not «hock;ottrwlf-]ove. - . 

Is it not strange that thottgfa we love ourselves so mncli 
l^ttef thain we U^ve any otber persoBy yet there is 
v^hrdlyone, however little we value tiim, that we .had 
not rather he alone with^ that we had not rather con- 
verse withy that we had- not rather come to close qaar- 
tersrwilh^'than oorselves? Scarcely one whose privlite 
history, whose thoughts, feehngSf /actions and motive^ 
yte bad net rather pry into than oar own ? Bo we not ese 
every art and contrivance to avoid getting at the truth of 
OQr own character? Do we not eitideavonr to keep onr- 
Belves ignorant ^f what «very one else knows respecting 
onr fai^U, and do We not account that man oar enemy, 
^o Ukes on himaelf the best office of afhend, that 
of opening to ns bar real stfrte and condition?. 

The little tfatis&ctionpeoj^ find when they faithfbUy 
took within^ mtk^^ them fly more eagerly to things with* 
cnU Early pnctice jdid4ong' habit might conquer the 
lepagnimceto look at homeland the fondness for looking 
abroad: Familisirity often inakes us pleased with the 
ftoeiety which While straifgelns, we dreaded. Intimacy 
wittlonrselve^ might prb^ce a simihur effect. 

We might perhaps eoUec t a tolerably just knowledge 
of olir Own character, could we. ascertain tiie real opin- 
ion of others respeetii^ ns ; but that opinion being, ex- 
ceprih a moment of resentment, carefully kepi from ns 
bv^ur own precautions, profits ns nothing. We do not 
(wnse to kpow their secret sentiments, because we do 
aotchnse to be cored of .our error; because we ^ love 
darfcness.rather than iight ;" because we eonceive that in 
parting with pur vanity^ we should part with the only 
comlert we have, thatof being ignorant of our own faults. 

Self-knowledge would roateriaUy .conthbiite to our. 
happ^OM, by curing us of thfrt aeu-^nffieieu^ which is 
continually exposing fis .to mblrtl;fications. . Ine hourly 
rubs and vexations which pride undergoes is fiir more 
than an equivalent for the short intoxications of pleasure 
which it soatdies. 

The enemy Irithin 13 always in a confederacy with the 
enemy without| whether that enemy be the world or the 
devil. The domestic fee accomroodatei itself to their al- 
hiremeiits, .flatters our weakneses, throws a veil over our 
vices, tarnishes our good deed^ gildl ^ur bad ones. 
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hoodwinks our judgment, and works hard to conceal oar 
loternal springs of action. 

' Self-love has the talent of imitatimj whatever the world 
admires even though itshonld happen to be the Christian 
virtues. It leads us from our re^rd to repntation to 
avoid all vice?, net only which would bring punishment 
but discredit by the commission. It can even assnme 
the zeal and copy the activity of Christian charity. It 
communicates to our condnct those proprieties and gra- 
ees, manifested in the condnct of those who are actuated 
by a sounder motive. The difierence lies in the ends 
firoposed. The object of the one is to please God, of 
the other to obtain the praise of hian. 

tjelf-love judging of the feelings of others by tti own, 
is aware that nothin||[ excites so mnch odium as its own 
eliairacter would do, if nakedly exhibited. We fee), by 
our own disgust at its exhibition in others, how mnch dis- 
gust we ourselves shonld excite djd we not invest it with 
the soft garb of gentle manners and a polished address. 
IVhen therefore we would not condeiveend ** to take the 
lowest place, to think others better than ourselves, to be 
courteous and pitiful^" on the true Scripture grooixd, po- 
liteness stents in as the accredited substitute of bnmilnyy 
and the counterfeit brilliant is willingly worn by those 
who will not he at the expense of the jewel. 

There is ^ certain elegance of mind which will often 
restrain a well-bred man from sordid pleasnres and gross 
voluptuousness. He will be lied by his good taste per- 
Imps not only to abhor the excessesof vice, bnt to admire 
the theory of virtue. But it is only the crapute bt' vice 
which lie will abhor. Exquisite grati6cations, sober Ins- 
nry, incessant but not unmeasured 'etijoyment, form the 
principle of his plan of life, and if he observe a temper- 
ance in his 'pleasnres, it is only because excess would take 
. off the edge, destroy the zest, and ahridgethe gratifica- 
tion. By resisting gross vice he flatters himself that be 
18 a temperate man and that he has made all the sacrifices 
which self-denial imposes, inwardly satisfied he com- 
pares himself with those who have sunk into coarser indal- 
genct^s, enjoys his own stipcriofity in healtli, credit and 
unimpaired faculties, and triumplis in the dignity of hid 
own character. 

There is, if the.expression may be allowed, a sort of re- ■ 
ligious self-deceit, an affectation of huBiility which is in 
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reality foil of self, wliicli is entiiely occupied with sel^ 
which resoiyes all importaoce into what concerns seli^ 
which «Dly looks at thiiigs as, tliey refer to self. Tliis reli- 
gions vanity o{>erat|e8 in two ways.— We not only fly oat 
at the imputation of the smallest individual fault, while at 
Uie same time we affect to charge ourselves with ihore 
MMrruption than is attributed to us ; but on the other 
haody wliiie we are lamenting our general want of all 
goipdLn£ss^ we fight for every particle that i; disputed. 
The one quality that is in<mestiou always happens to be 
the vei^ one to which we muti lay claim, however deti- 
<lient in others. — ^Thus, iivhile renouncing the pretension 
to every virtue, ''* we depreciate ourselves into all.'' We 
had r^jber talk even of our faults than not occupy the 
faregrouiid of the canvas. . 

Humility does not consist in telling oar faults, hilt in 
bearing to be told of them, in bearing them patiently and 
even thankfully ; in correcting ourselves when told, in 
not hating those who tell us of them. If we were little 
ia our own eyes, and felt our real insignificance, we 
should avoid raise humility as much as mere obvious van- 
ity ; but we seldom dwell on our faults except in a gene, 
ltd way, and rarely on those of which we are really guil- 
ty. We do it in the hope of being contradicted, and thus 
of beim confirmed in the secret good opinion we enter- 
tain of ourselves. It is not enough that we inveigh 
against ourselves, we must in a manner forget ourselves. 
This oblivion of self from a pure principle would go far- 
ther towards oor advancement in Christian virtue than 
the QUMt splendid actions performed on the opposite 
^ound. * 

. That self-knowledge which teaches as hnmilitv teaches 
us^ompasMon also. The aick pity the sick, l^ey sym- 
patbia^ with ihe disorder of wliich they feel the symp- 
toms in themselves. Self-knowledge also checks mjus- 
.,tice by etttablishing the equitable principle ofshewing tlie 
kindness we expect to receive ; it represses ambition by 
convincing us how little vre are entitled to niperiority ; 
.it )-end.ers adversity profitable by letting us see how mucli 
we deserve it; it makes prosperity sale, by directimi; our 
l^earts to him who confers it, instead a^ receiving it as Ihe 
consequence of oar own desert. 

We even carry our self-importance to the foot of the 
^ thvone of God. When prostrate tliere \ve are not reuui- 
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redy k ift HWyto iforfi&t onrselvefy kntme, «re rie^niie^ to 
remember, him^ We hi^v» M«ecl,imioh ain.to Umei|£j 
bnt we haare also^aiuota mercy,/ W^dore* ^ Me .b«ve vimM' 
toftik; l»tiriCtbti^e.lUbewi8e,.«MM4i to «ekjpowledge»: 
Yet our iafieite QbMgetieii9 MhGe<l|d4K*u(«tr.fi)l^oer.b(^yrt^ 
balf as imieh as ape^y uneaMWW .ejf.onr 0ym ', :llojF.mr 
infioHe pei&etiensms mocb ^BOnxeq^m vm^U^mi^ ' -v 
Tbe greats the only tfectq^t 49ti4ot9^tO(feifrJoy<( i^i<^. 
{;et the love of CioAttifl* oj^oi^ «eiglHi«|uv ^nmbr i^ted 
in the heart. YelsletefteMT beiir.i«l>fyun^ tt^^t^defieiir 
deuce on ov feUowcC«Ml«re« » ^afj^iitfy tOfbe AJr^idfli 
as love of them as jtor. he cwMivaM* .There .!» noneJ^ 
Ood >oii whom the pvineiplietaf Iftf^e imd dei>eode9e#£nmit 
bntoneduty. -v'-v - ; t=^i:ifc7; .-m - 
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ON TBI coxi>vcT 0v^cntmilLy8.iir.«ttfliftiMEBR'' 

OOVftSft'VVITtt.TteK ■IBitBLfaiOfi8*'>' ' v'4> - 

THE^comt^Qa|ipnef,ji^e^rity with dUp^i^etiton if tiie , 
precise point at whicb^ierfoj^ cliristiaa'ii^pst aim lA^ 
intercourse, and especially ip bis d|e^t^&3.^ii^elij^%.with 
men of the c>ppoai|e d^sj|uipiio^. B^ must^onsider liim- 
self at Q9t on^ baivmj| l^jis^m |epiit|itio;9i!^iL^,t{ie hK^QPW ^ 
of religion in his kecpiiigr /while bV must on th.e, onc^ 
band " set hU %^/|%^fliiir M|UI&|.^^^tbii«ittotmigr ' 
be constrned inipcofnpc^misift i9r.^i[lbiopx in^!. 4f^.ii°^ 
orconpeaiingaqy^rfetfa^if^th^^^r j^i 
comman^ed.diiyf , in^rd^ri ^, )ifqm;iiiatefav^i]f 4, jbejno^U 
on the4>Ujer h^B$^b^^^<;»ap^^^9^y.c^ef^lqe5r^^^^^ n^nn 
<ain a chrislinn ^^tryne Witb^ivpi Iq^i^nsti^ tenipen^iln. 
endeavouring to ^f^ntince^bg n^pti jtet c$mi^<^s ^ ijs^* 
lessly Co irritate, J«e, inpfit d/^^f u^g«is)i f^gme«» tniwi , 
oar of Ooda|[)d.tb6^p^d0ni^b^iO»n^#^(acter, ^nAstJifV. 
be pertinaQio»|dy.susi»^rl^g;iM^ jifi^tf, t|M* pretcnfai* 
that be is only niainfaming th^ i?t^fj|^ 1(11^' dislike ^jn§ 
excited against the (Usp^t^t jf^^t <^^|lraii^er|^^ to the 
principle, and the adversai^^'i^fj^QiinJ^ oi>imen of re- 
ligion is augmented by the faults of its .cbaniiion. At the 
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BUSit tfine the iiitempenite chmnpion puts it ont of hit 
power to be of soy futore service to tlieiMn whom his 
4^eiMive fiiaiiiien lave di«giute4. 

A seriottsefamtiaD, it k true, feels an honest indignation 
at hetarms those truths oninrhieb his everla»tHig^hope8 de- 
pend, tishtly treated. He cannot but feel his heart rise* 
at the affiroot offered to his Maker. But instead of call- 
mfi down fiie fram heaven on the revller's liead, he* 
wiil naise a secret supplication to the Ood of heaven in 
his fiivonr, which^ if it change not the heart of his oppo- 
neat, vHU not only tranqnilise his own, but soften it to- 
wsrda his adversary -, for we cannot easily hate the man 
£Br whom we pray. 

He wh.0 advocates the sacred canse of Christianity 
should be particuhuiy aware of fancying that his being 
relifllous win atone for his behiji disagreeable ; that his or- 
thoioxy will justify his unchantableness, or his seal make 
np for his iadiseretion. He must not persuade himself 
that he has been serving God, when he tiis only been grati- 
tyiog his own resentment ; when he has actually by a fie- 
ry cMBflce prefndieed the cause widcb he might periiaps 
luive advanced by tempeiate argument, and perfuasive 
mildness. Even a judicious silence under great provoca- 
tioa is, in a warm temper^ real forbearance. And though 
'* to keep silence from good words^ may be pain and 
grief, yet the pain and grief most be borne, and the sl- 
lenee must be observed. 

We sometimes see imprudent religionists ^lory In the 
attacks which their own indiscretion has invited. With 
more vanity than truth they apply the strong and ill cbo- 
ien term of persecution/ to the sneers and ridicule which 
Ufme impropriety of manner or some inadvertency of 
thetr own has occasioned. Now and then it is to be fear- 
ed the censure may be deserved, and the high profes- 
sor may possibly be but an indifferent moralist. Even a 
good man, a point we are not sufficiently ready to con- 
cede, may have been btemable in some instance, on 

1h his censnrers will naturally have kept a keen eye^ 
l^e occasions how forcibly does the pointed caution 
p^ which was implied by the divine moralist on the 
It, and enforced by the Apostle Peter, to distinguish 
hose sake we are calumniated. 
Bv the way this sharp look ont of worldly men on the 
proielsor» of religion, is not without vejy important usef'* 
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Wbiie it serves to |»roiii6te circnibsfiectiQii in .the veal 
christian ; the detection to which- it \^A^ in the .Gaee,pf 
Hie hallow professor, forms, a hrtiafl apdoaefH) tine of ^- 
tmctton hetweea two classes of cbaracteri 9Q essentia% 
distinct, and yet so frequently^ sonnjnstiyy^iidao malef'^ 
dentty confounded. 

'The world brieves, or at least affects to tic)ievc« that 
the correct and elegant mioded religious mas U. bind 1^ 
Hiose errors and inarmities, that eccentricity *iid IM 
taste, that propensity to diverge from the ^rait Uae of 
prudence, winch is discernible in some piOns butilKjodg- 
mgmen,and which deligfatandgratifytheenemi^s of true 
piety, as furnishing them with so plaasihle a gn>mid for 
censure. Bat if the more jadicions and betteK-iD^iQed 
christian bears with these infirmities, it i*,not that he 
does not clearK perceive and entirely condemn them. 
Bat he beats with what he disapproves for the sake of 
the seal, the sincerity, the general usefolnpsa^of these de- 
pictive chsractersT: These good qimhtieaare totally over- 
lookod by ^le qensurer, who is ever on the watch 4oag> 
gravate the failings which christian clwrity lamente with- 
out exl^natiog. It bears with them ISroai the Relief tl»t 
fanpropmety is less mischiefoas than carelessness, a had 
judgment than a bad heart, and sdmomieexcesaeaot 
aeal than gross mfimoFatity, or tqtalindiffereneer . 

We are not ignorant how much truth itself otTends^ 
though nnassociated with any thing tliat is^ displeasing. 
This ^mislies an important rule imt toadd to the una- 
voidable i^eoce^ by mixing the faults of our own charac- - 
terwith the cause we support t beoaose we.may be-cer- 
tain that the enemy will4ake care never to^parate them. . 
He wiUalways voluntarily maintain the pernicious asi«)fri- 
atioa in hii^ own. mind. He ^ will never thinker speak o* , 
religion without connecting with • it the real or inipvted 
bad qualities of all- the neftigioo^ men he knows or has 
heardof*-' . •■ ■ ■' .-■ ■.■ ..-,-. ' 

Let net theatliefriendsjof rti'bthttnneeessarily ictcreasct . 
the number of her enemies., Let4)er«ot.h9veato|^e 
to sustain the assaults to which her divh^^ eharactea in^v* 
itablysubjeets'4ier^a«d tfaeoblofuy to which theinftsmi- 
ties and foibles of her injndiekms^ and if there aire i^y. 
vuch, her unworthy champions esposeher^ 

But we sometimes justiiyonr rash vio|tncea|iderc(^ 
Nir that oiar correct piety cannot endure the faults of 



WITH TBE IRftBLIOlOCS. 139 

otters. iW Pharisees .OTeriowing >kb wfekednels 
themaehres, ouide tbe^ ea^actoess of their j9 wn Tir tne a pre- 
tence ibr looking with horror, on the.pahlii»i»» whom 
otir Sbvioar regfurded Mritb corapainoiiate .tendemeMy 
while be reprobated with keen severity the tin» and es- 
pecially the eensoribusness of their accapers. ** Charity," 
says an admirable French writer, ^ iathat law which Je« 
8n» Christ came down to bring into the world, to repabr 
the dirisions which sin has intr^dnc^d In it ; to he the 
proof of the reconcitiatiOQ of man with God, -by bring- 
ing htm into obedience to tdbe divine law;, to reconcile 
him to himself by sabjugatmg hi& passions to< his reason ; 
and- in .^neto reconcile mm to all mankindy by cnring him 
of th^enre to domineer over them*" 

Bat we put it out of our power to become the instru- 
ments of God in promoting the spiritual good of any 
one, if we stop up the ayenoe to his heariby violence 
or iropradeoc^' Wenot^nlyput it out of our power 
to do good to all whom we disgust^ hot are we not liable 
tovfome responsibilily lor the fittlore nf aU the good we 
might have done them, had we not .forfeited oar influ- 
ence by our indiscretion I What we/do not Jx> others 
in reUeving their spiritual as wellas faiodl^ wtots, Christ 
will punish an not having been done to himself. This is 
one of the cases in which our own reputation is so in9epa- 
rabW connected with that of reftgioDj^ tha.t we should be 
tenderofoneforthesake of the other. • ' -. ^ 

The modes of doing good in society are vatrions., We 
should jhaipen our discernment to discover them, aod our 
zeal to pnt them in practice.. If wecannotopen a man's 
eyes to the truth of religion by our argumentf , wo may 
perliaps open them to its beauty Uy our moderation. 
Thoogb he iuav dislike Christianity hs itself, he may, from . 
admiring the forbearance of the Christiaii, -be at last led 
to admire the principle from whicfh it flowed. If he 
have hitherto refused to listen to the written evidences of 
relfl^n, the temper of her advocate may be a new evi- 
dence of so engaging a kuid, timt his heart may be open- 
ed by the sweetness of the one to the verities of the oth- 
er. He will at least be bren^t to allow that that rel^ion 
cannot be vei^ bad, the fruits of which are so amiable. 
The conduct of thedasciple may in time bring him to the 
feet oi the master. A new combination may be formed 
in bis mind. He may begin to tee what he had supposed 
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amtiiMtiiie^ reconciled, to oqlle Una things i?hich hft 
tiMnight at impoctsiMe to be broui^t together as the two 
poles, he may begin to couple cfUHJoar with Cbristiamty. 
. But if the mitd advocate fail to eoBvince, he may per- 
suade ; eveaif he fail to persuade, he wiU at least leavo 
oo the mind of the adversary saeh ftvonrabie impres-> 
sions,a» may induce htm to inquire larther. < H» may be- 
able to employ on some fatnreoocasiett, to more effecta- 
al pnipooa, the credit which his fbrbeoitmice will have 
obtained for him« whereas uncharitable vehemence wiH- 
probably have forever shot the ears and^dosed the heart 
of his opponent against any fatnre tatereonrse. 

But even if the temperate pleader should not be sohap* 
p^ as to produce any considerable eibct on the fi^wl of 
bu anta^ist, he is in any case promoting the interests 
of his own soul ; he is at least imitating dhe faith and p^ 
tience of the saints ; he is cultivating that ^ meefc and 
quiet sphrit" of which his blessed master gave at once 
the rule, the ii^ction and the praise. 

If *^ all bitterness and clamour and malice and evil 
speaking" are expressly forbidden in ordinary eases, 
surely the prohti»itiosi BUist more peculiarly apply to tlie 
case of religious controversialists. Suppose Vottaire 
and Hume haid been left to take their measure of our rer 
ligion (as one would really suppose they bad) from the 
defences of Christianity liy their very able ooatempora* 
ry Bishop Warbnrton.^ When tbey saw this GoliaCfa in 
talents and learning, dealing about his ponderous blows, 
attacking with the same powerful weapons, not the ene- 
mies only, but the friends of Christianity, who happened 
to see some points in a different light from himselr ; not 
meeting them as his opponents, bat pouncing on theni aa 
his prey, not seeking to defend himself, but tearing them 
to pieces } waging offensive war, delighting in unprovek-. 
ed hostiiity-^when they saw him thus advocate the chris- 
tian cause with a ipirit diametrically opposite to Christi- 
auity, wx>nld titeyuot exoltiagly ekclaim, in direct oppo- 
sition to the exclamatioo of the apostolic age, ** see 
how these Christians iutie one another!" Whereas had 
his vast powers of mind apd astonishing compass of 
knowledge been sanctified by the angelic meekness of 
Archbisiiop Le^ton, they would have been compelled 
to acknowledge, if Christianity be talse* it is after alt so 
amiable that it deserves to be true. Might they not have 
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iqiplled to thefle two {Hrelftl^i! wi»t mw said . of Bosiniet 
aod FendoOy **iun pvawe la iie%>^ i'tfulre la /ar^ 



if w^ studionsly contrived how to fmnirii the most 
complete trimuph to in^dels, contentious theology wooM 
be cor best contrivance. They enjoy the wounds. the 
combatants inflict on each other, not so much, from the 
personal ii^ury which either might sostain, as from the 
cooyiction that every attack, however it may terminate, 
weakens the common, cause. In all engagements with a 
foreign foe, they know that Christianity mntt come off 
triumjphantly. AU their hopes are founded on a civil 
war.. 

If a/orbearing temper shonU be maintained towards 
the irreligious, how much more by. the professors of reli* 
gion towards each other. As it iaa Jamental>le instance 
of^ ii^man infirqi^y that th^re is often muchhostUity cai^ 
Tied on by gpod men who pxofess the same Anth ; so it is 
a strikmg proof of theiitigioua natnre of man that tfaiaspi* 
rit is len excited by broad distinctions, (such as con* 
science ought not to reconcile) than by shades of opiraoa, 
shadea so few and slight, that tiie iprorld would not know 
they existed at ali, if by their animosities thedispntants 
w^ire not so impatient to inform it. 

While ure should never withhold a jclear and honest 
avowal of the neat priuciplea of onr jreligiotv let ns di»- 
cr^tiy avoid dwelling on mconsidemble distinctions, on 
w)iiclv as they do not affect the essent^ls . either of ^uth 
or practice, we ma^ allow another to malntaui his opm* 
ioij, while we steadily holdfast onr oti^ But in religious 
as. lip, military ,war&re, it almost aeemaas if. the hostility 
wer^ .great in proportion to the Httleness of the point 
contested. We aU remember when two great nation* 
were on the point of being involved in war fov a spot of 
grpnnd? in another hemisphere, so little linown that tbo 
vei^ name had scarcely reached us > m inconsiderable 
that its. possession would have .addea nothing to the 
strength of either* In civil too, as. well as in national 
and: theological disputes, thereis oOenipostUress laid on 
thf^ most. indiffei%nt thmgs^ W^y would the Spanish 
C^ovemmei^t some years^.ago bq Uttle.conHilt the pre^ 
dices of .the people, as nearly tAprodoce an insurrection^ 
by issuing an edict for th^m to relinquish the ancient na- '^ 

* NootkuSomid. ' .Jc^oooIp " 
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tiloinl4ress^ Whyvms tbeMcttityof the state, and tiift 
lives of tbe rabj^ls pot to haaasd for a cloak and a jer- 
kio i For the obstinate ^ople made as firm a stand a- 
gaiast tbis triflinii icqmsitiftn, as they coiUd have made 
for the jN-eservatioii of their einl or religious liberty, if 
they had been so happy as ;to possess either— a stand ar 
fimiAS they aie now nobly making in defence of their 
eoontry and their indepen^nce; 
. Without invidiously ennnperatiag any of the narrowing 
names which split Christianity in pieces, and winch so 
nnhi^ily drive the snlyects of the Prince of peaaeinto 
intermimle war, and. range them into so inany hostile 
bands, not against the common enemy, but against each 
other; we cannot forbear regmtttng that less temper is 
preserved amon^U these near neighbours in local sitna^ 
tion and in christian tcuth^..than . if the attack of eithi^ 
were leveUed at Jews, Tnrks, or Infidels. 

Is this that Catholic sjfiirit which embraces with th$ 
love of charity, thongh not of appiiobation,,the whole 
•fl&pring^of our common Father«-^whieh in the ams of 
its large affection, without vindicating their faults or m- 
deptiug their opinions, *^ takes every creature in of every 
kind," and which like its gracious Author, << would not 
that any thing should perish f" 

The preieiinoe of reosote to approximating opinions 
is, however, bvjuo means confined to the rebgioas world 
The author or the DeeUneaad Fallof the Roman.Em- 
pire« though so passionate an admirer of the prophet 
of Arabia as to raise a 'Snspioimi of bis own Islamism ; 
thoughsosaptareusaa eulogist of the apostate Jnliaa as 
to nuse a suspicion of- his own polytheism, yet witkan 
inconiiistency not uncommon to unbelief be. treats the 
stout orthodoxy, of the vehement Athanasius, with more 
respect than heshewsrto the ^ scanty screed'' of ucontem- 
porary philosopher and theologian, whose cold and .com- 
ibrtless doctrines, were mudi less removed from his own. 

Might not the twelve monsters which even the incredi- 
ble strength and labour of Hercules found so hard to siitft- 
due, be interpreted as an ingenious allegpry, by which 
were meant twelve popular prejudiced ? But though the 
hero went forth armed pretematuraUy, the goddess of 
wisdom herself furuishiog liim with his helmet, and the 
gad of eloquence with hi& arrows, yet it is not certain that 
he conquered the reiigifiUM prejudices, not of the world, 

9d by CoogR 
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bal f ven of Argos and Myceme ; at least they were not 
amoikg his earlier conqnesfs; tbef were not lerpeotii 
whi^ wainftinlt hand could ftrangle. Tbe^ were mor^ 
l^robably thefrnttfnl hydra, which lost nothing by lodng 
a head, a n^w head always starting np to snpply the inces- 
sant decapitation. Bnt though he slew the sinhnal at last, 
might not its envenomed gore in which his arrows were 
dipped be the perennial fountain in which persecutiitg 
bigotry^ harsh intolerance, aiidpolemiea] acrimony, have 
contimied to dip their pens? - 

It is a delicate point to hit upon, neither to vindicate 
Ifie truth in so coarse a manner as to excite a prejudice 
agamsit it, nor to make any concessions in the hope of 
oblalrifln^ popularity. *^ if it be possible as much as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men** ean no more 
mean that we shonid exercise that Mse candour which 
conciliates at the expense of sincerity, than that we 
sltonld defend truth with so intolerant a spirit, as to in- 
jure the cause by discrediting the advocate. 

As the apostle .beautifhily obtests his bretiiren, not by 
the power and dignity, bnf by the roeektiess and gen- 
tleness of Christ,** so every christian should adorn his 
doctrhie by the same endearing qualities, evhieing by the 
brightness of the polish, the solidity of the substance. 
Bnt he will carefully avoid adopting the extetnal ap^ 
jkaratice of these amiable tempers as substitutes fbr pie- 
ty, vrhen they are only its bmaments. Condescendhig 
maniiers nuify be one nf the nomberiess modllicalion»of 
selfishne^, and reputation is thus often obtained, where 
it Is not fairly eitmed. Cirafnily to examhie whether he 
please others ibr their good to edification, or in order to 
gain praise and popularity, is the bohnden diity of a 
bhristtan. 

We shonid not be angry with the blind fbr not seeing, 
nor with the proud for not acknowledging their blindness. 
We ourselves perhaps were once as blmd ; happy if we 
are not stiM as proud. If not ifl this ihstaiice, in others 
perhaps they might have made more of onr advantages 
than we have done; we, under their circumstances, 
might have been more perversely wrong than they are, 
Itadwe not been treated by the enli||htehed with more 
)>ati^t tenderness than we are disposed to exercise to- 
wards them. Tyre and Sidon we are assured by Troth 
itself, would have repented, had they enjoyed the privi- 
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legei which^Ximnciii and BetiMuda threw «w«t. Stindj 
we may do that for the love of God, and for tim loite^ 
oar opponent's scnily whieh well-bred oieA do throoigit m 
regard to pditeneaa. Why should a chtisti^ be moi« 
. ready to offeod agaittst the mle- of charity than « geit^ 
tlemao aiB;ai]]ftt the l^w ^ deeofHin f Candoor in jodj^n^ 
is Id^e disiDterestediiefti in acting ; both are staEtutes of 
the royal law* 

lliere is abo a kind of right which men feel they poneaslo 
their own opinion. With this ri^t it is often more diffi<»lt 
to part than even with the opinion itself If osr object 
be tl^ real good of onr opponent ; if it be'to promoie the 
caose of truth, and not to contest for vietor]^, wo bIibB ie« 
Bkember this. We ibalt consider what a Talue we fitf up* 
on onr own^pinion : ivhy should his, though a hAe c^ 
be less dear to him, if he believes ittmei This eootide- 
ration will teach us not to expect too mncbat &ot. ' It 
wilt teach us the prudence of seeking some funeral poin^ 
in vrhich we cannot iail to agree. This vnil let bin see 
that we do not differ Iron: bim for the 8ih» of differing; 
wlitcb conciliating iq[iirit of Oars may bring him to a tem* 
per to listen' to arguments on topics where our disagree* 
moot is wider. 

Indtspnting) for instance, with those who wholly re^ct 
the civine authority of the'scriptuiesi we can gain notb* 
ing by {(uottng them, and insisting vehenwntly on tfao 
proof which is to be drawn ftrom them, in support of 
the point in debate ; their tmquestionable truth awifl» 
ing nothing wilb those who do not allow it But if we 
take some common grotmd on which both the parties can 
sUind,'iand'rea6da£om the analogies of natural reiigioo, 
9nd theway in winch Ood pfoceedsinthe known and ao^ 
knowledged course of his providence, to the way- in 
wbieh he deals with ns^ and has declared he wdl deal 
with us, as the God revealed in the Bible : our oppoo^t 
may be Struck witiit the similarity and be putupoii.atAicii 
of i90Msidenitlon, and be bi^cmglit to a temper tn coniid- 
ering which niay terminate in the happtelt manner. He 
may be brought at lei^th to be less averse from Usteaing 
to us, <m tiiose grounds^and prindples of whicbr pvoba- 
biy he m^ght otherwise never have seen the Talue. 

. Where a disputant of another des<iitption cannot ea* 
dare wbatbesneeriitg]y«aUsthe strictness of evangelieid 
religion, be wiii have no objection to aqkaowledge the 
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XBemeBtoBstntliu of man's responsibility to liis Me&er, of 
flie omatscience^ omnipresence, majesty, »nd pority of 
God. Strive tfaen to meet him on these growdsy vaA 
rospectftilly inquire if be can sincerely affirm that be i» 
acting np to tlie tmtfas be aeknowledgeaP-^If he is litiof 
^ aU. respects as an aceonntable beta^onf^t to iive^^If 
^e is really eonseioas of actinc as a being ought to att> 
who knows that he is cootinttaity acting nnder the eye of 
a jnst and hi^y God? You will 6nd he cannot stand oti 
these grounds. Either he maM be contented to receive 
tfie truth as reyealed in tiie Gospel^ or be counted of 
inconsisteocy, or self deceit, or hypocrisy. You will at 
least drive him off his own ground which he will find un- 
teaabS;, <if yoa cannot bring him over to yours. But 
vrhile the eoenw is effecting his retreat, do not you cot 
off the means or his return. 

Some Christians approve Christianity as it is knowledge, 
ntheir than as it u principle. They like it as it yields a 
grand object of pdrsnit; as it enlarges their, view of 
tinngs, as it opens to them o wider field of inquiry, -a fresh 
sonrce of discovery, an additional topic of critical inve&« 
tii^tioo. They consider it rather as* extending the ihnits 
of their r^earch, than as a means of ennobling their aiiec* 
^(His. It furnishes their miderstending with a fund of 
xielieB on which they are eager to d«aw, not so mo^ lor 
tbe improvement of the heart asoftheinteUeet. The^ 
consider ft as a thesis on which to raise interesting discos- 
i»on^ rather than as premises from which to draw practi-* 
col eoaelasions, as an ineontrovevtible trath^ rather thaui 
as a rule of life. 

'<• There issomething in the exhibition ^f sacred sfibjeeta 
gnreii us by these persons, which according to our con« 
eeption, U not only mistaken bat pernicious. Wexefer 
to their treatment of religion as a mere science divested 
of its practicdl application, and taJcen rather as a code of 
philosophical speculations than of active prineiplesw To 
explain our -meaning, we might perhaps venture tooxcept 
against the choice Atopics ahnost exchisively made by 
Ibese writers. 

After they tiave spent half a life upon the evidenc^s^ 
the mere vestibule, so oeieesaiury^ we allow, to be passed 
iato the Temple of Christianity, we accompany theos^in^ 
to their edifice, and find itcomposed of materials but toiy 
coincidtent with their former tastei Qoestioos of crtU* 
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cisii^, of gniniinar,of history, of metaphysics, of asatlie- 
matics, and of ail the sciences meet as, in the vei^r ^lace 
^f that which St. Paul tells us <Ms the end of «ir~^tfaat 
19, *' Charity ont of a pure heart, and of a good con* 
acience, and tif faith unfeigned, from which** lie adds 
'^ some having swerred, have turned aside to vain Jang* 



Ve are very iar from applying the latter term to aH 
3cientific discussions in religion, of which we should b^ 
the very last to deny the use, or question Ui« ne- 
cessity. Our main objection lies to the preponderance 
given to soch topics by our controversialists in thel^ 
divinity, and to the spirit too often manifested in their 
' discussioDS, A preponderance it is,^ which mahes as 
sometimes. fear they consider these things rather* as re- 
ligion itself, than as helps to understand it, as the sub- 
stitutes, not the allies of devotion. At the same 
time, a cold and philosophical spirit often studiously main, 
tained, ^eems to confiriit th& suspicion, that religion with 
them is not accidentally, but essentially, and solely 8i| 
e&ercfse of the wits, and a field for the dispUy of intel- 
lectoal prowess— as if the salvation of souls were a thii^ 
by the bye. , 

These prize fighters in theology remind lis of the phi- 
losophers of otlu>r schools : we feel as if we were reacting 
Kevi^toq against Des Cartes, or the theory of caloric in 
opposition to phlogiston. ^'Nous le regardons,** says- 
the eloquent Saurin upon some reiigiotis subject '<pour 
|aphipart,de la .ni^me maniere, dent on envisage les 
id^ji'd^ ancien Pliilosophe snr le gouvernement*— Tlw 
practical part bf religion in short is torgotten, is lost m 
its theories : and What is worst of alt, a temper hostile to 
the spirit of Christianity is emptoyed to defend or illus* 
trate its positions. 

This latter effect might be traced beyond the iore(|^ing 
cause?, to another nearly allied to them*— the habit ot 
treating religion as a science capable of demonstration. 
On a. subject evidently admitting but of moral evidence, 

• See 1 Tim. 1, S, 6, also vene 4, in ^hieh fhe^ Apostle hints at 
^ert^n **fkbles and endless genealogies, which mtolster question 
rather Ihan godly edifying which is by Ihith.** We dare not say hoir 
ehMelf this description nppU^s to some modem etMitrovertists in tfae- 
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tire lament to see questions dogmatically proved, instead 
^r being temperately ar^ed. Nay we conld almost 
smile at tlie sight lof some mtricate and barren novelty iq 
TeligioD demowtn^td to the satis^ction of some one in- 
genions theorist, who draws upon him^lf instantly a bnn- 
dred confutations of everv position he maintains. Th^ 
iiiterior stagey of the debate are often sach as might 
^ make angels weep." And when we remember tiiat eveo 
in the most important questions, involving eternal interl 
cstB, *• probability is the very guide of life*" we conld 
moat devoutly wish^ that on subjects, to say the least| 
not ** generally necessary to salvation" intaltibility were 
not th^ claim of the disputant, or persona^ animosity the 
conditton'jof his iatiore. 

Soch speculatists who are more anxious to make pro- 
selytes to an opinion, than converts to a principle, will 
not be so likel|y to convince an opponent, as the chrisf . 
tian who is known to act up to his convictions, and whose 
genuine piety will put life and heart into his reasonings! 
The opponent probably knows already all the ingenious 
arguments which books supply. Ingenuity therefore, it 
he be a candid man, will not be so likely to touch him,ai 
that ''godly sincerit>^'. which he cannot bnt perceive 
the heart of his antagonist is dictating to his lips. There 
IS a simple energy in pure christian tinith which a facti- 
tious principle imitates in vain. The '* knowledge which 
pnfi^tb up*' will makefew practical converts uoaccompa- 
nied with the *' charity which ediiieth." ^ 

To remove prejadices,thenj is the bounden duty of a 
CbiVtian, but he must take care not to remove them b^^ 
conceding what integrity forbids him to concede, ile 
most not Dvound his conscience to save his credit. If an 
ill-bred roughness disgusts another, a <)ishoiiest complai^ 
siince undoes himself. He must remove all obstrdction^ 
to the reception of truth, but the truth itself he must not 
Adulterate. In clearing away the impediineot, he must' 
secure the principle. . , 

If his own reputation be attacked, he must defend it 
by every lawful meana ; nor will he sacrifice the valuable 
•possession to any demand bitt that of conscience, to any 
-call bnt the imperative call of dutyi If his good name 
be pot in competition with any other earthly good, he 
vriU preserve it, however dear may be the good he fe-; 
• Btttlcf's IntNdaetkm to « Th* Analogy^*5gIe 
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lis^isiies^ bnt,iftbe competitioDlie between his rej^ii- 
tatioo and bis conscience, he has no hesitation in making 
the sacrifice, costly as it is. A feeling man straggles for 
bis fame as for his life, but if he be a Christian, be parts 
with it, for he knows that it is not the life of his soul. 
'. For the same re^n that we must not be over anxious 
to vindicate our iame, we most be careinl to preserve it 
from any ni^ust imputation. Hie great Apostle of thie 
Gentiles has set us an admirable example in both respects, 
and we should never consider him in one point of view, 
withont recollecting his conduct in the other. So pro- 
found is his humility that he declares himself '^less than 
the least of all saipts.'* Not content with this comparah, 
live depreciation, he proclaims his actual cerrnbtiotts. 
** In mc, that is, in my flesh, there is no good tiling!*^ Yet 
this deep self abasement did not prevent him from assert- 
ing his own Calumniated worth, from declaring that be 
was not behind the very '^chiefest of the apostles"-- 
again — ** As tiie truth of Christ is hi me, no man shall 
stop me of this boasting,** &c. He then enumerates 
lyith a nvinly dignity, tem|>ered wilh a noble modesty, a 
mnltitudeof instances of w unparalleled sufferings and 
his uurivalled zeal. 

' Where only his own personal feelings were in question, 
bow self-abasing! how self-annihilating! but where the 
vnJHst imputation involved the honour oi Christ and the 
credit of religion *' what carefulness it wrought in him, 
yea what clearing of himself ; yea what indignation, yea 
vbat yehement desire, yea what zeal I" 

While we rejoice in the promises annexed to the beati* 
tudes, we should, be cautions of applying to onrselves 
promises whi(:h do not belong to us, particulariv that 
-which is attached to the last beatitude. When onr fame is 
attacked, let us carefully inquire, if we are *< suffering 
for righteousness' sake,'* or for our own faults ; let lis 
examine, whether we may pot deserve the censures we 
have incurred? £ven if we are suffering in the cause of 
Ood, may we not have brought discr^it on that boly 
qauseby our imprudence, our obstinacy, our vanity ;.by 
our zeal without knowledge, and our earnestness without, 
temper?. l«t usioijuire, whether our revilers have not 
some foundation for the charge ? Whether we have not 
sought our own glory more t^n.that of God f Whether 
we are not more disappointed at missingj^t revenue ofl 
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|»rai&e, Mrbicli wejthonght onr good works were entitle^ 
to bring us In, than at tiie wound religion may have siis- 
tained r Whether thongh onr views were ri^t on the 
whole, their parity was not much alloyed by human mixT 
tares ? Whemer, neglecting to count the cost, we did not 
escpeot tnunixed approbation, nninterrupted success, an4 
a rnUtide of prosperity and applause, totally forgetting 
the reproaches received, and the obloquy sustained b^t 
'^ the Man of Sorrows." ' , 

If we can, on an impartial review, acquit onrselyes as 
iothe general parity or our motives, the general integrity 
of onr conduct, tbenufeigned sincerity of our endeavour^V 
then we ipay indeed, though with deep humihty, take t<^ 
dyrselves the comfort of this divine beatitude. Wlipn wc 
really ^nd, that men only speak evil of as for JIu sake in 
whose cause we have laboured, however that labour may 
bave been mingled with imperfection, we may indeed 
^ rejoice and be exceeding glad.'' Submifsion may be 
4^1evated int^ gratitude, ai^ forgiveness into love. 



CHAP. XV. 

ON THE PROPBIfiTr OP INT^OOUCINO ttJELiCIOIT IV 
OENfiRAL COVVBSSATIOll. 

May we be* allowed to introdoee h^re an opinion 
Warmly fnaintained in the world, and which indeed strikes 
a€ the root of all ratefHTor the management of r«ltgioosde. 
bate recommended in the preceding diapter ? It is, that 
the stibje<*t of religion onght on no occasion to be intro- 
duced in mixed company; that the diversity of sentiment 
lipon it lis so great, and so neariy connected with the t^n- 
^Icrest feelings of onr minds, as to b^ liable to le^d to heat 
and contention t Finally, that it is too grave -«»] solemn 
af topic to be mixed in the miscellaneons circle" OfMcial 
disconrse, tnuch less in the festive effnsions' of convivial 
cheerfulness. Now, in answer to these allegations, we 
most at Xtwi insist, that should religion, on otlter grotfnds; 
be found entitled to social discnssion, the last observatfon j 
if true, would prove convivial cheerftilness incompatible 
With the spirit and practice of reHgtoii, rather than rcU- 
N2 
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gion inadmissible into cheeriiil imrtiei. And it is eei!ir 
tainly a retort difficult of evaslcm, that where to islni- 
doce reti^on herself is to eodanger her bonone, there she 
rather soJSers in reputation by tlie presence of herfrieDii. 
The man endeai ed by conviction to his religion yrill never 
bear to be long, much less. to be statedly separated from 
the object of his a^ections : and he whose zeal once de- 
termined him << to know nothing" amongst his asaociateay 
^ but Jesos Christ, and him crncified," never could have 
dreankt of n latitude of interpretation which woqM admit 
a Ghristian into scenes where every thin^ but Jesns Ctnist 
aad htm crucified, might be recognised with credit. 

Thete prtDciples appear so plain and mcontrovertible, 
that t|i^ <|ne8tion seems ratlier to call for a different stale-, 
ment : .vis. why religion should not be deemed admissible 
into every social meeting and friendly cirele in wbidi a 
Christian himself would chuse to be found ? That it is too 
weighty and important a subject for discussion, is. an ar- 
gument, which, standing alone, assumes the gross absdtdi- 
ty that either men never talk of that which^ost nearly 
interests them, or tliat when they do, they talk improper- 
ly. They will not, it is true, introduce a private concera, 
however important, in which no one is interested but 
themselves. Bat in the soljeet of religion, Jirlw is not in- 
terested? Or where will topics be found more universal 
in their appiteation to alt times, f^ersons, pteees and cir- 
cumstances, as well as more important, tban those Whidi 
relate to the eternal welftire of maukmd ? ■'" 

Ner wiH it be avowed with greater oalonr of raamB, 
that topics so important suffer m point of giravity^ or in the 
respect of mankind, by freqaent disenssioa. We never 
observed men grow hidifferent to their health, their af- 
fairs, their friends, their conntryriii.proportion as these 
were made the subjects of tiieir familiar diseoaise. On 
tht contrary, oblivion has been noticed as theo&piisgof 
silence. I'he man who never meutions bis friend isy we 
think, in f^eneral most likely to forget him. And fiur from 
deeming tire name of on b, greater than any eartiily friend 
** taken in vain," when mentioned discfeetly in conver- 
sation, we generally find him most rememt>ered aadjre> 
spected in secret, by those whose memorieaare oceasioB- 
aily refi-e^bod by a reference to his word and authority in 
pnblic. *' Familiarity,*' indeed, we have been told, 
*' produces contempt i" a truism, on vrliich we are cobvib. 



flsad maay persons, hooestly, though blindly, rest their h»*. 
btliial, aiuS even sjrstematic reserve on reli^ons sutijdcts«. 
But ^ familiarity'* in our mind baa reference rather to- 
the loanner, than to the ac^, of introducing religion. To^ 
OS it is synonimoos with a certain trite and trivial repeti* 
iiou of serious remarks, evidently <' to no profit,** which 
we sometimes hear from persons laqpUariated, rather b^F. 
education than feeling^ to the language of piety. 

More particularly^ we refer it to a still more criminal, 
tebity which, to ttieii disgrace, someprofesson of religion 
share with, the profiipe, of raising a laugh by the intro- 
dnction of a religious obs^vation or even a scriptoral 
^notation. . *' To court a grin when we should woo a 
sonly*' is torely an abase of religion, as well in the parlour 
am the polpit. Nor has the senate itself been. always ex- 
empt nrom this impropriety. Dr. Johnson has long since 
^nmonoeed a jest drawn from the Bible^ the vnigarest 
because the easiest ofali je^ts.-r*At}d iar from perverting 
jceligioiia topics to.sacha Dorpose himseif, a feeling Chris-, 
tiao would not often, be roagld, where such woula be the 
probable conseqaence of offering, a pious sentiment in 
company. 

That allusions involving religious questions, tat often 
pffodttctiyeof diapute and altercation^ is a fact, which 
though i^reatfy exaggerated, muftk yet, in a degree be ad- 
mitted. This circanutance may in some measure account 
for the siflgttlar reception which a religious, remark is of- 
' ten observed to meet with in the wor& It is curious to, 
aetioe the aurpHsaand alarm which, on such occasions^ 
will frequently pervade ^e party present. The remaHt 
lis received as. a.stcangar'-giiest, of which no one knows 
the ouality or InteBtions : And, like -a species of iatellee- 
taai tbundtiiigt' it is c^st upon the company without a 
Itiend to A^ster its iitfancy, or ^ jowti any acquaintance 
with the parent. . A fear of consequences prevails. It is 
obvious that the feeHug is*-** We know not uito what it 
may grow ; it is. therefore safer to stifle it in the birth.'* 
^rhi9, if not the avowed, is fte implied sentiment 

But is not this delicacy, this maucam fcon<«, so pecu- 
liar perhaps to.our conotiymen on religions subjects, the 
very cause which operates so unfavourably upon that ef- 
fect which it labours to obviated Is not the very infre- 
quency of moral or religious observations, a sufficient ^c- 
^ount to be g^iven both of the perplexity and the irritation 
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laid to be consequent npoDtbeirintrodaction? And were 
not religrfon (we mean such religious tonics as may le^ti- 
mately arise in mix^d society) banishea so much as it is 
fVom conversation, might not its occasional recurrence 
become by degrees as natural, perhaps as interesting, 
Certainly as instructive, and after all as safe, as <^ a close 
committee on the weather,'' or any otiier of the authorized 
topics which are about as j^roductive of amusement as of 
instruction ? People act as if religion were to be regarded, 
at a distance, as if even a respectful ignorance were to be 
preferred to a more familiar aJ>proacfa. This reserve* 
however, does not give an air of respect, so mudias of 
mystery, to religion. An able writer* has obs^rved^ 
*'^iliat was esteemed the most sacred part of pagan -devo- 
tion which was the most impure, and the only thing that 
was commendable in it is, that it was kept a great 
mystery." He approves of nothing in this religion but the 
modesty of withdrawing itself from the eyes of the world. 
— But Christianity requires not to be shrouded in any 
such mysterious recesses. She does not, like the Eastern 
monarchs, owe her dignity to her concealment. ^ She is, 
on the contrary, most honoured where most known, ana 
most revered where most clearly visible. 

It will be obvious that hints rather than arguments be- 
long to our present undertaking. In this view we may 
perhaps be excused if we offer a few general obseryations 
nj>oh the different occasions on which a well-regulated 
mind would be solicitous to introduce religion into social 
discourse. The person possessed of such a mind, would 
be mainly anxious, in a society of christians, that sorne^ 
thing should appear indicative of their proression. He 
wojild Vcordingly feel a strong desire to effect it when 
^^lairtty perceived his company engaged on no other 
> Topic either bmocently entertahung, or rationally tnstnic 
'live.' This desire, however, would by no means cloud bis 
brow, give an air of impatience to bis countenance, or 
render him inattentive to the eeneral tone and temper of 
the circle. On the contrary, he would endeayour to feel 
additional interest in his neighbour's suggestions, in pro- 

S' >rtion as he hoped in turn to attract notice to his own. 
e would shew long forbearance to the utmost extent of 
conscientious toleration. In the prosecution of his fa- 
vourite desigii, he would never attempt a forced or on^. 
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aeasooaUe aUosion to seriotis subjects -, a CMtien Irequi- 
rsQg the nicest jndgment and discriminatioD, most parti- 
cnlarly vhare he felt the seottinents orthe zeal ofhjs 
company to be not congenial with his own. His would' 
be the spirit of the prudent mariner, 'who does not ap* 
proacb even his native shore without carefully watching 
the winds, and sounding the channels; knowing well that 
a temporary delay, even on ao unfriendly element, is pre;, 
^ra1i>ie to a hast^ landing his company, on shore indeed, 
but upon the point of a rock. ' 

Happily for. our present purpose^ the days we live in 
afford circumstances both of foreign and domestic occur- 
rence, of every possible variety of colour and connex- 
ion, sn as to leave scarcely any mind unfurnished with a. 
stor««f progressive remarks by which the most instruc- 
tive truths may be approacbed through the most obvious 
topics. And a prudent mind will study to make its ap- 
proaches to such an idUmata object, progressive : it will 
know also where to stop, rather indeed out of regard to 
others than to itself. And in the manl^ avowal of its 
sentiments, avoiding as weli what is canting in utterance . 
as technical in langiiage, it will make them at once ap*. 
peairnot the ebullition of an ill-educated imagination, 
but the result of a long-exercised understanding. 

Nothing will be more likely to attract attention or se* 
cure respect to your remarks than the good taste in which 
they are delivered. On commoh topics we reckon him 
the roost elegant speaker whose pronunciation and ac-' 
cent are so tree from all peculiarities that it cannot be 
determined to what place he owes his birth. A polished 
criuc of Rome accuses one of the finest of her histori- 
ans of provinciality. This is a fault obvious to less en-^ 
lightened critics, since the Attic h^rb-woman c^tild de- 
tect the provincial dialect of a gresUphilosopher. Why* 
must religion have her Pataviriity ? Why must a Christian ■ 
adopt the quaintness of a party, or a scholar the idiom of 
tiie illiterate? Why shoula a valuable truth be combined 
with a vulgar or fanatical expression ? If either would of- 
fend when separate, how inevitably must they disgust 
when the one is mis^ehly intended to set off the other. 
Surely this is not enchasing our " apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver," ^ ] 

We must not close this part of onr subject without al- 
Adding to another, and still more delicate mtroduction of 
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relif^dn, in ttenvay df reprwif. Here is hideed a point 
in reilgioas conduct to ivhich we feel it a botdtiess to 
make any reference at all. Botd, indeed, U that casaist 
who wonid lay down general mies On a snmect where the 
consciences of men seem to differ so widely from each 
other: and feeble too often will be bis jostest rules where 
the feelings of timidity or delicacy msh in with a force 
which sweeps down many a land-mark erected for its 0¥m 
guidance, even by conscience itself. 

Certainly, much allowance, perhafis respect, is due' 
in cases or very doubtful decision^ to those feelings 
which, after the utmost self regulation of mind,; are found' 
to be irresistible. And certainly the habits and modes' 
of address attached to refined society, are such . as to 
place personal observations on a very dii^rent fbdting[ 
to that On which tliey stand by nature.-^A. frown, even a 
cold and disa(]lprovinglOok, m^y' be a reception whith the 
prp&ne - expression or loose action of a neighbour oi^ 
rink and opulence may hav# never before encountered 
iVom his flatterers or convivial companiops. A yehemeBt 
censure in bis case might inflame his resentment without 
amending hiftfbult. Whether the attempt be to correct a' 
vice Or rectify an error, one object should ever be steadi- 
ly kept in view, jto conciliate rather thaii to <;onten'd, to* 
inform but not to insult, to evince that w6 assume notthe^ 
character of a dictator, but the office of a christian' 
friend ; that we have the best interests of the ofliender, 
and the honour of religion at heart, and that to reprove 
is so far from a gratification that it is a trial to ourselves; 
the efibrt of conscience, not the effoct of choice. 

The feelings, therefore, of the person to be admonish^ 
ed should be most scmpuloiisly consulted. The admo- 
uitioo, if necessarily strong, ej^plicit, and personal, should 
yet be friendly, tempef-ate, and well bred. An offeno^' 
even though publicly committed, is generally best reprov-' 
ed in private, perhaps in writing. — Age, superiority of 
station, previous acquaintance, above all, that sacred 
profession to which the honour of religion is happily made., 
a personaT concern, are circumstances which especially 
call ibr, and sanction the attempt recommended. And 
he must surely be unworthy his Christian vocation, who . 
would not conscientiously use any influence or authority 
which he might chance to possess, in discountenancing or 
rectifying the deliuquency he condethns^QQ^Ie 



We«re» io^eody a»clsewjbere» «ft«rtbe closest r^fliH:- 
tioq ^d loDgeft discussioii,. often forced, into the.gi^er- 
«1 coDcIiisiqn that ^' a good heart is the best casuist/' 
And doubtless, where true Christian benevolence to>» 
wards man meets, in the same mind with an ^onestzeal 
for the gloKy of God, a way will be fpund, jiet us rather 
say will be opened^ fo|r the right exercise of |his, as. of 
every virtuous disposition. 

Let us ever remember. what we have so. often insisted 
on, that self-denial is the ground-work» the indispensable 
jpcqoisite for every Christian virtua' r that without the ha*- 
bitnai exercise of this principle we shall ne.ver be follow- 
ers of him ^^ who pleased not himself.** And l^heo . we ar^ 
called; by conscience to the largest use of it in practice, 
vre most arm ourselves with the highest considerations for 
.t)ie trial : we must^consider.him^ who (through his iaith- 
nl ireproois) *' endured the contradiction of sinners 
against himself.'' And wheq even from Mos^ we hear the 
truly evangelical pr^cepW *' tb^u shalt in any wise rebuke 
thy brotheri and not super sin upon him •" we must duly 
weigh how strongly its p^rformanoe is enforced upon our- 
selves, by the conduct of one greater than Moses, who 
expressly ^ suffered for us^leavingns an example that we 
sbouldfoUow his footsteps/' 



«HAP. X¥L 
cskiSTtAK wJrtnwFvmesi. 

Of an the motives to vigilance and setf-discipline whidi 
Christianity presents, there is not one more powerful than 
the danger, from^ which even religious persons are not 
exempt of slackening in zeal and decliutng in piety. Woula 
we could, affiim, mat coldness in religion is. confi- 
ned to the irreliffions ! If it be melancholy to observe 
an absence of Christianity where no great profession of it 
was ever made, it is far more .grievous tp mark its declen- 
sion \^here it once appeared not only to exist, but to flour- 
ish. Wt feel oa the comparison, the same distinct sort 
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oftomptawm wi& whidi we cotttenplMletiMpMttBiai^ 
distresses of those who have been always indifent, anddf 
those who have fallen into want from a state oif ofmleDce; 
Oar coneern differs not only in degree bttt in kiiid. 
' This declension is one of the most awakamns calls to 
watchfvtawss, to fauaultty and selfinspeetiotfc which reli^ 
fion eaa asake to him *^w€o tUnketh he staodc^h*'— 
which it can make toinm who, sensibleofhisowit weaknessi 
OQ^t to feel the necessity ''^f strengthening the thiii|^ 
which remain that are ready -to diei" 

If there is not any one drcomstaoce which oa|^ mofe 
to alarm and quicken the Christian, thao that of finding 
^ liimseif grow langoid and indiiifereiit, alter having made 
not only a profession, but a progress, so there i»- not ia 
more reasonable motive of trinmph to the proilme, not 
onecanse which excHes in. him a morepteUsiUe gronad 
of saspimoD, either that there never was any troth m the 
profession ok the person in qnestion^ or which is m mom 
ntal, and, to such a mind, a more natofal conclusion, thM 
there is no truth in religion itself. At best, he will be 
-persnaded that this can only be a faint and feeble pi^inel* 
pie, the impulse of which is so soon exhausted^ and- wbidi 
is by no means feimd sufficiently powerful to carry ofi its 
votary throughout his conrse.*-rHe is attored that piel^ 
is only an outer garment, put on for show or convenience, 
and that when it ceases to be wanted for either, it is laid 
aside. In these niilK^y inatances the evil seldom ceases 
with him who causes it. The inference becomesgeneral, 
that all religions men are equally nneonnd or equally de- 
luded, only that som^ ^re^more pjixident, or more fbrta* 
Date, or greater hypocrites than others. Aiter the &lUng 
away of one promising cMfPCter, the old suspicion re- 
curs and is confirmed, and the defection of others pro- 
nounced to be io&Uibie. 

There seems to be this marked distinction in the dif- 
ferent opinions winch rehgious and worldly men enter- 
tain respecting human eori^uption. The candid chri&ttaa 
is contented to believe it, as an inchsputable general 
truth, while he is backward to'^pect the wiekedness of 
j^ individual, nor does he allow himself to give full ere* 
dit to partlcalar instances without proof. The man of 
the world on the contrary,.who denies the general princi- 
ple, is extremely m-one to suspect the individual. Thus 
^is knowledge of mankind- not' ODiv fmmishes a proof; 
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|iit0«t«tripstbetnitb, of tbe doctrine ; tboi^h he du- 
ties it «$ a pro{H>8ilion of scriptni-e, be is leager to eaUih- 
Ueh it as a »ct of expertnieiit.' 

.' Bot ibe'^MMibilitsr U, that the man, who by his depar- 
tateffom tbe^priactples with whicii he appeared to set 
eiity so mach^rsi'tifies the thoughtless^ and grieves the se- 
lioiiiMMty nover «vas a sound and |[en»iiie ehristian. 
Hiaveiigioii tras perhaps taken op en some accidental 
ctvewnstaftoe^ buiit ou some, fidse ground, produced fay 
90iiie etttacscent cause ; aad though it cannot be fairly 
ifn^wumd that he intended by his forward profe8sion, 
andprofi^nent aea}, to deceive others, it is probable that 
helrniiHelf vas deceived. Perhaps hte had otadetoo siireof 
hiiMe|t\, His early profession was probably rather bold 
dDd^ostentatioiis ; he had iipprndently £xed his stand on 
gMWHd 89 hig^ as to be fiat easiW tenable, and from 
mUeh a ilesDent wonid l>e bnt tdo'ofoservable. While be 
ttiooght be oeter could be too secure of his own strength, 
h0 ailowedhiniself to kft too censorious on the infirn^ities 
•f others, espiecially^of those wlioro he had apparaitly out* 
Mripped/and who, tfaongb Ihey had started together^ he 
iiad JeftMiiHd htm in the^c«. 
. • A&ght tt not b« a safer coarse, if in tho outset of the 
^lastiait hfey a modest and self-distrasting humility, were 
to iimpose a temporary restraiot on the forwardness of 
0Blw«rd profession. A Httio knowledge of the human 
liei^ a littlft «i»picion of the dec^itfulnoss of his own, 
wotild not only tnoderate the intemperance of an ill-nn- 
d#nlood< 2<^j shoald the warm convert become an es- 
latblisbed christian, bat would save the credit of religion, 
iviudrwiU feeeive a tresh wootid, in the possible event of 
hiMJhslerttoii,fr)»m her standai^. 

8ttn»e ofihe most^istingniahed christians in this coiin« 
tty began their religious career with this graceful Im- 
nility. They would not safer their change of character 
andfheir adoption ofnew principles, and a new course, to 
^'bbizoned abroad, as the affectionate zeal of their confi- 
lienttal friends ^ouldhave advised, till the principles they 
&ad adopted were e»taUished, and worked into habits of 
piety; till ttmeandexp^riencehadeyinced that the grace 
of God had not been bestMred on them in vain.^ Their 
progress proved to be sudi^ as might have been inferred 
l^m the modesty of their outset. They hjive gone on with 
a perseverance which difficolties, have on^Q<gmjtrtbnted 
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to streAgthen, and eicpeiience to confirm ; and ttrHT 
through divine aid, douMlefts^ go on^ sbinitig more ana 
more unto th^ perrect day. 

But to return to the less steady convert. Perhaps re- 
ligion was only, a^ we have hinted elsewhere, one pursuit 
among many which he had taken up wh^n other pursdits 
^led, and which he now lays down, becanate bis fiutik 
not being rooted and pounded, falls also ;— or the temp^ 
tations arising from without might concur with the ^ 
nre within. If vanity be his infirmity, be Witl sbrinir 
from the pointed disapprobation of his superiors. If the 
love of novelty be his besetting weakness, the verypeoi- 
llarity and strictness of religion, tlie very marked depar- 
ture from the'* gay and primrose path" in which be l^d 
before been accustomed to walk, which first attracted; 
now repel him. The attention wliich his early deviatioqi 
from the manners of tlie world drew upon him, and which 
once flattered^ now disgusts him. The Tftry oppbsttioti 
which once animated, now cools him. ' He Is disconrag^ 
at the near view, subdued by the required practice, ijf 
that christian self-denial whi^, as a speculation, bad ap^ 
pcared so delightful. Perhaps bis fancy had been fy^ 
by some acts of christian heroism, which he felt ananibi- 
tion to imitate : 9 feeling which tales of martial prowesit; 
or deeds of chivahy, something that, promising celebrity 
and exciting emnlatton, had often kiiidled before, ttfe 
truth is, rengion had only taken hold of bis iinagitistiot^^ 
his heart had been left out of the question.' ' 

Or he hnd in the twilight of his first awakening, seeil re- 
gion only as something to be b^heved^be now ffndi th^t' 
much is to be done in the new life, and mnch which was 
habitual to the old one, left undone.^— Above at! be did 
not reckon on the consistency which the christian Itfe 
demands. Warm j^ffections rendered thepracticc of some 
right actions easy to him ; but he did not include in Ids 
faulty and imperif^ct scheme, the setf-deAfal, the perseve- 
rance, the renouncing of his own will and hisown way,'tber 
evil report, as well as the good report, to which every 
man pledge.*^ himselt* when he enlists under the banner of 
Clirist. 'ITIie cross which it was easy to venerate, he findd' 
it hard to bear. ^ 

Or religion might be adopted when he was in afflictiOA,' 
ahd he is now happy ; — when he was in bad cimimstan^^ 
res', and he is wow irrowft atfliient. Or M^m'iuhi be assn-- 
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imd^ as someKring wanting to his recommendation to 
^at party or project by -which he wished io make his 
vi%y; as something that would better enable him to car- 
9f cert^n points which he had in view ; something that, 
with the pew acqqaintanre he wished to cultivate, might 
obliterate certain defects to his former conduct, and 
white-wash a somewhat siinied reputation. 

Or in his now more independent situation, it may be he 
k si^rrounded by temptations^ sofleiied by blandishments, 
ailuried by pleasures, whieb lie never expected would 
arise to weaken his resolutions. These new enchant- 
ments make it not^oeasy to be pious, as when he had little 
tp lose and every thing to desire, as when the world wore 
a. frbwniog, and religion an. inviting aspect, — Or he is 
^*haps,'by. the vicissitudes of life, transferred from a so* 
ber and humble society, where to be religions was honour- 
i^le^ to a more fashionable set of associates, where, a» 
the dtsclosnir^ of bis piety would add notliing to his cred* 
ii,he set oat with takipg pains to conceal it, till it has fal- 
len mto that gradual oblivion, which is the natural con- 
sequence of 4tB being kept out of sight 
, B^t w,e;pr<oceed to a far more interesting and impor- 
tant character. The one indeed whom we have been 
sl^tly sketching, may by his inconstancy do mocb hann, 
the one on which we are about to animadvert, might by his 
C^nsisteaicy and- perseverance effect essential good.-^ 
ijveo.the sincere, and tp all appearance, the established 
ebristian, especially if bis situation in life be easy, and his 
coiirse sfBOoth and prosperous, liad need keep a vigilant 
^e npon his own heart. For such a one it will not be 
sufficient t^athe keep his ground if he do not advance in 
it Indeed it will be a sure proof that he has gone back^ 
if he has not advanced. 

In a world so beset with snares, various are the causes 
which iiifky ppssihly occasion In even good men a slow but 
certain Recline in piety. A decline scarcely perceptible 
atjfirst, but which becomes more visible in its subsequent 
stages. When therefore we suspect our hearts of any de- 
deosion in piet^, we should not compare ourselves with 
what we were m the preceding week or month, but with 
what we 'Were at the supposed lieight.of our character. 
XboQgb the alteiatlon was not perceptible in its -gradual 
ftogr^ss, one shade meUiug into the next, and each losing 
Its distinctness, yet when the two remote states are 
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l^ngbt into cMitrast, tiie change wilt bdstrikSi^ek- 

lioas. 

Among other canses may bo assigBed* tte JmNictseC 
forming of sotne worthy connexion : especialif tint of 
marriage. In this connexion, for «»t«ii it cansoc iye«alf- 
ed, it is to be lamented that the irreligionfraiiore ff ey entt^ 
ly draw away the religions to tbeir side, ttnm lkmh^t»t»H- 
frary takes |>lace ; aeircnmstanceeasily accomited for 
by those who are at all acquainted with thehnoHUilMtat. 

Or the sincere bnt incantious Christiaii amy belled by 
8 strong affection which assumes tfie sliape of Yirtve^into 
a fond desire of establishing his chikiren a dvay i ago o urfj 
in the world, into methods which if not abioliittly Iwsnp- 
rect, are yet ambiguous at the best In order to- Arise 
those whom he' loves to a station above their46re|,'be^n»f 
be tempted, while self-deceit Will teach Isira Uf-mmHify 
the deed'by the motive, to make someiitlte^ttariioarftf 
principle, some little abatenienfs of that stftet faeiilMte; 
for which, in the abstract, nO man would ipiofeatreAMiisfjf 
conteod. And as it may be in general obsorvild^ tiiSt Him 
most amiable niinds are moi^ si&ceptible. of tb« stroB^ 
est natunrlaffections ; of coarse the very- tendemett^^ 
the heart Istysstich (Characters peculiarly op^ l»'a dan- 
ger to which the unfeehng and the obdttrate «rO>iew«9^ 
posed. * •' ' 

If the person in '^uestion be of tlitf sacred jor<iiiV''M ' 
small danger may jarise fVom he' living nnderiflie^e;^ 
of an irreiigions, bat ricb and boimfifiil ^Iroii > ft iitt 
doty to make religion appear^ asniable in im^eye^^'fMt 
ought to conciliate' bis good #ill by e^ery'nteflb»'wlM 
rectitude can sanitation. Bat thotigb his voty piety 
will stimnlatc' his disei^dn in the adoptfoH of ^tbose 
means, he will take care never to let bis diae tcti e y -l» 
trench on bis integrity. » • 

If he be iinder obligations fo hhn, he m^be m danger 
of testifying his gratitude, and fiirthering bis bopcs 'by 
some elebtioDcering manmnvr^, and by. too miDEjb Mec> 
tioneering society. He may, Ona wares, be tempted to 
too much conformity to his friend's bflibits,<to toomiftb 
conviviality in hiai eoclety. And when he witneioeB so 
much kindness and nrbanily in his manners, pdciubiy'so 
much tisefulness and benevolenCe in his life, be may be 
even tempted to 5(uspect that he himself may be wi^oitg ; 
to accBse himself of being somewhat churlish in bbown 
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^enjier, « Uiih to& a«tt«re i» Ims itaUU, biuI r&tber iiard 
ia liia jodgnent <^ « man so amiabie. He will be atiil 



I Hkeljr to ^i into tiii« ciror i£ be expects a favour 

tbao If Ik ba» obtaiiied it ) Ibr tboii^ it m not greatly to 

.IhebOHMr of bw a an nature^ «e ilaily lee how nmcb 

keeoor are tfae>^beiiii)|» wbieh are excited by hope than 

tiKMe i»hkii ate nosed by gratitude. The favour which 

Jias been already eodferred excites a teaiperatey that 

^-whiefa.'We are lookiog for, a fervid feeling. ^ 

' nese f elaxiDig jfeeliags and these softened dispositions, 

aiiM'bf titesedacing luxury of the table, and the be- 

-ifiitelpigaplendor of the apartment, bytkesoft accom- 

-jnodaliefii mhkh opnleaee exhibits^ and the desires 

^^liek^^ey ate too apt to awaken in the depentdentj^ ntay, 

^llOt4a|pMiHkh^| lead ^degrees to a criminal timidity in 

, JMHiMtiiaiDgl&e purity of hk owti fM'inciples, in snpport- 

iM'^itrMnesfrof his own practice. He may gradu- 

, ^^ lowtsmnewhat of the4>fBityof his professional, and 

«f tiie sol^ty of his christian character. He may be 

:bt^«|^jto*^ftm»tthe nidepeJidence of his mind ; and in 

futin to^vmikgni^ his fortune, may ne^ct to mQgnify his 

. £«e» here, from an iitereasing remissness in self.ex- 

)M9|astio%tiemay deceive himself by persisting lo be* 

lievfr— lor the films are now grown thicker over his spi- 

. gitnal sighJ^tfaat his laolives aie defensible. Were not 

• Ms disoefiiiBeot IMiouring under a temporary blindness, 

jberwonkir^probat^ thfr^bamoter which interested views 

have inaeosihly drawn ham in to act. He would be as 

: iMab astonished to be told tltat this character was be- 

, leoma his «v?n,' as was the Royal Offender, when the 

- ligbUNHiaholdness of the Prophet pronoonced the heart- 

r<appaUiii|{ words, '^ Thou ari the man." 

itia he rontinoes to flatter himself that the reason of 
"vihta^ibiBished opposition to tlie faults of his friend, is 
HotheraiiBe hahas a more lucrative situation in view, but 
becawo he may b^ a slight temporary concession, and a 
^rt SjHSpension of a seventy which he begins to fancy 
he has carried too far^ secure for his futiue life a more 
' extenscve ficJd of nse&hkess, i|i the bene^e which is 
haitgin^ over iHs head. ^ 

Id the mean time> hope and expectation so fiU his mind 
^t be inseipsibly grows cold in the prosecution of his 
' \ . . , ■ ' 2 
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pontive duties. He begins to lament tiuit in liis pmaem, 
«itiiationlieeaii make bnti^w eMvcrCs,lbsitb«seM tac 
small effects of his labours ; not perceiving that Oo4 mar 
have withdrawn bis Wessitig from a ministry wbicb i»cx- 
crcisedonsochqatotionablei^oniids. VitliMstHiwetpe^ 
tatioBs he contimies to blend his iM ideas. Hefeaata^ his 
imagination with the prospect of a more fniittW faarvcal 
OB animknowli) and perhaps an nnbrokcn-soit— 4Rif haM 
man nature were not pretty madi ihesaoie every wlw f g-, 
as if the labonrer' were ac<:onntabte for the ahatnlaaoe of 
his crop, and rotsdlely for his own assidiiity-^asff M^aril 
duty Ikithfully performed, evipa fn that cirftimscaib rt 
sphere is which God has cast omr lot, is not latere aoMf^ 
table to hmi, than theories of the most extettrive i^aotf, 
than distant specnlatiom and improbable prci|eel^ fertli^ 
benefit even of a whole district ; wlule^ in the iwdnl §uu t e 
of those airy schemes, our own specific awA app^biei 
work lies neglected> w is performed withdnt en«r^ aai 
without attention. . . ,, » 

Self love so natnrally infatnates the jadgmevt, that il h- 
no paradox to assert t)iat we iook too far^imit yet<d<^iMt 
look far enough. We look too far whenpassios ovtrHie 
actnal duties 6f lite immediate sbenc, we form long con- 
nected trainsof future proj<BctR, and indulge our thmKhli 
in such an are most remote, and perhaps least pvobuMr. 
And we ^o not look far enon^i when the pr os p cetli ^ e 
mind does not shoot beyond ail these littktieartblydiSK 
tances, to that state, falsely calJiUpemate, whither alV oar 
st^ps wt not the less tending,^Giuse our eyes arei^mfi^ 
ned to the home scenes. Bnt in^itle the pveearionsiiess 
of our duration ought to set limits to our designs, ItalMfirid 
furnish incitements to oor appHcation. Dii^antprofcMa 
are too apt to slacken present industry, while the naauni'* 
tnde of schemes, probably impracticable, may render oar 
actnal exertions cold and sluggish. 

Let it be observed that we would lie the last IoccR'^ 
sure any of tliose fair and hononmble means of improving 
his condition, wiricb every man, be he worldly or teli- 
gions, owes to himself, and to his family. Saints as wHI 
as sinners have in common, what a great geniiM calb;, 
^ certain inconvenient appetites of eating and drinking/* 
which while we are in the body mnst be complied with. 
It would be a great hardship on good men, to bedenHkl 
oy innocent means o\^ fair gratification. • It would be 
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apecaliar injnsttee that the most diligent labourer shooht 
he esteemed tlie least worthy of his Irire, the least fit to 
neinliisprofessioif. ' 

The more serions clergytmin liatafeo the same \ipann 
nfiection for his cBiTdren with his less Scmfnifovs brother^ 
and emaeqnently the same Undahle dei^lrefor their com* 
Ibrtable estabiisbment ; only in his ptans for their advance- 
nent he should neither entertain ambitions views, nor 
prosecttte any Tiews^ even the bestj by methods ndt con* 
sonant to the strictness of his avowed principles. Prov 
fatmg to ** seek ihrst the Kingdoin of God and his righte* 
<oi9Soees,*' heongfat to be mere^exem^t from an over-anx* 
ions solicitnde than those who proifess it less zealonsly. 
Avewifig a more deteimined con^dence that* all other 
ftlngf trill, asiar as they areabsofotely necessary^ ** be add- 
ed unto himy" be sliOQ]d,as it is obvions he commonly does, 
Manifest |)racticalfy, a more hnplicit tmst, confiding in 
that gracious and cheering prontise, thttt promise ex- 
pressed both negatively and positiv<»ly, as if to comfort by 
« donble confirmation, that Ood who is ''both his light 
aad defence, vetio will give grace and worship, will also 
withhold no good thing from them ti»t Uvea godly life.** 

It is one of the tri^ of ^th appended to the sacred 
office, that its ministers, like the father of the fkitltfal, are 
liable to go out, ** not knowing whither tliey * go ;*' and 
this not only at their first entrance into their pro^ssion 
but thfonghont life ; an inconvenience to which do other 
profi^ssion is aecessariiv li^Ie ; a tiial which- is not per* 
hamialrly estimated. ' ^ 

. This remark will naturally raise a laiTgb amons; those 
who at once hold the function in cpivtcmpt, deride its 
lBhiisters,and think their weil-eamed remnherdtioii lavish* 
ly and even unnecessarily bestowed. Iliey \<^iH pro ba biy 
exclahn with as ranch complacency in their ridicule, as if 
it were really tlie test of troth — "A great canttc of commis- 
eration truly, to be ti-ansferred from a starvmg curary to 
a plentiftil benefice, or from the vulgar society ofa coun- 
try Parish, to be a stsdled -Tlteologian iu an opuleni 
Townr— 

We are iar from estimating at a low rale tlie exchange 
firora a state of oncertauity to a state of independence, 
from a life of pemn^ to comfort; or from a barely decent 
to an affluent prc^viwm. — Bitt does the ironical remark er 
rale the feelings andaffections of the heart at nothing ? If 
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lie. ioiiiU ttet money is tiiat dU^f good of wlacb aiudoat 
philosopby says so niiicb, we beg leave to insist that iti» 
not the mly good. We are above the affectatioa o£ pie- 
teadiag to condole with any niait oh. bis exaltation, Ipif 
there are feelings wfaich a nwo of acote seasibiUtyy^ri^i^ 
dered asore scute by an elegant edaeation, valoea oma 
intimately tban stiver or gokL ./ 

Is it abMutely D0t!iing to resign bis ioc^1 comforti^ti^ 
break up bis local attacbmeots, to have nevr cboiiejLioaa 
to form^ aiid tiiat frequently at an advanced period of Mfel 
Comiwxiohd, perba^ less valuable than those, fie is quiti 
ting ? Is it notbing tqt a faithful Minister to be sefMiiated 
from an affectionate people* a people not only .whal|| 
friendship but whose progress ba^ constituted hn hapB^ 
oess here, as it will miike bis jqy and eromrfi of r^icng 
hei^eafter? ... 

Men of delicate minds estimate things by their afeo- 
tions as well as by their circumstances ; to a aiaii of a cen* 
tain cast of character, a change however ad^irantngeoia^ 
nmy be rather an exile than a promotion. While he gral^ 
fully accepts the good, be receives it with an edil^ingan- 
^'knowledgment of the imperfection of the best famaa 
things. These considerations we confess add thi^additsQ» 
al feeUoip of kindness to their persons, and of sympathy 
with their vicissitudes, to our respect and vene«ationinr 
their holy office. 

To themfielves, however, the precariens iennre of ifaeir 
Atuation presents an instructive emblem of the underlain 
condition of human life, of the transitory nature of the 
world itself. Their liaUeness to a sudden removal gives 
them the advantage of being more especially, i;^ roin^kd of 
the necessity and duty of keeping in a continual postnie 
of preparation, having '* their loins girded, their shoes on 
their feet, and their staff in their hasid.** They It^ve alsp 
the same promises which, supported the Israelites in the 
desart.^ — ^The same assnrance which cheered Abraham, 
may still cheer the true servants of God under all difficul- 
ties. — ^ Fear not— I am tby shield and thy exceediag 
great reward/' 

\ But there are perils en the right band and on the led. 
It is not among the least, that though a pious Clergyman 
may at first have tasted with tremblmg caution of tlie de- 
licious cup of applause, be may p;raduaHyi$roiiir, as thirst 
is increased by indulgence, to drmk too <)e^pfy of theeyk- 
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cfauiM dnKe^. The daagcrftanflingfFon «iy tliiBg Uyif 
U go9df a?e fiMrimddbtey beeavse tt»ii8pecte4. And such 
are the perils of popttk^rity tint i^e wiH ireoture to say^ 
timt tiie victorious Genen^, ifiid fass conqtiered a kifig. 
dMM, or^tbes^aoom Statewaan wlio has preserved tt, » 
aimeet in less danger of being spoilt by aceUMiation than 
tke popnYar Preacher; becactte'l/uw* migeff Is likely to 
iMppen b^t once^ his is perpetual. Tbeivais Only ona day 
otf" triompb, bis day of triainpfa OGcnrs every week ; we 
mean the admiration beexeites. Every fresh mee^ 
oaglit to be afresh motive to hnmiliatiim ; he who feels 
biad^iger will vigilantly gnard against swaHo^in^ too 
gi««dily the indiscriminate^ and S^tm uBdistingaisbiog 
ptadtU which bis doctrines or bis manlier^ < bfs t&bts or 
pm voiee, may eqoally procure for Mm. 

If be be not prudent as well as pious, he may fte bronglit 
t»bnmoiB' bis andiencey and bis audiesee to ^tter bint 
witb a duwerDos emidatioo, tiH they will se^rcfely endure 
tenllt staelmom any other l^it* Nay^be ikiay iinpereep* 
tibfy be led not to-be-alimiyt satisfied with theatteotioa 
and improvement of his bearers, unless 4be aHeniion be 
aweeteoad by flattery, and tbe itsprovetneittfoUowed b^ 
caddtiveattaefameat. 

: The spirit of egceittstve foodaeta goieratel a spSriC of 
oontfovcfiy. Some <»f the ftdl«wei» wiH 'father improve 
IB casuistry than in Christkmity. tkey will be ntcnre bn^ 
aiM m opposhig Panl to Apoilos* than looking^nnto <' Jc^ 
SOS,- tbe avthor and Hoisber of their fintb f tinw in bring- 
iiig fbrtb ftiitts meet ^r tepentanee; Religions gosftip 
m^ assamc the place of rcU^n it^f« A party spirit is 
tbns geneiataii, and CbrUHanicy may bipin to be con^ 
lidesed as- a tbitig to be disenssed and dispatec^ to be 
btard and talked ab^Kit, rather tbaa ns the |»rod»ctlve 
ytindple of virtamiseondnet* 

' 'We owe; indeed, lively gfatHude and ai[eetioimt& at* 
tadunent to the Minister wto1iaafaitiiftdly4abonred for 
our edifica^n j but the Aalhor has soKaetimes notlieeda 
manner adopted bysomeiiyndiidoosadberentB/especiaUy 
of her own sex, which seems rather to en;6t their fk* 
i^onrite into the liead of a seet^ than to revefeneehfm as 
tlte pastor of a fiock. This mode of eviaeing an attacb- 

• TUm Miemic tattle is of a totally different chatactw froro that 
»pecie» of xdigiont aooYenatioa nKommended in the preceding^ 
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menty amiable in itself; is doobtl^ as distressilm te tke 
delicacy of the MiiUAter as it is trnfinFoanbte to rdigioi^ 
10 which it is apt to give an air of party. 
. May we be allowed to ammadvert more'isiinedittclf 
on the cause of declension in piety in some perspna wha 
fprqierly esliibited evideot marjt) of that secioasoess is 
their lives which they coatinQe,tp inculcate fronr the 
Pnlpit If snchhas been sometimes (we hopeitha^ been 
veiy rarely) thecase, may it not be partly ascribed to an 
unhappy notion that the iuuiie exactness in bis prifate de^* * 
potion, the same watchfoloess in his daily condnct, is not 
«qnaUy necessary in the advanced prof^ress as in the first • 
staples o( a Kligious course P He dftes not desist front 
warnhig his haarers of the continual necessity of tbes<l ' 
things, but is be npt in some danger of not applying the ' 
acoessity to himself f May be not begin to rest sMisfied 
with the inculcation without the practice? It i« tx»t 
probable indeed that he go^ so ihr as to establish hima^ 
as an exempt 4safe, bnt he slides from indolence into th^ ' 
exemption, as if its avoidance were not so necessary f«t 
him aafor others. 

*. Evdii the very lai^redoess of hid profession is not wifli- 
ont a snare. He may repeat the holy offices so often that * 
he may be in «huiger on the o^e hand, of sinking into tikte 
notion that it is a mere pro^K88ion,«rontheofiier^offO 
testing in it aa to make it Supercede the neeessitv of that 
strict personal relidon with which be set ont : mumy at 
least be satisfied with the occasional, witiiont the nnifovm 

Sractice. There isa danger-^ve-aidvert only to its posri- 
ility**-that bis very exactness in the pnUie exercise ofhis 
function may lead to a little justification of his remissncsa 
in secret duties. His 2ealoua«xpQsition of the scriptures 
to others aa^ satisfy him, though it does notnltroya lead 
to a practical application of them to bimself. 

But God, by requiring exemplary diligence ip tKedevo> 
tion of his appointed servants, would keep up in their 
minds a daily sense of their dependence oh him. If he 
does not continually teach by his spirit those who teach 
o there, they have little reason to e>pect success, and that- 
«4)irit will not be siven where it is notsongbtf or, ^ich 
is an awful cottsiueration, may be ^vitbdrawn, where it 
had been given and notimproTed as it might have been. 
• Sbontd thisnnha0pHy ever be the case, it wotJid almost 
reduce the minister ofChr^t to a mere engine, a' vehicle 
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tbrooj^ wliich knowledge was barely to pass, like tbeali* 
ctent omcles ^o ba<i notbiog to dowith the tnformiltion 
lust to coovej^it. Periiaps the poblic success of the best 
mea tias been, under GckI, piiiicipa]l3r owing to this, that 
tbeir: faittdiil mfnistratioA in the Temple has l^en niiiform<^ 
ly. preceded and followed by petitions in the doset ; that 
tlie trntli^ imiflaoted in the one have chiefly flooHshed 
fwom having b^^ watered by tlie tears and nourished by 
^le prayera of tlie other« 

We will hajeard^ bat one more observation on this dan- 
Mr<ms sin^ del ieat^ subject ; in this superficial treatment 
of wbich it is the tbin^ in the world the mostreniote from 
tfa^ vvf iter's wish to give the slightest offence to any pions 
m^oiber of an order which possesses her liighest venerA- 
tioB.— if tlie indefatigable Ubonrer in his great master^ 
vineyard, has, as innst often be the case, the mortification 
of Ito^g that his labours have failed of producing tbeir 
desired ^e<^t, in f^ome instance, where his wamiest hopes 
Imd been excited ;— if he teels that he has not benefited 
others as he bad earnestly desired^ this is precisely the 
moment to benefit himself and is perhaps permitted for 
that very end. Where his usefulness has been obviooily 
great, tb^ true Christian will be bumbled by the recollec* 
tion tbat he i« only an instrument. Where it has been 
less, Uie defeat of his hopes offers the best occasion^ 
which he will not lail to use, for improving bis humilfty; 
Thna ke may always be assured that good lias been done 
nomewhere, so that in any case his labour win not have 
been vaiojn the Lord. • 



CHAP. xvn. 

TttUE AND FALS^E ZEAL. 

It is one of the most important ends of cultivating that 
self-knowledge which v^e have elsewhere recommended, 
to discover what is the real bent of our mind, and which 
are the strongest tendencies of our cbaiactear ; to discover 
where onr disposif ion requires restraint, and where we 
may. be safely trusted with some liberty of indulgence. If 
the temper be fervid, an(| that fcrvdur be happily direo 
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Ud to reU|Sio% tiie most conMittiBAte pmdekiee witt lie 
reqaistie to restimiB ito <eiee68e8 witiMUt freeiiog its 
energies. 

If, OD tbe cfliiftniry, timidity aiidl ^diffidenoe b« the n^ 
tval pcopeoRty, we «haU be in dnaj^ of idling iBt# 
coldoett and ioaotifity with regaNi to cartel ves, and 
into too nnreaistinf a compliaiice witb tiie re^YisitiMA^ 
or too easy a conformity wtHi the liabits of others. U 
will therefore be an evident proof of christian seif-^w^ 
emment^ when the nan of too ardent zeal restm^na its 
outward ezpreftsion where it would <be aaseasonaHle ^ 
unsafe; while at will evince the •amedirtstian 8elf-denfe4 
inthefearfol and diffident character, to burst tlie f^ttefi 
of timidly, wliere dnty-^re^ires a hofy boldness; and 
when he is called tipoa« to lose all lesser fears in the lear 
of God. 

. It will then be one of ^efitat objects of achristian to gel 
his nndefffctandingiuid hisconscience tiioronghly enhghteo* 
ed ; to take an exact snrvey sot only of the whole con^ 
prehensive sohene of christhinity, bo« of his own cbarac»> 
ter; to discover, in 4rder4o porrect,lhe defects in faia 
^udgment^and to ascertain tlte deficiencies eten of his best 
qnadities. Through ignoranoe in these respects, though he 
may rea)ly be followiog up some good tendency, though 
he is even persuaded that he is not wrong either in bla mo* 
live or his object, he may yet be wrong in the nieasare^ 
wrong in Ifaemode, wrong in the applicatiott, though right 
in the principle. He must thereibre watch with a suspi- 
cious eye over his better qualities, wd guard his vefy vir-^ 
tnes from deviation and excess. 

His aeal, that indispensable ingredient in the eonip^si^ 
Hon of a great character, that quality^ vrithout which no 
great eniinettee either seenlar or religious has ever been 
attained ; which is essential to the acquisition of excel- 
lenee in arts and arms, inlearmng and piety ; that princf- 
pie without whteh no man will bo at>le to reach the per- 
fection of his natore, or to animate others to aim at tliat 
perfection, will ye$ liardly fnl to mhAead 'the animaited 
christhoi, if his knowle^e of what is risht and just, ifliit 
jindgmeot in the application of that knonledge do not keep 
pace with the: principle itself. « . 

Zeal, indeed, is not eo mnch an individual virtnc, as the 
prmeiple which gives -life and ootOuiing, as the spirit 
whJcli gives graceamlhengnity, m tlielemper which givrt 
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wfitintha^il^ctrgy to 'every other. It is tkat feelio|^ 
vriiic)!. ejuUts /the relifth of eyerjr dotjr* and sheds a losti^e 
«o the prfKstice of every virtue ; which, emhellishing evt- 
ioryjiiD»9POft^mHMl with its glowing tints, aaimates 
«v>ery qanlity of the heart with itsin vigorating motion, it 
may |>e said of veal aosong the wrtoes as of memory 
jiiiMing the £icDltpeS| that thongb it singly never madea 
great man, yet no man has ever made himself coospicu* 
iHWik igraatwl^tte it hesbeen wanting. 
:. Jm^ thinga however nast concpr before we can bo 
alio wed to determine whether tea) he really a virtoe or a 
vioie^ Those who are contending for the one or the other, 
will be in the situation of |ha two knights, who meetini^ 
ona. cross, rood, were on th%point c£ iighting about i^ 
^Oibanr^^a a^ whiph was sospended betweiffi them. 
One insisted it was gold ; the other maintained it was 
mH^W* .. TlM^duci was preveiUed by the interference of a 
passenger, who desired them to dniAge their positions. 
Both oroased over to the opposite *\i^ found the croas 
was gold on e«e side, and silver on the iother. £aeh ac- 
juv)wiedged his- opponent to be rin^t. 

rt>may be dispated whether fire be a good or an ev|l. 
,The infin who leels himaelf oheened by its kindly warmth, 
j» 8ssiire4 thatit i$ a benefit, bat he whose bonse it has 
just bnnit down will give another verdict -Not only tbo 
eanse, theij^fore, ia .which aeal is exerted most be good^ 
bat the pa^cmle itself most be under due regulation : oc^ 
like the. rapidly of tbe^traveller who gets into a wroi^ 
xoa^ it wiU opiy carry biw so asaeh the further out Of his 
way ; or. if he be in the right road* it will, tbron|[h inatte^ 
^dii} carry hiai.invohiatanly b^ond his destined pohoA. 
i;hai degree ot;.«otis)nise<|nally misleading, which detain* 
us short of our e<)bdj;0r<wjtoehpusbes.«8 beyond it. 

Tlie Apostie ^Mggests a useful precaution by expressly 
. asfierting Uiat it is^4a a good caus^* that '' we mast h$ 
zealpuslv a|bf.ted/* which implies this fortber trutb» tba^ 
where the caose is. not good, the mischief is proportioned 
to the aeaL. Btttiles|; weihoaU carry our limitations of 
the quality ^ any rettrw^ion of the seasons for exercising 
it, he tak^care to animate ua to its perpetual ejbarjfisoi 
by adding that we must be ofaiays so a^ted* 

Iftheiiyusticey the intoloiaiice andpersecation, with 
whicli a misguided aeai basso often atfictod the Choired 
of Oirist, in ito more csarly periods^ be hKnente^ as a ^ 
P 
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plomble evil, yet tins over-fbling^ Wisdom of' Provideoe^ 
edocing g6od from ev'Hr, made the very odamities wfai^b 
ialse zeal occasioned, tbe inatniments of producing thttt 
trae and Uirely zeaHo yrhicli w^ owe tbe §^noiu bind q£ 
Martyrs and CoofeMors, those brightest omameBtsofthe 
best periods of the Chnrch. This effif^ct, though a dear 
vindicatiou of that divine goodness which suffers «vily is 
DO apology for him who perpetiates it 
. It is curious toohserve the contrary operations of true 
andlals^ zeal, Which thooi ^ ...... 

difications of the same < 
conta<^t, repngnant, 
Thereb no attribute of the %nitian mind where Hfe di^ 
'ferent effects of the same principle have socb a total op- 
position : for is it not obvious that t>^ sarnie prioctpl^ 
nnder aiiother direction, which actuates the^caat la 
dragging the Maityr to the stake, enables the Martyr to 
embrace it? 

As a striking proof that the necessity forcaation is not 
imaginarry/it has'been observed that the Holy Scriptaies 
record more instances of a bad zeal tbanot-agoodaaei. 
I'hisfttrnii'liesthe mon anthoritattve argument for regula- 
ting tilts impetuous principle, and for governing -it hy all 
those restrictions which a feeling so calculated for good 
and ^o capable -of evil demands. 

It was %eal, but of a blind and fitridos charaoter, which 
produced the massacre on the day of St. Bartholomew^ 
a day to which th6 monmftil shiains of Job have been so 
well applied.— '*^ Let that day perisi). Lift it not be joior 
ed to the days of the year. Let darkness and the sfaiiiT 
dow qf death stain it^^—It was a zeal tlie most bloody; 
■combined with a perfidy the most det^stabl^ which m- 
^amed the execrable Florentine*,' whefi, baviiigon thi> 
occasion invited so many illustrious protestants to Pan9 
nnder the alluring mask of a pnhKc festivity, she <ro&; 
Irivcd to involve her guest, thepioas queen : of Navarne) 
and the venerable CoHgm- in ^ho general ma^s of nndis- 
ting^ijihed destruction. ' The rojfal and pontifieat Mn^ 
Ains;not satisfied vnth the sfny-eonv^rted it into a In* 
umph. Medak were stnu^k inboamirof a deed whi<*h 
has no parallel even in the Annals' of Pagan persecutiaif. 

• Even gloi^ did aiyt content the pernicious plotters .of 
4hfs direful Tragedy. l>evdtibn was caOed in to be 

• J . i ^ . Ylie crowii $niA i^nsomnation <xf their erhne 
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Tbe bkckcst hypocrisy was made use of to sanctify the 
l^olest miitder. ' The iniquity cocild not be complete 
witboat solemnly thanking God for its success. Tlie 
Pope and Cardinals proceeded to St. Mark's Churck 
Vh^r^ they praiied thfe ' Almiglity for so preat a blessing 
Conferred on the See of Romp, and the Christian world. 
A solemn jubilee completed the preposterous mummery. 
— *Thfe 2ea1 iff devotion wasas mnch worse than even the 
seal ofninrder, a^ thankipg God for jenablingMis to com- 
hiit a sin is worse than the co>hmiss?on itself. A wicked pi- 
e^ is still more disgusting than a wicked act. God is less 
offended by the sin itself than by the thaiik-oiTeriiig of its 
perpetrators.' It looks like a black attempt to involve 
the Creator in the crime.* 

• It was this exterminating zeal which made the four- 
t^th Louis, bad in the profligacy of his youth, worse in 
file 9operstition of his age, revoke the tolerating Edict 
winch might have drawn down a Messing on his king- 
dom.^—One species of crime was called, on, in hw days of 
blind devotion, to expiate another committed in his days 
6f mad ambition. But the expiation was even more in- 
tolerable than the olFenee. The havoc made ^ by the 
(%ord of civil persecittion was a miserable at<taiement 
^r the blood which unjust aggression had shed in foreign 
warn. 

' It was this impioos and crn€l zeal which inspired the 
4|lonk t>oroinic in erecting the' most infernal Tnbuhal 
#Mch ever itivdntiV^ bigotry projected to dishonour the 
Christiah liaiHe, and witlT Which pertinacious barbarity 
liasc<mtitlttedfor^bove«|U centuries, t6 af^ict the hu 
nian race. 

For a Complete eontrastto this perni<^oas zeal we need 
iWt, blessed be God, travel baek into remote history, nor 
abroad into distant realms. This happy' land of civil aqd 
refigioui liberty can furnish a conntleR^ catalogue of in- 
stances of a pure, a wise, and a ^etl directed zeal. Not 
to swell the list, we will o&Iy mention that it has in our 
own Age, produced the Society for priamoting Christian 
HiKiwIedge, the British atid Foreigti Bible Society, aud 
the Abolition of the AfHcah Slave Tr^de.— Three as no- 
1^, and T^ich will, we trust, be as lUsting monuments 
as ever ilatidnal Virtue erected to inife piety. These are 

• See Thttsaui for a most affeetinij^ .«iid^ exact asoannt oC tlu> 
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idstittfticms i/fhkh bear the ceniiiDe stamp of Cbriatiaiu- 
ty, not originating in party, foaaded in disintierestednesB, 
and compreheading tne best interests of almost the whole 
habitable globe— *< without partiality and wrthont hy- 
pocrisy." 

Why we hear so much in praise of zeal from a certain 
class of religious characters, is partly owing to their hav- 
ing taken np a notion that its required iexertions relate 
to the care of other people's salvation rather than to 
their own ; and indeed the ca^ua¥ prying into a jaeigh- 
boar's hou^e, though much more entertaining, is not n^ 
so troublesome as the censtailt inspection of one^s.own. 
It is observable that the otitcry against zeal among the 
irreligious is -raised en nearly the same ground, as the cla- 
mour in its favour by these professors of relrgioa.*' lie 
former suspect that the zeal of the religionist evaporates^ 
in censuring jC&fir impiety, ahd in. eagerness fort Aeir con- 
version, instead of being directed to themsdves.' This 
snpposed anxiety they resent, >and give a practical propf 
of their resentment by resolving not to profit by it 

Two very erroneous opinioii^s exist, respecting, zeall 
I(f is commpnly supposed to indicate a want 0f Icharity,' 
ind the two principles are accused of maintaining sepa-' 
rate interests. This is ao far from beiog^ the case| that 
charity is the firm associate of that zeal of which it is sus- 
pected to be the enemy. Indeed, this is so infallible a 
criterion by which to try its sincerity, that yfe shpuld be 
apt to suspect the legitimacy of the zeal whidi Is lUiaC'^ 
companied by this fair ally. 

Another opinion equally erroneoas is not a little preva- 
lent—that where there is much seal there is little or no 
prudence. N^w t sound jind tober zeal is not such an, 
idiot as to neglect to provide for its own success ; and' 
Wduld that succesfi be provided for^ without employing 
^r its accomplishment, every precaution which prudence 
can suggest ? True zeal therefore will be as discreet as 
it is fervent, well knowing that its warmest efforts will be 
neither effectual, nor lasting, vnthont those provisioiis 
which discretion alone can make. No quality is ever 
possessed in perfectaon where its opposite is wanting -, 
zeal is not Christian fervor, but animal heat, if not asso- 
ciated with charity and prudence. 
"Zeal indeed) like otiier good things, i» frequently ca- 
umnjated because it is not onderstood ; and it may 
sometimesdeserve censure, as being the effervescence of 
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^tfaat weak bfit vrt^l meaning mtnd whicfi will defeat the 
' e^rts not oafy or tbis^'bnt of erery other goo4 propen* 

That mo&t valuable faculty therefore of intellectual 
«rMui, thejudgn^ent, the enlightened^ impartial, unbiaued 
jndgnseiQt, most be kept in perpetual activity, not 
only in ord^toaiiceriam that the. cause be. good, but 
.to deler?niu6 also the de^ee of its. iinportance in 
any giveii cafse, that vie may not blindly assign an un- 
dine Mue to an inferior sood : for want of this dis- 
.crimtnatiou me may be fitting a vindmilV when we 
tuncy we are attacking a fort. We must prove not 
only whether the thing contended fbr be right^ bnt wheth- 
.er Jt be essential; whether in oitr eagerness. to attain 
tliiaaabordinategood we may not be sacrificing, or neg- 
lecting, things of more real consequence. Whether the 
va^ue we assign to it may not be even imaginary. , 
. Above all, we should examine whether we do not oon- 
t^d forit chiefly because it happens to fall in with onr 
.own humour, ox onr own party, more than on account of 
Its intrinsic wortli -, whether we do not wish to distin- 
guish ourselves by our pertinacity, and. to append our- 
selves to die party rather than to the princi)^ ;and thns^as 
popularity, is often gained by the worst part of a man's 
character, whether we do not ptincipalW- pei^ist from 
the hope of becoming poputai*. The ravourite adage 
that le jeu ne mut pas ia ehanddle might serre a& an ap- 
propriate motto to one half of the contentions which oi- 
vide and distract the world. 

' ' This zeal, hotly exercised for mere circumstantials, for 
ceremonies different in tliemselve8,for distinctions rather 
ihan difierence9,.has unhappily assisted in causing irre- 
parable separations and dissentions in the Christian world, 
even whe^e the diampions on both sides were gr^at and 
good men. Many of the points which have been the 
sources of altercation were not worth insisting upon, 
where the opponents agreed in the grand fundamentals of 
faith and practice. 

Biit to consider zeal as a general question^ as a thing 
of everyday experience. — ^^lie whose piety is most sin- 
cere will be likely to be the most zealous. . But tliongh 
zeal is an indication, and even a concomitant of since- 
rity, a burning zeal ia sometimes seen where the 8in<;erity 
i« somewhat ffiestioaable. ^ . 

. p£ Digitized by LiOOgle 
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For where seal is generated by ignormee it is eomracHi* 
ly fostered by self-will. That wkich we have enbraced 
through false judgment we maintain tbroagh false honoar. 
Pride is genmlly called in to nurse the oifepring ef er« 
ror. It is from this confederacy that we frefueatly aee 
those who are perversely zealous for |k>iDt8 Whi<A can ad4 
nothing to the cause or Christian trdfth^ wheCber tiK;y 
" irre rej^ted or i^taioed, cold aikd iaditerent Bbmt the 
great tbrags which involve the salvation* of -man. 

Though all momentous trutl^ all indispeosable ifeties, 
are, in thelomhioui tokimeofin^piration, miMfes^obvi^ 
oos that thdse may read wbo tub, the eontested matters 
are not only so comparatively little as to he by na means 
worthy of the heat" they exctte, but are rendered sft 
doubtibly not in themselves^ but by Uie opfMite systems 
bnilt on them, that he who fights for them ts not alwiya 
sure whether he he right or not ; and if be cai'iy fats 
point he can make no moral use of hid victory. This ia- 
at»d is not his concern. It is enough that be has con- 
quered, llie importance of the object having never de* 
pend(M on its worth, but on the Opinion of bis right to 
maintain that worth. 

The Gospel assigns very different degrees of impor- 
tance to aJIowed practices and commanded datieai It 
by no means censures those who were rigorons in their 
payment of the most inconsiderable tythes ; bot seeing 
this dnty was not only put in competition with, but pre*, 
ierred before, the most important doties, even jodgmeat^ 
mercy, and faith, the flagrant hy|[>ocri!^'was pointe<fiy 
censured by me ekn ess itself. 

This opposition of a scrupulous exactness in paying tb^ 
petty demand on three paitiy bet^, to the neglect of 
tlie three cardinal clmstian virtues, exhibits as complete 
and instructive a specimen of that frivolous and false teal 
which, evaporating in trifle?, wholly overlooks those 
grand points on which hangs eternal life, as can be 
conceived. 

This passage serves ta corroborate a strikmg fact, that 
there is scarcely in Scriptnre any precept eiiforced which 
has not some actual exemplification attached to it The 
historical parts of the Bible, therefore, are of inestimable 
value, were it only on this single ground, that the appen- 
ded trnthsand principles so abundantly scattered through 
thern^ are in general so happily illustrated By them. They 



TikVt ANB PALM tEAX. 175 

are not dry q>boriii» and cold profiositioos^ which stand 
singly) and cKseoilnected, but troths suggested by the 
ercttt, but pt^&epU gvtmiag ootof the occasidn. Tbe^ 
recoHection of the prmeiples vecals to the ftiind the in* 
ttitietlve«tory fvhieli they ettrieb, while fte remenibraitee 
of the eircniBstaiKie Htiprease^ ih€ setlthnent npon the 
hettrt Thti^ the' doctfhiey like ti preeioiis gem, u at once 
preserved and emMHsiMd by the oarrathFe being thade a 
.frame in which t» enriiHne it. 

True aea) wilt'first exercise itself in earnest desires, in 
•teereosing ardor to obtain higher degrees of ilUirolnation 
in iMa own mimfe; tn f^fvent prayer that this growing 
-l^ht may operate to the itnpro^^mehtofdur practice, 
^t tbeinfliNfRcesOf divine grace mliy become more ont* 
^(rardiy percejhible by^tlie increaistng correctness of onr 
hahit»; thaterery holy affecftion may be followed by its 
corretpendent act; whether ^f obedience or of resigna- 
iionyof doiBg,oror»Dflbdng; '' 

But the effects Of ft ^ennine and enlightened zeal wiU 
not stop here; It will' be Visible in our diseonrse with 
^iDse to whom we may have a probability of being useful. 
But though we should not confine the exercise of our 
seal to our cdnvemati^Ma, nor our attention to the opin- 
ions andprBcticeS of others, yet this, when not done with 
n bustling fcHid of interference; and ofF<hfisi ve forwardness, 
is proper and osefnl. It is indeed ft natural effect of zeal 
to appear where it exists, as a fire which really bums 
imM not be presented i'irom emitting both light and heat; 
y^ we should labour pHncfpatly to keep np in onr owo 
minds the pfous feelings wliich religion has excjted'there. 
'fhe bttghtest ^Same-will decay if ifo means are used to 
Iceep it ftlrre. Pure seat vHll cherish eveiy hofy affection, 
and by encreasing evefy pious disposition will animate 
us to every duty. It will add neW force to oar hatred o* 
sin, fresh contrition to oin* repentance, additional vigonr 
ta«urresohitions, and will impart angmented energ}' to 
♦very virtue. It will give life to our devotions, and spirit 
to all onr actions. 

When a true^eal has fixed these riglTf affections In onr 
own hearts, the same principle will, as we bavie already 
observed, make us earnest to excite them hi others. No 
good man wishes to go to heaven aloiie, and none ever 
wished others to go tlrf ther without earnestly endeavour- 
ing to uwidfLen light affections in them. That wit) be a 
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false xeal whidi does not begin with the v^|;^tloa of dor 
own lieMts. Xhat will he an Uiibeial *ai\ which &top0 
- where it begins. A ttiie seal will efXeni itself threi^ 
the whole sphere of its possessor's inftnenee. Chiistiaii 
«aal like Chiistiin ohiirity wiU begkiathome^ but neither 
the one nor the other most end there. . 

Bnt that we ron^t not eonfine our seal to vfktre cpnyer* 
sation ^ not only implied but expressed in Seriptme. 
'£he Apostle does not exhort us to be aealoAft only of §p(^ 
Hwrda bat of good works- Trae Beal ever produces tnift 
benevMenee. It ifroiild extend the l>lessina8 which w« 
ourselves enjoyi to the whole heinan race. It will canse- 
qaentlystirns np to exert all our infloence lo tlie.exteii- 
sion of religion, to iLhe advancement of every weU coo- 
^ certed andVelleondacted plan, calculated to enlarge the 
Umits ofhuman happiness, tuid more especially to promote' 
the eternal interests of human kind. 

But if we do not first strenuously labour for our own 4- 
tomtnation, how shaU wo presume to enli^ten others ? It 
is a dangerous presumption, to busy ourselves in impro- 
ving othersi before we have diligently sought our own 
unprovement Yet.it is a vanity not uncommon that the 
first feetinps* be thef true orfatee, which resemble devo- 
twn, the hrst £ftint ray of knowledge which has imper- 
fectly dawned, e&eites in cei^tain raw minds an eager im^ 
patience to communicate to others what they themselves 
iMve not yet atlamed. Hence the novel swarms of uniu- 
atCQCted iiBStruoton,of teachers who have had no time to 
learn. The act pievioas to the imparting knowledge 
should seem to be that of aequiring it. Nothing would 
so effectually check an irregular, and improve a temperate 
zeal, as the pecsflm^ discipline, the self acquaintance 
which we have so repeatedly recommended. 

True Christian zeal will always be known by its distin- 
guishing and inseparable properties. It, will be warm in- 
deed, not from teoiperament bnt principle'.. — It will be 
humble, or it will not be Cknati4m. seal.— tt will restrain 
its impetuosity that it may the more effectually promote 
it object — It will be. temperate, softening wiiat is strong 
in the act by gentleness in the manner.— It will be tolera- 
ting, willing to graot what it would itself desire.— It will 
be forbearing, in the hope that the offence it censures may 
lie an occasional failing, and not a habit of the roind^ — It 
will be candid, making a tender allowance for tlioee im- 
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peHectioiis which beings^ fallible UiemtelreflyOnght taex- 
pect from bnmiiii infimitty. — It m\t be rettsoDabld—em- 
ploying fair argument and tfflfeiftioiistercnHMistraDce, in- 
stead of irritating by the adoption of violence, instiNid-of 
mortifying by theassomption df siiperiorlty. 

He, who^ in private 'society Allows himself hn violent an*' 
ger or anhalkmed bhterfiess, or acHmonioas railing, in 
reprebendiiiglbe fimHs of anotfaer, might, did his power 
keep pi^ee with bis hicUtotion, h^ve recoarse to other 
weapons. He would probably banish and barn, eoiifis-* 
cate and imprii^on, and think then as he thinks now, that . 
he is doing God service. . . 

If there be any quality which demands a clearer sights 
a tighter rem, a stricter watchfulness than another, zeal is 
that quaHty. The h^rt Where it is wanting has no eleva- 
tion ; where it is not guarded, no security. The pmdence 
^ith which it is exercised is the surest evidence of its in- 
tegrity ; for if intemperate, it not only raises enemies to 
ottrsefves but to God. It augments the natural emnity to 
religion instead of increasing her friends. 

But if tempered by charity, if blended with benevo- 
lence, if sweetened by kindness, if evinced to be honest ^ 
by its influence on your own condnct, and gentle by iu ' 
effect on your manners, it may 'lead yeuf irreligious ac- 
dnaintance to Inquii^ inore closdyin what consists the 
distinction b«t^een them and yon. Yoti will already by 
this mildttess have won their aflbefiona. Your next step 
may be to gaiii over their jadgment. ' They may be t^ to 
^xamme whkt sotitf grounds of difference subsist between 
yon and them. What substantial i^aiton you have for not 
^phig their lengths. What sound argument they can offer 
for not gotogyonrft. ' . • 

' But it may possibly be asked, after all, where do wd 
perceive any symptoms of tIffS iifflammatory distemper ^ 
Should not the prevalence^ or at least the existence of a 
disease be ascertained previoi^ to the application of the 
remedy ? That it exists is sufficiently obvious, though it 
must be configssed that among thi^ higher ranks it has nut 
hitherto spread very widely ; nor is its progress likely to 
be yety alarming, or its effects Very malignant. It is ti> 
belapientM that in every ^nk indeed, coldness and in- 
difference, carelessnes!iandneg!eet,arethe reigning epi. 
.demies. These are diseases far more difficult of cnre^ 
diseases not more dai^erons to th^ patient tfmn distres* 
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siDg to the phytician, who generally finds It more diflcult 
to raise « sluggish habit tfaiu to lower an occasional heat. 
The inpnidently eealoiis man, if he be sincere^ may, by » 
discreet regimen, be bronght to a state of complete sani* 
ty ; bnt to rouse from a state of morbid indifference -, to 
iMUce from a total relaxatiob of the system, mast be the 
tmniediate work of the great physician ofsonls; of him, 
who can effect even this^ by his spirit accompanying this 
poweifol word, ** Aw9ke, thon that sleepest, and arise 
from the dead, and Chtist shall give thee light." 



CHAP.XVm. 

INSBN619IUTT TO ETXRNAL THINGS. 

Insensibility to et«i<nial things, in beings who are 
staridiog on the brink of eternity, is a madness which 
wonld be reckoned among prodigies, if it we];e not so 
common. It would be altogether incredible, if the nam - 
berless instances we have of it, were only related, and 
not witnessed, were only heard of, and not experienced. 

If we had a certain prospect of a great estate, and a 
splendid mansion wtiicn we knew must be odrs in a iie\V 
dfiys ; and not only ourH» as a Wquest, but an inheritance ; 
not only as a possession, bnt a perpetuity ; if, in the mean 
time, we rented, on a precarious lease, a poltry cottage, 
in bad repair, ready to tall, and from which, we knew we 
mast at all erents soon be turned put, depending on the. 
proprietor's will, whether the ejectment might not be the 
next minnte; would it argde wisdom or even common, 
sense, totally to overlook our near and noble reversion,, 
and to be so fondly attached to our falling tenement, as. 
to spend |reat part of our thne and thoughts in suppor- 
ting its rums by props, and concealing its decays by djec- 
orations? To be so absoited in the little sordid pleasures . 
of this frail abode, as not even to cultivate a taste for the' 
deNgbts of the mansion, where such .treasures are laid up 
for us, and on the possession of which we fully reckon in. ' 
spite of our neglect; this is an excess of inconsideration, 
whichlftost be seen to be credited. 

It is a striking laet, that the acknowledged nncertala- ' 
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\y of life drives worldly men to make sore of eveiy thing 
depending on it except tbeir eternal concerns. It lead^ 
them to be regnlatin their accounts, and exact in tbeir 
bargains. They are «fratd of risking ever iso little pro« 
perty, on s» precarious a teirare as life, witbont insuring 
a reversion. There are even some who specalate on the 
imcertainty of life as a trade. Strange^ that this accu- 
rate calcubtion of the duration of liie should not involve 
si serious attention to its end t Strange, that the criti* 
<^l annattant should totelly' overlook his perpetuity ! 
Strange, that in the prudent care not to risk a fraction 
of property, e^ual eve should not be taken, not to risk 
etemalsalvation ! 

We are not snpposwg ilagitibns characters, remarkable 
for any thing which the world calls wicked ; we are not 
sRpposing tfaeiv wealth obtainied by iajnstice, or increas- 
ed by oppression. We are only supposing a soul drawn 
aside ft'om God, by the altvring baits of a world, which, 
like the treacherous lover of Atalanta, causes him to lose 
the victory by throwing golden apples in His way. The 
shining baits are.obtainel, but the race is lost ! > 

To worldly mea of a grayer cast^ business may be as 
formidable an enemy as pleasure is to those of a ligbU^r 
turn : Business has so sober an air that it looks like vir- 
tue, and virtuous it certainly is, when carried on in a 
proper spirit, with due modeiation, and in the fear of 
God. To have a lawful employment, and to pursue it 
viritb diligence, is not only right and honourable in itself, 
but is one of the best preservatives from temptation.* 

When a iuan pleads in his favour, tlie diligence busi- 
ness demands, the seLMenying practices it imposes^ the 
patience, the regularity, the industry indispensable to its 
success, when Ik argues that these are habits of virtue, 
that they are a daily discipUoe to the mpral man, and that 
the world could not subsist without business, he argues 
justly '.—but when he forgets his interests in the eternal 
worid, when be neglects to lay up a treasure in heaven, 
in order that he may augment a store whicb be doe^ not 
want, and, periiaps, does not intend to use, or uses to 
purposes merely secular^ he i« a bad calculator of the 
relative value of things. 

• Tkit aecnrate Judge of bonma Kfe^ Br.' Johnwir^iiatofm been 
hesrd by the writer of theie {Wges ta <dU(vve» that it vat thf( {^«atett 
mufortane vrhicfa c<rald befit! a man to have been bred to no profcs- 
lion, and pttheticiilljr to regret that this misfo/tune was his owr.. 
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Bmmtea hu an bonoawble aspect as4>eiBg opf^aseil 
to icMenes^ the mo9t hopeless offspring of the whole pro* 
geny of «io. . The man of basJuetis- ^mparing himself 
with the man of tlissipaUpn, feels af^irandfiataral con- 
•eiousness'oC his own valoe, fmd of the superiority of fa^ 
own pnrsttits. Bnt tt is by comparison that, we deceive 
ourselves to onr rain. BasipeisSfWlkether professional, com^ 
merctaly or political, endangers minds of a better cast, 
minds which look down on pleaanre as beneath a ^ink- 
jag being. But if bnatnesa absorb the a^^ions, if it 
0wa11ow*p time, to the neglect of eteivity ; if.it gene- 
rate a worldly spirit ; if it cherish cmretousness ; if itisn- 
gage the mind in long views, and amfoitiotis pursaits, it 
may be aa dangeroot; at its more inconnderate and fii- 
voloas rival. The grand evil of both^iea in <he aliena^ 
tton of the heart from God^ Nay, in one respect, the 
danger is greater toym who is the bestemplo;^. The 
man of pleasure, however thooi^tleas, can never make 
himself believe that he ia doiu^; right. The man pinnged 
in the sertons bwtle of business, cannot easily persnade 
himself that he may be doing wrong. 

Cotnamtatioo, compensation, and substitution, are the 
grand engmes which 'wo&ldI'Y RfiUGioN incessantly 
keeps in play. Her's is a liic of barter, a state of spi- 
ritual tramc, so much indulgence for so many good works. 
The implication is, '< wc ha^e a rigorous -master,*^ and i^ 
is but ^tr to indemnify ourselves for the severity of his 
requisitions ; jiist as an overworked servant steals a holt- 
day. '' These persons," sa^san eminent writer*, ^ smuh- 
tain a m«»i» and iuum with heaven itself.** They set 
bounds to €k>d's prerogative,'lest it ahoukl too much en- 
croach on man's privitege. 

We have elsewhere observed, that if we incite people 
to embrace religion on the mere mercenary ground of 
present pleasure, they will desert it ^s soon as they find 
themselves disappointed. Men are too ready to cla- 
mour for the pleasures of piety, before Uieyhave, t dare 
say, entitled themselves to them, but put themselves info 
the wayof receii^ing them. We should be angry at that 
servant, who made the receiving of his wages a prelimi- 
nary to the performance of his work. This is not meant 
IQ establish the merit of works, but the necessity of onr 
seeking that transforming aud purityiog change which 

• Th« teamed and pious JvhaSmitli^Qale 
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^arae^eriaEes the real Cbristian; imleild of coMplaioln^ 
tiiat we dp not possess tbose coosolationt, which can be 
consequent otlly on such a matation of the mind. 

But if men consider this world on the true scriptiir« 
g^ounf)> as a state of probation ; if they consider 1^11^41011 
as a school for happiness indeed, bat of which the coi»- 
snmmationiaooly to beei\joyedin heaven, the Chnstiaa 
iiope will support thein ; the Christian fiiith will str«ngtl»^ 
en them* They will serve diUgenUy, wait patiently^ love 
cordially I obey faithfally, and be steadfitet under all trials, 
BQSUined by the cheering promise held out te him <^ who 
cjobdures to the end." 

There are certain characters who seent to have a gradu- 
ated scale of vices. Qf this scale they lieep clear of the 
lowest degrees, and to rise above the highest they are 
iiot ambitious, forgetful that the same principle which 
ppe rates m the greater, operates also in tlie less. A life 
of inces^uit gtatificatioa does not alarm the conscience, 
yet it is equally unfavourable to religion, equally destrnc- 
iUve. of its. pnnciple, equally opposite to its spirit, witii 
more obvious.yices. 

, These are thie habits wfaidi, by relaxing the mind and di»- 
solving the heart, particularly foster i^ifference to our 
spiritual state and ip^ensibUity to the things, of eternity. 
J^ lif^of voluptuousness, if it be not a life of actual sin, 
)^ a disqualiUcation for holiness,. for happiness, for heaven. 
It not only iUienates the heart iroin God, but lays it open 
to every temptation to which natural temper ipay invite, 
Of incidenUl circumstances allure. The worst passions 
Jte dormant in hearts given up to selfish indiilg,eaces, 
always ready to start into action as o<M:asibn«alls. 

Voluptuousness and irreligion play into e^^ch other^s 
hands: they are reciprocally cause and effect. The 
looseness of the principle confirms the carelessness of the 
conduct, while toe negligent conduct in its own vindica- 
tion shelters itself under tlie supposed security of unbe- 
lief. The instance of the Rich Man in the Parable of 
. JUuEarus, strikinsly illustrates this truth. 

Whoever doubts that a life of sensuality is consistent 
with the niost unfeeling barbarity to the wants and suf- 
ferings of others ; whoever doubts that boundless ex* 
pense and magnificence, the means of procuring which 
were wrong from the robbery and murder of a' lacerated 
world, may not be associated with that robberv and mur^ 
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der,->1etliim turn to the gorgeous festivities and nnraraU 
leled pageantries of VersniUes and Saiut Qoad.— 'fbere 
tlie imperial Harlequin, from acting tbe deepest and the 
longest Tragedy tUat ever drew tears of blood from an 
audience composed of the mrbole civilized Globe, by a 
sudden 'stroke of bis magic wand, shifts the scene to the 
most preposterous 'Pantomime i-^- 

TThcpe moo^j QiadiMu laugbinf wUi 
Amidst oetercn woe, 

gloomify contemplates ttie incoi^nious spectacle, sees the 
records of the Tyburn Chromole embellished widi the 
Kvaiiton splendours of the Arabian tales ; behoHs 

Ferv«ne,aU monscnwi^all pnodigiookthiiigs ; 
beholds Tyranny with his painted vizor of patriotism, and 
Polygamy with her Janus iace of p^titicat conseieoce and 
counterfeit aii^eetton 611 the fore ground ; white "scepter^ 
ed parasites, and phicbbeck potentates, tricked oot with 
the shining spoils of plundered empires, and decked witlk 
the pilt^rtd orowns of deposed and exikd Monarchs^ 
iU and empty the changmg scene, with " exits and with 
entranced," aa fleeting and unsubstantial as the pro^^ei^. 
of Banqub ;— beholds inventive but fruitless art, soticit- 
eusly decorate the ample stage to conceal the stains ot 
blood — stains as indelible as those which the ambitions 
wife of the irresolnte Thane vainly strove to wash from 
her polluted hauds„ while in her ^eping deiiriuai shia. 
eontwned to cry, 

Still here'k tlie 6019II of blood.; 
Thep«rfaiiies of Anbia will not twi^tea it. 

But to return to the genei^ question. %^t ns^ not In* 
quire whether these unmeling tempers and setdsh h&btts 
oficnd society, and discredit us with the world ; b«1^ 
whether they feed our corruptions and put ns in a 'pos<^ 
ture unfas'ourable to all interior improvement ; whether 
they oilend God and endanger the soul ; whether the 
gratification of self is the life which the Hedeemer 
taught or lived ; whether sensuality is a snitable prepa- 
cation for that state where God himself who is a spirit, 
win constitute all the happiness, of spiritual beings. 

Buttbeseare not the only^ p^haps not the greatest 
dangers. The intellectual vices^the spiritual otfences, 
may destroy. the soul without nin^h injuring the credit. 
These have not, like vohiptuousness, their seasons of ^ 
tematioQ and repea^^ Here the principle is in continual 



<0[>er$if Koa. Envy ha^ no interval. Ambitloii never cools. 
f*ride never sleeps. The principle at least is always 
awake* An intemperate man is soraetimes sober, but a 
proQd imUk is never humble. Where vanity yekns, she 
rei^os always. These interior siiif are more di^cult of 
extirpation, they are less easy of detection, wore hard to 
come at ; and, as the citadel sometiines hold oiit after the 
outworks are taken, these sins of the heart are the latest 
cfonqoered in the moral warfare. , 

Here lies the distinction between the worldly and the 
religioRs man. itk alarm enough for the Christian that 
he ^elsaoy propensities to vice. Against these propen- 
sities be watches, strives a,nd prays : and though he is 
thatikfttl for the tictory when be has resisted the tempta- 
llofi, beean feel no elation of heart while conscious of 
Inwttrd ditpoiftiona,whicfa nothing but divide gitice ena- 
liltft him to keep from breaking out into a flame. He 
Aett that there id no way to obtain ^e pardon of sin bot 
to leove Offvlimiilg : He AseU that though repentance is 
aota davilKft', yet tbat there caai be no salvation whete 
ihete is so repentance. Above all, b^ knows that the 
proinise of remission of sin by the death of Christ is the 
only solid gTontid of comfbrt* However correct his 
present life inay be^ the weight of past c^ences woufd 
bang so heavy on his conscience, that withoot the atoa* 
ing blood of his Redeemer, despair of pardon for the past 
woBld leave him hopeless. He would continue to sio, as 
an extravagant bankrupt, who can get no acquittal, would 
continue to be extravagant, because no present frugality 
iXKild redeem his former debits. 

It is sometimes pleaded that the 1ab<^r attached to 
persons in high public stations, and importaat empiojr- 
ntents, by leaving them no time, fmvishes a reasonable 
excuse for the omission of their reUgions duties. Tliese 
apologies are never offered for any such neglect in the 
poor man, though to him every day biings the inevitable 
return of his tvc^Ive hoivrs* labour without intermission 
and without mitigation. 

But surely the more important the station, the higher 
and wider the sphere of action, the more imperious is the 
call for religion, not only in the way of example, but even, 
in the way of success ; if it be indeed granted that there 
is such a thing as divine influences, if it be allowed that* 
God has a blessii^ to bestow. If the^ordinary man who 
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has only himself to govero, requires tbat aid, how urgent 
is hii necessi'ty who has to govern millions ? What an aw- 
ful idea, could we even suppose it realized, tbat the 
weight of a nation might rest on the bead of him lirhosA 
heart looks not up for a higher support ! 

Were we aJludins to Sovereigns, and not to Statesitieo, 
we need not look beyond the Throne of Great Brita^ 
for tlie instance of a Monarr:h who has never ntaide tne 
cares att€ndant on a Iking an excuse for neg(ectiD[^ his 
doty to the King of Kings. 

The Politician, tlie Warrior, and the Orator, find it 
peCRliarly hard to renounce in themselves that wisdooi 
and strength to Which they believe that the rest of thh 
world are looking up. The man of station or of genMli, 
when invited to the self-denying doties of Christiiuiity, 
as well as he who has ** great possessions," goes away 
" sorrowing.'* 

But to know that they must end, stamps vanity on aD 
the glories of life;' to know that they must end soon, 
stamps infatuation, not only on him who 8aCTtfic«s his 
conscience for their acquisition, bat on him wbd,thoB||^ 
upright in the dischanie of his duties, discharges them 
without any reference to God.— Would the conqueror 
or the orator reflect when the " laurel crown is placed 
on his brew, how soon'it willbe folfbwedby the cypreSi 
wreath,'* it would lower the delirium of ambitioii, it 
would cool the intoxication of prosperity. 

There is a general kind of belief in Christianity, prv^ 
valent among inen of the world, which, by soothing the 
conscience, prevents self inqtiiry. That the holy, scrips 
tnres contain the will of God they do not qnestioif ; 
tliatthey contain the best system <tf ^morals, they fre- 
quently assert : bn^ they do not feel the necessity of ac* 
quiring a correct no tiop of the doctrines those scriptiiies 
involve. The depravity oC man, the atonement nmde by 
. Christ, file asskiance of the Holy Spirit— "these they co»- 
sideras the metaphysical part ofreligiop,into which it is 
not of much importance to enter, and by a species of 
self 6attery, they satisfy tiiemselves with an idea of a& 
ceptablencss wi^ their Maker,' as a state to be attained 
without the humility, laith, and newness of life which they 
require, and which are indeed their proper concomitants. 
^' ^ man 4l6orhed in-a multitude of serular concern^ 
decent but uQawakened,listens,withakind of respeclAil 



ETERNAL THINGS. tS^ 

4BseDfiii>tlify, to the overtures of religion. He considers 
the Cborch as venerable from Uer antiquity, and impoT* 
tant fi-om her conneuon with the state. No one is more 
alive td her pohticat, nor more dead to her spiritual im* 
Ikartance. He is aiixions for her existence, bat iadiffer- 
etit ta her doctrines. These he considers as a general 
iimtter in which he has no individual conoenu He con- 
^tdera relsgiOiis observances as something decorohs but 
unreal ; as a grave eastern made respeclahie by public 
tisage, and long prescription. He admits .that the poor 
who have little to eqjoy, and the idle vrho have little to 
do, tamtot do better than make over to God that time 
iwmcb <^nnot be turned to a more profitable account* 
Religion^ he thinks, may properly enough employ leisure^ 
iknd QCl^vpy old age. But though both advance towards 
himself with no imperceptible step, he is still at a loss to 
iletermine ihe precise period when tlie leisure is suffi- 
cient, Or the a^ enough advanced. , It recedes as the 
destined season approaches. He continues to intend 
i&oving, but he cbntinues to stand still. 
. <3ompare his drowsy sabbaths with, the animation of 
the days-(^ business, you would not think it was the same 
maD. The one are to be got over, the odiers are enjoyedi 
He go^ from the dull decencies,, the shadowy forms, for 
such they are to him, of public worshipi ta the solid rea- 
lities of his worldly concerns, to the qheerfql activities 
€if aecular life, luese he considers as bonnden, almost 
as exclusive duties. The others indeed nay not be 
wrong, but these he issure are right The world is hia 
element. Here he breathes freely his native air. Here 
he is substantialfy engaged. Here his whole mind is 
aGve, his understanding broad awake, all bis energies are 
in full play ; his mind is all alacrity ^ his faculties are em- 
plbyed,his capacities are filled ; here Uiey have an ob- 
ject worUiy or their widest expansion. Here his desires 
and aifectious are absorbed. The faint impression of the 
Sunday's sermon fiides away, to be as f^ntly revived on 
' the Sunday following, again to fiide in the suceeeding. 
week* To the sermon he biin^ a formal ceremonious 
attendance ; to the world he brings all his heart, and soul, 
and mind, and strength. To the one be resorts in con- 
fonnity to law andcustom ; to induce him 4fi> resort to 
the other, he wantft no law, nasanction^ no iuvi^tioO) no' 
argiunent. His will is of the party. His passions are 
Q2 
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volunteers. "Aie invisible things of heaven lare doilded 
in shadow, are lost in distance. The world is lord of the 
ascendant. Riches, honours, power, fiU his mind with 
brilliant images. They are present, they ate certsiii, 
they are tangible. They assume form and bnlk. in 
these t^ierefore he cannot be mintaken ; in the others iie 
mdy. The eagerness of competition, the straggle lor su- 
periority, the perturbations of ambition, M his mind with 
an emotion, hissdul with an agitation^liis affections wilh 
an interest, which, thbugh very unlike happiness, be yn% 
flatters himself b the road to it. This factitious pletsvre'y 
this tumultuous feeling produces at least diat BegktfFe 
satiiffaction of which he is constantly in search— it keeps 
. him from himself 

Rven in circnmstances where "diere is no soccess ta 
prevent a very tempting bait, the mere occupatioo, the 
crow'l of objects, the succession of engagemeotSy the 
ni;n<>img pursuits, the very tumult and hurry have their 
gratiiittations. The bustle gives false peace by leaviog 
no leisure for reflection. l& lays his conscience asleep 
with tlie *' flattering unction" of good intentions. He 
comforts himself with the creditable pretence of wantoC 
time, and the vague resolution of giving tip to God the 
dregs of that life, of the vigorous season of which he 
thinks the world more worthy. Thus commnting wilti 
his Maker, life wean away, its dose draws near— and 
even the poor commutation whieh was promised is not 
made. The assigned hour of retreat either never arrives, ^r 
if It does arrive> sloth and sensuality are resorted to, as the 
fair reward of a life of labour and anxiety $ and wheAer 
he dies in tlie protracted pursuit of wealth, or in the eii- 
joynitnt of the luxuries it has earned, he dies in the tTam- 
mels of the world. 

If we do not cordially deiire to be delivered from the 
dum:nion of these worldly tempers, it is because we do not 
believe v. tiie condemnation aimexed to their indulgence. 
We may indeed believe it as we believe any other gene- 
ral propojsitioa, or any indifferent fact ; but not as »trttth 
in which we have a personal concern ; not as a danger 
w^ich has niy lefereuce to us. We evince this practical 
unbelief in the most unequivocal way, by thinking so 
mwii i. . re -t iit the most frivolous concern in which we 
are assured We have an inteiiest> than ^bont this most iftt* 
portant of all concerns. , ^ , ,,, ,^ Googh 
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Indifference to eternal things, instead of tranqtiinixing 
Die mhid, as it professes to do« is, wheu a tbonghtfiil 
momeiit occurs^ a fresh subject of uneasiness^ because it 
^Mlds tQ oor pent the horror of not knowing it. If shut- 
Hog our eyes to a danger would prevent it, to shat them 
vronkl not only be a happiness but a duty ; but to barter 
etemaiiftfi^ty for mfomentary case, is a wretched compro- 
mise. To prodflce this delusion, inerc inconsideration 
is «s efficient a. cause as the most promiuoiit sin. Tlie 
reason why we do not value eternal tilings is, because we 
4o not think of thein« The mind is so full of what is pre- 
'Seitt, tiluit it has no room X6 admit a thought of what is to 
come. Not onl]^ we do not give tl^at attention to a ne- 
ver-dying sool which prudent men give to a common trans- 
action, but we do not even think it worth the care which 
inconsiderate men give to an inconsiderable one. We 
eon^kin that life is short, and yet throw away the best 
jKirt of it, only making over to relidon that portion which 
J8 good for noming else ; life would be long enough if we 
assigned its best period to its best puri)ose. 

Saynot that the requisitions of reli^on are severe, ask 
fattier if they are necessary . If a thmg mus t absohi tely 
be done, if eternal misery will be incurred by not doing 
it, it is fruitless to inqnire whether it be Iiarrl or easy. 
Inqoireonly whether it be indispensable, whether it be 
commanded, whether it be practicable. It is a well known 
axiom in science, that difficulties are of no weight against 
46iiionstrations. iThe duty on which onr eternal state. 
^Cpends^is not a thing to" be debated, but done. The 
^ilty which is too imperative to be evaded, too important 
tone neglected, is not to be argued about, but performed. 
To sin on quietly, because you do not intend to sin al- 
ways, is to live on a reversion which will probably never 
b« yours. 

* It is folty to say that religion drives men to despair.; 
when i^ only teaches them by a sahitary tear to avoid 
destruction. The fear of God differs from all other fear, ^ 
Ibr it is accompanied wi^i trust, and confidence, and 
love. ♦* Blessedis the man that feareth alway'Ms no pa« 
nidox to him who entertains this holy fear. It sets him 
above the fear of ordinary troubles. It fills his heart. 
He is not discomposed with those inferior apprehensions 
^tiich onset tie the souland nnhioge the peace of worldly 
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men. His miod is occupied with one grand vonoern, ai^ 
is therefore less liable to be shaken than little mi^os 
which are filled with little things. Can that principle 
lead to despair whidi proclainis the mercy w God in 
Christ Jesus to be greatar than bB thesinfl of adl the mett 
in the world? 

If 4e$pair then prevent y«iir retom, add not to yoot. 
list of oiiences that of doubtiog «f the :feigivehes8 wbick 
is sincerely implored. You have ah«ady wronged God 
in his holiness, wrong him not in his mercy. Tou may 
offend him more by despairing of hispardian than by «lt 
the sma which have made that pardon ' necessary. Ke* 
pentance, if one m^ ventare the bold remark, aSmoat 
disarms God of the power to punish. Hifere his i^le and 
title is. proclaimed by hmuelf.-*'^ The Lord, the lAtrd 
God, merctfnl and gracious, long soffeting, and abmi«iant 
in goodness and truth, keeping meroy for thousands, for- 
giving iniquity, transgression and sin^ and that vrili by na 
means clear the guilty^—tiat is, tese who by nnrepent- 
ed guilt exclude themselves firom the offered mercy. 

If infidelity or indifference, which is practical infideli- 
ty, keep you back, yet, as reasonable berfigs, ask yoor-. 
selves a few short questions, *' for what end was I sent in- 
to the world ? Is my soul immortal ? Am I I'eally placed 
here in a state of trial, oris this span my all ? fe there 
an eternal state? If tlwre be, will tlie use I make of this' 
life decide on my condition in that? I kaaw that ttiere is 
death, but is there ajodgmentr-* 

Rest not till you have cleared ap,I do not flay yoisr 
own evidences for heavett ;— you have mach tof do befbre' 
you arrive at that stage~bitt whether there be any hesk. 
ven ? Ask yourself whether Christianity is not iiAportttit 
enough to deserve being inqnired iutai Whether eter- 
nal life is not too valaable to be entirely over4ooked?'' 
Whether eternal destruction^ if a reality, is not worth 
avoiding ?— If you make these interroga&ons sincerely, 
yon will make them practically. — ^They will lead yon lo 
examine your own personal interest in these tfaltigs.' 
Evils whidi are ruining us for vrant df attention to them^ 
lessen from tlie moment onr attention to them begins. 
True or false, the question is worth settling, \ibrate 
then no longer between doubt and certainty. If the evi - 
dtiice be iuadmissible, reject it. Bnt if y4>a can once aa- 
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certain these <»rdiiial points, tbeo tbrow away yovr tioiA 
if yon cm, then trifle with eternity tf you dare,* 

It is one of the striking characters of the Omni* 
potent tSat ** he is stroi^ and patient"- It is a standing 
evidence of his patience that ^ he is provoked every day." 
How beantifQlWdo tlMse characters reflect; lustre on 
each other. If he werenot strong, bis patiepce would 
want its distinguishHig perfection. If he were not pa- 
tient, his stten;^ would kistantly crash those who pro- 
voke him, notsometines hut o^n; not every year, but 
« every day." . 

Oh yoa, who have a long space given you for repe» 
tauee, confess that thefc^rbearance of €vod> when irlewed 
ascwq^ed with his atreogtb^ is his oiesl astonishing attri-^ 
bute !' Tbink'of thecompawns of your early life ;^f not 
yoBT associates in actual vice, if not your confederates in 
|;uilty pleasares, yet ^e sharers of year thoughtless meet- 
ings^ 9t yonr convivial revelry^: of your worldly soheaiesi 
of yoor ambitioas pngects, — think bow many of them 
hsfe |>eea cot ofi*, perhaps without waraing, probably 
without r^|>eBtsnee. Thef have been presented to their 
Jadge s Uior doom, whatever it be, u irreversibly fticccf ; 
Tomrs is meirmfhl^ suspended. AdoretheipeFcy c cbeK 
brace the suspension. . . < 

; Only suppose if they coaM be pennittcd to come back 
to tbsB worlds if they could be allowed anoHier period of 
trial, bow would they spend tiieir restored life>! How cor- 
dial would be tispir penitence^ how intensetheir devotion, 
how profound their bttffiility, how holy their actioiu ! 
Tluiik then tinft yon ; have still in. your power that 
for^wkich they wdald give millions of worlds. ^* Hell" 
says a pious writel-, ** is truth seen too late." 

In almost every mind there sometimes float mdefimte 
and general purposes of repentance. The operation of 
these piirpose».is often repiiled by a real though disavow-' 

^ An ftwakeiuiig call to puUic and individual feelioffs lias been re- 
cently made by anobaervatifni of an eloqnent speaker in tb^ House' 
of Commons. Heieniarked tha^ fauDselfand tbe boiiourabto Mem« 
bevfor Toiisshire, tbt^ sittnie on a Committee apftointedoaqeca- 
non of a great aatipnal calamity^ were tbe only surrivjug Members^ 
0^ the Cointtdtle^ on a nuilar ocdunon twelity<two yean ago ! The 
call is the more alacming, boeanse the morufity did not arise from 
some extnmrdinaiy canse which nnghtmrt again occur, but was in 
the a>mmoB course of human things. Such a proportion of deaths 
is perpetually takingf^ace, but the very frequency vrhieh ought to 
excite atttfltm peevcato it ; tUl it is thus foNsd on o^^M^^tkc^ . 
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1^ stefiticisfh. ** Beeanae sentence Is iiot execvted 
speedily/^ they suspect it has never been pronounced. 
Tti€7 therefore think they may safeljr continue to defer 
their intended bat nnsfaapen pttipose. — ^Thovgb tbey 
sometimes visit the sick beds of others, though thejf see 
bow mn6h disease disqoaKAes (or all ditties, yet to ' tins 
period of incapacity, to this moment of disqualiltcatioii 
do tbey continue to defer tins tremendously importa0t 
coorern. 

What ati !mace of the divine oondeseension does it con- 
vey, that ** the goodness of God leadeth to repentance!" 
It does not barely invite, but it eoindncts. ' Every war- 
ning is more or less an invitation ; every visitatiott is a 
Hghter stroke to avert a heavier blow. Ibis was tbt 
way in which the heathoi world mideretood portents and 
pTfkligies, and on this intetpretation of them they actecjU 
Any alarming warning, whether rational or superstitious^ 
drove them to their temples, their sacrifices, their exp2». 
tiona. Does our clearer light always carry as fiutfaeri 
DMfs'it in these Instance^ tlwkys carry ns ad fkr as natO; 
ifi^l conscience cairied them? " '^ ' 

The final period of the worldly man atleiigtb arrives ; 
bathe wilt* not believe hi» danger. Bven ifne fearfnfly 
glance round for an intimation of it in every surrounding 
nee, every face, It is t^o probable, is in a league to de-. 
ecive faink. What a noble opporttmity is now offered tq . 
the Christian Phy^cian to shew a kindness as far superior 
to any he has ever shewn, as the concerns of the so nl are 
superior to those of t|ie body ! Oh let I^id i><>t ^'^^ ^>n(* 
dently to reveal a truth for which the patieat may b^s».. 
him in eternity ! Is it not sometimes Ut foe feared that in. 
the hope of prolonging for a little while the existence of 
the perishing body, he robs tbeaever-dying soul of it&bist 
chance of pardon? Does not the concern for the immoi:* 
tai part united with his care of the afflicted body, briog 
the Medical Professor to a nearer imitation than a^ny othr 
«r (opposable sitaation can do, of that divine Physician 
who never healed the one without manifesting a tead» 
concern for the other ? 

But the deceit is short, is fruitless^ The amaied spirit 
- is about to dislodge. Who shall speak its terror and dis- 
may? Then he cries out in the Vitterness of his sou)^ 
*' what capacity has a diseased man, what time lias a dy- 
ing man, what disposition has a sinful man to acquire good 
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, , ^tpmaearn false notieps^ to rwovDceMpno- 
£'ce$y to establish right habits^ to begin to love God, ta 
be^q to hate sin ? How ia the stapei^pQs concern of sal* 
^tion to be worked ont by a mind incoffi|>eteiAt to the 
most ordinar^ic concerns ?" 

TKe infinite importance of what he has to do--^ goa? 
ding conviction that it must be don&--tii^ vtter inability 
of doing it— the dreadfid cprobinatioa in hismlndof both 
ihfi iiecessity and inoapacity*-tbe despair of crowding 
tiie concerns of an 9ge into a moaient—tlie impossibiUty 
of beginning a repentance which should ha^ been cooh 
pteted^—of settiif^ about a^ peace which sltould have been 
eoncluded^of suqg for a pardon wJouch should have been 
obtained ;-^-aU th^so «oinp)ieated co<icero6^ without 
8tren»tb^ witlioot time,, without hope^ with a clouded, 
memory, a disjointed' reason, ^ wounded q>irit,.ttndefined ^ 
terrors, retnembered sins^ anticipated punishment, an 
angry God, an accusing conscience, all together, intolera;> 
bly augment the sufl^rings of a body which stands in little 
need of the iusupportablVbajPtlien of a distracted mind to . 
aggravate its torments. 

Though we pit^ the saperstltious woiikness of the 
German Emperor in acting over the anticipated solemni<. 
ties of his own funeral ; £at eccentric act of penitence 
of a great but perverted mind; i| would be welltf we 
were now and tnen to represent to our iiunds while in 
sound healthy the solenm eertaintiet of a d^^ing l)od ; if we 
w«re sometimes to image %o ourselves this awfctf scene, 
not only as inevitable but as near ; if w^ accustomed our- 
selves to see things now, as we shaU then wish we had^ 
seen" them. Surej^ tlm most sluggteh inseiDsibilit:^ mua^ 
be roused by figuring toitself the rapid appr4)aoh oi deaths 
the nearness of our unalterable doom, our instant traiisi- 
tion to that state of unutterable bliss or unimaginable 
vroe to which death will in a moroei^t coiingn os. Such 
a mental representation would assist us in dissipating the 
iihision of the senses ; would, help to realize what is in- 
visible, and to approximate what we think remote. It 
would disenchant us from the world, tear off her painted 
mask, shrink her pleasures into their proper dimeusions^ 
her concerns into their real value, her eirjoyiuents into 
tiieir just compass, her promises into notfaii^. 

Terrible as the evil is, if it most, and that at no distant 
day, be met, spare not to present it to your imaginatioji ^ 
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not to toeente yMr fee1itt|;» bat to urm yOur 'reftotatioii ; 
not to extite noprofitable distress, bnt to Btrengtfaiso 
your ftith. If it terrify yon at first, draw a little nearer 
to it every time^ Familiarity will abate tbe terrol-. If 
you caoDot tice the image, how will yon encounter the 
reality? 

Let us then figure to om^elveB the iqoment (who «an 
lay that moment may not be the next?) when ail we cKng 
to shall elude our grasp ; when ev^ry earthly good shall 
be to us as if it had n^ver been, except in 'tl« remem- 
brance of the use we have made of it ; when oor eyes ahaB 
close upon a world of sense, and open on a wotid of 
spirits ; when there shall be no relief for the fiufltiog body, 
and no refuge for the parting soul, except that singK 
refuge to vifhich, perhaps, we have fiever thoog^t of re- 
sorting-^that refiige wluch if we have not despised we 
have too probably neglected— the everlasting merdea of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader! whoever yon are, i^ohave neglected to re- 
member that to die is &e end for which yon were bom, 
know that you have a personal interest in this scene 
Torn not away from it in disdain, however feebly it may 
have been represented. You may escape any other evu 
of life, but its end you cannot escape. Defer net then its 
weightiest concern to its weakest period. Begin not the 
preparation when you should be completing the worit. 
Delay not the business which demands your best facul- 
ties to the period oftheir debility, probably of their ex- 
tinction. £eave not the work which requires an age to 
do, to be done in a moment, a moment too winch may 
not be granted. The altematite is tremendons. The 
difference is that of being saved or lost. It is no light 
thing to perish. /> 



CHAP. XIX. 

HAPPY DEATHS* 

Few circumstances contribute more fatally to- confirm 
in worldly men that insensibility to eternal things widch 
was coB»dered in the pre crdinji: Chapter, than the boast^ 
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M^ecmmts ^e 8ometHn«s liear of tln^ itrm and heroic 
deatb^beds of popiiliir bnt inretigioiis characters. Many. 
€aatfes€Otitribftte to theme kuppy deaths as they are callecU 
Th^ Mimi are. bold; th^y do not see the preeivice they de* 
s|^ae.-(^Or f^erlnrps' there h kss unwillingness ta quit a 
ivorld which hafs so ofteii disappointed them, or which 
Xhtj have «itcked to ^e lastdrftgs. They teave life with 
leas fohfCtance^ f«e(ing'that th^have exhaiiated all ita 
gratifications. — ^Or itis a dlibeiief.of the reality of the 
atateoii which tfiey are about to enter.-— Or it is a denlre 
to be released fnraa eSceMdve pain, a desifenataratiy felt 
lif tiioiewbo calcolate their gain, ratber by whaft -they are 
eicapii^from, than by what they Are to receive»r-Or it in 
^goabiUt^ of twnpeV^oriirmness of nerve, or hardnesaof 
mind.'^^r it i» the arrogant wish to malte the last act of 
Mfe 4k}|rfirm it»precedi^ profe6sion8.-^Or it is the vank 
'4y tif v<^p!rtnatfii^ their pbtlosophic ebaracler.^Or if 
some faint ray of'iiglit- break in, it is the pH^ of not t^ 
tfaciing the se(iifhii<<nt8 which frosi pride th^y have raatn* 
tallied I'-^the dtvireof poathumons renown amefeg their 
iMNi pfirty^ the Itope to unahe iheir disciples stand firni 
% th^ example ; the ambition to give their last posbiUe 
JUow to revelattdn^-^or perhaps the fear of eYp|ves9ti^ 
daobts which might beg^t a sn^ieioQ that their disbelief 
Was aot so sturdy^ they wonfd have it thoitgiit Above 
all, may they not, ns^ pnnishinent foi- their lotef neglect 
of the wamiOf? voiceof trtrth, be given tfp to a strong de- 
Insion'to belteve the lie they have so ohen pvOpagatedi 
Slbm) teatly to expect to iind in death that eternal sleep 
with' which they have affected to quiet their own conr 
Miences, and liaVe tealhf weakened the faith tif others. 

Every new instance is an addttiona) buttress on which 
the sceptical school lean for support, and whi€b th«y pro* 
dnce 9A a fresh triumph. With equal satisfaction they 
coUect stories of infirmity, depression and want of courage 
in the dying hour of religious men, whom the nature of 
the disease, timoroustiess of spirit, profound humility, tlie 
sad remembrance of sin; though long repented of» and for- 
given, a deep sense of the awfulness of meeting God in 
judgment ;— whom some or all of these causes may occa- 
sion to depart in tieembling fear ; in whom, thotigli heavi^ 
ness may endure through the night of death, yet joy 
cometh in tlie morning of the resurrection. 

It is a maxim of the Civil Law thai defiidtiOD$ are 
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hazardous. And it cannot be deoiied that Tairaiis des^ 
criptions of persons have hazarded nracb in tbeir defliti^ 
tions of a h^py death. A very afb|e and Jnstly admired 
writer, who has distinguished himself by the most valasi- 
ble works on political economy, has recorded, as proo>& 
•f the happy death of a no less celebrated contenjporaiV, 
that he cheerfaUy amnsed himself in his last hours with 
i^ciAN, A GAME of WHisT\ ind some good' bunroured 
drollery upon Charon and his boat. 

But may we not venture to say, with ^ one of the pe«>- 
ple called Christians,'** himself a Wtt and PhUosopfaer, 
though of the School of Christ, thUttliemao who conid ' 
meet death in snch a frame of mind ''might smile over 
Babylon in rains, esteem the earthqoake which destroyed 
LislMm ai» agreeable ocenrrence, and coogratnlate the 
hardened Pharaoh on his overthrow in the Red Sea !^ 
, This eniinent (historian and phsYosdpher, whose great 
iiilellectnal powers it is as impossible not to admire, a» 
not to lament their unhappy misapplication, has beenen> 
logised by his friend, as coming nearer than almost any 
other man, to the perfection of bnman nature in hit life; 
and has been almost deified for the cool conrage and hero* 
ic firmness with which he met death. Hik eloquent Pkne. 
gyrist, with as insidions an innnendo as has ever bee^ 
thrown bnt against revealed religion, gees on to obsei^e 
that, ''perhaps it is one of the very worst "dfomiiatanci^ 
against Qiristianity, that very few of its prof^soifs weire 
ever either so moral, so humane, or could so plittoso*^ 
phically govern tiieir passions, as the sceptical DavSd 

Yet notwithstanding th» rich embalmSiilg of so fiob% a 
compound of " matter &nd nsotion," we rtmst -be per- 
mitted to doubt one of tlie two things prtsenied fi>^oui^ 
admiration; we must either doubt the sd- mncfh boasted 
happiness of his death, or the so much extpUed bnnMmity 
of his heart. We must be permitted to suspect the somid- 
isess of that h^ievolenee which led him to devote his la- 
test hours to prepare, under the label of on Kss^y on ^kz- 
cidef a potiion for posteiity, of so deleterions a quality,, 
that if taken by the patient, under ail theeireutnstances, 

, in which be undertakes to prove it innodsotp m^ht ha^e 
gone 9ear ta effect the extinction of the' wbole ^umaa 

* aJ!t V^ l»te«accclle»t Bi Aop Hwtk. See hh T.ettert fo Dr. Adsia. 

*" ^** Digitized by Google " ' 



HAPPY JMUSBS- 1^ 

ace. For if all nitkmal beingn, according to this p08tlM» 
mouft Df e«criptioQ, are at liberty to procure their own re- 
lease trooa life '^ under pain or sickness, shame or |)over- 
ty/' bow large a portion of the world would be authori- 
sed to quit it BiM^ilted 1 For how many are subject to 
the two laikter gnevaacies ; from the two former how feW 
are altogether exempt i* i 

, Hieenergyof that ambition which could concentrate 
the last efibrts of a powerful mind, the last exertions of a 
apirit^eedy of lame, into a project, not only ^r destroy- 
ing the sonlt, but for abridging the lives of his fellow- 
m^ cj-eatures, leaves at a disgraceful distance Uie inverted 
thirst of i^lory of the man, who^ to immortalize his own 
«ame, set fire to the temple at Ephesns. Such a burniiig 
eeal to annihilate t^e eternal hope of bis fellow-creatures ' 
m^htJb^philQsopby ; but surely to authorize them to 
car-tail, ihe^ moral existence, which to the infidel who 
lool^; for no other, must be invaluable, was not phi)|ui- 
thi»py. 

3ut if this death nvas thonght worthy of being blazon* 
^d to the public eye in all the warm and glowing colmirs 
^th which affeccion decorates panegyric, the diseiplea 
«f the same school have been in general anxiously solicit- 
ons to prddoeeonly the more creditable instances <^ in- 
vincible bardnes* (» heart, while they have laboured to 
*ca8t an impenetrable veil over the closing scepe of those 
among tiie less tnflexibte of the fraternity, who have ex« 
hibited in their departing moments, ain^ symptoms of 
doubt, any indications of distrust, res|^ctmg the vafidity 
of their prmciples : — Principles which they had long 
■.anaiotained wttik so nwcfa xeaj, and disseminated with so 
much industry. 

In spite of the sedulous anxiety of his satellites to con- 
cjeal the clouded setting of the great lumhiary of modeni 
infidelity, firom which so many minor stars have filled 
their little urns, and then set up for original tights them- 
selves ) in spite of the pains taken — for we must drop 

* Attotber part of the Bisay on jlufr£(2rhuthis jpassage^— ** VH^n- 
erer t«i» or sorrow to ftrovereome ny pfttienee, «f tonmkB me tip* 
«liflf life, I iD«y coDClade th»t I $m gttaXkdSnmmf ttation in the 
plitimut aod «Kwt expfen t^rms.^— And iigain— ** When I fUl udqb 
mj own fwovd, I recetve my death equally noiu the hands of the Dei* 
tf ,«s H it had praeeeded mm a fion, a pree^iee, or a fever.**— And 
again—*' Where 19 the crime of turning a few ouocet of blood from their 
oatoxaichiuineir* r^^^^TA 
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^netaphof'^to jhrond from all ey^ exeept thme of the 
initiatedy tbe terror and disnmy witJ) Whicb.tlie Philoso- 
-pber of Oen^va met death, met ^u-aummon^ Co a^ear 
Wore that God whose provfdence be l^ridictii^d^ thf^ 
j^avHMir whose character and offices ji^bad vil^S^,-^<-ithe 
secret was betrayed. In^pUe . of tk» pr^eyc^tions takes 
by bis associates to bury in^ eojagenial idarka^ss the ago* 
ines which iu his last hours cootraithcted the amiacioiis 
4ilaspfiemies of a laborious lifespcajt. ip their propaga- 
tion, at last, Uke his great ins;igat:or, he beUev^mi 
tmmtUd. • 

Whatever the sage of Feraey might be in the eyaa of 
JomnaJists* of Academieiansy^4» Cm:}LQh)piaedists, oftfae 
Royal Author of Berlin, of B,evQtutu>iiists in tiia egg 
of bis own batching, 'of full ^own. infidels of his owa 
apawfiing ; of a world Uito which I^e bad been for more 
Ulan half a century industriously iaifusiog a veaooi^ tbe . 
efieets. of which will be long feU, tho expion^ {ybijiaBo* 
pber was no object of generation to his MuasE^^Sbe 
ooitldhaw«areoorded''a:4;ale to barrow up the soai," 
tbe hormri of which were sedulously attempted to be 
consigned to obhvipD. But for. this woman and a few 
other ii]ibrtt>ed witnesses, faisfriends wduid probaUy ba^ft 
endeavoured to edify tbe wodd witli thi^adAtioo to the 
brilliant catalogue of kapj^ deiifth^J^ 

It has be^ a not nncobunon opinion that the irorkaef 
an able and truly pious duisti^, 6y their happy tenden- 
cy to awaken fte careless an^ to convince tbe unbettev- 
ing, may, even-for ages altei^ the excellent aotfaor_M en- 
tered into his eternal rest, by the accession of new icon- 
verts which they bring to Cli^tiaiiity, continue to add 
increasing brightness to tbe ^rown of the already glori- 

* It it a well attested faet that tlUis Woman, after his decease, 
lbt\nK sent for to attend another person ih Ufin^ carcnmstkneeSa^ami;- 
ioiMiy inquired it the uatient wu aigentleuiaai, tor that she had 
recently been so dreadtuUy terrified in witnessiDg tin: dying honoa 
of Mons,. . de Voltaire, which surpassed all descri^ioD, that she bad 
resolred never to attend any other person <^ that sex unless she 
could be assured that he was not a philosopher.— Voltaire indeed 
as he was deficient in the oiorallioneftty and dM 6ther irood qoali- 
ties whidi obtained for Mr. Huiqe the afffe«stion of liisfKends, want- 
ed his sincerity. Of all his othfr vices hypocrisy was the coasnm- 
ttiation. While he daily dishonoured the Rfde^mer by tlie inVt'ttfioa 
of unheard of folasi^cmies ; after he had lioiitiri himself by a tt^Mon 
pledge never to rest rill he had exterminated Iiis veiy nafnefrom 4he 
face ortheeanh,-he was not ashamed to assist regpularly at the awful 
eommemomtioD of bis death at tbe Altar I ^ . 
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Aecl sa^t.--If this be tnie, bow sIbII imaginfttioti pre- 
sume to conceive, much h»s bow shall iangtuige express, 
trtatt'niast be expected in the contratjr case ? How sludl 
wtt dare turn out- thoughts to the progrciBsive tol-ments 
*«rbich ma^ be ever heaping on the heads of those nnfaap- 
py men of ^nias, irfao having devoted their rare ta- 
lents to promote vice and infi&K^, contlkiue with fatal 
sn6cess to make successive proselytes through soC^esMve 
figes. If their works hist so long, and thus accmmilate 
fm themselves anguish ever growing, miseries ^ver luolli- 
plyii^, without hope ofany mitigation, without hope of 
smy end* 

A n^ore recent instance of tfie temper and spirit which 
4he College of InAdelity exhibits on these occaanons is 
petbaps less geneiallv known. A person of our owq 
thtte and country, of high rank and taleiits, and frfioafoiy' 
filtedti great public situation, hadunlwppily, in early lifis, 
iuiH| |p ed principles and habits analogous to- those of a no- 
torlmiisfyproffigate society of which he was a member, a 
society, of wh^ the very appellation it delighted to dis- 
^gttirii itself by, is 

Oftnee waid torture to the sober esr. 
tnthe near view of death, at an advanced age, deep re- 
morse and terror took posc^ssion of his soul ; bat he had 
no friend about him to whom* he could coromnoicate the 
^tateof h|snund, or from whom he could derive eitlier 
counsel or consolation. One day in the absence of fais 
att^dants, be raised his exhausted body on bis dying 
bed) and threw himself on the iloor, where he was found 
in great agony of spirit, with a prayer book in his hand. 
IThis detection was at once a sul^ect for ridicule and re- 
gret to his colleagues, and he was contemptuously spo- 
ken of as a pugillaniroOus deserter from the good cause. 
The phrase used by .them to express their displeasure at 
his apostacy is too oifensive to find a place here.* Were 
we called upon to decide between rival horrors, we 
should feel no hesitation in pronouncing thb death a less 
unhappy one than those to which we have before alluded. 

Another well known sceptic, while in perfect health, 
took measures by a special order, to euard against any 
intrusion in his last sickness, by which he mighty even in 

« The writer bad this anecdote from an aeqvaiotaaceof t3ie noble 
person at the time of bb death. Cc^r^n\o 
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the etent of detirivtti, betray any doiibtfal apprelieQaMKi 
that there migbt b« anliei^t^r,; or in any «tbei* way 
liesmprwed in atteria^ expressaom c^ terror, and tbn 
exposing tbe stale of Itis mind, in ease any .s«di revola- 
tionakcuid take place, ivhich;ht8 beart wtaispened bfot 
. Slight posttUy happen. 

fiat iwt'Ottty iatbofre h^py ieaik$ vAikk clmt a life of 
avovi^d impiety, is there gr«^t room for fiaspicion, bat 
•even in oases 'where withoiH aduiowledged iafidelify, 
there has been a careless life ; when in such eases we hear 
of a aiidden deatb«4ded levoliition, of nuieb aeeming eon* 
trition, succeeded by extcaordinary professions of joy 
and ^isiopb, weshouht be very x^antioas of pronouncing 
on tbeirreal stftto. Let us ratlier leave the peoiteBt ^ 
a day t» that mer^cy against which, he has been sinning 
throogh a whole lile. These ** Clinical Converts" (to 
borrow a favourite phrase of the eloquent Bishop Taylor) 
may indeed be true penitents ; bnt how sliall we pro- 
noonce tbem to be so ? How can we conclude that ^* they 
are dead unto sin*' unless they be spared to ''live unto 
righteousness ?" 

Happily we are not called ^pon to decide. He to 
whose broad eye the future and the past lie open, as be 
h'ds been their constant witness, so will he be their unerrii^ 
judge.* 

But the admirers of certain happy deaths do net even 
pretend that any such change appeared in the friends of 
whom they make not so much the. panegyric as the apo> 
theosis. They would even think repentance a dero^tion 
from the dignity of their character. They pronounce 
tbem to have been good enough as they were ; insisting 
that they have a demand for happiness upon God, if there 
be any such Being ; a 67aim npon heaven if there be any 
such place. They are satisfied that their friend, after a 
life spent " without God in the world, without j^yidencing 

* The primitive eburch carried th«lv inereduKty of ttu^ a|>pearta- 
cea of rep«nt«noe so fkr as to require not only veal's of sorraw for sin, 
but persevei-aace in piety, before they would aamit offenders to their 
cotnmuDion ; and as a test of Hieir sincerity^ required the ui^ 
fomi praoCioe of tbase vimies most opposite t6 t^ieir former vi- 
ces—were this made ^e eriteriou xiow, we should not so ofteh hear 
sueh flaming accounts of con verts, so exultingly reported, beforv: time 
bas been allowed to try their stability. Mo>e especially we should 
not hear of so many tnumpbaot relations of deathrbed converts, in 
whomthesvu>p(oin«m«st«req«ienUybe too equivocal to admit the 
fosiuve decisKMi of human wiMjiin. r" ^^^rrL 
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4Ui)rmftrlLS of 9 ^changed heart, wIDiotit even aftecting 
any tiling like repentance, without inttfnating fhattliere 
fvas any call for It, Diei> pROntocNciNO RUmself 

MAPPY. 

, But nothing is mtve ^crepkious than a happy deaih, 
where there has Beither been reHgio'li in the hfe oor hu-- 
niility iii its close, wiierc it3 cofiKse4ias been wStfiont pie^ 
•ty, and its tewnfBation*without repentance. 

OHiers in a stiil bolder strain, disdaimngthep^sthv- 
moas renown to be conferred by survivors, fittheirhaimg 
4ie4 happily, pmdently secure their own fame, and chang- 
ing both ttie tense and the pei^on Usual in monumental in- 
scripttons, with prophetic confidence record on thdr own 
sepalehral marble, ttiat they Mali die not only " happy** 
iHit'*cjiATEFUL^— the l^escierice of philosophy thus as- 
taming ns certain what the humble spirit or Christianity 
only presumes to hope. 

There is another reasoii tb be assigned for the charita- 
;l>le error of indiscrfminately consigning our departed ac- 
^amtance to certain happiness. Affliction, as it is a ten- 
der, so it is amisieading feeUng, especially in minds natn- 
rally 50ft, and but shghtly tinctured with religion. The 
^eath of a ft'iendawakcBs the kindest feelings of the heart. 
But by exciting trafe sorrow, it often excites felse chari- 
4y. Giief natu rally softens every fault, love as natu rally 
heightens every virtue. If is rigiit and kind to consign 
error to oblivion, bnl not toitomortaKty. Charity indeed 
we owe to the dead as well as to the living, but not that 
erroneous charity by which truth is violated, and unde- 
served commendation lavished on those whom truth 
could no longer injure. To calunmiate the dead is even 
worse than to yi<>late the rights of sepulture ; not to vin- 
tlicate calumniated worth, when it can no longer vindi- 
cate itself, is a crime next to that of attacking it ;* but 

* What a generous iD8t«noe of that dniDterMed attaohment whieh 
cun'nes thcgrave of Ha ottjeet, and piously rescues his reputation 
Iroin the as^uuhs of maliKultv.vras given by the late excel lc« Bishop 
Porte us, in liis auiiuatfo detenee of Areabi^op Sctkcar J May hu 
own fair fame oener stand iu need nfauy t}i«a wamt vindieatioD, 
^hich ) however, it conJd not fail to find in the bosom of every good 
iiian I— 'ITie tin^ talents of this lainented prelate, nnlfomtly devoted 
to the pui-po^s for which Qod gave thom^^bis 4ife direotttf^to tiiosa 
duties t^ which his high xu-oft»sional at^JUonjcaUed bim^bis Christian 
graces— ihoae engacin^ pianiiers which «hed a aoft lostK«;oii the fi«n 
pdeiity of bis frieudships^tbat kindness .which was ever flowing from 
nis heart to faislipfr—the beiiit^iuty us^l f^w^^** wbicb 4tstiBg49»hed 
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on the dead, charity, though wel{ mideriitood', is oAen 
miBtftkingiy exercised. 

If^e were called upon to collect the jp-eatest qikaatity 
of hyperbole — i^sehood might be too harsh a ternH-ht 
Ihe least given time and 'space, we riionld do well to 
Search for it in those sacred edifices expressly conscGra- 
ted to truth. There we shoold see the aai|de mass of 
«aaonizing kindness v0hich fills -their maiwl deoonitions* 
expressed in aH those flattermg recordlf inscribed by ev^ 
ry variety of motive to every variety of claim. In addi- 
tion to what is dedicated to real merit by real sorrow, 
we sbouHl bear of tears which were never shed, gri^ 
which was never felt, praise which was never earned ; we 
should see what is raised by the decent demands of 
connexion, by tender, bat nndiscenring fHsendilnp, by 
poetic license, by eloqnent gratttode for testameitttrf 
favours. 

It is an amiable though not a coriectfoeKngin bwnas 
nature, that, fancying we have not dotie justice to certaili 
characters daring their lives, we run into the error of 
supposed compensation by over estimatiog them after • 
their decease. 

On account of neighbourhood, affinity, long acqnain* 
tance, or some pleasing qualities, we may have entertam- 
ed a kindness for many persons, of whose state bowever, 
while they lived, we oould not, with the utmost stretch 
of charity, think favourably. If their sickness has been 
long and severe, our compassion having been kept by that 
circumstance in a state of continual excitanent; though 
we lament thehr death, yet we feel thankfid llut their 
suffering is at an end. Forgetting our former opinion, 
and the course of iiftt on which it was framed, we rail into 
all the common phK^s of consolation — ^ God is merci- 
ful—we trust that they are at rest— what a happy release 
they have had!"— Nay, it is well if we do not go so far 
as to entertain a kind of va<rne belief that their better 
qualities joined to their sufferings have, on the whole, 
ensured their felicity. 

Tims at once losing si^t of that word of God which 
cannot lie, of oar former regrets on their subject, losing 

not his conrenatkni tmly, but liit conduct— these, tnd all t)iote amift- 
ble qualiti^that gentle temper ami correct cheeiftilnetf with wfaicfk 
hcadometfioeiety, will ever emlear hi* memerf to aU who knew him 
intiroatdy ; and let hitftieads remember, that to iioitatii tt» rirtuu 
will be the best proof of their remembering theflk* 



•tlfe fcmegi^raDoe -of jQieir dtftctiw princi]»les, and 
tJtfQ9giitieH£ coodact } without anjr reaion^ble grointd for 
^teriog Qpr opinion, aQypi'cteQcefor.eDt6rtaibiDg<a-bet« 
. ier i)gtp« — we atisaiiie th^t tbey we ^a|)py. We rewpn m 
iX Ve ielieT^ that the ftufferiiig of the hody h»d pvrcha- 
iE^^ t|ie salvatioii of the son), as if it had. rendered any 
4oii b t almiwt crimioal. W^ aeoai to make owrsetvot eaay 
on the falsest groHBdiiaagiaabla, not because we belieiFe 
th^i»eart& were changed, hut betiaase ijiiey are now be* 
yond all possibiiity -of cii^tnge. 

But surely the mere circuinstaii^e of de^tb will not have 
rendered them fit for that heaven for which we before 
£»red tltey were unfit. Far b^ it froai us, inde^, b^od 
4|nd sinful as we arei, to pass sentence npoti them, to pass 
«^nlettcn upon any* We dare not venttue 4o pfonounce 
wliAt may have passed between God and their soota^ 
mv«a M the last hour. We know that infinite merey is 
im^ restricted to ti^yes^r seasons; to an early or a late 
repiiiitanee ; we know pot bat in that little intervid thek- 
'fseape was made^ their pardon granted, through the ato^ 
iUttgl)lood, and powerful intercession of their Redeemei^ 
Kor ahould we too ^rapnlously pt*y into the state of 
othersy. Beyer, uideed, ^xeept to b^iefit them or our- 
selves; .we should n^er imitate the f^uunple o& Christ 
vho at oiioe gave an admirable lesson of meekness and 
/Bharitable judgment, whei) avoid^ .an answer which 
might have led to fruitless discnssion, he gave a reproof 
nndm- the shape -of an exhortMion.-*-In reply to the in- 
quiry, *' are there few that be saved,'* be thiu checked 
vain, curiosity — <* Strive (you) to enter in «t t4ie strait 
gate.'^ On another occasion, in the same spirit, he cor- 
rected inqnisitiven^f not by an answer, bat by an inter- 
rofation and a precept^" What is that to thee^ Follow 
thou me»'* . . \ 

But where there is strong ground t^^pprebend that the 
contrary rai^ have been the case, it i^ very dai^geronft to 
pronoitncc peremptoriiy on the safety of the dead* Be- 
cause if we allow ourselves to -be fully persuaded that they 
are ^^ntered upon a state of happiness^ it will naturally and 
la tally tempt us to lower our own standard. If we are 
re^dy to conclude tliat tfiey are now in a state of glory 
whose principles we believed to be incorrect, whose 
practice, to say the least of it, we know to be negligent, 
who, wtUiont our injdnlging a censorious opk presumptu* 
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«fl« 9p»iiit| we thpai^t lived in a slate of tniady and t 
course of balii^, not oaly fki- from right, but even avo|P* 
ediy iaferior td oar own ; wiU not this lead to tiie C0Del»> 
sioDy eitlier that we oorselyes, standing on so aaicfa U^ 
er gi oond, are in a vary advanced state of grace, or tiat 
a mncb lower than ouis may be a state of safety P And 
wUinot sach a belief tend to slacken our endeavoora^ and 
to lower our tone, both of Mth and practice ? 

By this conclusion we contradict the affiscting asse rt ie a 
of a very sublime . poe^ <. 

Foraithey^Bickenaivlfbrailbeydie. ^ 

For while we are thus taking and giving false conifefft» 
our friend as to us will have died in vain. Instead- of his 
(death having operated as a warning voice, to rouse ns fa 
a more animated piety, it will be rather likely to infl^ui 
into a dangerous secuhtv. If our affection has so blind^ 
our judgment, we shall py the indulgence of a false ^as- 
dour to another, sink into a faUe peace ourselves. . ' . . 

It will be a wounding circumstance to the leeUogs ef 
surviving Mendship, to see a person of looseJiabits, wbott 
though we loved jfot we feared to admonish, and tiial, 
lieoause we loved htm; for, whom though we saw his dan* 
ger, yet perhaps we neglected to, pray; to see hia 
bronglit to that ultimate and fixed state in which admoo^ 
tion is imnossible, in which prayer is not only fmitle% 
but unlawful. 

Another distressing circuqnstance frequently oeeoft. 
We meet with affectionate but irreligioiu parents, whp 
though kind and perhtt>s amiable, have neither lived 
themselves nor educated their families in QiristiaBi pmir 
ciplesj norinbabito of jChristian piety. A child at the 
^ge or maturity dies. Beepis the affliction of tbe4oat|ag 
parent The world ii a blank. He looks ronnd for 
comfort where he has been accustomed to look for i^ 
among hi& friends. He finds it not. He looks up ^ it 
where he has not been accustomed to seek it Neith^ 
his heart nor his treasure has been laid up in heaven. Vttt 
a paroxysm, of what may be termed natural devnUon, 
gives to his grief an air of piety. The fir&t cry of mguiah 
is commonly religions. 

The lamented object perhaps, tlirough utter ignoranee 
of the awful gnlf which was opening to receive him, ad- 
ded to a tranquil temper, might bave expired withoot 
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cvSiteocilH^ ttiy great ^UttreM, and liis ^ppy, dei^ is Is- 
imstthonsHy proclaimed through the neighbobrfaood, and 
tbie woQffiiiuiir (lareiitB have«Aly to ivish that their latter 
«ld natf ^ like his. Thev cheat at oooe their sorrow and 
^leir Millie, i«ith the «oothhigfiotlDa that they shall soon 
awfcf thoir b«ioT«d chtid in heaven. Of this theyper- 
t«ade4heiiiselve9 as firmly and as fi>ndly, as if both they 
and the oJbjeet of their grief had been living in the way 
wAAck kflMlft thitlien Ob tor that unhongbt treasure, a 
sincere, a real friend, who might lay hold o» the prqpi- 
tions moment ! When the heart is. softened -by sorrow, it 
might possibly, if ever, be led to its tme remedy. This 
wotild indeed bea raor« nUeqhiirocal, becaose more pain- 
4lil aet of friendship, Aaa pouring in the hilling opiate of 
fllse consolation, which* we are* too ready to administer, 
because it saves our own leelittgs wbile it sooths^ withoot 
healing, those of the mourner. ' 

Bittperh(^>s tiie integrity of the friend conquers bis ti- 
midity. Alas ? he is honestly explicit to nliattendiog or 
to i^fl^nd#td ears.~They refine to hear the voice of the 
«harmer. Bat if the monrners will not endnre the voice 
Of exhortation now, wbile there i» hope, how will they 
endnre the sound o€ ih6 last trumpet when hope is at an 
eed? If they will not btor tbe gentle whispers of fneiid- 
ahip, how will tbey beHr the voic^ of the accusing angel^ 
Hie terrible sentence of the incensed Judge? If private 
reproof be intolerable, how will they stand the being 
Hiide a spectacle to angds and to men^ even to the whole 
itoaembled universe, to the whole creation of God f . 
' Bnt instead of converting the friendly warning to their 
iltemat bene^t,- tliey are probably wholly bent on their 
•wn vtndicatton. . Still their character is dearier to them 
than tiieir' soul.—" We riever,** say they, ** were any 
man's enoroy."-*Ye8— you have been the enemy of adl to 
whom fovk' have 'given a bad example. You liave espe- 
eia^y been the enemy of your children in whomyon have 
Implanted no Christian principles. 5tiU they insist with 
tte prophet tiiat << diere isnoini<f»ity in them that can be 
called inic|uiry. " « We have wronged no one,** say they, 
'' -we h»ve given to every one his due. We have 'done 
our duty." Yonr first duty was to God, Yon have rob- 
bed yottP Maker of the seivfcedueto hinrf. You have 
robbed yonr Retkemer of the sonls he died to save. You 
have robbed y«fttr own soul and too probhbly the souls of 
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I the flMhet of TeMgido ^fiiicli dtrled io apM their 
conscience in tbd first bnnt of sorrow too freqwerdiifr ^ser- 
a way^ ; tHej csfiire- teAifle tiM grief whicli Idntfiod fltem. . 
Tbey resorl ageS^ to their old vetenroe the itrorfd, trfeteti 
if i^^amoft MMm faenltiieir sorrow, at least sMBnlifciirtB it. 

To that oar ey^a oi»ob death as aii.o^et of tefrdr or 
of hope, and to conlidep at oiriy as a release or att extlne- 
tkm, i» viMfing^ H «der A ctaMaeter whifsh is iio« 4u inMW 
Bnt to get rid ol'theidewal wofrmu^ aad then boast fhit 
we do not fear tbe tbmg we do notthiiife of, i» not dift--' 
colt Ner is it difflcalt to tliialL of k withoat alonn If we 
d&not include Uy C6nseqiieoees» Bat to him who fWr-' 
<|neDt4y repeals, not mecMaiieidly hot .devo«tly, ^ we 
know tfaa^vHon shali eome t» ho oar vKidge," death ««ii- 
not bea matter of indifferenet.- 

Another cause of these kapfy deaths is that nian^ think 
salvation a sligtit thiit^, that heaven is cheaply obtained/ 
that a asereifvl Ood i» ealiiy pleated, that we are Chris- 
tuns, and that Aerc3rcdmies of course to those who^hav^: 
always profest to belietie tint Christ died to pnrehaM it' 
for them. Tiib itotloiit of God b^i^ more mercifu} tb^fi^ 
he has any where deelared bittsMf to he, instead of hispl-' 
rjng'tbemwith more gratitude td hUn, inspii^s fiior« con-' 
fideace in tfaemsMfes. This corrupt f^ith generates ai 
oorropt n^mii^ H leads to thi» strange couseqnence^ 
not to- make them lote Gk>d better, but to veninreoiK 
offending him more. - ' 

People tattc aa if the act «f dealb made a complete 
chaoge in the miturt, as well as fU the eon4ttion of man^. 
Death' Is the YtkicH to another state of being, btit pos- 
sesses no power to tfnaNfy ns for that state.' * In conf«y- 
ing «8 to a new world it does not gire vs a new heart It 
puts th& onalterable stamp of decision on the character, 
bat doea not tnmsfonu it Into^a diaracter diametricaHy 
opposite. 

Ofw affections themselves wilt be raflier raised thah 
altCMd Tiieir tendencies witr be the ^ame tliongh th«h** 
advajBcement will be incompatahly higher. They will 
be exalted in their degree bat not changed in their na- 
tare* They wiH be pontledfrom all earthly nsxtnres, 
eieansed from all hnmaii polintiOtts, the principle tvilT be' 
cleared ^otn its impeffectlons, bnt It ^11 not bfcome* 
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wMker pfhiciple. He teib it Hi*9l]r vil J»ft be biiMq 
boly 1^ de«tli. The heurt vriU n^t hsve a new 9k§etit 
^aetk^ In^wiU be (Greeted iiMire ioteiwe^ ti^ tfaeiaiii* 
ofatject, 

Tk^ 'wb» lovei God bene wiil-{oi^bitelarmor^iii 
besveoy because tbegr witt kaow him &r better. Then 
be wAI jm^B >fntiM)«t . a xetupetttor. They who served 
.hia» here ia elacenty wBl there, serve hini io fierr 
£94ti0D. If <^tlHe pure in heart siull see God^^ let as n^ 
Bsenber Ibat this paiity is^- not to be coalrsiclad aiter wa 
Jmf e bee0 luhnitted to i t» reiamienition. The beatitade 
it irie^dMe regard for the parity, not a» a qwMtAr 
Us>^ fyf it. Plinty witt be sabiiiDated in heaven^ hat will 
* Bol ben^io bepredoced tfaer^. It is H be aci}iiired by 
passioij tbrongh the refiner's fire here, not tbPocigb this 
panal and expiatory fire which hnoian ingenaitj^ derised 
to purge offending man, 

- nom the fool dteeds done In Ms days (^nature ! 

The extricated spirit will be separated from the fecmlence 
of all that belongs to sini to sense, to setf. We sbaU inr 
deed find, onrs^lves new, bc^ose spiritnaiiaed b^in|^ ; 
but if the ca^t of the. mind, irese pot in a ^reat ineiisure 
th^ same,^h<iia .sbfl«ai# we.retain a^ir ideBtify ? The soid 
will there become that wbioh it here desired to be^ 
that which it tnoarned because it was so fiir from being. 
It will bare obtaioed tiiat complete yictory over ilts ooi^ 
rnptjions whicbitber^.oolyd^ired, which it here only 
struggled to ebtain. 

. Hare py r love of spiritual things is superinduced, there 
it will be our natwTM fratpe* Tbe. in^pression of God op 
our hearts wilt be stamped deeper, but it will not be a 
difiereotimpression. Our obedience will be more yoIm»- 
tary, because there will be no rival propensities to ob- 
atract it. It will be more entire, because it will have to 
straggle wiA no counteracting force.— Here wesmcerely 
though imperfectly love the law of God, even though it 
controls our perverse will, though it* contradicts oar cor- 
ruptions. There our love will be complete, because our 
will will retain no perverseness, and our cornqyttons will 
be done away. 

Repenlahce, prariout «t |di seasons, in the' Season of 
health is' noble. It i» a genH'oos. principle -■ wheh it* over* 
takes us sotsihumM vritb .the pnspfHritiiB ei^lifti wtai 
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it H not pnt «ff till diilret»^itf6s i«i to it. Seffoottiesa 
of spirit is most acceptable to God when danger is ontoiT 
ligfat, preparation for death when daatli appears to l>e at 
a distance. 

' ' Virtue and piety are founded on the natrnie of thinn, 
on the laws of God, not on any yidsaitndes in hnman elr* 
cumstanees. Irreligion, foHy and vtee are jost as m»- . 
reasonable in the meridian of> life as at the approach of 
death. They strike as differentiy but they alwaya re- 
tain their own character. Every atgament against an ir- 
religioos death is e^oally • cogent against an hrefigiottB 
life. Piety and pemtenee may be quickened by the" near 
view of death, bat the Masons- for practising tiieni are 
not fbanded on its nearness. Death may slimidattf onr 
iears for the consequences of vice, bat fanitshesno mo- 
tive for avoiding it, niiioh Christianity had not tanght be- 
fore. The necessity of religion is as argent now as it w91 
be when we are dying. It. may not appear so, but die 
reality of a thing a6es not depend on appearances. Be- 
sides, if the necessity of being religions depended on the 
approach of death, what moment of out lives is fhiere, in 
which we have any secnrity against it ? In every point of 
view therefore j the same' necessity' ^r being religions 
subsists when we are in full health as when we are about 
to die. * 

We may then fkirly titriie at ^i^toncYasion, that there 
is no happy deaM but that wliicfa <^ondaetH to a fmppnin^ 
mortality ;—^o joy in putting offthe body, if we have 
not put on the Lord Jesns Christ— No consolation in ^- 
'caping from the miseries of time till we have obtaStaed a 
well grounded hope of a Messed eternity. - 



; CHAP. XX. 

ON THIS SVFFERINGS Of GOOD »EJf^ 

AkFUGTION is Ihesehoolmv^iwh great virtues are 
acquired^ in which gi«at characters ate fonbed. It is a 
Viod of iBona Gynwasiuoiy in ivhich the dhMSiples of 
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€bsi«tare4niiiied to jpobiMil exeriM«fi^ bfujdf eatertiosi, weA 
severe. conflict. 

• We do not hear of martial heroes in '' the.catm oiui 
.piping time of peace/' nor of the most eminent saints in 
th^niei an4 nnmolested periods of ecclesiastical histo- 
ry. . We are hx from denying that the principle of conr 
xage in the warrior^ or of piety in the saint continues to 
finbsisty ready, to be brought into action when perils be- 
jset the countty, or trials. Assail the church ; but it mu^t 
be allowed that in long periods of inaction, both are lia- 
l>le to deca^. 

The chrvitian, in oor comparatively tranquil day, it 
happily exempt firoiii the trials and the terrors which the 
annals of persecution record. Thanks to. the establish- 
ment oi a pure Christianity in the church, thanks to 
the infusion of the same pace principles into our laws, 
«nd to the mild and tolerating spirit of both---a man is 
.«o iax from being liable to pains and penalties for his at- 
taehmentto his religion, that he is protected in itsexe^M 
cise y an4 were certain existing statutes enforced, lie 
would «yen incnr peiialties for his violation of religious 
duties^ rather than /or. his observance of them.* 

Yet still the Christian is not exempt from hisindividii* 
ral, his appropriate, his undefined trials. We refer not 
mereJy to those " cmel mockings," which the acute sen- 
sihHity.of theAMtleledhim ta rank in the same <^ta« 
logve with bonqs^ imprisoninentt^ exile and martyrdom 
it^. We allude not altogether to those misrepresenta^ 
ibas ai|d calumnies to which the zealous Christian is pe? 
cnliarly hable ; nor ex^ustiiely to those diificnlties.to 
which his very adherence to the principles he profe«ses> 
snnst necessarily subject him ; nor entirely to tbose occa- 
sional sacri^ces of ^redit, of advancement, of popular 
spplanse; to which bis refusing to sail with the tide of 
popukur •opinion may compel him; nor solely to the dis- 
advantages f4iicb under certaki circumstances his not 
preferring expedieney to, principle may expose him.. 
But the truly good man is not only oflen called to strug- 
gle with trials of large dimensions, with exigencies of ob- 
vious difficulty, but to encounter others which are bet» 
ter nndersteod than defined. 

Aaft doRerifinflft te be' Attktte'ikt tveM 
' « ' TkstipiiitMrMaaMettLaiiwe^awlMd; 
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werelM left to batten WMKafmrtiedi in piNi^fot Mcucity 
on the unwholesome pastores of rank priMperitgr- 'Hm 
Ibick eifaaltttioBt drawn np^ra tUis gross soil render the 
MHHMph^re flo heavj «s to obstruct the nseent of piHy» 
ber flai^ng pmioas Are kept down by the liifl^eitce of 
tb» moist vapour; 4ieis prevented-lroitj soaring, 

toliTeiQi||1iered 
laregtat nBd of calm uitd ierette air, 
Abowe the moke liad fltir of tfafia iiin»«pM 
lll^i^li men eatt «arta* )< 

The pampered Christian thus continually psvitatin|{ 
to the earfli, woold have bts heart aolely beai tp 

Strive to Igccd ap a fiau aad fbvcrin htatsgf 

Vianiiidf al or ae erovn iviniaif firea 

Af^er this mortal ehaatVi to oer trua lervMia. . 

Itts an aospeakable blessing that no e vants ar€ left to 
tha choice of beings, who from then* blindness woald sel* 
dom fail to chase aiaiM^ Were circBraslancefl at aorown 
disposal we alionld allot onraeb^es nothing but eaae and 
anccess, but riches and lame, but proteaoled yoatl^ pev* 
.|»etual health, unvariad happinask. 

AH this, as it would be xm nnnabirat, so «peibfepB U 
would not be very wrong, for ixdngs who ware nkiin^ to 
live on earth. Bat for beingB wbo are placed he;re ana atala 
of trial and not established in ^ir^aal^faobia, wiio8Bea»> 
ditioo in eiendty depeadM on the use they osake of tinM^ 
nothing would be more dangerous tbaa such a pow«i^ 
nothing more faital than the conBaqaenoes U wbich sncb 
n power would lead. . 

If a surgeon were to pwt Into the hand of a wounded ^ 
timt the probe or the lanoet, with how ma^ false ten- 
derness would he treat himself! How skiu-deeiKWonU 
be the examination^ how alight the tncisient Tbe-pa- 
lient would escapa the pain, but tisewoond might |»«nt 
mortal. - The praetftionar Ibarofore wisely^ uses hii.4% 
atmmentsbimMll^ He foe* dee|ppei|ha|>a, bnt not deeper 
^an the case demands. The pam may b« acola,btt<*thf 
bfe is preserved. 

Thus 0B ia whose hands we art, is too good, and ioves 
nttoo weitt to tra^ «s wath «u«aeh<ei. Ha knows that 
we will not contradict oimt own inoiiBations,ah»t we witt 
not impose cm oorseiiraa anty thing ^^ylfw^, that wc 
will not inflict on oassalvas any vohintary |»iii, li!>w- 
ever necessary tbeiufliction, bowewer salntary thn <ieet. 
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€k»d gtadowly does tliii for at himself^ or he knowt it * 
wimld never be done. 

A Cliristiaii is liable to tbe smeionvwf and loffpriDgi . 
witb otiier nen : He has no iN^ere any proiiiise of imnm- . 
ttity fton the troubles of Hfe, but he )»s a mencifnl 
promise of support under tbeai. He considers them., 
m another . vieir> he bfsan them with another spirit, 
he improfes them to other pniposes than those whose . 
views are boilndod by this worhi. Whatever miiy be the 
iostraments of his soffering, whether sickness, loss^,ca* 
hminies, peesecntions, he knows that it proceeds iVom 
God ', all means are his instniments. All inferior causes 
o|$^rate by nn directing band. 

We said that a Christian is liable to the 'same snifer* 
iags with other men. Might we not repeat what we. have 
beftire said, that his very Christian profisssion is often the- 
caaseof hb snfferings f Tliey are the badge of his disci- 
plesbip, the evidences of his father's. love *, they are at' 
once the marks of God's favour, and the materials of his 
own lature happiness. 

What were tlie arguments of worldly advantage held 
out tlirongh the whole New-Testament to hadnee the 
world to embrace the religion it taoght ? What was the 
cooditton of 8t. Paurs introduction to Chiistianity ? It 
was not— I will crown him with honour and prosperity^ 
with dignity and pleasni^, but—^'Iwill shew him how 
great things he must snflfer Sar my name's sake." 

What were the virinea which Christ chie% Uaght in 
his discourses? M'hat were the graces he most recom- 
mended by his 'example? Self-denial, mortification, pa- 
tience, long-suiieriag, renonncing ease and pleasure. 
These are the marks which have ever since its first ap*. 
pearance, distinguished Christianity from all the religions 
m tbe world, and on Ihat account evidently prove its di- 
vine original. Ease, splendour, external prosperity, co&> 
quest, made no part of its establishment Other em- 
pires have been founded in the blood of the vantjuished, 
the dominion of Christ v^as founded in his own blood* 
Most of tbe beatitudes which inliaite compassion prot 
nounced, have the sorrows of earth for their subject but 
the joys of heaven for their con^»letion . ^ 

To establish this religion in the world, the Almighty, as 
Ms own word assures iis^ subverted kingdoms and altered 
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ttt« &ce «f nations. « For Ihiis «ai<^ tiie'Lord'c^ posts'' 
(by hU prophet Haggai) '< yet oitce,.it » a Itttle wirlle, 
alid I will sbftke th« heavens afid fbe earth, and the «ea 
and the dry land ; and I iM shake all nattoM, aod the 
dbsire of all nations shall ^Mmie." Ooald a reli^on, ithe 
kingdorti of wbieh was to be IbuhdcMr <)jrsaoh awVM means, 
be establitfaed,vbe fei^etuated, <wi«hoftt iavdWiH^ the 
eitfferihgft of Its sabjecls ? 

If tljie Christian conrse had been meant fW a paitb of 
Toses/wooldthe liteof the Ahtihor of Christianity have 
lieenapath strewed with thorns? *<Hemad« for os^* 
aays Bistiop Jeremy Taylor^ ** a covenant of suffenng^s, 
his vei-y promises were suifeiiDgs, his rewards were sii& 
lerin^, hnd his arguments to invite men to ibUowhini 
t^ere ,only taken ^om sufferings in tUis life and lli^ re^ 
ward' of suiFerings hereafter.*' ' * ' 

But if no prmce but fhe prince df p^oeever s^t ofit 
vritb a 'proclamation of the reversionary natni^ of his 
empire. — if no other king, to allay avarice and check am- 
bition, ever invited subjects by the unallamo^ declaratioa 
^at^ <* his kingdom was not of this world^'^if none o&er 
evcfr declared tliat it was not dignity or hoiiours,'* valour 
ortalertts that made them " worthy of him,*' but "tak- 
ing lip the cross^— if no other ever made the sorrows 
wtech would attend his followers a motive f^ their at- 
tachment— ^yet no otiier ever had the goodness to pro- 
mise, or the power to make his pToiiftiae goOd, dnt he 
would /^ ^i*e8t to the heavy laAden." OIlhcrwvetfeiMit 
have *^ overcome theworld" for their Own aittbitioii, out 
none besides ever thongbt of making ibi ** tri^nlatloa^ 
which should be the elfectof that conquest, a gt\)uiMf tor 
animating the'fidelitv of his ibRoiVei«-^-«ver #iOiiglit of 
biddimrthem <* be oi good cfaeer,*" becttaae he had over- 
come the wdrid in aseiise<whi€h wasto inaike his'Siil^fect* 
lose al i hope of hsiDg in H. 

The Apostle to the i*hiiippians •eminwrated it among' 
the honours tMid distipottoiis ^prepared for his tnost tk* 
voiii^d converts, not only thst^' they shonld betteveln 
C::brist* btfit that th^y should •afeo ^ M^r fbr him*** 
Ai>y other religion would have made nse of snch a fro- 
irtisc as an argnmentto deter, not to attract. I'hat a re- 
ligion shonrd flourish the more under such" discooraging 
invitations, vHth the threr.t of even degrading circiimstan- 
ces and absolute losses, is an imanswerable evidence that 
St was of no human origin. 
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It*ts among the mercies of Odd, tlrat lie 'strengthens the 
Vfrtnes of his servant by hartfeuing them under the cold 
and bracing climate of adverse fortune, instead of leav- 
Hig tb€lffl to langnisli otider the shining Irat -witlierhig sun 
oTc^ndottded prospedty. When they cannot be attract- 
ed to him *by 'gentleriitflni^nces, he sends thefee salutary 
s^toniis and teiapests, Kvhidi pnrify while they alarm. 
Oar gracious Paiher knouts that 'eternity is loiTg enongh 
for fii* dhfldren to. be happy in. 

The character pf Chnstiauity rofty bfe seen by the very 
iitjagesof niftitary co'nfKctythider'Whidi the scriptures so 
iViequently exhibit it. Sufferins; is* the initiation into a 
Christian's callhlg. It fe His educatmn fof lieaVen. Shall 
the sclmlar rebel at the discipline which is to fit him for 
his professioi^; or the soMer at the exercise which is to 
qualify him for vlctpify ? ' 

But the Chri^tlan% trials do not all springfrom with- 
Oiit He woald thinic tiietn cfpnipardtively easy, had he 
only the o|>posltion df men to sfrtfg^e against, or even 
the sevei*er disptensations df ^ttd t6 snstiib ? tf he has 
a conflict with the world, he has a harder conffici with 
siiL His bosdm foe is his most unyielding enemy j 

. . IO»,w«i«une.jwwitbi%t;hef9iM)f>%IUBd 
. I^fefVQi^.p^uit4aboui(s« 

'Thisit » ^idxich ^inkei iiis •other trials ti^vy, wilii^ 
makes His pow^r ^ sattaiBiBjBf «beiit wesk, whMi renders 
Ms eonqntest «velrtheai slawaiiimMwiocJiisiv^; ^wbicht^o 
vf^n solieitihilii 40 mpi^dseifiteMSt'to dnty, Molence to 
l«Bistance,aivd 8elf4fidiilgenee to ^etory. 
'" ^liis world is^e^^ge 01 whlcfa^uwitidlyiiietfimve ex> 
olnnvely act, and the things of the world, and the ap- 
plamse of th<^ #orl#,' ai^ 'ftie'wwiMids srfiicli ;Afe^ propose 
to themselves. Itiese they offte»fattiiu}^«*^tvM ^hese they 
are satisfied. They aimati|sr4iig^er'eiMl,aiK]«f«li^aim 
they are not disappttinlted; B4itlet«iettbe dirislsan re- 
pine at the soccess «f«lM»6e'^o«e<moifives he rejects, 
tiiiose practiceslie datftstio^adopt, whose «nds lie depre- 
cates. If he l<M3i fitly i^ttflpoiition to ndrifiiir tvt»he« he sees 
the irrefiigions4n greilt -ppoepetity, let hlni ask hiinself if 
he wottid tread >flieir ptsm to sttate tbiiir end-^if he woold 
do their vwrk to obtain their if^iapes? He knows he 
would not. Ijet him the* cheer^iHy leave thorn to scram- 
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Me for the priies, and jostle for the places wluclf tbe 
world temptiogly holds eat, bat which be will not par- 
chase at the world's price. 

Consult the pageoihistoryy aad observe, not only if€ie 
best men have b^n the most suceessfhl, bat even if they 
have not often eminently failed in great ett(erpriBes,mi: 
dertaken perhaps on the purest principles ; wfaHe nnwortiky 
instruments have been often employed^ not only to pro- 
duce dangeroua revolutions, bat to bnng abont events 
ultimately tendina to the public benefit ; enterprises in 
which good men raced to engage, which pertnips they 
were not competent to effect, or u effecting which they 
mi^ht have wounded their consdence and endaajgerea 
tiieir souls. 

Good causes are not lilways conducted by good men. 
A good cause may be connected witii something that is 
not ||ood, with party for instance. Party often does t^At 
for virtue, which virtue » not able to do for hersetf ; and 
thus the right cause is pramotisd and effected by some 
subordinate, even by some wrong motive. A. worldly , 
man, connecting himseff with a religions canse^ gives it that ' 
importance in the eyes of the world, which neither its own 
rectitude, nor that of its religious simporters, had b^* 
able to give it. Nay the very piety oleics iidvocates— for 
vrorldly men always connect piety with imprtidence — 
faadbiott(^ the wisdom, or at least the earpfdten^ of the 
cause into suspicion, audit is at last carried by a means 
foreign to itself. The character of the cause must be. 
lowered, we had almost said, it must in a certun degree 
be deteriorated, to suit the general taste, even to obtaia 
the approbation of that multitude for whose benefitit is 
intended. 

How long, as we have hid oc<sision to observe in »- 
nother connexion, had the world groaned under the mos| 
tremendous engtee which superstition and despotism, in 
dreadful coni^cteration, ever contrived to force the con- 
sciences, and torture the bodies of men ; where racks 
were used for persuasion, and flames for argumente ! The 
best of men for agethave been mourning under this dread 
tribunal, without being competent to eifect its over- 
throw ; tlie worst of men has been able to accomplish it 
vrith a word, — It is a homiliattng lesson for good men virfaen 
they thus see how entirely instrumentality may be sepa- 
ted from personal virtue. r- ^^^t^ 
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Weetffifidt into tli^^^rror df wbicfa the Prophet so 
iong ago compkiiued, *< rre eall the proud happy," and the 
wick«d fortmiate, and our hearts are too apt to rise at 
HielrMeecMes. We pretend indeed that they rise with 
indignation ; hut is it not to be feared that with this in- 
HlgBatioh is mixed a httle envy, a Kttle rebellion a^inst 
Ood ? We miHtnur, Hiottgh we know that when the in- 
'strnment has finished bts work, the divine limployer 
throws him by, cuts him off, lets him |(>msb, 
- ISst you envy him in tiie midst of that work, to ac- 
«0Mipli8l» whieh he has sacrificed every principle of jnstice, 
crath, and mercy. Is th£i a man to be envied ? Is this a 
|^os)^rity tohe grndged? Would you incur the pen-- 
alties of that happiness at which you are not ashamed to 
tonrnvr? ' 

' But te il lK»piness to commit sin, to be abhorred by 
Ipood men, to offend God, to itiin his 05m toul ? Po yoti 
jieaiiy cottsider a t^nporary success a recompense tor 
^ deeds wblehwiR insure eternal woe to the perpetrator? 
jfe'fhe siu^cessftil bad aiaa happy? Of what materials 
Ibeii is happifiess made |ipf Is it temposed t>f u di^turb- 
jed mind atnt an unquiet eonsciencer Arte doubt and 
'' diffiiraiity', are teiTor and appreheasion, are distrust and 
ensptc&elD, ieikitiesfor which a chrtstiian would renonnce 
liift peaee, woiil^ dis(i^tease his .Maker, would risk his 
•Md i Think of the hiddeUr vulture that feeds on the vi- 
tals of SBeceSsfol wickedness^ and yotn* repinings, your 
envy, if y«u «r6 so unhappy as to feel envy, will cease. 
VonrindignatiiHi'WiHbe converted into cosupassion, your 
execrations into prayer. 

But if he feel neither the scourge of conscience, nor 
the «fting of remorse, pHy him %e more. Pitjr him for 
the very vmtlt of that addition te bis anfaappiltess : for 
If he added to his miseries that of anticipating his punish* 
ment, he might^be led by repentance to avoid it. Can 
von reckon the blindii^ his eyes and the hardeiihig bis 
hearty any part of his luippioess? This opinion, however, 
yon practkaliy adopt, whenever you grudge the pi-ospe- 
rity of the wicked. God, by delaying the puni^mient of 
bad nreU) for whieh toe are so impatient, may have de- 
signs of mercy of which we know notliing-'^ercy per- 
haps to theciv^ or if not to them, yet mercy to thosA who 
are sulferiog by theno, and whom he intends by these bad 
instrmitents, to puni^, aad^ by punishing, eventually to 
save. 
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There is another seutuneiit which proqieroas njricked- 
ness excites in certain minds, that is almost more pre- 
.posterons than envy itself, and that is respect ; bat this 
feelmg vt never r^sed unless both the wickedness a|id the 
prosperity be on a grand scale. . , 

Xhis sentiment a&o is founded in secret impiety, in the 
belief either that God does not govern human mm, or 
Uiat the motives of actions are not r^giurded by him, or 
that prosperity is a certain proof of his &voor, or tb«l 
where there is success there must be worth. These flat- 
terers however forsake the prosperons with 4beir good 
fortune; their applause is withheld, with the succms 
which attracted it. As they were governed by events i|i 
their admiration, so events lead them to withdraw it. 

But in this admiration there is a bad taste as weU as a 
bad principle. If ever wickedness pretends to excite 
any idea of sublimity, it must be, not in its Ovation bi4 
its fall. If ever Caius Marias raises aiw sucb sentiment 
it is not when he carried $he world before bim^ it is oot^ 
in his seditious and bloody triun^pbs at Rome, but it U 
when in poverty and exue bis intrepid look cwised Hie 
dagger to drop from the band of the executioner ;^it i$, 
when sitting among the venerable ruins of Carthage be 
enjoyed a desolation so congenial to hU own. — Dioi^sinL 
in the plenitude of arbitrary power, raises our iuunixed 
abhorrence. We detest the oppressor of the people white 
be continued to trample on them -, we execrate the mon* 
8ter wbo was not ashamed to sell Plato as a ^ave. . If 
ever we feel any tl)ing like interest on his subject, iti| 
not with the Tyrant of Syracuse but with the School* 
Master of Corinth. 

But though God may be patient with triu^iphapt 
wickedness^ he does not wink or connive at it BetweiNi 
being permitted and supported, between being employed 
and approved, the distance is wider than we are i^eady to 
acknowledge* Perhaps " Uie iniquity of the Amontes is 
not yet full/ Go^ has always the means of putnishmeot 
as well as of pardon in his own hands. B ut to punish just 
at the moment when we would hud the bolt, n&i^t break 
in on a scheme of Providence of wide extent and indefi- 
nite consequences. " Tliey have drunk their hemlock,'' 
says aiSine writer, ''but the poison does not ^et work." 
Perhaps the convulsion may be the moxe tem)^e for the 
delay. Let us not be impatient to accompUsb a sentence 
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which' infinite jastlce sees right to defer— It is always 
tim^ eaougfa to enter hito hell. Let us think more of 
i^strainiiig oar own vindietive tempers, than of precipita- 
tiii^ their destmction. They may yet repent or the 
crimes they are perpetrating. Cod may still by some 
schemei intricate, and tintntelligible tons, pardon the sin 
which we think exceeds the timits even of his mercy. 

Bot we contrive to make revenge itself look like reli- 
gion. We caH down thunder on many a head under pre- 
tence that those on whom we invoke it are God's enemies^ 
when perhaps we invoke it because they are ours. 

Bat though they should go on with a: full tide of pros- 
perity to the end^ will it not cure oar impatience that 
that end nrast come? wilt it not satiftiy us that th^ must 
die^ that they must come tp. judgment? Mliich is to he 
enriod, theCSiristianwho dies and his brief sorrows have 
a period, or he who closes a prosperous- life and enters on 
^aiinnerable eternity ?- The one has nothing to fear if the 
"vrbmises of the Gospel be true, the othernothing to hope 
{f they be not fhlse; The word of God must be a lie, hea« 
tena foble, hell aii invention, befhre the impenitent sin- 
ner can be safe. Is that man to be envied whose securU 
>ty depends on their falsehood ? Is the other to be pitied 
whose hope is founded on their reality. €an that state 
be happhiess, which results from believing that there is no 
God, no future reckohing? Can that state be misery which 
consists in knowing that there is both ? 

In estimftting the- comparative happiness of good and 
had men, we should ever bear in mind that of a|l the ca- 
kmiities which can bo ikifficted or suffered, sin is the 
greatest; and ofall punishments,, insensibility to sin is 
the hi^viest which die wrath of God' inflicts in this world 
for the eomtnission of it. God so fhr then front-appro- 
ving a wicked man, because he suffers him to go on tri- 
nmphantly, seems nither^I^ allowing him to continue his 
amoodi«nd prosperoiis ooufse^ to have some awful desti- 
ny in store for him, which will not perhaps b6 revealed 
tin his repentance is too late; then his knowledge of 
God^s displeasure, and the dreadiht consequences of that 
dispfeasore, may be revealed together; may be revealed 
whev iiiere is no room ibr mercy. 

Bnt¥rithotit lookitagto futurity — consulting only the 
pfesont condition 6f suffering virtqe ; if we pot (he in- 
ward comdation derived froip communion with God, the 
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Immble cdnfldeiMie of pmyfef^ the devoQt trast fai the iil-' 
vine protection — supports commonly reserved for (he 
afflicted ChristUn, sied eiiiiDentl3[]>eftto«ed labia grestoot 
exigence ; if wc place tbese feeUofs ift the oppo«i|e soaie 
with ali that unjmt power ever bestowed* ox gnllty w«ftltit' 
possessed J we sh»U bav^ no beaitaiioa is decidugoift 
which side even present happiness lie». 

With a mind tbos fw^ed^ with afaitb thus firm, vac ffreat 
object so absorbs :the Gbristiati that bis peflee is not tofit 
about with the thuiss whicb discompose ordinary men. 
<< My forlnne," may ^ say, "at i9 troe^ n shatterod; bot . 
as I o^ade toot ** fine gpid my confidences' wbile i poaBe»> 
sed it, in losing it I ha?e not lost myself. IJeaned vo^ 
on power, for I knew its instability. Hcvd pr^speril)' 
been my dependence, my support bein^ iemoTe<^ 1 most 
folU" . , •• . 

In the c^e of the afflicted chri&tiao you bmeiit peiy 
haps with the wife of the perseicuted hero, &at he aumn ^ 
being inaocent. Bat would it extract the. ating from 
suffering, were guilt Added to it? Out of twaw4rlda»to 
have all sorrow in this iod no hope itt tHie sext would bft 
iadeed intolerable* Would y^ou have himpurchaae a ra« 
prieve from suffering by sinful complianeea 2 Think botr, 
ease woidd be destroyed by th^i^ne^-ifaidlbritl far how ' 
short a time he wouU] eqjoy it, even if it .were not bo n gl rt 
at the 'expense of his soul ! 

It would be prepo8terou& to say that soffenug i» tbs 
recompense of virtue, and yet it may. wUb timtb be ii»* 
scrted that the Oapaetty for eiyoyiQg the>EewHr4 of vir«> 
toe is enlarged by suffering ; 9od thns it be«oHi^ not en« 
ly the instrument of promoting virtue^ but the instnit- 
tnent of re warding it Besides, God cfaoses f<Mr the con-: 
firroatkni of our faith, as well as £ot the coaa^lmmatiiHi^ 
his gracious plans, to reserve in his own hand tfaia mnat 
striking proof of a future retribution.. Toaoppoae thai 
he caikmt ultiioately recompense bis virtuous afiicled* 
children is to believe him lesa powecfultban aft eamtiity 
father— to supposethat be vfill not, is tobelieyo kia ]a$, 
ttiercifal. - ,. . , ^ 

Great trials are oftener proofs of ^vonr than of dts* 
pleasure. An inferior officer will 9nMce for iofieiior ex- 
peditions, btit the Sovcreigar seleotB the ablest General 
for the most dilfBcult service. And not only doea the' 
king evidence his opinion hy.the selection^ut the soldier 
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imVi^liuf BttachJriett'by rejoictng in the prefereoce. His 
)Mfog niired on)? Victory i^ no reason for his being set 
aside. Conqnest ivhiC'h qualifies hfm for new attaci^ 
Bti^ests a reason for hi^ being again employed. 

'Ae strffl^tig^ of good men bV no means contradict 
tile promise that ** t^odltitesslias the promise ef the life 
that now is^f nof tHat promise ^ that the meetE shall ia« 
l^rit the eartb> They possess it 'by the spirit in whiel^ 
tiie^ enjoy its' bleaSsings, by the spirit with which they 
tewi thetti. 

inie belief too thai trials will faciBfAte salvation is 
aaotfaersonrceofconsotaiion. ' Sufferings also abate tlie 
(fir«ad of death' by cheapening tiie price of life^ The af< 
ftctions even' of the real Christian are too much drawn 
€kywn#ard8. His heart too fondly cleaves to the' dust, 
though he knows that trouble springs out of it. How 



cttiisciodsness; a bright conviction that his Christiaa 
l^fing under trials is a cheering evidence that his piet^ 
ii sincere. The gold has been melted dovra^ and Its puri!^ 
^ijr is ascertained. 

Among his other hdvantages, the afBicted Christianhaa 
Itat of being able to apply to the mercy of God, not as a' 
new and tintried^i and therefore an uncertain resour^^; 
Hfe does ndt come as an alien before a strange master, 
but as a child Intb the well known presence of a tender 
filther. He did not put off prayer till this pressing exi< 
^nce,. HeMid not make his God a sort of dernier resort 
to be iiad recourse to only in the great waterfloods. H& 
hifd long and difigentty sought him in the cahn; he had 
adhered to him» if the phrase may hie allowed, before he 
was driven to It. R)e had soneht God*s favour while he 
eii|oyed the favour of (he world. He did not wait for the 
day ofevil io seek the supreme Good. He did not defer 
his meditations on lieavenly things to the disconsolate 
hour when earth has ffothing for him. He can cheerfully 
associate religion with those former days of feitcity, when 
with evenr thing before him out of which io chase, he 
jc|^ God. He hot only feels the snpport derived from 
]& present prayers, bnt the benefit or all those which he 
offered up in the day of Joy and gladness. He will espe- „ 
chilly derive comfi^rt Crbtn the tnppHcatioi|»^ bad made 
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for ^he anticipated, tbongb m^oQwn trial of the prestieiit 
hour, and whicb in such a world of vicissitudes^ it w«|9 
reasonable to expect. 

' Let us' confess tbe^thktin all the trying circamstances 
of tliis chabgeful scene, there is some tiling infinitely sooth- 
ing to the feelrngs of a Christian, sometfajng inexpressibly 
thuiqnHUzing tahis miud,^ tq knaw that he has nothing to 
do with events bat to submit to them; that he has 
nothing to do with the revo^lutions of life buttoacqiiiesce 
id them, as the dispensatioiis 6f eternal wisdom j that he 
has not to take the management ontof the hands of Provi- 
dence, but submissively to follow the divine leading -, thai 
he hais notto.coutrive ror to-'raori'ow,.but to acquiesce to- 
day ; not to conclition about events yet to come*' but to 
s^ect those which are present with cheerful resignation, 
l^t him he thankful tiiat as he could not by foreseeing 
prevent the'm, so he was uQt pei-niitted U> foresee them ; 
thankful fbr ignorance where knowledge, woftld only pro^ 
Idng without preventing suffering -y thankful fpi* that gr^ce 
wbichiiaspromisedvthat our strength shaU be propoi Uobp 
ed to our day ; thankful tljat as he is not responsible fbr 
trials which he has not brmight on himself, so by the good- 
ness of God these tiials nfiay be imprbved to the noblest ■■ 
purposes. The quiet acquiescence of the heart, the annl- 
faihition of the will under actns^l circumstances, be tlie tri^ 
al great or small, is more acceptable to God, more indica- 
tive of true piety, than the strongest general resohitions 
of firm acting, and deep submission under the roost trying 
unborn events. In the remote case it.i» tlie umiginatioa 
.which. submits : in tlie actual case it is the will. 

We are too ready to imagine that there is no other way 
of serving Gjod but by active exertions j exertions which 
are ofltcn made because ihey indulce our natuitil taste, 
and gratify our own inclinations. 6ut it is 911 error to 
jma^nc; that Qod by putting us into aiiy supposable sit- 
uatiob, puts it olit of oiic power to glorify hitn ; that he 
can place us under any ciicumbtances which may not be 
tnnied to.spnie account, cither for ourselves or others. 
Joseph in his prisoii under tlip strongest disqualitications, 
loss of •liberty aiui a blasted reputdlittii, made way for 
both his own higii advancement and for ttya deliverance 
of Israel. Daniel in his ^mi.«;non, not only the' destined 
p*-ey,butin the vejyjaws of furious beasts, converted tlu; 
kJngofHabvlon^nd Drought him to the knowledge oftlip 

". . • :*• ^ . Digitized by Google 



true t56if. CcrtiM ]prosp^rity have efiSfcted' the fortiicr? 
Would not prosperity have prevented the latter ? ' 

But to descend to more familiar instances — It is amoii^ 
the ordinary, though most mysterious dispensations' of 
Providence;^ that many df his appointed servants who arie 
not only eminently fitted, but also most zealously dispd- 
•sed, to glorify their Redeemer bj" instructing and re- 
forming their fellow creatures, are yet disqualified by diir 
ease, and set aside from that public duty of which th^ 
seeesstty^s so obvious, and of which the fruits were so 
remarkable, whilst many others possess nnintennpted 
health and strength, for the exercise of those 1\ractions 
fbr whf^h they are tittle gifted and less disposed. 

But God's ways are not as our ways. He is not ac« 
conntalile to his creatures.' The caviller would know 
why it is right. " liie suffering Chrbtiaii believes and 
feeUit to be ri^t. He humbly acknowledges theneces- 

- '^tty of the afil^tion which his fKends are lamenting ; he 
feels the mercy of the tiaieastfre which othei-s are suspec- 
ting of injustice. Witli' deep humility he is persuaded 
that if the affliction is not yet withdrawn, it is because it 
tMA notVet accomplished the purpose for which it was 

/ sent 'nit privation 'is probably intended both for tlie 
individual interests of th^ sufferer, and for the reproof of 
those who have neglected to profit by his labours. Per- 
haps God more especially tims draws still nearer to him- 
self, him who Imff drawia so many others. ^ 
' But to take a more particular view of the case, we arte 
too ready to consider {differing as aii indication of God's 
displeasure, not so much against sin in general, as against 
the individual sufferer. Were this the case, then would 
'those saints and martyrs who have piued in exile, p.nd 
fcroaned in dtmgeons, and expired Oik scaffolds, have been 
the objects of God'd peculiar wrath instead of his special 
favour. But tlie truth is, some little tincture o( latent 
iofidelity mixes itself in almost all our reasonings ou these 
topics. We do not constantly take into the account a 
futnre state. We want God, if I ih^ hazard the cxpres- 
«<ra, to eleat himself as he go'es. W6 cannot give him 
such long credit M the period cff huiMan life. He must 
everjT moment be vibdlcatiiig hriA character against every 
sceptical cavil ; he most unravel his^^lans to every shat- 
Jow critic, he must anflcipafte the knowledge df his de- 
•ign teloro its Oferatipns arc completed. Jf i^e may 
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adopt n plti^ase io«se apooag thev^lgar^ we yriUiiiifttb^ 
uorartfaer than Wecanaee Iuid.. '^^ug^ hehassaid, 
** judge, nothing Wofe the time," we judge jm^tly, of 
course rashly, and in general (aMy. .^ere the brevl^ 
of earthly prosperity and sufferipg, the certainty of retri- 
butive justice, ^nd the eternity of futaife blessedness 
perpctfiaily kept in view, we shouid t)ia^e mpre p^ience 
withCtod. ' 

£ven in judgiog^^otitious comppsitip^s, we are more 
just. Inuring the perusal qf a tragedy » or aoy Yrork of 
^inYention,tlfOQgh we.feel for tlie'distij^sses of the perscdi- 
^ages, yet we dp .not fprm an ultimate judgjment of ^ 
propriety or injustice of thein sufferings. We wai! rbr 
the catastrophe We give the poet credit either that he 
yrHi extricate them from. their d^^tre^ses^or eventnallyex- 
j)lain thejustice of them. ^e. do pot ci^ndeoin him at 
.the end of every scene for the trials of tliat ^ceiLe,^hie|i 
,ihe sufferers do not appear to have^fteperved ; for tl^ saf > . 
/erings which do^ot alwayr^seenit to haye ariiien firop the|r 
^^wn misconduct, ^e be^Koifl t|ie triak qf tl^evirtupps 
Vith sympathy, 4Ji4 t^e sopcesses pf^he wicked with in- 
dignation ; |>iit we 4o not pass Q^r im^\ sentence t^\ tiit 
•poet has passed his. "^e i;e»erve bur qecisive jndgmeut 
till the last scene cloi|es,1;in the curtain drops. Slnll we 
not treat the schemes of In^i^te wisdom with as mii^ii 
mpect as the plot of a Dxama. 

But to borrow oar illustrfUi^B jfrpm realities.— Iq^ 
court of justice the by-stao4ers dp not ^give their sen- 
tence in the midst of ^ triaL . ^e wait pa|tient^ i^ll all 
the evidence is collected^ and oir^umstaiitiaOydeUiled 
and finally summed up. Andr-to pursue tlie illusiou— 
^imperfect as human decisions may possibly be, iallible 
as we must allow the most deliberate and honest verdict 
must prove, we conunonly applaud the justice of the jury 
and the equity of tlie judge. The felon they . coiideai|i» 
we rarely acqui;t ; whetre they remit ju^giQcpt, we x^^S^ 
iy denounce it — |t is pnly infi]»|Tb wupo^ on whose 
purposes we cannot rely; it is only us^finitc merct 
whose operations we innuiot jtrmt. It i^. o^ly " the 
Judge of all.tibe eartfa^'.who cannot do right. MTe re^rse 
the order of Qod by .aummoiiiing |f|BC to ooir bar, at 
whose awful bar we ahail soon be jijidg^- 
* But to return to our more imiaediate poin.t— 4be ap- 
parently untlur distrihntioQ of prpsftejity botweon goo4 
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and bad men. As their case is opposite in every tiring — 
the one is constantly deriving his happiness from that 

. -which is the source of the other's jnisery, a Sense of the 
divine omniscience. The eye of God is << a pillar of light" 
to the one, *' and a cloud and darkness'' to tiie other, |t 
is no less a teiTor to htnl who dreads His justice than a 

joy to him who derives all his sopport from the awful 
thou^t Thou God seest [ 

BiU as we haye already observed^ can w« want a 
broader tine of du^crimination between them, than tlieir 
actual condition here, independently of the difierent par- 
tioQs reserved for them hereafter ?" 1^ it not distinction 
enough that the ope though sad is safe; that tlieotlier, 
though confident is insecure ? Is not the one as far from 
^ rrat aslie is frou) virtue, as iar from the enjoyment of 

' quiet as from the hope of heaven? as far from peace as 
^ he is from Ood ? Is it nothing that every day brii^s tjae 

^^Christian nearer to his crown, and that the smner is eve- 

^^y day working his way nearer to his ruin ? The hour 
of death, whidi the ope dreads a£i something worsa than 

^extinction, is to the pther the hour of his nativity, the 

Jiiirth-day of immortality. At the be jght of his sufferings 
the good man knows that they will soon terminate. In 
the zenith of his success tn^ sinner has a similar assurance. 
But how different is the result of the same, eonviction ! 

^n ioyi^dble f«|itb sustains the one, in the severest ca- 
lamities, while an inextinguishable dread gives the lie 

. to the proudest triumphs of tjie other. 

He then, after all, is fhe only happy man, not whom 
worldly prosperity renders apparently happy, but whom 
110 change of worldly circumstances can make essentially 
Miserable ; whose pe^ce depends not on external events, 
bnton^ interna] support ; not on that success which is 
common to all, but on that hope which is the peculiar 
privilege, on that p^ron^ise w^ich i$ thQ sole prcrogativp 
of the ChristiaR. 
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TEMPER AND CONDUCT 



CHAP: XXI. 



TlaiS TEMPER AND CONDUCT OF THE Cif&'iStlAN IN 

SICKNESS ANB IN DEATH.- i 

1 HE Pagan Philosophers haire gtveo many adioirable 
precepts ^th for resigning blessings and for siistainin)^ 
misfortanes ; but wanting the motives and sanfetions (Sf 
<>hristianity, tbouglr they excite nmch htteliecliial admi- 
ration, they produce fittle practicai effect. 'The stars 
^vhtch gHitered in their moral night, though brigfit, hii- 
parted no warmth. Tlieir most beautiini dissertatiVm 
on death had no charm to extract its sting. We receive 
no support from their most elaborate tiieatises on im- ^ 
mortahty, for want of him who ** bronght life^nrl imj 
mortality to Hght/* Their consolatory discussions cpdlci 
. not strip thie grave ^f its terror^, for to tham it' was not 
" swallowed up in victory.** To conceij^ of the soul aJ* 
an immortal principle, wkhoiit proposing b scheme for 
the pardon of its sins, was but cold consolation. Their 
future state was but a happ^: guess ; Uieir heaven but a 
fortunate conjecture. , . 

When' we peruse their finest compositions, we admire 
the manner in which the medietiie is adnoinistercd, but 
we do not find \t effectual for the cure^ nor even ibr the 
mitigatioh of our disease. Tlie beauty of the Sentiment 
we applaud, but our heart continues to ache. Tliere is 
tio healing balm in their elegant prescription. These 
four little words " thy will be done,'* contain a 
charm of more poweiful efllcacy than all the disctphne of 
. the stoic school. They cot up a long train 6f clear bnt 
cold reasoning, and impersede whole volumes of ar|ii« 
ment on fate and necessity. 

What sufferer ever derived any ease from the subtle • 
distinction of the hair-splitting casuist, who allowed 
" that pain was very troublesome, but resolved never to 
acknowledge it to be an evil ?" There is an equivocation 
in his manner of stating the proposition. He do& not 
directly say that pain is not an evil, but by asophbtical 
turn professes that philosophy will never confess it to be 
''^ '^vil. But what consolation does the «ufferer draw 
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iirom tlie qnihbUng nicety^ *» What difference is there,*' \* 
as Arcfabisimp Tillotson well iiMiuires," between thingd \ 
betiMj; troublesome and being evilsy^when all the evil of an 
taffiictioD iies in the trouble It creates to lis ?" 
' CbiistiaDity knows nm>e of those fancifnl distittctioos. 
-j&he never pretends to inaiat that pain U nat Hn evir, bot 
.nhe does more ; she converts it into a good* Christianity 
,therefore teaches a fortitude a9 mucfh more nobte than 
•philosophy, as iiieeting pain with resignation to the hand 
•that inflicts it, is more heroic than denying it to be an* 
evil. ' « ' ' 

: : To submit on the mere human ground that there Is tio 
all^matiye, is not resignation but hopelessness; To bear 
■affliction solely because impatience will not remove it. Is 
but an inferior, though a just reasoo^ fbv bearing it. tt 
»avour» rather of despair than submission wlien not sane* 
tioped.by a higher principle.—'' It is the Lord, let him 
'^ do whatseemethbim good," is at once a motive of more 
powerful obligation than all the documents which phii^ 
sopby ever suggested ; a firmer groraid of support than all 
. tlie energies that natiiraKi^rtitude ever supplied. 

Under any visitation, sickness for instance, God pcr- 
' mits 08 to think the atfiiction ** not joyous but grieyous.'* — 
But though he allows us^ feel,' we must not allow our- 
selves to repine. There is again a sort of heroism in, 
VbeartDg up sigainst affliction, vduch some adopt on the 
.gi'ound that it raises their character, and confers dignity 
.en their snUering. This philosophic firmness is &r from 
being the temper which Chrsliianity intuicates. 

Wljen we are compelled by^he hand of Ood to en." 
dure sufferings, or driven by acouvictiofiof the vanity of 
the world to renounce its enjoyments, we must not endure 
the one on the low principle of its beuig inevitable, nor, 
in %iQg from the other, must we retire to the contem* 
plationof our own virtues^ - We -must not, with asutteh 
intrepidity, collect ourselves into a centre of our own ; 
into a cold apathy to all without, and a proud approba- 
tion of all within. We must not contract our scattered 
faults into a sort of dignified selfishness ; nor concentrate 
own feelings into a proad magnauiimty ; we must jiot adopt 
an it dependent rectitude. A gloomy stoicism is not chns- 
tian heroism. A melancholy noa-resistance rs not chris^ 
tian resignation. 
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Noir itmat we indemnify eondres foronr ontwmri 
" Mlf-coiiliiol by secret tDnnmiriiigs. We may be adrairedl 
foroarreM^ntion in iliis tnstsince, as for our geoerosity 
and disioterestednefls in other instances ; but we deserve 
iiHle 4B«mAiemiatioH for wiiateirer we give op, if we do 
iMl give «p our owB hicfifiation^ It ia inward repiiniig 
that we nmit mdeavoor to repress ; it is the discontent 
<»f^e heart, the unevpressed but toot im^eit mnnnnry 
^ agtitiat wfaMi wenitst pray for grace, and ttniggle forre^ 
;^istaiice.< We nmst not smother our discdntents before 
others, and feed on tbera in private. It is the hidden je^ 
Ikeltton of the wtli we imist iubdue,if \fewoQlcl submit 
«fl christfana. Nor mast we jmtify onr itnpatieBce by 
liyingy tbat if onr afiictiott did not dlsqwUif^ us from hi- 
mg i^efiil to our families, and active in the service of 
God, ire coakl more ctieerfoHy beAr it Let us rather be 
assumi that it does not ^Kqaaitfy ns for that dnty wbidi 
we most need, and to which Ood calls as by the very die- «* 
^pialification. . . ^■ 

A constant posttire of defence against the attacks «f 
our great spiiitual enemy, is a better seenrity than an in* 
cideStal blow, or ev«;n an occasional victory. It is •!«• 
a better preparation for all the occurrences of lifo. it ' 
ia not some signal «ot of mordfication, .but an habitnil 
4tateof discipline which will prepare us for great triab.. 
Asonleverptf thewatch^ fervent in prayer, diligent iii' 
•elf4nspection4 frequent in meditation, Torlified againat 
tbfrvtiittles or time by repeated views of eternity— nail 
the avenues to sveh a heart willl^ in a goodmeasone 
fihutagaiAsI temptation, barred in % grea t degree againat 
tbe tempter. ^ Strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might/* it will be enabled to resist the . one, to exp^l 
the other. To a mind so prepared, tlie thoughts of sick- 
ness will not be new, for be knows it is tlie *< condition of 
the battle :* The prospect oT death will not be sufpiV 
«ii|, for he knows ift is its termination. 

The period is now come when we must summon aQ the 
fortltnde of the ratiomil being; all the resignation of this 
ebiistlaa. The principles we have been learning mnsi 
new. be taade praeti€al.-~The speculations we have ad* 
mirad we nuiat now realtte. All that we bikve been stae. 
dymg wasinerder to inrnish materials for this grand exi- 
gence. All the arength we have been collecting mo^ 
nnw be brought into action. Wc must now draw to a 
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p6\rit alt the scattered argoraeats, aU tbe teT^ralfliothre^ 

alt the individual supports, all the cheering promises of 

religion. Wc must exen^Kfy all the rules we have given 

to others ; we must embody aU the resoltitic)ii»we b^e 

' 'formed for oorselves ; we must reduce 4Mir precepts to 

^xperifmce ; wo moat pass from disconraeK^oi) tabmiflMon 

to its exercise ; from disseftattoas on sufiieriiig to austaia- 

« ing i t. We must heroically call up the deterniinatiftBt of 

<>iir better days* We maBtrecoUec^ what we have said of 

the supports of faith and hope when oar strength was in 

-fhlf vigour, when our heart was at easevand our mind un- 

' 'disturbed. Let us collect all that remains to us of mental 

' :«treiigth. Let ns implore the aid of holy hope and fa'vent 

f^th, to show that ix;ligion is not abeautiuil tbeDry but a 

soul-sustaining truth. 

Endeavour, without harassing scrutiny or distressing 
doubt, to act on the principles which your sounder jndg- 
^iiieiit formerly admitted. The strongest faith is wwtKl 
. in tlie bardest trials. Under those trials, to the confirmed 
christian the highest degree of grace is^'ommonly impart- 
''4dt. Impair not that faith qh which yon. rested wheo your 
,iniQd was stroikg by suspecting its validity now it is wesA. 
.^Itat which had your tun assent in perfect healtii, wbi<^ 
'was then firmly rooted in your spirit, nQd gronndftd an 
> your understanding, most not be nnfixedbv the doubts 
' «f ata eufeebled reason and the scruples of an impaired 
Jodgraent. Yon may not.Aowbeable tedeteniunejita 
^the reasonableness of propositions, but you any derive 
strong consolation from conclusions which were ooce^fiil- 
'ly establi^ed in your mind. • 
{ The reflecting christian wiU consider the natnnd evil 
'tf sicl^n^ as the consequence and punishment of moiial 
^vfl. He will inouroyuot only that he suffers pain, W 
because that pain is the efiect of sin* If man had not aiu- 
:hed he would not have suffered. Tim heaviest. aggrava- 
tion of his pain is i6 know that hie iuis deserved it. But 
it is a counterbahmoe to this trial to know that our 
mercifbl Father has no. pleasure ip the sulFeriogs of his 
children, that be chastens thism in We, tot he never ill- 
filets a stroke whicb he could safely spare i that,]ie in- 
flicts it to purify as wellas to«puns«hy tocautiaiLas^wieil^as 
to cure, to improve as wdl as to. chastise. ^ 

What a support in the dreary season of sickness is it to 
reflect, that the Captain of our salvation was made per-^ 
T4 
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feet thr<ivgh sufferiog; that if we mder \vi(h him we 
shall also t%ign with him, which Implies also the reverse, 
that if we do not suffer with him, we siiall not rej^n with 
him; thftis, if we suffer^ere.ly because we cannut help 
it, without reference to him, without suffering for his 
sake and in his spirit. If it be not sanctified suffering it 
wilt avail bnt little. Vim shalf not be paid for having snf- 
fered, as in the cre^d or too many, but our meetness for 
the kingdom of glory will be increased if We suffer ac- 
conling to bis will and after his example. 

He who is brought to serious reflection by the saluta- 
ry afBiction of a sick bed, will look back with astonish- 
ment on liis former false estimate of worldly things. 
Kiches! Beauty! Pleasure! Genius! Fame! — what are 
Uiey in the eyes of the sick and dyii^P 

Riches t These are so far from affording him a mo- 
ment's ease, that it will be well if no former misapplica- 
tion of them aggravate his present pains. He feels as if 
he only wished to Jive that he might henceforth dedicate 
them to the pnr))oses for which tliey were given. 

Bbaoty ! what is beauty, he cries, as he considers 
his own simk eyes, hollow cheeks, and pallid countenance. 
He acknowledges with the Psalmist, that the^consnming 
of beauty is ,'^ the rebuke vrith which the Almighty cor- 
rects man for sin." ' • 

Genius I What is it? Without religion genius is on- 
Xy a lamp on the gate of a palace. It may serve to cast a 
gleam of light on those without, while the inhabitant sits 
in darkness. 

Pl EA.su jRE ! That lias not left a trace belrmd it. " It 
ilied in the birth, and is not therefore worthy to come 
into this bill of mortality*.'* ^ 

Fame ! Of this his very soul acknowler^ges the empti- 
ness. He is astonished how he could ever hv. so infatua- 
ted as to run after a sound, to court a breath, to pursue 
a shadow, to embrace a cloud. Augustus, asking his 
friends as they surrounded his dying bed, if he had 
acted his part well, on tlieir answering in the *affirniativc, 
cried p/aifd}>«. But tlie acclamations of the whole nni- 
yerse would rather mock than sooth the dying Christian 
if unsanctioned by the hope of the divine approbation. 
He now rates at ita just value tltat &me which was so 
o^en eclipsed by euvy, and which will be so soon fbr- 
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f^Um^Ui deilt]^ Hebwno ambition left but for bea- 
vipDs.wbere there wUl b^ neither eiivy, death, utr for- 
l^tfttlne«3. 

• When capable of refieetMHi^ the sick CbilBtian will re* 
yolveall the sins an4 eirors of ht» past hfe; he will bnmble 
himself for tbem as sincerely as if he had never repented of 
tbein .before ; and implore the divine forgiveness as fer- 
vently asjf he did not believe they were lon{( ,since^ for* 
given. The^ remembrance of his former offences* Will 
grieve him, ^ut the humble hope that they dre pardoned 
iqrili fillhifti ^ with joy unspeakable and fnll of glory." 
, . Even in tliis state of helplessness he may hnpreve his 
self-acquaintance. He may detect new deficienees in his 
character, Q-esh imperfections in his virtues. OnissiAis 
will now strike him with the ^rce of actual sins. Re- 
signation, which |ie fancied was so easy when • only the 
s^fifennj^ of dtliers required it, he now tinds to be dmicult 
^hen called on to practise it himself. . He has sometinies 
wondered at their impatience, he is now humbled at his 
own. He wiU not only try to bear patiently the paibs be 
ilctually snfiers, bnt will recollect gratefully tho«;e fVom 
i^hich he bas been, delivered, and which he may have for- 

. merly found less supportable than his present stifferings. 
: In tbe extremity of*pain be feels there is no'coi>soia» 

. tlonbtitiii humble aeqniescence in the divine wiil. It 
qiay be that he can pray bnt little, hot that littie wiU be 
t^^v'e^ty Qe can articntote perhaps' not at all, but t}is 
^ayer IS addires^ed to oiie \d)o sees tbe tu^art, vrbo can 
i^terpre^ its language, who requires not words but sffee*- 
,tions./ A,paiigie^»red without a mummr, oroiily such 
an involuntary groan as natWc extorts, and faith rtgrets^ 
is itself a prayer. *• 

If surrounded lyitb all the accommodations of afiHieiicei 
let bim* compare bisown situation with that of thousands, 
who probably with greater merit, and under severer tri- 
als, have noti)ne of his alleviations. When invited to the 
dista^efol remedy, let him reflect how many perishing 
fellow-creatures mfiy be pining for that remedy, pn whom 
if might be restorative,, or who, fancying thatlt might be 
80, . suffer additional distress from their inability to 
prb.^ureit. - ,' \' .-''.. 

^n th* intervals of severer pain h^ will tiir^ bis ifew 
«jjvanta^e$ to the best aocount. He will make the most 
of every Short respite. , He will, patiently tear With little 
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flnaj^rjielbtmcntSy little delays, with the awkwardn'est or 
ncddj^ttxl neglect of hu> uttendaatSf and, thankfn] for 
i^encral kindness, be will accept good-will instead of per- 
ft'Ctiou. . Tte sutfering Cliristian will be grateful fbr 
small T^tel's, little iilte:¥iatiouSy abort snatches of rest. 
To him abated pain will be positive pleasure. Tlie freer 
nse of Hmbs wbicii had neaiiy lost tneir activity, wHl be 
enjoyments. Let not tbe reader who is rioting 

; m aU the madiieas of tup«fluoi» he«lt1i, 

think lightly of these trivial eomforts. Let liim not 
deispise them as not worthy of gratitude, or as not capable 
of exciting it. He may one day» and that no distant day, 
he brought to the same state of debility and pain. May 
Vie experience the me^sii-s he now derides, and may he 
teel higher comforts on safe groaodsf 

The 8uff(%rer lii^ perhaps olten regretted that one of 
the worst effects of sjckness is tlie setBi^ess it top nata- *i 
rally induees. The temptation to this be will resist, by 
not being exacting ind unreasonable m his requisitions^ 
TbroHgfa his tendernt^ss to tlie leeliogs of others, tie wUI 
be cai^nlnot to add to tbelv distress by any appearaace 
of discontent. ^ 

What a lesson as^iast selfishness have we in the con- 
duct of our dying Kedceuiei*! — It was while be^ng his . 
Cross to the place of execution, that W said to tli^jftrrow- 
ing multitude J '* weep not for me, bm for yourselves and 
for yonr children.'* — It was while eixlnring the agonies of 
crncii^xion tliat he endeavoured to mitigate tbe sorrows ' 
of his mother a^ni of liis friend^ by tenderly committing 
them to each otiier*s care. — It was while sustaining the 
pan{;s of dissolution, that he gave the immediate promise 
of heaven to the expiring criminal. 

The Christian will review, if able, not only tlie sins, 
but the mercies of his past life. If previously accustomed 
to unbroken health, he will bh^ss God for the long period 
in which b« has enjoyed^ jit. If continued i4ifirmUy has. 
been his portion, he will feel jgk'ateful that he h^ had 
Kiich a long and gradual weaiuhg from the world. From * 
either state he will extract consobitipn. If pain be new, 
what a mercy to have hitherto e^^caped it ! If habitual, we 
bear moje easily what we have borne long. 

lie wfll review his temporal blessings and deliverances.; . 
his domestic comforts^ his Iphrlstian frier dj^Wps,- Auton^ 
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tiis mercies bU itdw ** pnrpred eyes*' wilt reckon his diffi- 
cuUies, his sorrows and trials. A new and heavenly light 
will be thrown on that passage, << it is good for roc that 
I hdve been afBlcted." It seems^ to him as if faithei*to, 
he bad only beard it witli the bearing of his ear, but now 
bis " eye seetb it." If be be a real christian^ and has had 
enemies, he will alwftyi have pitiyed for them, but now 
kewin be tl^ankful for tiem. He will the more earnestly 
implore merc^ fbrthi^ as instrmoents which have help- 
ed to fit him for his present state. He will look up with 
holy gratitude to the great Physician, who by a divine 
chemistry in making up events, has made that oae un- 
palatable ingredient, at the bitterness of which be once 
revolted, the very means by which all other things have 
worked together for good : had they woiiied sepai'ately 
they yrould not have worked efficaciously. 
• Under thifemost severe visitation, let us compare, if 
tbe capacity of comparing be allowed us, our own suffer- 
ing^ with the cup which our Kedeeiner drank forour sakes ; 
drank to avert the divine displeasure from us. Let us pui- 
sne the comparative view of our condition with that ot 
the Sen of God. He was deserted in bis most ^trying 
hour ; deserted probably by those whose limbs, siglit, life, 
h^ had restored, whose souls he liadcome to save, ^e 
are surrounded by unwearied friends : every pain is miti- 
gated by sympathy, every want not only relieveclbnt pre- 
vented; the ** asking eye" explored; tli^ inarticulate 
sound understood ; the ill-expressed wish anticipated ; 
the bnt-8Uspccted want supplied. When our souls are 
^'exceediugsorrowfuV otir fnends participate our sor- 
row ; when desired " lo watch*' with us, they watch not 

[ ** one hour" but many, not falling asleep, but both flesh 
.and spirit ready and wUHng ; not foig^king utf in our 

i ** agony** but sympathizing where they cannot relieve. 
Besidcif this, we must acknowledge with the penitent 
malefactor, '' we indeed suffer justly but this man hath 
done nothing amiss." We suffer for our offences the 

{ inevitable penalty bf our fallen nature. He bore ovr 

' sins and those df the whole human race. Henc'e the 
heart rendinginterrogation, ** is ft'nothing to yon ail ye 

y tijat pass by ? Behold and see if there be any sorrow 
iik€ unto my sorrow, which is' done unto me, wherewith 
the Lord hath afElictcd me in the day of iiis fierce anger.'' 
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^ How olieerini: io this forlorn state tp r^^ct that he 

, &ot otdy suffered for us theiv but is sj^mpatlii^g with us 

, ; now ; that ^* in aU our afflictions he is a^icted.** The 

' . tenderness of the «jiiipathy seems to add a value to the 

sacrillice, while the vastaess of the SAciiAce endears t^ 

sympathy by euioblii^ it. , 

If the.iDteHectiial power* be mercifully pres^ve^, 
how many virtues may nqw be brought iuto eisr.qi^ 

»^ which had either kin domianjt or been considered as of 
inferior worth in the prosperom day of activity. .. The 
Christian temper indeed seems to be thatpiM't of reU^^ioa 
which is more pecuiiariy to be exercised ou'a sick b^d. 
The passive virtues, the least brilhant, but the mbst dif- 
ficult, are then particularly called into action. To 4f0^r 
the whole will of God oa the tedious bed of languishuig, 
is more trying than to perform the most shining exploit 
on th^ theatre of the world, l^e.h^ro in the field of 
battle has the love of iQune. as well as patriotism to atf^^ 
. port him. He knows that the witnesses of his vaipiir wUl 
ue the heralds of his renown. The mfp'tyr at the stake is 
^i^inely strengthened i Extraordinary graipe is imparted 
for extraordinary trials. His pan|^ are exquisite but th^ 
are short. T'he crown is in sights it is almost in posses- 
sion. Qy faith ^' he sees the heavens opened. He sei^s 
the glory of God, and Jesns standing at the right band •f 
God." But to be strong in faith, aad patient in hope, in 
a long and lingering sickness, is an example of more gene- 
ral vse and ordinary, applicatioo^ than even the subUu^ 
heroism of the martyr. The sickness i^ broiight. home to 
our feelings, we see it with our eyes, we apply it to onr 
hearts. Of the diartyr we read,- indeed, with astonidi- 
ment: Our fkith is strengthened, and our admiration kin- ' 
died ; but we read it without that special approbation, 
without that peculiar reference to our own circumstan-. 
ees, which we leel in eases that are Mkely to apply to ^ 
ourselves. With the dying friend we have not ouly a 
feeling of pious tenderness, but there is also a commoni- 
ty of interests. Thecertain convictiou that his case mu&t 
soon be our own, nakes it our. own now. Self mixes 
with the social feeling, and tite .Christian death we are 
contemplating we do not so much adnnre as a prodigy, 
as propose for a raod«sl. Ta. the mar^^r's stake we fe^l 
ihafi we are not likely to be brought. To the 4ying W 
e must inevitably come. ,^,^^, .^Google 



AccpmiB94ttiDg his state of miod to tUe nfitare of bis 
4is4^ase, tbe dgriag cbristian tvill derive consolation in any 
,ca8«, either Iroon tUnking how forcibly a sudden jick«ea8 
.^rei|ks .the ohaiQ which binds him to the world, or how 

fently-a grachml decay unties it He will feel and ac- 
nowlfidge the necessity of all he saffers to weao him 
from life, lie will adreire the divine goodness which 
.commissions the infirmities of sickness to durest the 
-world of its enchantments, and to strip death of^oipe of 
its most formidable terrors, ^e feels with, how mtich 
'less reluctance w^ <|<ti^ a body exhausted by soffering 
\thi|n one in the vigour of health. 

SickncBs, instead <i^ ^arrowing the heart, its woraft qf- 
fectonaoonrenewfdjiiiad, enlarges his. He ttaniestly 
£xhortfl those aroiurd him to 4cfer no act. of rep^ntanc»e, 
fao labour of l^ve, n<> deed of justice, no wo>:k of mercy, 
io tha^t sta^ of incapacity in which he now l^s* 

How many motiives ha^ tbe Christian to restrain tm 
innrmurs ! filcutnfiring offends God-bqth as it is ii^iinoiip 
to his goodness and sm it perverts the occatjiop whidi Qo«l 
|iBS jDow.ti^ordedfor giving an /exaiipple of patieace. J^ 
m not eonnplaiii that vfe hav^ nothing to do ij^ si<^ea» 
.when we are famished w,ith t|\e .opportunity as well ;s^ 
/called to ttji/R dnty of resignatioA ; the duty indeed is «!• 
ways ours, biit the occasion is now more eminently ^ve*. 
fjtt us Bot 9ay even in this depressed state that we have 
notMag to be thankful for« If sleep be afforded, let us 
acknowledge the blessing ; if wearisome ni^ts be our 
jp^rtion, let us remember they are ** appointed to us." 
Let us miligate the grievance of watchfulness by consi- 
dering it as a .M>rt of prolongation of Kfe ; as the gift of 
more minutes granted for meditation and prayer. If we 
are not able to employ it to either of these purposes, 
there is a fresh occasion for exercising that reisigoation 
iihich will be accepted for both. 

If reason be continued, yet with sufforingd too intense 
iS»r any religions duty, the siek Christian may take cam- 
fort that the business of life was accoinplished, before the 
sickness began. He will not be terrified if duties are 
wiperseded, if means are ats^n end,fQr.hcha3 nothing to 
do but to die. — ^This is the act for which all other acb, all 
4>ther duties, aU other mean$. will have been preparing 
him* He who has long been habi^ated to look death in 
tlieface, who has often anticipated the agonies of dissolv- 
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iugoatttre ; who has accustomed biinselftopray for sup- 
port noder them, will now feet the blessed effbct of those 
petitioos which have long been treasured in heaven. To 
those anticipatory prayers he ma^ perhaps now owe th^ 
hnmble confidence of hope in this inevitable hottr. Ha- 
bituated to the conleinphition, lie will not, at least, have 
the dreadful addKaons of sur|)rise and tlovefty to aggra- 
vate th^trying scene. It has long been filiniliar to his 
mind, tnongli hitherto it cooldonly operate with the infe- 
•rior force of a picture to a reality. He wilt not however 
bave so Diach scared his imagination by the terrors of 
death, as invigorated liis spirit by looking beyond thetn to 
the ble^edness which follows* Faith wUl not so much 
dwell On the opening grave as shoot forward to the glo- 
Hes to which it lea£. The hope of faeaven will soften 
the ptam which lie in the way to it On heavefi then 
he will nx his eyes rather thftn on the awfiil intervening 
isiircumstances. He will not dwell on Kie struggle wliich 
is for a moment, bnt on the crown tvhich is forever. H^ 
Ifrill endeavonr to think lesfe of death than of its conquer- 
or ; lessef the ffrave than of its spoiler ; less of the body 
in ruins than or the spirit in glory ; less of the darktoe^ 
of hii closing day than of the opening dawn of immor- 
tality^ In some bri^iter momenta when Viewing bis 
eternal redemption drawing nigh, aft if the ft^d spirit had 
already tmrst its prison walls, as if the ttiatinmisnon had 
actually tf^ken pfcice, he is rc»dy exnltingly to etclaim, 
^ my soul is escaped, the stiare is broken, and I am de- 
livered." 

If he ^er inclines to wish for recovery, it is only that 
be may glorify God by his future life, more than he has 
done by the past ; bnt an he knows the deceitfulness of 
his heart, he is not certain that this would be the ca$e; 
and he therefore does not wi^b to live. Yet should he be 
restored, he humblv resolves, in a better strength thanbi^ 
«wn, to dedicate bis life to (he restorer. 

But he suifers not his thoughts to dwell on life. Re- 
trospectioMS are at an end. His prospects as to tiits 
world are at an end atso. He commits himself nnrcserv- 
edly to Ms heavenlv leather. But thOTtgh secure of the 
lH>rt, he may still dread the passage. The Christian will 
rejoice that hisrest is at hand, the man may shudder at the 
imknown transit. If faith is strong, nature is weak. Nay 
in this awful exigence strong taith is sometimes rendered 
^»int through the weakness of nature, by^ooglc 
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At tbc m(»n«iit vrben his faitb is looking round for eve* 
ry .additiOQjiI coonrmation, he may rejoice in those hlefiseit 
c£f tainti^, those glorious realizations which scripture af« 
fords. He niay take comfort that the strQng;est attesta* 
tioi^s given by tlie apostles t4» tlie reality of the heavenly 
8|at9 ^'^re not; coii^ecturaK They, to use thie use the 
words of our Saviour, spake what they knew and testifi- 
ed what they, luid seen. <* J reckon," says St Paul, 
** l^t tj^e aiSlictions of this present^ life are not- worthy 
to he compared with the glory that shall be, revealed.** 
He said this a/i^r he ^^dheen caught up into the third^ 
Ijjeavea; a//^ he ha4 beheld the glories to which he al- 
ludes. The author of the Apoc^yptic vision having de» 
scribed the ineffable glories of the new Jerusalem, thus 
puts new life and powcir into hi^ dcscripl^on. — *' I Joha 
moo these things, and lieird thcm»'* 

The power of distinguishing objects increases witli 
our approach to them. The Christian ft^ls that he is en- 
tering on a state where every care will cease, every fear 
vanish, every desire be fulfilled,, every sin be done away,, 
every grace perfected. Where there will be no more, 
temptations to resist, no more passions to subdue ; no- 
more insensibility to mercies, no more deadness in ser- 
vice,, no more wandering in prayer, no more sorrows to be 
felt for himself, nor tears to be shed -for others. He U 
going where his devotion wiU.be without languor, his love 
without alloy, his doubts certainty, his expectation en- 
joyment, his hope Irultion. All will be perfect, for God 
wul be all in att. 

From Ood he knows that he $liall derive immediately 
all his happiness. It will no longer pass through auy of 
those chaimels which now sully its purity. It win be offer* 
ed him through no second cause which may fail, no in- 
termediate agent which may deceive, no uncertain me- 
dium which may disappoint. The felicity is not only cer- 
tain, liutperfect^ — not only perfect, but eternal. 

As he approaches the land of realities, the shadows of 
this earth cease to mterest or mislead him. The films are 
removed from Ins eyes. Ol^ects ^c str^fjiied (yC their 
f^$^ lustre. Nothing tliat is really Utile ai^ ld«ger!looks 
gi^at. ^ The mists of vanity are dispersed. Every thing 
which is to have an end appears {>mall, appears nothing. 
Eternal . things assume their proper magnitude - for ha 
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beholds Uietti iti tii« tfti« poiat of vistan. He hfts ceas- 
ed to ieati on the world for he has tamad it both a reed 
and a8p<*ar; it has Ihtted and it' hasfnerced him. He 
leans o«t oo htmsetf; ibr h<f has long kaown fate weakness. 
He leans not on hisvittaes, ^t- Hiejr can 4o notiiing for 
Inm. Had be no better refbge hH feeis that his son wonld 
set in dhHcness ; hislife oioi^ in deapiiir. 

Biftb«kmiws inwhMnhe has trliste^i^ aad therefore 
knows not what he shonM fei^r^ He looks upward with 
holy but hamble confidence? to thMlg^t Sbqiherd, who 
having long sinee Cdiidiicted him itfke green postures, 
having by his rod corrected, and by his staff sapported 
him, wiUy he humbly trnstSi gnide 1dm throu^ the dark 
Valley of theshadow of death, andsaftly land him oat^ 
peacefbi shoptii^everlasting rest.- 
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